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Ainslie School 
 

 

2019 Dates to Remember 
 
Thursday 15 August  Limelight Massed Dance Rehearsal 
Friday 16 August  Walk/Ride to School Day 
Saturday 24 August  Reading Hour 6-7pm 
Tuesday 27 August  Limelight Massed Dance & Choir Tech Rehearsal 
Wednesday 28 August  Limelight Yr. 5&6 Mainstage Tech Rehearsal 
Friday 23 August  
Friday 30 August  Limelight Daytime Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Evening Performance 
Wednesday 18 September Book Fair 

 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

 

While commitments with the Australian Government Primary Principals Association drew me to the 
warm weather in Brisbane early last week, I was kept well abreast of news from the Ainslie School 
2019 Athletics carnival.  I congratulate our sporting enthusiasts for their participation, house 
captains for rallying team spirit, and the families and friends who braved the cold as cheer squads 
for our athletes.  We know that successful carnivals emerge from skilful preparation and thank the 
teaching and support staff who coordinated and guided the event.  This year  the experience and 
foresight of Alison Heald, Mel Cummins, Steph Martin and Laurence Mandapat  kept us all on 
track and we are very grateful. 
 

 

Science Week:  Speaking out on Science 

 

This week communities around Australia will celebrate National Science Week, which features 
more than 1000 events including those delivered by universities, schools, research institutions, 
libraries, museums and science centres.  Over one million people participate in science events 
across the nation.  You can find more information about events at www.scienceweek.net.au  
 
The school theme for Science Week 2019 is Destination Moon:  More Missions More Science.  This 
theme was identified as a way for teachers and their students to discover past missions to the Moon 
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and space programs that have solved some of the seemingly unsolvable problems—and current and 
future space programs, operations and missions. These initiatives draw on big picture thinking in 
science to solve problems, and technology, engineering and mathematics to design new solutions. 
Through Science Week, communities will engage in conversations that will play a role in forging future 
paths in the areas of space operations, space science, Earth observations, positioning systems and 
communications. 
 
We are fortunate to have experts in this field who are connected to the Ainslie School community, and 
a number of classes will be enjoying opportunities to listen to parents who work in areas of science 
throughout the week.  Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher if you would like to join in a 
conversation with their class as we acknowledge Science Week. 
  
A Science Week highlight for Ainslie School will be the culmination of the 2019 Public Speaking 
Challenge:  Speaking out on Science.  With a  focus on creativity and critical thought, students  have 
been invited to consider  the costs and benefits of space exploration and prepare a short speech to 
showcase their perspectives . Speeches have been presented in classes during recent weeks, and our 
finalists will  present their skills of persuasion at Friday’s assembly from 11:30am.   
 
 Families and friends are most  welcome to join us for responses to the question 

“Given all of the world’s problems, is the cost of human spaceflight really worth it?”  
We thank our Speaking out on Science coordinators Ms Beck Palethorpe and Mr Greg Taylor for 
designing this learning experience. 
 

 

Mathematics at Ainslie 

 

Ainslie School is a learning community.  As such, its members recognise learning is for life. Just 
as students set goals as part of their learning routine, teachers identify and focus on 
personal  professional development priorities.  In turn, our school identifies priorities towards its 
ongoing development that reflect the needs, interests and context of the community that we 
proudly provide services to. 
 

Last year, the   School Review process  enabled us to explore alignment between our practices 
and philosophies.  In doing so we  identified broad priorities that are influencing learning activities 
across the school.  Teachers at Ainslie are committed to enabling students to use mathematics 
with agency and impact. 
 

Last week, we welcomed our mathematics advisor, Dr Steve Thornton for a conversation with 
teachers about what agency means in this field.  He lamented that in reality, many classrooms 
encourage students to surrender agency, rather than enabling exploration and creative 
connections with the possibilities of mathematics.  Steve has provoked our thinking about the 
impacts of physical space, grouping of students and the organisation and presentation of tasks.  
 

Our exploration of these ideas will bring considerable relevance to work with our  University of 
Canberra preservice teachers, who  commence their studies in  teaching Mathematics with our 
Year 2 classes this week.  We are excited to be continuing our journey with Steve and our 
students of Initial Teacher Education throughout 2019, and look forward to sharing our learning 
with you! 
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Nolan Gallery Launch 

 

Ainslie’s year 1 students were  honoured to  engage  in Canberra Museum and Gallery’s  Young 
Nolan Project last term.  This is a new initiative where an individual school is invited to work on an 
extended program and present their resulting art to the public.  As the project’s inaugural group, 
these artists undertook four different art making activities beginning with quiet drawings 
responding directly to the works of Sidney Nolan within the gallery space.  In the CMAG studio, 
they constructed collages using characters and materials found in the paintings, created water 
colour and resist paintings , and then made monoprints using a printing press from pastel 
drawings inspired by Nolan’s use of abstract forms and primary colours.   
 

To top the experience off, the students co-curated the exhibition that is the first to adorn the 
CMAG Children’s Gallery.  We are so proud of our artists and their representatives who attended 
the Nolan Gallery Launch and met the Minister for the Arts,  Gordon Ramsay MLA  at CMAG last 
Friday.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connecting with Japan:  2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo 

 

At Ainslie school, our languages program is enriched through our longstanding connections with 
the Japanese Embassy.  This week brings us together once more, with the 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
in sharp focus. 
 

We are excited to be hosting Embassy staff and the Australian Olympics Committee this Friday 
afternoon, to launch a school resource that is expected to engage Australian students with the 
Olympic spirit during the lead up to (and throughout) the Games.  We are looking forward to 
extending our cultural appreciation of this beautiful place as Tokyo takes a global centre stage. 
 

 
All the best for the week ahead 

Wendy Cave 😊 
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The 2019 School Satisfaction Surveys will be conducted later this term. 

 

 

Parents and carers, school staff and students (in years 4 to 12) will be asked to participate in these important 

surveys. The survey results will contribute to school research and improvement processes.  

Although the survey is voluntary, we hope you will want to participate. It won’t take much of your time and 

will help us improve our school for your child and future students. A letter or email about the parent and 

carer survey will be sent to you in August. The key ACT results from the 2018 School Satisfaction Surveys 

have been published on the Education Directorate website (www.education.act.gov.au) and a summary of 

our school results is provided in our 2018 School Board Report. 

 

Happy Birthday to: 
 

 
Kindy – Jesse & Leroy 
Yr. 1 – Gryffin, Eva, Nicholas & Theo 
Yr. 2 – Sebastian 
Yr. 4 – Alisa 
Yr. 6 – David 

 
 

 

HATS ON FROM 1 AUGUST  

August signals Hats On again for all Canberra primary 

schools. Please ensure your child has a sun smart hat. 

Hats are available from the Uniform Shop. 

                                    

 

Housekeeping 
 

Voluntary Contributions  
Any contribution is welcome and if you wish to pay by instalments, we are pleased to facilitate this for you. 
The annual voluntary family contributions set by the Ainslie School board is $90 for one student and $115 
for a family of two or more children attending the school. Parents and carers are able to contribute in any 
of the following three ways, two of which are tax deductible, the Ainslie School fund, the Goodwin Library 
and the Ainslie School Building Fund.  
 

http://www.education.act.gov.au/
http://www.education.act.gov.au/
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Savanhdary 
Vongpoothorn 

ALL THAT ARISES 

  

You and your guest are invited to the official 
launch of the exhibition by 

  

Jackie Menzies OAM 
Lecturer at the Nan Tien Institute of Higher 
Education. Emeritus Curator of Asian Art, Art 

Gallery of New South Wales. 

  

Thursday 15 August, 6pm 

Exhibition runs until 13 October 2019 

  

Join us for the launch of the artist monograph and an artist talk with exhibition curator 

Chaitanya Sambrani and Jackie Menzies on Friday 16 August, 12pm. 

 ANU Drill Gallery 

10am – 5pm Wednesday to Sunday • Admission free 
Kingsley Street, Acton, ACT 
+61 2 6125 5832 | dhg@anu.edu.au 

 

Savanhdary Vongpoothorn, Polyphony, 2001.  
Acrylic on perforated canvas, 170 x 120 cm.  

Private Collection. Photograph: Mark Ashkanasy. 

 
 

Limelight News 

 
Keep up to date on the Limelight Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StepintoLimelight 

 

mailto:%20dhg@anu.edu.au
mailto:%20dhg@anu.edu.au
https://alumniandfriends.anu.edu.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fdhg.anu.edu.au&srcid=78724&srctid=1&erid=21759662&trid=c812f7fd-add6-4a34-bd7a-8b6b74c98640
https://www.facebook.com/StepintoLimelight
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club will be starts at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  

Please bring quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

 
WEEK 2 

Monday 29th July: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 1st August - 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 3 

Tuesday 6th August: School Track & Field Carnival 
Thursday 8thth May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 4 

Monday 12th August: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 15th August 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 5 

Monday 19th August: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 22nd August: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 26th August: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 28th August:  8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Friday 30th August: North Gungahlin Track & Field Championships 
 

WEEK 7 

Monday 2nd September: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 5th September:  8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 8 

Tuesday 10th September: ACT Track & Field Championships 
 

All are welcome but more suitable for age groups of year 2 and upwards to keep up with the other runners. 

Please contact Colin Reid on 0432 591 640 or Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie 

Running Club Whatsapp group. 
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Fete Day 2019 - Update 
Our initial fete planning meeting recently yielded lots of wonderful ideas from parents, teachers 

and students, particularly around the themes of sustainability, ‘treading lightly’, inclusion, music and 

creativity. 

 

With many families now moved on from Ainslie, the next step is to form 

a new fete organising committee to get our 2019 fete up and running. Committee roles include 

Communications, Marketing, Food Stalls Coordinator, Other Stalls Coordinator, and Entertainment 

Coordinator. 

 

There are also are several long-standing fete favourites looking for new stall coordinators, including the 

BBQ, Pizzas, Fairy Floss, Fruit, Toys & Clothes, Crazy Hair, and Ainslie’s legendary Cake 

Stall. And new stall ideas are always welcome! 

 

If you are interested in being part of the fete organising committee and/or coordinating a fete stall, please get 

in touch or sign up here: https://forms.gle/yWVmC3UpKcM26v316. 

The fete day volunteer sign-up form will be available online towards the end 

of term. Prior to fete day, calls for help with book, toy and clothes sorting, cooking, baking, potting up 

plants, etc. will be advertised via the Altiora, classroom carer and school FB page. 

https://forms.gle/yWVmC3UpKcM26v316
https://forms.gle/yWVmC3UpKcM26v316
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For more information on the fete organising committee, please contact P&C President Damien 

Ellwood (damienbeth@tpg.com.au). If you want to know more about being a stall coordinator, please get in 

touch with P&C Secretary Mel McDonald (mel@meltin.net). 
 

mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
mailto:mel@meltin.net
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News from the Library 

-  THIS WEEK – 
 

Presents 

- BIG DREAMS – 

Tuesday 13 August 2019…. 

 
An educational musical to celebrate the best of Australian children’s books 
from The Children’s Book Council of Australia 2019 shortlist, and celebrating 
the CBCA Book Week 2019 theme READING IS MY SECRET POWER.  
This heartfelt and inspiring in-school production looks at different episodes in each 
character’s journey where they learn not to be discouraged by negative messages 
in order to follow their heart’s desire. Filled with humour, suspense and featuring 
student interaction throughout, this educational musical adventure encourages 
your students to pursue their ambitions. If you’re going to dream, let them be Big 
Dreams! 
 
Next week – Week 5 - FINALLY:  

• Book Week 17 August – 23 August 2019 

o Book Week Character parade Friday 9.15am 

• Scholastic Book Fair  

• Reading Hour Saturday 24 August 2019. 6 – 7pm 

o Everyone welcome 
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Garden update 
Last week Arabella, Ola, Dali, and Angelina of Year 1 helped the 

canteen picking some produce and checked on our garlic plants. They 

were very impressed to find the garlic they planted a couple months ago 

growing nicely. 

 

They all agreed that planting garlic is not as hard as they thought before, 

and they are looking forward to harvesting the garlic in a few months. 

During the visit to the garden, students also picked some parsley, thyme, 

and silver beet for the canteen.  

 

Lunch box tips 
When children eat well, they behave better, are able to listen well, and 

concentrate for longer. Packing a healthy school lunchbox can help 

children to learn and play well and be happy at school. 

 

This winter, why don’t we get inspired and embrace the cold weather 

by looking classic option when preparing school lunch boxes. Instead 

of sending your kids off with the usual sandwich, why not try following 

wintry ideas: 

Hot soup and curry: Invest a good thermos and send your kids off with nourshing soup with 

bread roll for dipping or curry and rice from last night’s leftovers.  

 

When preparing a lunchbox, choose a mix from the 5 food groups: grains, fruit/ vegetables, 

protein, dairy and proteins. Don’t forget to include a bottle of water, and look after the 

environment by packing lunch and snacks in resuable containers instead of using single use 

plastic (source: Nutrition Australia). 

 

 

Many hands make light work 

Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always 

welcome to pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s 

half an hour here or an hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any 

time to have a chat with Ari or Clair or drop us a line at 

oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  
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SNACKS (available at recess and lunch)     
    

Piece of seasonal fruit   50c Pizza bread 50c 

Slinky apple   70c Baked muffin $1.20 

Carrot or celery sticks   20c Pikelet 50c 

Homemade hummus   30c Cheese & spinach puff $1.00 

Popcorn (no additives)   20c Crunchies (breakfast cereal mix)  $1.20 

Sushi cup   $2.00   

  
 

 

LUNCH  
    

Student salad box    $2.70 Spaghetti Bolognese    $6.20 

Bento box surprise  $6.20 Sausage roll (with sauce) $4.50 

Hot chicken wrap (with lettuce and 

mayo) 

 Meat pie (with sauce) 

*Available Fridays only 

$5.70 

One fillet $5.20 Mini pizza  

Two fillets $6.20 Vegetarian     $5.20 

Extra fillings (each) 50c Ham and pineapple $5.20 

Daily special  Sushi hand roll  $4.00 

Student $6.20 Chicken noodles soup  $4.00 

School staff $8.50 Lasagna   $6.20 

  
 

 

SANDWICHES, WRAPS & TOASTIES   
    

Salad sandwich  $3.20 Other sandwiches $4.00 

(choice of cucumber, carrot, 

tomato, beetroot and lettuce) 

 (e.g. ham, chicken, tuna, tasty 

cheese, egg) 

 

Vegemite sandwich  $3.20 Add unlimited salad 50c 

  Make it a wrap or toast it add 

50c 

  
 

 

FROZEN ITEMS  
(if purchasing via lunch order, please present lunch order bag when collecting from canteen) 

    

UFO (frozen pineapple ring)  50c Seasonal fruit salad $1.00 

‘Juicy’ (frozen fruit juice cup)  $1.00 Homemade icy pole  50c 

  
 

 

DRINKS   
    

Cup of plain milk  $1.00 Flavoured milk  $3.00 

   Warm chocolate milk  $2.00 (chocolate or strawberry)  
 

 

Green food 

choice 
 

Halal 
 

Vegetarian 
 

Gluten 

free 
 

Vega

n 
 

* Please turn over for Daily Specials menu *  

Our preferred method of ordering is via Flexischools, our 

easy and convenient online platform. Pop in to the canteen 

or visit the Ainslie School website for more information. 

*Please note that online orders must be submitted before 

9.30am on the day of ordering. 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/
https://www.flexischools.com.au/
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DAILY SPECIALS 
MONDAY 
Pumpkin soup with Sonoma sourdough bread   

TUESDAY 
Power salad bowl with rice and Japanese inspired flavours   

WEDNESDAY 
Dhal with raita and papadums   

THURSDAY 
Butter chicken  

FRIDAY 
Winter soup with Sonoma garlic bread 

 

Student price $6.20  General price $8.50 
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          2019 Athletics Carnival  

Written by Alicia King, Rashmi Carruthers, Karina Montenegro & Nina Thomson 

 

On Tuesday, the 6th of August, the whole of Ainslie School gathered outside on the Junior Oval to 

participate in the annual Ainslie Athletics Carnival. Despite the cold weather, everybody had a fun time 

participating in the events and many came to school dressed in colours supporting their houses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The events included were Shot Put, Long Jump, 70, 100, 200 and 800 metre races, as well as dodgeball and 

a relay race against the teachers. It was fun and exciting to test the teacher’s fitness and cheer them on. 

 

After all the racing, we took a break on the oval and had our recess before commencing the field events. 

Then we went through the rotations before finishing the carnival.  

 

We would like to thank everybody who participated and earned house points on that day! We congratulate 

any students who placed in the North Gungahlin Division and wish them luck. It was a great experience and 

we all look forward to finding out the winning house. 

 
      Winter Walk to school Week 
 
Monday 12 August – Friday 16 August is Winter Walk to school Week.  WRTS routes are peppered with the 

Active Streets symbols, which indicate reasonable distances for walking part way to school.  We encourage 

families to make the most of the many parking spaces in neighbouring streets that are available before 

9:00am.  A short walk is a delightful 

way to begin the day for grown ups 

and young learners alike.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


