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Ainslie School 
 

 

2019 Dates to Remember 
 
Thursday 1 August  Limelight tickets go on sale 
Tuesday 6 August  Athletics Carnival 
Thursday 8 August  Jamie Pearlman Gala Day (Basketball) 
Tuesday 13 August  Netball Gala Day 
Tuesday27 August  Limelight Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Daytime Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Evening Performance 

 

 

Dear Families and Friends,  
 
This morning we were very pleased to welcome 7 new and 400 returning students to Ainslie 
School, fresh from varied and interesting term break experiences. 
 
As we launch into the term, classes across the school will be embarking on guided inquiries, 
exploring place, space and human endeavour and our engagement in the Haig Park Project will 
see us connecting with this beautiful local resource. 
 
We look forward to some rich learning opportunities this term during 
Science Week (Week 4), Book Week (Week 5) the Step Into The Limelight Performing Arts 
Spectacular (Week 6), and Literacy and Numeracy Week (Week 7). Watch this space for details.   
 
Staffing News 
 
We congratulate Naomi Zouwer, Ainslie’s Creative in Residence on receiving her award of 
Doctorate of Philosophy at a ceremony at the ANU last Thursday.  Naomi’s impact on curriculum 
and culture at Ainslie throughout the year was recognised in our presentations at the Australian 
Literacy Educators National Conference in Melbourne during the term break, and generated much 
interest from this educational community.  
 
As we continue to draw on the Arts as a driver of playful and sophisticated education at Ainslie 
School, we are looking forward to introducing Pip Buining to our community this term.  Pip brings 
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experience as a performing artist, academic and teacher, and will support curriculum design and 
delivery, engaging with students, staff and families. 
 
 
 
University Connections 
 
Term 3 programs across the school will once again be enriched by the efforts of students of Initial 
Teacher Education from the University of Canberra.  This morning our Year 4 HT students 
welcomed Cathryn Wheland who will work alongside our middle years team throughout her 6 
week placement.   From Week 4, we will be hosting the unit of study focusing on Mathematics in 
the UC’s undergraduate program in Teacher Education, and our staff look forward to working 
alongside academic colleagues in tutorial delivery and reflection on practice. 
 
I know that our Year 2 students and their teachers will keep you well posted as their collaboration 
with our student teacher teams unfolds. 
 
Playground Enhancement 
 
During Week 10, an enthusiastic team of middle primary students met with Ms Fiona Kidman, of 
the ACT Education Directorate’s facilities team, and Christina Pilkington to share their ideas about 
a fairy garden.  We also explored the challenges we have experienced with the courtyard space 
outside the Yerra  Building.  Term 3 sets  the scene for an improvement strategy for this area of 
great potential.  Watch this space to learn more about how you might contribute to this project.   
 
 
Showcasing our Work 
 
During the break Isobel Short, Jess Copeman, Faith Bentley, Sophie Bissell Anney Medhurst, 
Naomi Zouwer and I represented Ainslie School at the Australian Literacy Educators’ Association’s 
National Conference in Melbourne.  As the conference title, Literacy Empowering Voices 
suggested, we were well positioned to engage with education professionals and academics to 
share the work of Ainslie.  
 
Our presentations  
 

• Cultivating citizens:  Empowering voices through creative connections 

• Voiceless Voice:  Composing Visual Texts with Agency and Impact and  

• Text Creation Practices in Early Years Classroom 

 
enabled us to showcase how purposeful play, intentional learning design, personalised learning, 
and connecting with experts is influencing student agency, reflection and growth. 
 
A highlight for our team was to hear a plenary address by Bruce Pascoe, the writer of Tasmanian, 
Bunurong and Yuin descent.  Bruce reminded us that, in his view, ‘the best thing a teacher can do 
is to help children doubt, so they examine the thoughts of others’.  How nicely this thinking fits with 
the  emphasis we place on empathy and  critical thinking at Ainslie. 
 
 
All the best for the week ahead, 
 
 
Wendy Cave  
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Japanese Ambassador Visit 
 
On Friday, 5th of July, we gave Mr Takahashi, the new Japanese ambassador, 
along with some other important members of the Japanese Embassy a tour of 
Ainslie School. We showed him the iconic parts of the school including Naomi’s Art 
Room, the Japanese Room and the Japanese Garden. The students of Year 6 then 
introduced themselves in Japanese to show what they had learned in Japanese 
class recently and they asked Mr Takahashi several questions about his 
experiences as the Japanese Ambassador. 
Meeting Mr Takahashi and members of his staff was a very engaging experience. 
They were all very kind and giving them a tour of the school was an honour. We 
learnt a lot about Mr Takahashi’s happenings as an ambassador in Australia, and 
the many lovely people he got to meet during his visit. Introducing the school to Mr 
Takahashi was truly a privilege, and we hope that he comes to visit again.  
 

Max & Alicia – Year 6 
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Housekeeping 
 

Voluntary Contributions  
Any contribution is welcome and if you wish to pay by instalments, we are pleased to facilitate this for you. 
The annual voluntary family contributions set by the Ainslie School board is $90 for one student and $115 
for a family of two or more children attending the school. Parents and carers are able to contribute in any 
of the following three ways, two of which are tax deductible, the Ainslie School fund, the Goodwin Library 
and the Ainslie School Building Fund.  
 
 

 

ITS HERE !!! 

 
Children’s Book Week Council of Australia & Ainslie School are excited to   

announce 
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Welcome to term 3 

We welcome students and their families for another exciting 

term.  

This term, we continue offering yummy and nutritious food we 

make on the premises, using fresh seasonal ingredients and 

utilising the garden where possible.  

 

This term, we start offering gluten free crunchies which contains 

gluten free cereals so students with gluten allergy can also enjoy food from the canteen. 

Although we predominanty offer food which contains gluten, we make sure that all the 

equimpments and storage are clean from gluten to prevent cross contamination in 

preparation of crunchies. 

 

Did you know?  

 

As we come to the end of plastic free July, we hope you have had some new thinking 

around continuing to reduce waste! The purpose of these plastic free challenges is to 

inspire sustainable practices which we can maintain and and build on. If you are proud of 

your family’s waste reducing practices, come and talk to us and share your ideas! 

We have been recycling soft plastics for the past 2 years. Using the REDcycle program 

which is offered at major supermarkets, we put our soft plastics in the bins for soft plastics. 

The REDcycle program is a recovery initiative through which post consumer soft plastic 

is converted into new products including outdoor furniture. For more information, please 

read the link https://www.redcycle.net.au/ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Many hands make light work 

Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to 

pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s half an hour here or an 

hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to have a chat with Ari or 

Clair or drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  
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