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Ainslie School 
 

 
2019 Dates to Remember 

 
25 March 9:00am Swimming Carnival Ribbons to be handed out at Morning Lines 
28 March 10:00am NAPLAN National Technology Trial 
05 April 7.45am Oishii Pancake Breakfast 
08 April 8:30am North Gungahlin District Swimming Carnival 
12 April 12.30pm Canberra College of Piping & Drumming Performance 
 
School photos are postponed until 2 MAY (next term) 
 

 
Dear Families and Friends, 

 

Ainslie School has a proud history of working with families as partners in education, and it was nice to 

connect with members of our Parents and Citizens Association (P&C) at the AGM last Wednesday evening.  

We congratulate the 2019 office bearers, along with the convenors, coordinators and members of broad 

ranging committees, and look forward to the commitment, energy and support they’ll bring.  

There are so many examples of the ways in which our community supports partnerships to promote high 

quality education. We thank you all for making time to help us know your child through emails, phone calls, 

interviews, school visits, and taking part in community events.  Knowledge of students and their lives 

beyond the school day supports us in developing learning programs that are relevant and engaging. 

 

School Board Update 

It is a very great pleasure to inform you of the composition of the 2019 Ainslie School Board, following the 

recent election period. 

Ms Sarah Oleson (P&C Member) 

Mr Chris Price (P&C Member) 

Ms Sarah Safransky (P&C Member) 

Ms Janelle Jack (Staff Member) 

Ms Clair Shute (Staff Member) 

Mr Iain Barr  (Appointed Member) 

 

Our School Board plays an important role in establishing the strategic priorities of the school and 

monitoring, reviewing and reporting on Ainslie School’s performance.  Its responsibilities include  
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➢ developing and reviewing education policies at the school, 

➢ establishing budgetary policies for the school and approving the school budget, and 

➢ establishing policies for the efficient and effective use of school assets and the management of financial risk. 

We congratulate this team and thank them for committing to this significant work in the interest of our 

community’s children.  

 

Staffing Update 

We congratulate Faith Bentley on the safe arrival of baby Nina Elise.  While Faith is busy settling this new 

addition into to her family, Greg Taylor and Aileen L’Aimable will be working with 6B for the remainder of 

the term.   We look forward to meeting Nina very soon!  

 

This week we welcome Yasmin Cusack to Ainslie’s education team.  Yasmin will be teaching our Reid 

Preschool group whilst Stacey is on leave.  We look forward to introducing her to families. 

 

Supporting Healthy Habits 

A commitment to educating the whole child is a prominent theme in conversations we enjoy across our 

school community.   Developing dispositions, attitudes and habits towards active lifestyles is an important 

element of this. 

Changing seasons and growth spurts impact on children’s nutritional needs and engaging your child in 

planning and preparing lunches and snacks can be a useful way to keep up with changing appetites and 

maturing tastes. Your child’s teacher may be able to offer you insights about their eating habits through the 

day, so please don’t hesitate to contact them to assist you in providing just the right fuel. 

Clair and Ari of the Oishii Canteen bring rich expertise and skilfully develop mindfulness about nutrition 

and wellbeing in the authentic setting of this valuable learning space.  They are always happy to share ideas 

and insights to help us look after growing people and our precious environment.  If you would like to know 

a little more about their work, please don’t hesitate to connect with them by phone 6142 3070, email 

oishiicanbeen@gmail.com or in person between 8:45 and 3:00pm.   

The ACT Government’s Good Habits for Life website www.goodhabitsforlife.act.gov.au also provides 

many practical ideas to support families to build lifelong habits of eating well, moving more, and getting the 

most out of life.  It is well worth a look.  

 

National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) Update 

Each year, students in Years 3 and 5 participate in a National testing program for Literacy and Numeracy.  

NAPLAN provides information about students that compliments the data teachers gather throughout the 

year.  It also assists in resource allocation at the school, system and national level.   

Ainslie’s students and staff have embraced the transition to online NAPLAN testing, and continue to support 

continuing improvements to this mode of delivery.  We thank students in Year 3 and Year 5 who will be 

participating in this Thursday’s national trial of technology systems to ensure we are well set for NAPLAN 

this May. 

Louise Coombs and Greg Taylor are Ainslie’s NAPLAN coordinators this year.  Please don’t hesitate to 

contact them, or your child’s class teacher, if you would like further information about this program. 

 

Our Continuous Improvement 

With just three weeks remaining until the holiday break, it is time to look back on Term 1 highlights.  

Students and staff engage in reflection at the end of each term, and we are always interested in hearing the 

perspectives of our community.  We greatly appreciate phone calls, emails and visits from families and 

friends, which assist us to understand the needs, interests and aspirations we share for our children and our 

school.  

If you can find a little time before the end of term, you may like to contribute some thoughts through the 

Two Stars and a Wish process.  Stars indicate the positive attributes you experience at Ainslie School and 

Wishes are the areas you’d like to see us working on.   This feedback slip is attached to this newsletter.   

http://www.goodhabitsforlife.act.gov.au/
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Broad ranging feedback and student performance data contributes to our annual School Review. Analysis of 

our practices using the National Tool for School Improvement, and the National Quality Standard for 

Preschools is a continuous process.   You may be interested in looking at these support documents online. 

https://www.acer.org/au     

https://www.acecqu.gov.au 

  

 

All the best for the week ahead.   

 

Wendy Cave 
☺  

 

 

Reminders:  

 

 

Before School Arrangements 

In the interests of keeping students safe, our playground is supervised from 8:40am in the morning. We 

encourage students to walk bikes, boards and scooters through the playground at this busy time, to keep 

pedestrians safe. 

Families requiring early morning care may like to contact the P&C’s Out of Hours School Care program 

leaders, on 6249 1740 

 

Celebrating Success 

At Ainslie, we know that learning doesn’t only happen between 9am and 3pm, and we love to hear about 

successes our students and families share beyond the school day. Please feel free to contact the school office 

team to let us know of news you’d like us to share. 

 

This week we have seen examples of special effort from: 

 

• Alisa, Abbey & Lizzie  Yr. 4  Adapting a verse of a song, Easy Silence by Dixie Chicks, for Ainslie  

                                                  Voices 

• Jenny, Tia and Frances Yr. 2 Growing the idea of a Loom Band club and preparing for it through  

                                 research 

• Rachel KCS                              For her colourful design artwork 

• Magnus  2L                             For his illustrated story about a god and his wolf 

 
 

 
Figure 1 Rachels's design            Figure 2 An illustration from Magnus's story 
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Figure 3 A sample of Magnus's illustrated story 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4 Cupcakes for Harmony Day from 2L 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

Our Year 1 students for presenting a fitting celebration of diversity at Ainslie with their Harmony Day 

School Assembly. 
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Swimming Carnival 

 
Congratulations to the below students on their success at the Ainslie Swimming Carnival: 

 

8 Years 

• Cooper Kretchin, Boston Condi, Sienna Dowling, Lily Reid, Grace Carr & Sammy Dowling 

9 Years 

• Noah Dowling, Jack Dowling, Jack McMichael, Adam Tresize, Ellie-Mae Snape, Lucia Bateman -

Taylor, Mia Priddle, Balqis Bintartho, Olivia Ward & Eliza Mulcahy-Hendry 

10 Years 

• Mikie Austin, Xavier Polson, Alex Turner, Hugo Ryan, Sage Peric & Elizabeth Cavanagh 

11 Years 

• Lachlan Hughes, Angus Vosnakas, Asher Newman, Liam Ward, Angus Rutledge, Ned Bonyhady, 

Sofia Szymanski, Milly Lambert, Hannah Reid, Nina R Thomson, Asha Moore & Mia Cooper 

12 Years 

• Finn Hourigan, Josh Priddle, Jamie Austin, Chris Frugtniet, Dylan Divett, Oscar Lee, Zoe 

Honeybrook, Chloe Hendry, Zeren Koseoglu, Nina J Thomson, Coare Russell & Natalia Witek 

We also congratulate the below students who will be representing Ainslie School at the District Swimming 

Carnival on Monday 8 April. 

 

• Sienna Dowling, Ellie-Mae Snape,  Mia Priddle, Sofia Szymanski, Nina Thomson, Asha Moore, Zoe 

Honeybrook, Chloe Hendry, Clare Russell, Cooper Ketcher, Noah Dowling, Jack Dowling, Michael 

Austin, Lachlan Hughes,  Finn Hourigan, Jamie Austin & Dylan Divett 
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Year 4 Walking Excursion to Gorman House 
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LIBRARY 

 
Watch this space – The Chief Ministers Challenge is Coming! 

 
LIBRARY OPENING TIMES: 

8:40AM – 8:55AM 
 

  

MUSIC 
 
Year 5 Band students will have their weekly BUS Sessions every week at the below times: 
 

• Wednesday 8:30am to 9:00am (Rehearsal) 

• Wednesday 11:30am to 12:15pm (Lesson) 

• Friday 9:30am to 10:15am (Lesson) 
 

Please ensure you have your instrument, pencil and music every lesson.  
 
Before school rehearsal will commence on Wednesday 27 March at 8:30am.    
 

 

 

PIPING & DRUMING PERFORMANCE - FRIDAY 12 APRIL 

The Canberra College of Piping and Drumming will be performing at Ainslie on Friday 12, April at 
12:30pm.  This Piping and Drumming performance will introduce students to Celtic instruments 
such as, the Bagpipes, Snare drum, Tenor and Bass Drums. All parents and careers are invited 
to come and share in this celebration of music at Ainslie. 

 

Housekeeping 
 

Managing Student Attendance  
Please remember to communicate with us when your child is absent. We ask parents to contact 
the school’s office team by phone or email on the day of the absence. 
 
Before and After school hours  
Students are supervised on the playgrounds from 8:40am, the Library is usually open before 
school from 8:40am, the Year 5 band will commence before school practices from week 8 on 
Wednesday mornings and the Year 6 band from week 8  on Fridays. School finish time is 3pm.  
There is no teacher supervision on playgrounds after that time.  If you need your child at school 
outside those times please contact After School Care.    
 
Parking  
The school has limited available parking spaces for staff.  Parents are asked to drop children off 
rather than park in school parking bays. 
 
Late Passes  
If your child is running late in the morning, please remind them to check in at the front office for a 
late slip before going to class. 
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CANTEEN NEWS 
• Please note that all cutlery used by students from the Canteen needs to be returned by the end of 

lunch time.  If you have spare cutlery we would be happy for any donations. 

• Oishii Canteen welcomes any home-grown donations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Notice 

 

School photos have been postponed until 2 May 2019  

(Thursday week 1 of Term 2) 

 

Pancake day is now on 5 April Friday week 9   

(not week 10 as advertised on the calendar)  
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Notes to be returned 
 

❖ Year 1 excursion to St John’s Schoolhouse  
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Now that the Ainslie school swimming carnival has finished, it’s time start thinking about some running 

training. Running Club is starting a little earlier this year to allow athletes some time to prepare for the 

upcoming ACT Track & Field selection trials on March 20th and March 26th. Running Club coaches are 

Colin Reid (father of Hannah and Lily) and Craig Honeybrook (father of Zoe). 

 

https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/Trial/Index/299 

 

Please note that you must enter by March 15th for the Selection trails by going to the ACT School Sports 

website. 

 

Also note the following dates for cross country running in 2019: 

Early May (TBC): Ainslie School cross country 

29/5/19: North/Gungahlin region 

12/6/19: ACT Championships 

 

Running Club will be start at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated. Please bring 

quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

WEEK 6  

Tuesday 12th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Thursday 14th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 18th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Wednesday 20th March - ACT Track & Field Selection Trials (Woden) 

Thursday 21st March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Friday 22nd March afternoon session – Reid Oval after year 6 camp TBC 

 

WEEK 8 

Tuesday 26th March – ACT Track & Field Selection Trials (Woden) 

Thursday 28th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 1st April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Thursday 4th April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Tuesday 9th April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Thursday 11th April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group. 

https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/Trial/Index/299
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School travel and safety survey  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transport Canberra and City Services has engaged First Person Consulting to conduct research into parents’ 

attitudes to their children's active travel to and from schools. Part of this is investigating the role that 

crossing supervisors have in improving safety around schools, and the extent to which parent’s attitudes to 

children travelling actively change as a result. 

You may have completed a similar survey last year, this is the final survey as part of the evaluation to gauge 

parent perceptions about safety around schools.  

To complete the survey please click here, or copy and paste the following link into your browser: 

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19 

The survey should take about five minutes. The survey will not collect any identifiable information, 

and all responses will be kept confidential. 

 

Thank you in advance for your time in completing this survey. If you have any questions, please contact the 

TCCS Schools Program. 

  

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
mailto:TCCS.Activetravel@act.gov.au
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Japanese Language Assistant – Host Families Needed 

In terms 2-4 this year, Ainslie School will be hosting a volunteer Japanese Language Teacher’s Assistant 
(JTA).  We are looking forward to having Keisuke Miura, who enjoys watching movies, travel and sports, 
particularly soccer, tennis and table tennis. Keisuke is a student of Kagoshima University in southern Japan.  
During his stay he will be assisting in the Japanese language classes at Ainslie while also improving his 
English skills through interaction with our community. 

For this program to succeed we rely on Keisuke to stay with families in the school community.  He will pay a 
contribution towards food and board of $170 a week to his host.  This program is well established in ACT 
schools and is of great benefit to both the Japanese program and to the families who become involved.  We 
find the families really enjoy this experience as it allows them to expand their knowledge and 
understanding of Japan.  This is an ideal way to encourage your children to engage with the Japanese 
language and make lifelong friends. 

We are seeking expressions of interest from families who would be willing to host Keisuke for a period of 
6-10 weeks (eight weeks is ideal) during Terms 2 – 4. He will require his own bedroom but is happy to share 
a bathroom.  

If you are able to assist or would like more information, please return the slip below to the front office and 
we will get in contact with you shortly.  This program relies heavily on the support and hospitality of the 
school community and your generosity is greatly appreciated.   

If you are unable to host for a longer term but are interested in offering weekend stays, emergency back up 
or the occasional social activity, please return the form below.  If you require any further information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me on Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au 

Kind regards,  
Mel Cummins 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

JAPANESE LANGUAGE ASSISTANT – OFFER TO HOST or SUPPORT 

Name  Phone   

Children at school  Class/es  

Please tick 

1. We would be interested in hosting (please circle) 
- For a period of  6  8  10  weeks  

- In term   2 3 4 

2. We would like to offer other support by   

 

mailto:Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au
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P&C Opportunity and Achievement Allowance 

Did you know that each year the P&C provides support to families by way of the Opportunity and 
Achievement Allowance?  

The purpose of this policy (attached) is to provide financial support to recognise current students 
representing the school in approved activities or enable current students to participate in a sporting, 
academic, cultural, community or artistic experience. 

This means that the P&C is able to offer a small allowance to families for students that attend selected 
representative sport, academic or artistic events that are held at the national or international level. 

It also means that the P&C is able to provide financial assistance to families to enable students to 
participate in sporting, academic or artistic experiences that they may not otherwise be able to attend. 

If you would like to apply for an Opportunity and Achievement allowance, please complete the attached 
form and return it to the P&C secretary (Mel - mel@meltin.net). 

Please note that all applications are confidential. 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mel@meltin.net
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PEGASUS OPEN DAY 2019 
 

Mark your calendar! Our 2019 Annual Pegasus Open Day is not far away. Our annual Open Day 

is a festive way to celebrate everything Pegasus and have some fun.  

 

When:           Saturday, 4 May 

10am – 3pm 

Where:          Pegasus Farm 

119 Drake Brockman Drive, Holt. 
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