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Ainslie School 
 

 

2019 Dates to Remember 
 
Monday 10 June    Queens Birthday Holiday  
Tuesday 11 June   11:00-2:30 Year 4 Excursion to National Museum 
Wednesday 12 June  5:30-6:30 Master Plan committee conversation: Progress on the Heritage 
   Plan. 
 
Monday 17 June  9-9:30am Connected Community Conversation: High School Myth Busting 
   Guest: Steve Collins Principal Campbell High School 
Tuesday 18 June  5:30 pm  Board Meeting   
Wednesday 19 June  11:00-2:30  Year 4 Excursion to National Museum  
  7:00pm  P&C Meeting  
Friday 21 June  12:30 pm  Assembly  
  2:30om  Connected Community Conversation: High School Myth Busting 
 
Coming Events 
Tuesday27 August  Limelight Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Daytime Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Evening Performance 
 

 

 

Dear Families and Friends 
 
Welcome to Week 7.  Once again it was a pleasure to return to the energy of friends and families catching 
up after the long weekend.   
 
Experiencing our Outdoor Learning Settings 
World Environment Day was recognised last Wednesday and at Ainslie, we reflected on the responsibilities 
we carry as stewards of the Earth. Tributes and contributions included Year 1’s concerted effort towards a 
waste free lunch, and the data they collected reflects the sizeable difference this habit can make.   
 
Ainslie’s staff enjoyed an after-school meeting in Haig Park and shared how classes have been using this 
setting.  The benefits of taking learning outside is immense.   While the positive impact on wellbeing is well 
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documented, the outdoor learning settings that surround our school present rich opportunities for 
deepening understandings about the environment, and putting learning into real contexts.  
 
Ainslie’s procedures for Outdoor Education enable our students to engage frequently in learning experiences 
in environments beyond the school boundaries. Weather Walks, Active Streets investigations and 
engagement with the Legislative Assembly have been amongst the highlights this semester, and this week, 
our Year 4 students will be walking to the National Museum of Australia. Alongside the obvious fitness 
benefits, these students continue to reflect on and demonstrate their responsibilities as safe, mindful and 
courteous pedestrians. 
 
As we venture within viable distances of the school for curriculum related activities, we recognise that 
learning outdoors can involve risk taking, which is an important element of play and physical development.  
The design of our experiences in the outdoors allows for students to learn as they take a degree of risk in a 
controlled environment rather than taking similar risks in less closely monitored situations in the wider 
world. To ensure successful and safe learning, we undertake thorough risk assessment when using Ainslie’s 
outdoor learning settings. 
 
Towards Zero:  The Playground 
Experiencing and interpreting the world through the Arts is fundamental to learning at Ainslie. Our students’ 
experience is enhanced through their connections with school based specialists and the rich networks they 
bring.   
 
Each week learning in Music is supported and sharpened by Shoshana Honey of the IMP, our Canberra 
Symphony Orchestra mentors, and local artist Seb Halme.  Our Creative in Residence, Naomi Zouwer 
continues to build connections between our students and Canberra’s Visual Arts community, and our 
education mentors from the Sydney Theatre Company’s School Drama Program continue to strengthen our 
literacy programs.  
 
We are currently collaborating with the Canberra Theatre Centre and the Australian Dance Party who will be 
using Ainslie School this week as a space to create, perform, and workshop concepts for a dance/theatre 
show The Playground.  This production will ultimately tour primary schools around the ACT, using each 
playground as a vehicle to unravel issues of value, neglect and responsibility for the environment.   
 
We look forward to hosting Karla Conway, Alison Plevey and the Australian Dance Party on our playground 
and in our Year 3 classrooms this week.  I know they already feel welcome in a community where learners 
champion awareness, agency and action in reducing emissions, and are growing habits and dispositions that 
support them to choose sustainable options for their health and the environments around them, at school, 
at home and in their communities. 
 
Campbell High School Connections 
With the ACT Education Directorate’s High School enrolment processes well in train, transition is on the 
minds of many of our senior students and their families.   
 
At Ainslie we know that transitions are about relationships. Connections with Campbell High School begin 
early for our students through peer support activities across the curriculum.  Professional collaboration 
between the education teams at Ainslie and Campbell High School supports the delivery of seamless, 
relevant and engaging curriculum as students progress from Preschool to Year 10.  This year, a particular 
focus is connecting through Science and Technology. 
 
Campbell’s Principal, Mr Steve Collins will be joining our Connected Communities Conversations next week.  
I know that parents of students of all ages will enjoy meeting Steve. 
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All the best for the week ahead,  
Wendy Cave 
☺  
This week we have seen examples of special effort from: 
Congratulations to  
Charlie R for making the ACT Premier division to play in the NSW Country Camps Basketball tournament in 
Maitland on the June long weekend. 
 
Emergency Contacts 
Families are reminded to contact the school office team should changes to your child’s emergency contacts 
emerge.  Currency of this information supports safety and wellbeing practices at Ainslie. 
 
Lost Property:  
Please remember to check lost property tables each Monday morning and Friday afternoon.  Items of 
clothing that remain will make their way to the second hand clothing pool.  Labelled items of clothing, 
especially jumpers and hats, are promptly returned to classes. 
 
 

 
Figure 1, 2 & 3 Charlie R setting up a three pointer in Basketball over the weekend 

 

Crazy Camel Artwork Co-ordinator Needed 
 
Crazy camel produces cards and calendars of student work, which make unique presents for family and 
friends, just in time for Christmas. Damian Ellwood, the P&C president, would love to hear from anyone 
with some spare time looking to contribute to organising the Crazy Camel Art work this year. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Damian on Ph 0408 278 613 or at damienbeth@tpg.com.au  
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Housekeeping 
 

Voluntary Contributions  
Any contribution is welcome and if you wish to pay by instalments we are pleased to facilitate this for you. 
The annual voluntary family contributions set by the Ainslie School board is $90 for one student and $115 
for a family of two or more children attending the school. Parents and carers are able to contribute in any 
of the following three ways, two of which are tax deductible, the Ainslie School fund, the Goodwin Library 
and the Ainslie School Building Fund.  
 

Earn and Learn Stickers  

Boxes for Earn and Learn stickers located in the school entrance and in the Oishii canteen.  Stickers should 
be returned by 25 June. 
 
 
 

  Wednesday Morning Drawing 
 

Parents and carers are invited to join creative-in-residence Naomi Zouwer on Wednesday mornings for 
informal drawing sessions, looking at the school building inside and out, using a variety of drawing 
mediums. No experience necessary, all levels of drawing abilities welcome. All materials supplied. Meet at 
The studio at 9.15 and go from there. Sessions end at 10.45. Please rsvp naomi@thecreativepractise.com 
 
 

 

 

Ainslie School Website Feedback 

We would like to gather feedback from you about our school website. Please answer the 

following questions and return them to the box in the Front Office or to 

sophie.bissell@ed.act.edu.au 

 

Survey Questions 

How often do you view the Ainslie School website? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you find it useful and is it easy to navigate? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How could we improve the website?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please leave your name and contact information below if you are happy to be 

contacted to discuss your responses further. 

Name:___________________________      Ph/Email:_____________________________ 
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Did you know? 

In average we make 20 pizzas on Friday. That is quite a lot for our tiny canteen. Ham and 

pineapple pizzas are very popular and followed by vegetarian. We make our pizza dough from 

scratch at the premises and often students assist us in the preparation.  

 

 
Our yeast 

 

 

What’s in season? 

Apples, mandarins, kiwi fruit, avocados, oranges, brussels sprouts, cabbage, parsnips, celeriac 

are some of fruits and vegetables that are in season. They are reasonably easy to find and 

affordable. 

 

 

Many hands make light work 

Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always 

welcome to pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s half 

an hour here or an hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to 

have a chat with Ari or Clair or drop us a line at 

oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  

  
 

 

Legislative Assembly Reflection: Altiora Report 

 

Coming to school on the 5th of June we expected to do our usual Wednesday wonderings, 

where we walked the streets connecting with people and places important to our community. 

However, it turned out we were walking to the Legislative Assembly to watch the State 

Parliament sitting.  
 

When we got there, we were told two main rules before we entered the chamber. The obvious 

one was to be quiet and not talk so as to not distract the sitting members. The second was that 

we had to acknowledge the speaker when we entered and left the chamber.  
 

 

Maxi and Lucinda prepared the 

dough 

mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
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Because it was World Environment Day, the topic for 

debate we experienced was about kerbside food and 

organic waste collection. A member of the Greens party, 

Ms Le Couteur, was presenting the debate. First, she 

introduced the debate topic with a fifteen-minute speech, 

then the two parties were given the opportunity to 

respond.  
 

The Coalition member Mr Steel first made a ten-minute 

speech saying that he agreed with the bill. He restated 

her main points, highlighting the advantages of each one, 

as well as adding to them.  
 

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition then followed with 

a speech accusing Ms Le Couteur of the bill being a 

stunt. Her main piece of evidence to support her speech 

was that something very similar to the bill was already 

in the Coalition’s budget.  
 

She also said that Ms Le Couteur was in an alliance with the Coalition. I found that the 

Opposition did use the strategy of directly insulting a member quite frequently. In the end, 

however, she stated the Opposition was supporting the bill because they did care about waste 

collection, although she argued the state parliament shouldn’t interfere with the work 

Canberrans were already doing. 
 

We stayed a little while after the bill was passed and a new one was introduced, this time 

focusing on the cost of living. This bill was led by the Leader of the Opposition. We found 

that this bill was more interesting because, unlike the last bill, it had opposing views. The 

Opposition Leader set to directly insulting Andrew Barr (the Chief Minister) and by some 

miracle Mr Barr contained himself and never retaliated once.  
 

In contrast, when Andrew Barr made his speech the Opposition was constantly cutting through 

his words so that he had to speak over them. One of the people doing this was Andrew Wall, 

who was told off by the speaker at least five times.  
 

We found ourselves wondering if they actually did this every time, and if they were trying to 

control themselves because they had an audience. The Opposition actually used a clever 

strategy of using us, as children, in his statement. He seemed very strong, almost yelling insults 

to the Coalition. 
 

After the second bill (which we only stayed for half of) we all agreed that the State Parliament 

did have childish arguments containing some very strong verbal opposing. One of the remarks 

that came up, which we all agreed with, was that they were a bunch of “screaming political 

babies”. 
 

We are very lucky that we were given this opportunity and we are looking forward to walking 

to the Legislative Assembly every Thursday for the next three weeks. We hope to spend more 

time in the chamber in the future. 
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Written by Clare R based on 6B’s recent visit to Legislative Assembly. 

 

 

 
 

 
Dear Ainslie P&C members 

The next phase of the addressing violence in schools project jointly hosted by P&C Council and the ACT 
Education Directorate will be an ‘Ideas Xchange’. There are various sessions available to allow for parents 
and carers to test and provide feedback on suggestions and ideas gathered in the previous workshops. 
Participants will also be able to share new ideas and suggestions, so if you were not able to attend one of 
the earlier workshops it is not too late to contribute to the project. 

Attached is an invitation for new and previous attendees to register for one of the following sessions:  

Wednesday 12 June, 6.45-8.30pm 
Thursday 13 June, 8:00 – 9:45am 
Thursday 13 June, 3:45 – 5:30pm 
Friday 14 June, 9:45-11:30am 
Monday 17 June, 6:45 -8:30pm 
  
All sessions are held at the Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching & Learning, 51 Fremantle Drive, Stirling. 
  
To register please go to:  www.education.act.gov.au/ideas-xchange and click through to find the session 
you wish to attend. 
  
We encourage you to share this invitation with your school parent community. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Damien Ellwood 
Ainslie P&C President 

http://www.education.act.gov.au/ideas-xchange
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club will be starts at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  

Please bring quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

 

WEEK 2 

Monday 6th May: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 8th May – SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 9th May - 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 3 

Monday 13th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 16th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 4 

Monday 20th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 23rd May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 5 

Monday 27th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday – ZONE NORTH GUNGAHLIN CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 30th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 3rd June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 6th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 10th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 12th June – ACT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Thursday 13th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 8 

Monday 17th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 20th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 24th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 27th  June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Monday 1st July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 4th July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group.  
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