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Ainslie School 
 

 

2019 Dates to Remember 
 
 
Monday 17 June  9.15 am Connected Community Conversation: High School Myth Busting 
   Guest: Steve Collins Principal Campbell High School 
Tuesday 18 June  5:30 pm  Board Meeting   
Wednesday 19 June  11:00 am Year 4 Excursion to National Museum  
  7:00 pm  P&C Meeting  
Friday 21 June  12:30 pm  Assembly  
  2:30 pm  Connected Community Conversation: High School Myth Busting 
Friday 28 June                     7.45 am Oishii Canteen Pancake Breakfast  
 
Coming Events 
Thursday 1 August  Limelight tickets go on sale 
Tuesday27 August  Limelight Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Daytime Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Evening Performance 
 
 

 

Dear Families and Friends 

 

Showcasing Learning at Ainslie 

 

It was a privilege to be in Melbourne amongst a national network of curriculum leaders, with Ainslie’s 

Deputy Principal, Sophie Bissell during the weekend.  As host of the Leading, Learning and Inquiry 

conversation, facilitator Kath Murdoch (www.kathmurdoch.com.au ) invited us to showcase how the 

Australian Curriculum is brought to life at Ainslie.  In particular, we shared how we are progressing the 

ACT’s Future of Education Strategy.  This strategy’s foundations are  

 

• placing students at the centre of their learning, 

• meeting the learning needs of all students, 

• building strong communities for learning, and  

• strengthening systems to focus on equity and quality. 

Monday 17 June 2019 
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Being recognised as a setting focused on authentic contexts and learning with experts beyond the classroom 

made us very proud. Ainslie School’s attention to purposeful play, personalised learning, and reflection and 

growth was well aligned with the work we explored from leading schools across the country.  Our strategic 

framework and partnerships captured much interest and we look forward to hosting follow up visits with 

members of this network in the months ahead.  

 

Connecting Classrooms and Communities 

At Ainslie we know that quality education is a team effort.  We enjoy connecting with families to share 

learning highlights, recognise achievement and collaborate to support student progress.  While our education 

team brings expertise in curriculum content and design, learning theory and child development, there are 

funds of knowledge about a child that only a parent can bring.  We know that learning doesn’t only happen 

between 9 and 3, and that it flourishes when home, school and community environments are truly connected. 

Linking children’s family and life experiences to our work at school is so important. 

  

The diversity and expertise our community brings supports the design and delivery of Ainslie’s programs in 

many ways, making school a positive place for learning. Longstanding connections with Chessmaster Andre 

Ambrus and Mathematician Kirsten Vergurg continue to benefit learners across the school. 

 

The Australian Dance Party’s work on our playground last week enabled the creation of a performance 

experience for students.  It was premiered today at Ainslie and will be taken on tour across the region this 

year.  Ainslie’s creative educators seized the opportunity to support even more rich learning and students 

from Years 3, 4, 5 and Kindergarten, who enjoyed interacting with these artists and responding to their 

work.   In an ever-expanding communications environment, 21st Century literacy involves composing and 

interpreting written, spoken, and visual texts, and this week’s activity showed how powerful meaning can be 

made through dance.   

 

As we enable students to compose texts and use mathematics with agency and impact, the education team is 

looking forward to sharing the progress we’ve made on our school improvement journey with the P&C this 

Wednesday evening.  We are delighted to be collaborating with researchers Dr Stephen Thornton and 

Mitchell Parker in this important work 

. 

Facilities Masterplan Update 

 

At last week’s community conversation, ACTED Master Plan project leader, Chris Jacobi shared news of an 

allocation within the ACT Budget for planning to support the anticipated growth of Ainslie School in the 

coming years. Planning will involve extensive community consultation and collaboration, and an analysis of 

infrastructure including the car parks, roads and grounds. 

 

The next step is to design the approach we will be taking to develop the masterplan. In Week 10, the 

education team will be meeting with leaders of the Infrastructure and Capital Works team, Meetu Sharma 

Saxina of Hyperspace Contextual Urbanism, and Design Managers Australia to explore and clarify the 

approach.     

 

I thank staff, parents, and colleagues who have joined in preliminary conversations in anticipation of this 

work throughout the year.  Meetu Sharma Saxina’s expertise in architectural conservation has been 

particularly valued, and we thank her for her work in updating the Ainslie Primary School Conservation 

Management Plan.  Library refurbishments are anticipated to proceed and inform the masterplan as a result 

of her contributions. 

 

Staffing News 

 

We welcome Angela Pettersson back to Ainslie this week as a valued member of our Casual teacher team.  

Angela enjoyed working with Sergine Zeferino’s Year 1 class last week and will continue to support this 
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group during the next week.  We look forward to the return of Sergine, following her period of leave in 

Week 8. 

 

All the best for the week ahead,  

 

Wendy Cave 
☺  

 

 

End of Day Routines 

 

Inclement weather can sometimes create the need for adjustments to after school arrangements.  While it is 

timely to remind children to follow routines when making their way home from school, it is also important 

to discuss alternative plans just in case a bus is missed, or a driver is delayed.  

 

We encourage families to take a look at the Active Streets resources which encourage safety and wellbeing 

through walking and riding to school. These are available https://goodhabitsforlife.act.gov.au/active-streets/ 

 

Congratulations: 
 

• To our students who represented Ainslie at the ACT Athletics Championships on 11th June.  All students put in 

an incredible effort. Zoe placed 2nd, Milly 8th, Chloe 11th, Hannah 22nd, Lily 25th, Carlo 25th, Will 28th and Alex 

37th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Picture 1 – Chloe, Milly & Zoe at the ACT Athletic Championships 

 

Drivers:   

 

Please remember that walking part way is a great way for students and families to begin their day.  Consider 

finding a drop off point a block or two away.  You’ll find plenty of parking available up until 9:00am on the 

streets surrounding Ainslie School.  Active Streets logos indicate reasonable distances for growing legs and 

direct routes to school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
This week we have seen examples of special effort from: 
 

https://goodhabitsforlife.act.gov.au/active-streets/
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• Will from 2W – Congratulations on excellent sentence writing with great punctuation 

• Tia from 2W – for being a good friend who is carful with feelings of others 

 
 

Housekeeping 
 

Voluntary Contributions  
Any contribution is welcome and if you wish to pay by instalments, we are pleased to facilitate this for you. 
The annual voluntary family contributions set by the Ainslie School board is $90 for one student and $115 
for a family of two or more children attending the school. Parents and carers are able to contribute in any 
of the following three ways, two of which are tax deductible, the Ainslie School fund, the Goodwin Library 
and the Ainslie School Building Fund.  
 

Earn and Learn Stickers  

Boxes for Earn and Learn stickers located in the school entrance and in the Oishii canteen.  Stickers should 
be returned by 25 June. 
 
 
 

  Wednesday Morning Drawing 
 

Parents and carers are invited to join creative-in-residence Naomi Zouwer on Wednesday mornings for 
informal drawing sessions, looking at the school building inside and out, using a variety of drawing 
mediums. No experience necessary, all levels of drawing abilities welcome. All materials supplied. Meet at 
the studio at 9.15 and go from there. Sessions end at 10.45. Please rsvp naomi@thecreativepractise.com 
 
 

 

Ainslie School Website Feedback 

We would like to gather feedback from you about our school website. Please answer the 

following questions and return them to the box in the Front Office or to 

sophie.bissell@ed.act.edu.au 

 

Survey Questions 

How often do you view the Ainslie School website? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you find it useful and is it easy to navigate? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How could we improve the website?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please leave your name and contact information below if you are happy to be 

contacted to discuss your responses further. 

Name:___________________________      Ph/Email:_____________________________ 
 

mailto:naomi@thecreativepractise.com
mailto:sophie.bissell@ed.act.edu.au
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Library News 

• A quick thank you to those who have given up time to volunteer in the library for the last semester - 

shelving, covering books, dusting shelves, fixing books, replacing teaching resources etc - all of these jobs 

are like laundry - never-ending - but essential in the day to day running of the library.  

• A big thank you to the P & C for the new library 'borrow bags'. Borrow bags - Each child has been asked 

to have their own library bag clearly marked with their name for library visits. Borrow bags are bags that 

a child can use in their place. Bi-annual laundering is about to begin, so please return any bags you may 

find at home. 

• A most warm and heartfelt welcome to Priscilla Heigle.  Priscilla has been volunteering endlessly and 
energetically in the library and canteen. Her efforts are immeasurable!  

• It's that time of the term to start returning books to the library. We currently have 381 outstanding 
books on loan to students. Books can be returned anytime of the day - just place them in the yellow 
returns box at the door. Notices will be going out by the end of the week.  

Currently...... 
 
Chief Minister's Reading Challenge - The Challenge is still in full swing. Our goal is to have 100% of our students 
involved. We have 2 completed student reading records returned.  Whole Class Reading Records are also being 
added to regularly. Teachers are also hard at work on their own. 
 
Coming up...... 
 
The Children's Book Council of Australia Book Week 17-23 August 2019. The theme is Reading is my Secret Power 
cbca.org.au  The shortlisted books nominated for the six judging categories have been announced and are in the 
library ready to be explored! (Kinder and year 1 have already voted for their favourite Early Childhood Book of 
the Year for 2019) 
 
NEW to the library 
 
In the last week there have been several titles added to the library. Some new and old titles. All new books are 
displayed in the entrance to the library - on loan from the minute they're on display. New titles/series include: 

• 'Wings of Fire' series   
• 'Wings of Fire' series (graphic novel editions) 
• 'Amulet' (graphic novel editions) 
• 'WeirDo'  
• 'Funny kid'  
• 'Percy Jackson and the Olympians' 
• 'Geronimo/ Thea Stilton' (texts and graphic novels) 
• more copies of 'Diary of a Wimpy Kid' 
• more copies of 'Minecraft' guides 
• The Children's Book Council of Australia 2019 Shortlisted titles cbca.org.au 

 

http://www.cbca.org.au/
http://www.cbca.org.au/
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Did you know? 

In week 4, Year 1 students helped us planting garlic in the garden. During 

planting, we discussed the uses of garlic in our food and what we might make 

when we harvest it. We learned that in Canberra, we grow garlic in April, and 

harvest them sometime around spring to summer. Thank you, Year 1 students 

and we look forward to harvesting the garlic. 

 

 

Meet our volunteer of the week 

 
If you’ve enjoyed a vegemite sandwich from the canteen recently 
it might have been made (reluctantly) by Priscilla. She tells us that 
she is not qualified to prepare vegemite sandwiches as they don’t 
have vegemite where she comes from! 
 

Priscilla is originally from the USA, and recently moved to 

Canberra. An engineer by profession, she has experience 

volunteering in the States and Europe; from soccer coaching, 

organizing a fun run, and library assistant, just to name a few.  

 

Although she doesn’t have kids at Ainslie, she chooses our school 
to volunteer her time because it was very close to home and a 
primary school (likely in need of help). She ENJOYS the 
camaraderie, and the feeling of helping out and fun meeting 
locals. And we enjoy her sense of humour, her dance moves and 
of course her hard work.  

 

Many hands make light work 

Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to 

pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s half an hour here or an 

hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to have a chat with Ari or 

Clair or drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  

  

 

Crazy Camel Artwork Co-ordinator Needed 
 
Crazy camel produces cards and calendars of student work, which make unique presents for family and 
friends, just in time for Christmas. Damian Ellwood, the P&C president, would love to hear from anyone 
with some spare time looking to contribute to organising the Crazy Camel Art work this year. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Damian on Ph 0408 278 613 or at damienbeth@tpg.com.au  

 

 
 

 

 

our garlic plants 

mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club will be starts at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  

Please bring quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

 

WEEK 2 

Monday 6th May: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 8th May – SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 9th May - 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 3 

Monday 13th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 16th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 4 

Monday 20th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 23rd May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 5 

Monday 27th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday – ZONE NORTH GUNGAHLIN CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 30th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 3rd June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 6th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 10th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 12th June – ACT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Thursday 13th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 8 

Monday 17th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 20th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 24th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 27th  June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Monday 1st July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 4th July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group.
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