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Ainslie School 
 

 

2019 Dates to Remember 
 
Wednesday 26 June  Yr 4 National Museum Excursion 
Thursday 27 June  Reports go home  
Friday 28 June                     7.45 am Oishii Canteen Pancake Breakfast  
Monday 1 July                     9.15 am Connected Community Conversation -  
  Curating your child’s work: What to do with  
  creations that come home from school 
Monday 1 July           1S Excursion to Canberra Museum & Gallery 
Tuesday 2 July 1D Excursion to Canberra Museum & Gallery 
Wednesday 3 July 1Z Excursion to Canberra Museum & Gallery 
Friday 6 July                         2.30 pm Connected Community Conversation -  
  Curating your child’s work: What to do with  
  creations that come home from school 
 
 
Coming Events 
Thursday 1 August  Limelight tickets go on sale 
Tuesday27 August  Limelight Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Daytime Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Evening Performance 

 

 

Dear Families and Friends 

 

 

At Ainslie School, we share the belief that real contexts lead to real learning.  Every day,  staff seize 

opportunities for students to engage with the concepts and skills of the Australian Curriculum in places 

beyond the classroom.  Our playground, the Oishii Canteen and the Studio are rich learning settings.  They 

also provide spaces for students to apply the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values they bring as citizens to 

our community.  The ideas and insights our young people share in these creative settings remind us of the 

safe hands our future is in.  Empathy towards one another and mindfulness of our environmental 

responsibilities are always on show in these places. 

Monday 24 June 2019 
Ainslie School 
Donaldson St 

Braddon 
ACT 2612 

Tel 6142 3060 
Fax 6142 3062 

 

 Board Chair Sarah Reid 0413 831 546 
 P&C President Damien Ellwood 0408 278 613 
  

The Ainslie School Newsletter 

mailto:ainslieschool@ed.act.edu.au
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                    Pic. 1 – Friday Open Studio Artwork                  Picture 2 – Olivia & Hailee at Open Studio 

                                                                                                  

Last week learners from Ainslie School also ventured into spaces beyond the school boundaries to develop 

understandings about the world.  Explorations included 

 

• Year 1’s visit to a family’s garden to learn where our school’s compost goes 

• Year 4’s visit to the National Museum of Australia to learn about Australia’s past 

• Our Baker Gardens Preschooler’s Mountain Adventure 

• A Kindergarten ambassador’s visit to Campbell High School 

• The Executive Team’s visit to the John Curtin School of Medical Research at the ANU, to learn more about 

heritage conservation management of buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         Pic. 3 Rahim at the National Museum                     Pic. 4  Year 4 fun at Henry Roland Park 

 

In these environments, we put ever strengthening learning assets to the test. Our students communicate, 

collaborate, research, and think, as our team of educators guide incidental learning and scaffold them along 

the way.  I know our community values the creativity of the staff who facilitate these rich experiences as 

much as I do! 

 

Progressing Powerful Education 

 

The ACT Education Directorate’s goals are reflected in a strategic plan that sets a broad context for the work 

of staff at Ainslie.    

• Investing early,  

• Fostering a learning culture,  

• Creating schools where students love to learn,  

• Evidence based decision making, and  
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• Building united leadership  

are embedded in our school’s strategic plan and frame decision making every day at Ainslie. Enabling 

students to compose texts and apply mathematics with agency and impact is helping us to realise these goals.  

Last Wednesday evening, we shared our strategy with the P&C, and we are looking forward to presenting 

our work at the Australian Literacy Educators Association’s National Conference in Melbourne in July.   

With a new team of editors and writers hard at work on the Week 10 Altiora, watch this space for an 

example of this effort in action. 

 

Campbell High School Connections 

 

Last week we enjoyed visits from Campbell High School’s Principal, Steve Collins and Deputy Principal, 

Caitlin Horan, as part of our Connected Communities conversation series.  Steve and Caitlin met with 

parents and enjoyed visiting people and places within the school during their time with us. 

 

The questions our carers and students brought to Steve and Caitlin reflect their interest in understanding the 

operations and logistics of high school.  I know they were reassured to hear how social, physical and 

academic needs are met, and how communication between our schools will support seamless transitions at 

this exciting time.  

 

Ainslie students continue to benefit from the close relationship between our schools, and we look forward to 

connecting through science, sports, and creative cultural initiatives throughout the year. 

 

Reporting on Student Progress 

 

Our students will be taking home their Semester 1 reports this Thursday afternoon.  These provide a 

summative record of achievements, strengths, and areas for further development, along with an indication of 

the type of strategies teachers will use to ensure continuing learning and success. 

For students from Year 1 to Year 6, the Semester Report has two elements.  The first provides a 

contextualised summary of student attainment as one of three outcomes:   

 

Working Towards the expected standard (WT),  

Achieving the expected standard (A) and  

Working Beyond the expected standard (WB).   

 

The second component of the Semester Report is an A-E summary.  This document reflects your child’s 

level of attainment of the Achievement Standards within the Australian Curriculum as a grade.   

This information compliments the continuous feedback our families receive through emails and phone 

conversations, during face to face meetings and in learning showcases throughout the year.   

 

I encourage families to make an appointment with your child’s teacher to clarify information contained in 

the report and continue the conversation about future learning plans.  Teachers will be available for 

interviews during the next fortnight and appointments can be made through the school office. 

 

The end of each semester marks a time to reflect on the progress of our students from year to year.  I trust 

families will enjoy reading about the development of learning assets (thinking, researching, collaborating, 

communicating and self-management) and the dispositions of excellence, respect,  kindness and 

responsibility that Ainslie school community holds dear.  We know that learning doesn’t only happen 

between 9 and 3, and we value the partnerships staff have with families as we nurture and support lifelong 

learners who are responsible, creative and active citizens. 

 

All the best for the week ahead,  

 

Wendy Cave 😊 
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This week we have seen examples of special effort from:   

 

 
1D Theo P - for clearly demonstrating how to make his 'camouflage shape art'   

 
1D Irene L - for supporting others to achieve their personal goals 

 
1D Arabella I - for arranging for her Mum to give us a presentation about hospitals and for ably assisting her   
 

2W Maia B – for showing the school values of kindness and respect every day and for showing good focus in class 
discussions and activities. 

 

2W Sienna D – for writing stories at home to share in class and for general great self-management skills in 

class and in the playground 

 

Congratulations to 

Our year 3 students who showcased their creativity at the Week 8 Assembly. 

 

 

 

School Board Report 
 
Members of the school board had the opportunity to attend this week’s P&C general meeting and 
update P&C attendees on Board activities. This included an update on the work of our three sub-
committees. The Curriculum Committee is building strong relationships between ANU and the 
school to use the world class expertise on campus to support a rich educational experience and one 
of ANU’s social scientists is supporting a project developed by an Ainslie student. The Policy and 
Practice: Wellbeing Committee  is reviewing the Safe and Supportive Schools policy in the context 
of the Positive Behaviours for Learning Framework. The School Performance around Literacy and 
Numeracy Committee are exploring available data sets to review school performance. They are 
comparing Ainslie with like schools, both local and national and comparing different data sets, such 
as PIPS data and NAPLAN results.  
 
Sarah Reid on behalf of the Ainslie Board. 
 

P&C News 

Thanks to those parents who attended the P&C General Meeting on 19 June 2019. The main points from the 

meeting are as follows: 

•         The three P&C businesses are doing well – the canteen is serving lovely food, the uniform shop 

is now on flexi-schools and the Out of School Hour Care (Afters) again successfully passed its 

accreditation.  

•         The P&C provided the school $6,000 for music, $2000 for tables in the junior playgrounds, $600 

for a glasshouse and seedlings following a request from year 1, and $50 to year 4 following a 

request to cater for their Art Exhibition. 

•         The P&C has proposed a Student Projects Grant Policy (and application template) to encourage 

student leadership to support their year groups, the school and the community. The draft policy 

is attached and we would appreciate any feedback you might have by  Monday 1st July.  

•         The Education Directorate is preparing to role out a centralised report card for all students and 

has prepared a draft template - more info can be found here 



Page 5 

https://www.actparents.org.au/index.php/news1/item/407-school-reports-system-wide-

template. Ainslie is not implementing the report card until second semester. Wendy Cave was 

keen to see teachers and families engage regularly. Families expressed a desire for the school to 

have online bookings for parent teacher interviews.  

         •         Sarah Reid provided a School Board report, and Wendy highlighted the school’s   

              priorities in English and maths. 

  

If you have any thoughts, comments or suggestions, please contact P&C President, Damien Ellwood 

(damienbeth@tpg.com.au or 0408 278 613) or P&C Secretary, Mel McDonald (mel@meltin.net or 0416 

191 812).  

We are still seeking a P&C Vice President - if you would like to find out more information, please contact 

Damien or Mel. 

 

Housekeeping 
 

Voluntary Contributions  
Any contribution is welcome and if you wish to pay by instalments, we are pleased to facilitate this for you. 
The annual voluntary family contributions set by the Ainslie School board is $90 for one student and $115 
for a family of two or more children attending the school. Parents and carers are able to contribute in any 
of the following three ways, two of which are tax deductible, the Ainslie School fund, the Goodwin Library 
and the Ainslie School Building Fund.  

Earn and Learn Stickers  Boxes for Earn and Learn stickers located in the school entrance and in 

the Oishii canteen.  Stickers should be returned by 25 June. 
 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday Morning Drawing – Last session for the Term! 
 

Parents and carers are invited to join creative-in-residence Naomi Zouwer on Wednesday mornings for 
informal drawing sessions, looking at the school building inside and out, using a variety of drawing 
mediums. No experience necessary, all levels of drawing abilities welcome. All materials supplied. Meet at 
the studio at 9.15 and go from there. Sessions end at 10.45. Please rsvp naomi@thecreativepractise.com 
 

 
 

Crazy Camel Artwork Co-ordinator Needed 
 
Crazy camel produces cards and calendars of student work, which make unique presents for family and 
friends, just in time for Christmas. Damian Ellwood, the P&C president, would love to hear from anyone 
with some spare time looking to contribute to organising the Crazy Camel Art work this year. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Damian on Ph 0408 278 613 or at damienbeth@tpg.com.au  

 

 
 

https://www.actparents.org.au/index.php/news1/item/407-school-reports-system-wide-template
https://www.actparents.org.au/index.php/news1/item/407-school-reports-system-wide-template
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
mailto:mel@meltin.net
mailto:naomi@thecreativepractise.com
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
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Library News 

 

• Before returning books,  remember to add the titles to your students 'Chief Ministers Reading 

Challenge' recording sheet 

Another Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge recording sheet has been handed in this week – well 

done!  Great things are happening in the classrooms – great work Ainslie! 

 

• We still have over 350 books overdue, please return/ renew by the end of the term.  

 

IT'S HERE!!! 

The CHILDREN'S BOOK COUNCIL of AUSTRALIA (CBCA) - Book of the 
Year Awards 2019 (Book Week) 

 

Theme "Reading is my Superpower" 

 

Checkout the CBCA website for dates and details https://cbca.org.au/news/cbca-book-
week-2019    

 
 

As we are approaching towards the end of term, we are all getting excited for the upcoming holidays in 

July. Our July vacation care programme is out, and spots are filling up very quickly. We still have some 

spots available but please get in quick. 

Our vacation care programme caters for children 5 to 12 years. Families can access permanent as well as 

occasional care. We provide a range of fun & engaging social, physical and creative activities for children 

to participate, enjoy and have fun along with lots of learning. 

If you would like to book your child in, please contact our Admin Team on 0262491740 or email on 

info@ainslieoshc.com.au. Vacation care forms are also available on the Ainslie School website. 

 

https://cbca.org.au/news/cbca-book-week-2019
https://cbca.org.au/news/cbca-book-week-2019
mailto:info@ainslieoshc.com.au


Page 7 

 
 

Ainslie School Website Feedback 

We would like to gather feedback from you about our school website. Please answer the 

following questions and return them to the box in the Front Office or to 

sophie.bissell@ed.act.edu.au 

 

Survey Questions 

How often do you view the Ainslie School website? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you find it useful and is it easy to navigate? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How could we improve the website?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please leave your name and contact information below if you are happy to be 

contacted to discuss your responses further. 

Name:___________________________      Ph/Email:_____________________________ 
 
 

mailto:sophie.bissell@ed.act.edu.au
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“Wednesday Waste Free” is back 

 

It is so encouraging to see many enthustiastic students showing us 

their lunch boxes rising to the “Waste Free Wednesday” challenge. 

Thank you Year 1 students and their teachers for being the leaders 

on this very improtant project.  

 

The “Waste Free Wednesday” project aims to reduce the waste we 

are contributing to the landfill. To participate in “Waste Free 

Wednesday” try to pack items from home that can be composted or recycled and won’t 

end up in the rubbish bin. This means, NO plastic wraps, aluminium foils, packaged foods, 

or zip lock bags. Following these rules may be tricky at first but it’s possible. What you 

need is a lunch box with a few compartments or use a few different small containers for 

different snacks. If you have questions about waste free lunch boxes, please ask the staff 

at the canteen. We believe these small acts bring big change. 

 

Stay Hydrated During Winter 

Have you wondered why you had dry or cracked lips? Maybe you don’t have enough 

water to drink. Our body consists of 50 to 80% water and during winter months it 

becomes harder to get our fluid intake.  We tend not to feel thirsty and do not sweat as 

much as in summer. However drinking water is still very important over the winter 

months because it helps moving digested food to the digestive track to prevent 

constipation, reduce bloating and improve our skin. Drinking herbal/non-caffeine tea and 

consuming warm soup can help our body absorb water but plain water is the best.  

 

How much do we need water? There is no single recommended amount of water because a person’s 

requirements will vary depending on climate, level of physical activity and individual body. For 

children up to 8 years, 4-5 cups of fluids per day, 6-8 cups for adolescents, 8 cups for women (9 

cups in pregnancy and lactation), and about 10 cups for men. More info 
https://www.nrv.gov.au/nutrients/water 

 

See you this Friday at our PANCAKE PARTY! 
 

 

Many hands make light work 

Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to 

pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s half an hour here or an 

hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to have a chat with Ari or 

Clair or drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  

  

 

 

https://www.nrv.gov.au/nutrients/water
mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
https://sharingthefoodwelove.wordpress.com/2013/11/23/12-tips-for-visiting-a-food-or-wine-show/
https://sharingthefoodwelove.wordpress.com/2013/11/23/12-tips-for-visiting-a-food-or-wine-show/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club will be starts at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  

Please bring quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

 

WEEK 2 

Monday 6th May: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 8th May – SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 9th May - 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 3 

Monday 13th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 16th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 4 

Monday 20th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 23rd May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 5 

Monday 27th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday – ZONE NORTH GUNGAHLIN CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 30th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 3rd June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 6th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 10th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 12th June – ACT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Thursday 13th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 8 

Monday 17th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 20th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 24th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 27th  June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Monday 1st July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 4th July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group.  



Page 13 

  



Page 14   



Page 15 

  



Page 16  


