
 

 

 

 
 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

There is no doubt that music can bring 
communities together and this is the case, at this 
time of year for Ainslie School.  In Week 6 we 
enjoyed connecting with families and friends 
across the ACT’s system of public schools for the IMP’s Bandstravaganza at 
Llewellyn Hall.  Performances by our Year 6 IMP students and those in the 
program’s extension ensembles, the Primary Concert Band and the Primary 
Concert Choir, were outstanding.  It was also special to see friends from 
years gone by performing with the secondary school ensembles. 
 

The musical highlights continue this week, and it was such a pleasure to 
spend time with families, friends and our Canberra Symphony Orchestra 
partners at the Shell Prom Concert on Saturday evening.  Our Strings 
Orchestra had the honour of providing a scene setting performance for 
guests on their arrival through the gates of Government House and we were 
very proud. The Term 4 musical showcase calendar concludes this Friday 
with Year 2 members of the Prep Choir bringing some holiday cheer to Parliament House. 
 

I know families will enjoy hearing culminating performances of our IMP bands, Orchestra, Voices, Prep choir and singers from every class 
at our Twilight Concert this Thursday evening.  Families who are unable to make the event may like to join us for the technical rehearsal 
during the morning from 11.30am.  We’d be grateful for any value you’d like to add! 
 

2020 SCHOOL CAPTAIN SELECTION 
School leadership is in sharp focus for the 20 nominees in the 2020 School Captain selection process.  These students are rising to the 
challenge of demonstrating active leadership on the playground and in classrooms in the lead up to this 
week’s elections.  Nominees will be sharing presentations they’ve created to showcase dispositions of 
kindness, responsibility and respect this Wednesday morning from 9.15am—9.45am.  Families and friends 
are most welcome to join us for this important assembly.  
 

CONNECTING WITH OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 
Students and staff have continued to make the most of the beautiful weather and resources around our 
neighbourhood throughout the term.  Last week, a sizeable group of Year 6 students took to Haig Park once 
again, this time connecting with country and special places through the Foraged Stories Workshop.  The 
workshop was led by Shaenice Allan, Ngunnawal Artist & Cultural Educator and Nicola Lambert, Community 
Artist. Students were invited to map their 'Connection to Country'. They discussed the significance of 
education (mostly Wednesday Wanderings) family, friends and holiday adventures and the experiences that 
connect them to place. Students collaborated to make artworks using Aboriginal symbols, paint and various 
print making methods.  I know you’ll enjoy the attached video https://vimeo.com/376271770  
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2019 Dates to Remember 
 
Tuesday, 3 December  Baker Gardens transition visit (9.30—11am) 
       Kindergarten Information Session (5—6.30pm) 
Wednesday, 4 December Kindergarten Information Session (8.30—9.30am) 
       Captains’ Speeches in the Hall (9.15—9.45am) 
       Board Meeting (5.30—7pm) 
Thursday, 5 December  Twilight Concert (5.30—7pm) 
Friday, 6 December   House Captains Speeches (11.30am in house groups) 
       Year 2 Prep Choir @ Parliament House (1.30—2pm) 
Monday, 9 December  Ainslie Parents and Teachers Sustainability Group (3.30pm) 
Wednesday, 11 December Speech Day (11.30am—1pm) 

https://vimeo.com/376271770


 

 

From our Principal continued ... 

We have valued our engagement with the Haig Park Experiments enormously, and students from every year level have enjoyed time in 
the park this year.  While we were confident that the experiments would support our use of the rich outdoor learning environment, an 
incidental outcome has been an evolving connection between Ainslie School and members of  the Canberra Seniors Centre. Social cards 
continues to be a fortnightly highlight for our Year 4 students and their older friends, and this week we can’t wait to introduce our Year 6 
classes to a group of senior mentors at CSC.  We’ll share more as this opportunity unfolds. 
 

TRANSITION ACTIVITY 
As conversations between Campbell High School staff and Ainslie’s teachers continue to support our senior students, another transition 
experience is unfolding for our youngest learners. 
 
For several weeks, we have enjoyed meeting friends from Baker Gardens and Reid Preschools, and some new faces from neighbouring 
Early Learning settings ahead of their entry to Kindergarten in 2020.  We thank Ainslie’s Early Years team for expertly guiding this 
important experience, and our exceptionally friendly Kindergartners for hosting new friends with kindness, responsibility and confidence. 
 
We are looking forward to sharing start-of-school tips with families during this week’s Kindergarten Information Session on tomorrow 
evening from 5—6.30pm. The session will be repeated on Wednesday morning from 8:30—9:30am for those who find an early start more 
fitting.  You’ll find more information about Ainslie’s approach to transitions in an attachment to this newsletter. 
 

2020 PLANNING 
Ainslie’s education team is well engaged in the careful consideration of arrangements that will support the social and academ ic success of 
our students next year.  We are currently analysing the benefits and merits of a range of models of class structures ahead of finalising our 
decisions. Teaching teams are also being identified with staffing arrangements all but confirmed.  We will be sharing updates through the 
Altiora during the next two weeks. 
 
Planning of class structures and placements in the ACT’s system of Public Schools is a dynamic process with families moving into and 
from our community over the Summer holiday period.   Please remember to contact the front office team if your family is moving from our 
community next year, or if you are aware of others who may be joining us. 
 
We value your support as partners in your child’s learning, and as we design class and team structures your confidence in Ainslie’s 
education team will enable our students to thrive.  Families are welcome to contribute to the process of determining class placements. 
Please feel free to arrange a conversation through our school office team if you would like to share your thinking.  Alternatively, you may 
like to send an email to wendy.cave@ed.act.edu.au . 
 

KEEPING FAMILIES SAFE 
Last Monday marked the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and also the beginning of 16 Days of Activism 
Against Gender-based Violence.  The Captain Cook Memorial Jet was recently lit to mark the campaign, using orange to represent a 
brighter future, free from violence against women and girls. Community activity such as this may draw media attention throughout the 
week, and I encourage families to use the opportunity to reinforce the Protective Behaviours messages we share at Ainslie. 
 

• We all have the right to feel safe all the time. 

• Nothing is so awful we can’t talk about it with someone. 
 
We know that schools play an important role in shaping and influencing attitudes towards respectful relationships, and that our impact is 
strengthened by the work we do with parents as partners in the education of Ainslie’s children and young people. 
 
For more information on what you can do if you see disrespect towards women, please visit the national campaign by Our Watch,  Doing 
nothing does harm. 
 

CULTIVATING READERS AND WRITERS 
It was such a pleasure to experience an impromptu meeting with Shirley Williams, an American children’s author and friend of Ainslie 
School last week.  Through her connection with an Ainslie family, students and teachers in Years 3 and 5 were treated to a conversation 
with Shirley, who shared a little about what writing means to her and how she approaches the task of composing stories.  We were 
delighted to learn that Lara and Liam Ward feature as characters in Shirley’s Come Walk With Me Series, and we can’t wait for these 
books to take their place in the Goodwin Library collection. 
 
Remember that our library is open for borrowing until the end of the year.  Be sure to stock up on your holiday reading! 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the Twilight Concert. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

mailto:wendy.cave@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/What-We-Do/Doing-Nothing-Does-Harm
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/What-We-Do/Doing-Nothing-Does-Harm


 

 

CONGRATULATIONS ... 
 
… to Mia, Amelia & Chris (pictured left) who last week performed for 
the final time with the ACT Primary Concert Choir (PCC) at one of 
Parliament House’s lunchtime Christmas concerts. Over their time 
with the PCC they have performed at Wattle Day Citizenship 
ceremonies; the Australian National Eisteddfod; Parliament House’s 
30th birthday celebrations; the launch of ABC TV’s 'Don’t Stop the 
Music'; in concerts with children’s entertainer Peter Combe and the 
Toronto Children’s Chorus; and the IMP's 'Step into the Limelight', 
'Winter Winds' and 'Bandstravaganza' concerts. 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on land, traditionally nurtured by the 
Ngunnawal people. Also connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin and the 
Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, teachers and children. Their elders past, 
present and emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of sustaining the land that sustains 
our life and recognise that sovereignty of this land was never ceded.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 
... to the following students who will celebrate a 
birthday this week:  Owen, Liam, Indiana, Amelia, 
Jack, Asha, Mia, Hugo, Izzy and Lara 

HERITAGE SURVEY 
Extension 

 
Please see the link below to the survey monkey below for 
the Heritage Survey. 
 
The survey has been extended and will now close 
midnight on Monday, 2 December 2019. 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5   

KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION SESSIONS 
 
Information sessions will be held in the Goodwin Library on Tuesday, 
3 December from 5:00—6.30pm and Wednesday, 4 December from 
8:30—9.30am. 

Drawing with Parents and Carers 
Thank you to everyone who’s come to join in on our Wednesday afternoon sessions with Naomi this term! We are changing the times of 
these sessions over the last few weeks of the year. The next one will be held from 9—10am on Tuesday, 10 December and morning tea 
will be provided by Oishii. 

  
 
Some moments to share - we’re excited to see the first tomatoes in 
the garden and loved this scene when Paul and Naomi paused in 
their busy days to enjoy the deck and a coffee!  
 

Beat the heat! 
We’re all feeling how these hot days can wear us down! The heat 
has an impact on our bodies and also on the food in our lunchboxes. 
Fresh food is best for our bodies. To keep it fresh pack your lunch 
boxes with an ice pack, you can make one by freezing a plastic 
bottle of water.  Remember to stay hydrated, water is the best super 
power for our bodies! 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5


 

 

P&C UPDATE 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
The end of the year and Christmas is fast approaching. Below are a few updates, some information and requests for help 
from the P&C. 
 

EVENTS 

The Twilight Concert will be held on Thursday, 5 December. For your convenience, the P&C has asked the Lions Club to 
provide a barbeque for the community. 
 
Oishii Canteen’s ‘Say hello to Summer!’ Term 4 Pancake Breakfast will be held from 7.45am on Friday, 13 December. 
Pancakes and hot chocolate - $2. Bacon and egg rolls - $5. Fresh fruit - gold coin donation. Coffee by Sly Fox (bring your 
keep cup). Donations of eggs and lemons will be gratefully received by the canteen. 
 

CONVERSATIONS 

A number of families have asked me for information as to whether Ainslie School will have composite classes, or is 
considering having composite classes next year. I passed this question to Wendy who has indicated that there may be 
composite classes next year. 
  
The school has sought to engage with the community and seek feedback on its new Positive Behaviour for Learning 
(PBL) graphic shared last week, supporting its behaviour management program. A number of education departments and 
schools in different states in Australia are implementing PBL. There are a number of public resources that families may 
like to read: 
 
ACT Education Directorate: https://www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/positive-behaviour-for-learning. 
This site has some great resources. I also have a Directorate PBL presentation that was provided by the Education 
Directorate to the P&C Council that I can provide upon request.  
 
NSW Department of Education: https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/succeed/positive-behaviour-learning 
QLD Department of Education: site: http://behaviour.education.qld.gov.au/positive-behaviour/Pages/default.aspx 
  
A number of schools in the ACT are at different stages of implementing PBL and might provide a useful reference for our 
community. Some schools have made some information and their policies available on the web: 
K a l e e n :  h t t p : / / w w w . k a l e e n h s . a c t . e d u . a u / _ _ d a t a / a s s e t s / p d f _ f i l e / 0 0 0 4 / 4 1 5 8 9 4 /
Sequence_for_Student_Behaviour_UCHSK_2018_PBL.pdf   
Charles Weston: http://www.charlesweston.act.edu.au/positive_behaviour_for_learning 
 

SEEKING ASSISTANCE FROM THE COMMUNITY 
The P&C is looking for someone in our community with accounting expertise to assist us to prepare our consolidated 
annual working papers for audit purposes and the consolidated annual financial statements for audit and submission to 
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) (financial year ending 31 December 2019). Work will be 
ready to commence in mid January with the audit commencing in mid February.  All in-house accounting, payroll and 
record keeping is undertaken on a regular basis in Xero, with the Ainslie OSHC accounts managed externally by an 
accounting firm. Please email ainsliepandctreasurer@gmail.com for further information if you have some spare time and 
the willingness and expertise to assist. We would be very grateful for your help. 
  

OPPORTUNITY AND ACHIEVEMENT POLICY 

The P&C will be considering applications for the Opportunity and Achievement Policy on 11 December. The policy and 
application form can be found on our new website: https://ainsliepandc.com.au/policy-documents-2/ 
 
Damien Ellwood (damienbeth@tpg.com.au) 
Ainslie School Parents & Citizen's Association President | https://ainsliepandc.com.au  

https://www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/positive-behaviour-for-learning
https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/succeed/positive-behaviour-learning
http://behaviour.education.qld.gov.au/positive-behaviour/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/415894/Sequence_for_Student_Behaviour_UCHSK_2018_PBL.pdf
http://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/415894/Sequence_for_Student_Behaviour_UCHSK_2018_PBL.pdf
http://www.charlesweston.act.edu.au/positive_behaviour_for_learning
mailto:ainsliepandctreasurer@gmail.com
https://ainsliepandc.com.au/policy-documents-2/
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
https://ainsliepandc.com.au


 

 

AINSLIE PARENTS AND TEACHERS SUSTAINABILITY GROUP 
 
Ainslie parents and teachers got together to kick off the first meeting of the Ainslie Parents and Teachers 
Sustainability Group. We heard from Lis of ACTSmart who provided a raft of activities that the school can 
participate in to improve its culture of sustainability. We thought we would kick off our activities with an 
investigation into food waste. Want to find out more? Come along to the next meeting on Monday, 9 December 
at 3.30pm in the KCS classroom. Or email Jess at jessgreenmusic@gmail.com or Sarah at 
reidsarah27@gmail.com for more information. 

Order Class/Group 

Welcome to Country Brolgas 

1 Ainslie Orchestra 

2 Dance Core 

3 Year 5 

4 Year 3 

5 Preschool 

6 Voices and Prep Choir 

7 Year 6 

8 Year 2 

9 Kinder 

10 Year 1 

11 Year 4 

TWILIGHT CONCERT 
Thursday, 5 December  

5:30pm—7pm  
 
Come and join the music stylings of Ainslie singers, dancers and instrumentalists for an evening 
of light entertainment (program below).  This event will be held outdoors in the junior playground.  
Enjoy a sausage sizzle or bring your own picnic dinner and get to know the Ainslie community. 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 
 
We are still looking for host families for our next Japanese Teaching 
Assistant, Yuri from April — December 2020. Yuri is a singer/
performer and also loves to watch and play sport. She will 
contribute $180 per week towards board and other expenses.  If you 
are interested and able to assist, please email Mel at 
Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au  

2L RECYCLING 
 
2L have been inquiring into how we can reduce our waste to landfill.  
Since the beginning of Term 2, we have been collecting drink 
containers that have a 10 cent deposit.  We collect flavoured milk 
containers, juice poppers, bottles and cans.  Every few weeks we 
count how many we have using tally marks and calculate how much 
money we will earn. We add our totals together.  So far, we have 
earned $46.00.  That’s 460 containers that will be recycled. We 
donate the money to charity. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Thank you for returning all outstanding loans as soon as possible. 
Overdue notices will be sent home today and students will be able 
to borrow over the holidays! 

Thank you to the 2019 Year 6 Graduation 
Dinner Committee for giving time, energy 
and creativity to planning for this event!   

mailto:jessgreenmusic@gmail.com
mailto:reidsarah27@gmail.com
mailto:Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au

