
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
How nice it was to welcome our new and returning students this morning.  Five families will be commencing the start of their school journey 
at Ainslie this week and I thank the teachers and new friends who have supported their positive start. 
 
The small gathering at the front of the school this morning provided a significant start to the term as we raised three 
flags for the first time.  We thank Danny Jowers, our school captains and class representatives for celebrating the 
inclusion of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags at our site.  Please remember to follow class SeeSaw pages 
as we share work that ensures our students build knowledge, attitudes and values that support cultural integrity and 
acknowledgement of past and continuing contributions of the Ngunnawal People. 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
As we begin the term, it’s important to acknowledge the COVID-19 pandemic is continuing and this will be reflected in 
the way our school operates in the weeks ahead. 
 
On the advice of the Chief Health Officer, the ACT Government has paused its easing of restrictions and as a result we 
will remain at Step 2.2 of the COVID-19 Easing of Restrictions Roadmap for Schools until health advice changes. The 
roadmap is attached to this newsletter for your information. 
 
Restrictions in ACT public schools will remain as they were during the last two weeks of Term 2. 
 

• Students across all years will continue with on-campus learning. 

• Students vulnerable to COVID-19 will continue to be supported with remote learning.  

• We will continue to limit the number of adults on school grounds.  Parents and  carers should avoid entering the school building 

where possible.  

• Where scheduled events are planned parents can attend the school, however physical distancing and hygiene requirements must 

always be adhered to by adults.  

• Records will be kept of visitors entering the school.  

 
We will keep you informed of any changes to the easing of restrictions and what they will mean for our school.   
 
Cleaning of high frequency touch points will continue across the school both during the day and out of school hours and we will continue to 
provide sufficient soap, paper towel and hand sanitiser for students and staff. 
 
The ACT Government has introduced mandatory public health directions which require ACT residents to self-isolate for 14 days if they 
have travelled to Victoria and three specific locations in New South Wales (the Crossroads Hotel in Casula between 3-10 July, Planet 
Fitness in Casula between 4-10 July, or the Picton Hotel in Picton on 4, 5, 9 or 10 July). 
 
You can find more information and updates on the ACT Government COVID-19 web page. 
 
If your family has been in any of these locations, you will need to follow the health advice and self-isolate for the required period. Please 
contact us to let us know if your child won’t be attending school. 
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 
Tuesday, 4 August   Board Meeting @ 5.30pm 
Wednesday, 5 August  Masterplan Conversation 5—6pm (all welcome) 



 

 

We understand that this is a challenging time for the community and our children may present a range of responses and needs. It’s 
important we all take time to focus on the wellbeing of our families during this time. The Education Directorate has compiled a range of 
useful wellbeing resources for students and families which can be accessed via www.education.act.gov.au (Home Learning:  Resources 
for Students and Families). 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher in the first instance or our office team.   We thank you 
for your ongoing support as we continue to ensure our school is a safe place for our students and staff.  
 

STAFFING NEWS 
The term break has brought some changes to staffing at Ainslie.  Sophie Bissell, our Deputy Principal and her family have commenced 
their exploration of Australia and we look forward to hearing about her experiences of remote education, from a parents’ perspective 
throughout Semester 2.   We are once again enjoying the contributions of Ms Katrina Sheaves who has returned as Deputy Principal 
during Sophie’s time away. 
 
The COVID-19 situation continues to impact our staffing arrangements as we ensure the safety of vulnerable staff members and their 
families.  Michael McDougall is retaining his connection with Team Ainslie from afar as we head into Semester 2.  For the time being, 
Michael’s students will continue to work in the settings they have enjoyed in Term 3.   
 
We are delighted to see the return of Ms Claire Rummery, who recently completed the University of Canberra’s Initial Teacher Education 
program with Year 5/6B.  Claire will be joining the Junior Primary team this semester to ensure continuity of learning for our Year 1/2 
classes.  Claire thoroughly enjoyed working with Ms Medhurst’s students today. 
 
Jess Copeman and her family introduced us to baby Elijah during the break.  He arrived a little early and we are pleased to share he is 
progressing well.   We welcome Judy Farrell and Lucy Macourt from the Canberra Symphony Orchestra who will be supporting our music 
programs throughout the semester. 
 
In other baby news, Leesa Frame from Ainslie’s office team became a grandmother last week.  We are looking forward to meeting Thea 
in the near future! 
 

OUR CONNECTED COMMUNITY 
The term break bought a number of our community groups together to share visions and learn about opportunities that connect us. 
 
I thank Ashley Carruthers for engaging us with the ACT Government’s ‘Slower Streets’ initiative, and P&C and School Board 
representatives for bringing commitment and creative ideas to support safe and slower driving habits.  The stage is set for further 
connections between these groups and our sustainability enthusiasts who are keen supporters of the vision of increasingly ACTIVE 
Streets. 
 
A small and efficient garden working party on Saturday afternoon set a fitting scene for considering opportunities to support 
environmental sustainability throughout our community.   I thank Amy Blain, Sarah Safransky and Beck Palethorpe for initiating this 
gathering, and others who joined in the task of raking, mowing and bagging leaves for our garden compost (photos below). 
 
Watch this space for news of evolving projects that are connecting the people, places and priorities of Ainslie School. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 
 
During the last week of term, we noticed special effort from: 
Baker Gardens    Preparing and producing a delicious apple pie 
 Preschool People 
Lily    3/4J  Thinking cleverly about breathing, reading music and playing her recorder 

From our Principal continued ... 

Sustainability Group Working Bee 
(pictured left). 
 
 

Follow AINSLIE SCHOOL 
on Facebook. 
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PLEASE WELCOME … 
 

…  the following students and their families to 
Ainslie School:  Annabel (Preschool), Ben (KC), 
Calypso (1/2L), Rania (3/4S), Antonia (3/4J), 
Jasmine (5/6H) and Moale (5/6B). 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will celebrate 
a birthday this week:  Evan, Evie, Mikie, 
George, Frances and Maralmaa. 
 

Also to Alexandra, Lily, Yoonhong, Tristan, Evie, Patrick, 
Ben, Eloise, Maia, Finn, Crystal & Tava, Abi, Mattea, Angus 
and Jake who celebrated a birthday during the holidays. 

We are open 
Welcome to Term 3 and thank you to the families who continue to use our services. We are complying with government advice around 
COVID-19 strategies in our day to day operations, therefore we prefer families to place lunch orders through Flexischools (https://
www.flexischools.com.au/) or make over the counter payments using EFTPOS.   
 

Staff update 
One of our canteen managers, Clair Boyer will remain on leave this term. We extend our gratitude for her excellent work at Oishii 
Canteen and for her contribution in supporting student learning. While Clair is away, Ari continues to run the canteen with the help of  
some dedicated volunteers.  
 
As always, we welcome your feedback and if you have questions or would like to volunteer, please chat with Ari or email us at 
oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on 
land, traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also 
connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, 
Yuin and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their 
mothers, teachers and children. Their elders past, present 
and emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of 
sustaining the land that sustains our life and recognise 
that sovereignty of this land was never ceded.  

DID YOU KNOW … 
 
Do you know about Haig Park’s History? 
Originally constructed as a shelter belt in the early 1920s, Haig 
Park was later designated a public park in 1987 and listed on the 
ACT Heritage Register in 2000 for its significance as a 
landscape feature.  

MUMPS 
 
A confirmed case of mumps has been identified within our 
school community.  This is an infectious disease and ACT 
Government health regulations require students with mumps to 
be excluded from school (see attached factsheet). 
 

Should a member of your family present with symptoms, please 
contact your family doctor. 

LITTLE PEOPLE’S BIG DAY OUT 
 
Music plays an important role in the development of students at 
Ainslie School.  Learning as part of an ensemble supports 
students to develop musicianship and experience the many 
benefits of being part of a team.   This year we launched an end 
of term mini music festival, from a concept that has been gaining 
gentle momentum throughout the past 18 months.  
 
Ainslie's Little People’s Big Day Out provided an opportunity for 
senior students to play their instruments for an audience in the 
great outdoors of our playground. They performed a playlist and 
shared information about their instruments through a question 
and  answer session.  We congratulate our senior Brass, Strings 
and Ukulele bands, and thank Ms Bentley, Ms Martin, Seb Halme 
and Ms Copeman for preparing and supporting our musicians to 
success! 
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