
 

 

 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

THE TERM AHEAD 
Many thanks to Ainslie families and friends for taking time to share feedback with us during Term 2.  Day to day interactions at school, 
parent meetings that followed the distribution of Semester 1 reports and Mid Year Satisfaction Surveys provided rich data that has 
informed Term 3 planning. 
 
Multiple sources of information reflect: 
 

• an increasing understanding of how we work with students to meet their individual social, emotional and academic needs at Ainslie 
School.  Personalised learning, purposeful play and the use of authentic contexts are principles that underpin our playful and 
sophisticated approach; 

• strong teamwork between our staff and community groups;  and 

• experiences of agency and influence for students, staff and families. 
 
Cultivating community connections has been in sharp focus through this extraordinary year and technology has served us well through this 
period of physical distancing.  As we extend the use of digital platforms and social media, parents, staff and Ainslie’s many partners 
are experiencing connection in different ways.  Through the remote learning experience we added to routines of home-school connection 
each term, each week and each day.  These practices continue and will be shared by teachers this week. 
 
Providing outstanding education for the young people of Ainslie continues to be our priority and we thank you for your work in the important 
partnership we share.   
 

NEW FRIENDS OF AINSLIE 
Last week we enjoyed a visit from Dr Sophie Lewis, 2019 ACT Scientist of the Year and recently appointed Commissioner for Sustainability 
and the Environment.  During her tour students, staff and volunteers demonstrated and described how interdependence between people 
and the environment is a focus of learning and culture at Ainslie School.  
 
Today’s visit from the Director-General, Ms Katy Haire was her first since joining the Education Directorate late last year.  It was a pleasure 
to share stories of our history with her and our commitment to honouring our founding community’s vision for a progressive education. 
 
Both visitors explored how our focus on the Arts, environmental stewardship and human dignity create a culture that promotes positive 
behaviours for learning in a way that activates inquiry and celebrates diversity.  Students, staff and families affirmed our work with pride in 
conversations during these tours and we look forward to engaging with Dr Lewis and Ms Haire throughout the coming year. 
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 
Monday, 27 July    Term Letters Home 
Friday, 31 July    Chief Minister's Reading Challenge Concludes 
Tuesday, 4 August   Board Meeting @ 5.30pm 
Wednesday, 5 August  Masterplan Conversation:  talking solar 
       5.30—6.30pm (All welcome) 
Wednesday, 19 August  Understanding Autism: A Forum for Families and 
       Staff from 7:30—8:30pm 



 

 

UNIVERSITY CONNECTIONS 
We farewelled preservice teachers Hannah (1/2L) and Candice (3/4W) last week and Angela (3/4C) this week, and we wish them well in 
their future studies and careers.  
 
Term 3 programs across the school will once again be enriched by the efforts of students of Initial Teacher Education from the University 
of Canberra.  From Week 5, Year 3/4 will be hosting units of study focusing on Mathematics in the UC’s undergraduate program, and 
Health and Physical Education students will be joining us from Week 8.  Our staff look forward to working alongside academic colleagues 
in tutorial delivery and reflection on practice. 
 
I know that our students and their teachers will keep you well posted as their collaboration with our student teacher team unfolds. 
 

PLANNING FOR 2021 
Second semester signals the start of forward planning each year.  Enrolment Census data is being collected to support projections and 
planning, and 2021 Preschool enrolment offers will be posted this week. 
 
This is a particularly interesting period for us, given the impact of COVID-19 and residential development progressing in Ainslie School’s 
priority enrolment area.  We thank you for keeping us clued in to local population and demographic activity. 
 
Please contact our office team if you know you will be moving from the Ainslie School community in 2021.  We’d also be interested to 
know of any families you know of who may be moving in or returning to us. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 
 
This week we have seen examples of special effort from: 
Kindergarten students Experienced their first Wednesday Wandering to and around Haig Park last week 
Maisha  1/2L  Becoming a confident reader and helping our community build sustainable habits 
 
 

From our Principal continued ... 

When KC and KM were crossing the road on our walk back 
from Haig Park (pictured above), some police officers kindly 
stopped to help us cross, putting on the flashing lights and 
stopping the traffic. To thank them for their kindness both 
kindergarten classes made thank you cards (pictured left). 
We delivered the cards to the very surprised police officer at 

the desk of the City Police Station. 



 

 

SAFETY REMINDER 
 

Please take care as you move around our grounds 
on these cold winter days.  Frost patches can be 
slippery and they are sometimes hard to see. 

PLEASE WELCOME … 
 

…  Brayden (5/6H) and his family to Ainslie 
School. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Kirsten, 
Ottie, Jack, Riley, Finn, Forrest, Khani, 
Louis and Maica. 

Thank you, Ainslie IGA 
Did you know that for many years, the Ainslie IGA supermarket has been donating bread and other essentials to Oishii canteen? We 
would like to thank them for their support and generosity. Next time you see Manuel at the shop, please let him know that we are 
grateful for their ongoing support. 

 

Food safety tip 
Do you have leftover dinner in the fridge and plan to eat it for lunch the next day? Food Standards Australia New 
Zealand (FSANZ) recommends that we need to reheat leftover food until steaming hot, at least 60 degrees 
Celsius. It is a good idea to rotate and stir the food halfway through the heating process to avoid cold spots, 
where harmful bacteria can grow which can cause food poisoning. How do we know when it is 60 degrees? A 
good indicator is when the food is ‘steaming’ and hot throughout. Happy reheating.  

(Pictured left:  Raji, IGA staff member delivering bread to Oishii) 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on 
land, traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also 
connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, 
Yuin and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their 
mothers, teachers and children. Their elders past, present 
and emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of 
sustaining the land that sustains our life and recognise 
that sovereignty of this land was never ceded.  

CHIEF MINISTER’S READING CHALLENGE 
 

A reminder that the 2020 Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge is 
closing soon. Now is the time for students to finalise the record of 
all the books they have read since the challenge began on 
Monday, 17 February. This will include books read during remote 
learning. To complete the challenge, students must have read 30 
books by Friday, 31 July.  If you need a reading record form, 
please check in with your classroom teacher. NBN HELPING TO CONNECT FAMILY 

HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN 
 
Although our community has returned to face-to-face learning, 
NBN is continuing to help connect Australian families.  NBN 
have an Education Assistance Package that will continue 
through to 30 September 2020.  Log onto their website to find 
out more about their offer. https://www.nbnco.com.au/
campaigns/covid-19/education-assistance-package 

THANK YOU …. 
 

Over the past six weeks, I have completed my final Pre Service 
Teacher placement at Ainslie School in class 1/2L. It has been a 
rich learning experience and I have learnt vast amounts from all 
staff and students. 
 

The welcoming atmosphere from the staff and students has been 
phenomenal. A particular standout has been the sense of 
community I have not only witnessed, but also felt. Students 
across all year groups have demonstrated curiosity and a 
playfulness that has, and will continue to inspire me as an 
educator. 
 

A huge thank you to the students, families and staff of Year 1/2. I 
look forward to continuing my connection with Ainslie School in 
the future. 
 

Hannah Lutze 
Pre Service Teacher 

https://www.nbnco.com.au/campaigns/covid-19/education-assistance-package
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