
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Reminder:  School Satisfaction and Climate Survey closes Monday, 31 August 
 

Science Week at Ainslie presented a time for students, staff, families and friends to reflect on the importance of research, communication 
and collaboration.  Our students brought enthusiasm and creativity to challenges that saw them conducting experiments, learning new skills 
and being exposed to new ideas. I thank the many parents who came to share their knowledge and passion for science with us.  We are 
grateful to the Australian National University for enabling us, along with hundreds of students across the ACT to be captured on a satellite 
selfie.  The message we shared for all to see reflects our ambitious target as environmentally mindful citizens.   
 

During the week, our House Captains framed a follow up challenge that will see Ainslie as a collection point for recyclable materials, and we 
thank the staff of Office Works in Braddon for sharing their time and knowledge to help us along the way.  Watch Facebook and Seesaw 
pages for more information as this initiative moves ahead. 
 

EXPLORING BIG IDEAS  
Student engagement and impact is a feature of school culture at Ainslie, and our collaboration with experts in diverse fields provides many 
opportunities for our learners to leave their mark on the world. 
 

Last Friday a group was invited to join a conversation with Alasdair Roy OAM. Alasdair is a psychologist and social researcher who provides 
specialist advice to national and international organisations regarding service provision for children and young people.  He has enjoyed 
conversations with Ainslie students during the past three years, usually focusing on how the United Nations’ Declaration of the Rights of the 
Child are honoured.  Last year, our students provided advice to Alasdair on the design of materials promoting student safety and wellbeing. 
 

As an Associate of the School of Humanities and Behavioural Sciences at the Singapore University of Social Sciences, Alasdair is 
currently in search of young people’s perspectives on the thinking of Gandhi.  I am confident that the insights our students shared as they 
explored ideas from this significant peace activist will impress the audience Alasdair is addressing next month in honour of 150 years since 
Gandhi's birth.  I thank the group of students who helped and inspired him.  As Gandhi's seemingly timeless quotes suggest, our children are 
incredibly wise! 
 

 Experience gained in two schools under my control has taught me that punishment does 
not purify, if anything, it hardens children.   

 

 The law of love could be best understood and learned through little children.   
 

 If we are to create peace in our world, we must begin with our children. 
 

 The greatest lessons in life, if we would but stoop and humble ourselves, we would learn 
not from the grown-up learned men, but from the so-called ignorant children.  

 
CELEBRATING DIVERSITY  
Human diversity is a strength of Ainslie and our work at school is all the richer for the differences we bring.  
 

Wear it Purple Day is coming up this week and will be an opportunity to connect as a community and support each other.  Wear it Purple 
Day is a celebration of the spirit of LGBTIQ+ youth as purple symbolises “spirit” on the rainbow pride flag. It is a day of acceptance and to 
raise awareness that, while we have made progress, young LGBTIQ+ people still experience discrimination, prejudice and harassment in 
our community.   
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 

Thursday, 27 August   Lunch time craft (1– 2pm Junior playground) 
Friday, 28 August   Wear it Purple Day 
Monday, 31 August   2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey closes 
Monday, 7 September  Year 6 Combined Band Practice with North Ainslie 
       Primary School @ 9.45am 
Friday, 18 September  Year 3/4 @ Birrigai (day trip) 
       Book Fair (see attachment) 

https://www.wearitpurple.org/wear-it-purple-day-2020


 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Opening hours  
Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 8.45am—9.15am 

If you would like to know a little more about this event, the ACTSafe and Supportive Schools Initiative, or our student 
support practices more specifically, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or a member of the executive 
team through the school office.  
 
I hope you can take a little time this week to discover the purple in your wardrobe for 28 August! (www.wearitpurple.org)  
 

PCK MATHEMATICS 
Last week 30 preservice teachers from the University of Canberra were orientated to the people, places and priorities of Ainslie 
School.  With their focus on how young learners grow to understand mathematics concepts, these students of initial teacher education will 
be helping us to sharpen our practice through the lens of contemporary research.  We look forward to working with them, and 
the academic advice Jonathan Adams will be providing to support our work as we enable Ainslie’s students to use Mathematics with 
agency and impact. 
 
We especially thank our Year 3/4 students for the important part they will be playing in developing high quality teachers during the weeks 
ahead.   
 

CONNECTING WITH FAMILIES:  UNDERSTANDING AUTISM ONLINE FORUM 
At Ainslie we know that quality interactions between people builds empathy and shared perspective.  In the school setting, the connection 
between home and school supports children’s successful participation. Since the period of remote learning, we have enjoyed using 
multiple modes of communication to build this critical connection.   
 
Last Wednesday evening’s online forum brought students, staff and a number of families together for a conversation to deepen our 
understanding of the experience of people with autism.  I thank Ainslie’s Inclusion Support Coach, Steph Martin for hosting this very 
special event, and extend our deepest gratitude to Ryan and Alison Handley and Jenelle and Penelope Blyth for sharing their candid 
insights with us, in the interests of making education at Ainslie even more remarkable for our diverse community. 
 
If you would like to know a little more about this focus, or our approach to supporting student diversity more broadly, please don’t hesitate 
to contact your child’s teacher, or Steph Martin by email (Stephanie.Martin@ed.act.edu.au) or through the school office team. 
 

PRESCHOOL NEWS  
Reid and Baker Gardens Preschools set a fitting introduction to the principles that guide educational practices at Ainslie School. Along 
with other preschool settings across the ACT, our programs are routinely assessed and rated against a National Quality Standard, which 
is underpinned by the following principles. 
 

 The rights and best interests of the child are paramount. 

 Children are successful, competent and capable learners. 

 Equity, inclusion and diversity underpin the framework. 

 Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures are valued. 

 The role of parents and families are respected and supported. 

 Best practice is expected in the provision of education and care services. 
 
Seamless alignment of these principles and Ainslie’s strategic framework ensure the P-6 education experience at Ainslie is coherent and 
progressive - an intent that was set over 90 years ago. 
 
The NQS Assessment and Rating process will bring assessors to Ainslie’s preschools later this term.  We look forward to engaging in this 
rigorous review of areas including programs and practice, children’s health and safety, the physical environment, staffing, partnerships 
and leadership.  We thank our preschool team, Anne Westerman, Simone Hobday, Stacey Nichols and Cathy Piani for their commitment 
to providing outstanding education for our youngest learners. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 
 

From our Principal continued ... 

Ainslie  School  is an 
 

ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
 

Avoiding all nuts 

mailto:Steph.martin@ed.act.edu.au


 

 

LUNCH TIME CRAFT 
 

Lunch time craft will be held this Thursday! It's going to be purposeful craft to 
support the exciting new parent-run campaign calling on the federal government to 
direct COVID-19 recovery spending to the installation of solar panels and batteries 
in all schools and early childhood centres across the whole of Australia. 
 

We would love parents and volunteers to join us and make some colourful sun craft 
with the children from 1pm - 2pm on the junior playground (visitors please sign in at 
the Front Office). We will be using recycled items to create small suns and talk to 
students about the potential benefits of clean energy. Besides having heaps of fun, 
we are also hoping to take some beautiful photos of the sun craft and forward it to 
the ACTED media group. 
 

The key to the success of the 'Solar our schools' campaign is parent support. To 
show yours, you can sign the Open Letter (if you haven't done so already): 
https://www.ap4ca.org/solarourschools 
 

Solar power and batteries not only generate and store energy to power our 
schools, they also create lots of local jobs and provide huge savings on our school 
energy bills.  
 

If you like the sound of that, please sign and share the Open Letter with your 
networks. 
 

If you’d like to get involved, let the front office team know and they'll put us in touch. 
 

Grit, Christina P and the Ainslie School Sustainability Group 

SCIENCE WEEK AT AINSLIE SCHOOL 

x-apple-data-detectors://1
https://www.ap4ca.org/solarourschools
https://www.ap4ca.org/solarourschools


 

 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS  YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
NMA Excursion  5/6B and selected  Perm & payment by 28 Aug 
     Students 
Birrigai — day trip  Year 3/4    Perm & payment by 3/9 

SPOONS AND FORKS NEEDED 
Two years ago, we pledged to reduce the amount of single use plastic cutlery in the canteen by swapping 
them to reusable ones. Single use plastic cutlery is harmful to the environment because they can end up 
in landfill and our waterways. 
 
We are enormously proud of our students who adapted quickly with the change and encourage others to return our 
reusable cutlery when finished with them. Recently we learnt that some of our reusable cutlery ended up going home with 
students, in the rubbish bin, or left on the playground. This week, we are calling for stainless steel spoons and forks to be 
donated so we can continue to support our sustainable practice. They don’t have to be brand new; we love vintage, think of 
Op Shop. Please drop them at the canteen, and we will make a tally. By the end of Week 9, we will announce the class 
winner who will receive a reward from the canteen. We thank you for your ongoing support.  
 
Freezing is a great way to keep food for longer and avoid food waste. Below are handy tips to keep frozen food safe to eat: 
 

Check that your freezer temperature is at -18°C or below to stop bacteria from growing. 

Freezing will keep food safe for a long time (months or more), but the quality may go down over time. 

Food keeps better in the freezer if packed in airtight packages, for examples use sealable bags and containers. 

Sometimes foods like red meat gets discoloured in the freezer – this could be from exposure to air, freezer burn, or 
extended periods in the freezer. The meat should still be safe to eat. 

Check your freezer door for recommendations on how long different foods can be frozen for. 
 (Source:  Food Standards Australia New Zealand) 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on 
land, traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also 
connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin 
and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, 
teachers and children. Their elders past, present and 
emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of sustaining 
the land that sustains our life and recognise that sovereignty 
of this land was never ceded.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week: Olivia, 
Faheem, Eva and Noorah and belated 
birthday wishes to Albert for last Saturday. 

PARENTS: WANT TO HELP IMPROVE 
OUR SCHOOL? 

 
Over 70 parents and carers have already completed the 2020 
School Satisfaction & Climate Survey but, for the results to 
reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need 
as many of you as possible to complete the survey before 
Monday, 31 August.  
 
If you cannot locate the unique survey link sent to you on 
Monday, 10 August (your child’s name and school will be in 
the first line of the email) or did not receive one, please use 
this link to take the survey: https://tinyurl.com/y6y8owmj .  
 
You will need to have your child’s Student ID handy. To 
complete the survey for a second child, simply click on the 
link again. 
 
Thanks to all our families who have completed the survey; 
your feedback is appreciated. 

https://tinyurl.com/y6y8owmj


 

 

Community Notices 

CHESS — A FEW STEPS ON A BOARD 
OR A WINDOW TO THE WORLD? 

 
As a mystery, chess has been mesmerising humanity 
since ancient times, while pleasing their various interests in 
the form of a chimerian unity - as a game, science, art and 
sport. 
 
In times of an accelerated lifestyle implied by smartphones, 
video games etc, concentration and memory are seriously 
endangered and disregarded, chess can offer efficient 
problem solving measures. Children stay focused during the 
entire game, are relying on their own thinking and 
decision making in accordance with their prior 
knowledge and they are also bearing the consequences of 
those in a fair-play way. 
 
At the after school Wednesday chess classes, besides 
learning and practicing opening theory, tactics, strategic 
thinking and endgame techniques, students are also 
developing their memory, analytical, logical abstract and 
efficient thinking, as well as divergent thinking about multiple 
solutions, recognition of relations, creativity etc. 
 
The lessons run from 3:30pm—5:25pm and cost $120 per 
term. My instructions, based on the decades of practical and 
theoretical experience, might help dedicated students in 
finding and pursuing the narrow path to master class. 
 
If interested, come along and with enhanced, exact logical 
thinking discover and refine your most valuable personal 
qualities! 
 
Endre Ambrus — Chess Teacher 
Endre.ambrus@gmail.com 
0401 584 605 

SPRING TENNIS CANBERRA COACHING 
REGISTRATIONS ARE OPEN! 

 
Tennis Canberra's professional coaches are running junior 
tennis coaching programs at both South & North Canberra 
clubs this Spring.  We welcome first time players and those 
who are ready to play competition tennis. 
 
The 2020 Spring Season starts the week of 24 August 
however you are welcome to join at any time. 
 

For more information and to book please visit 
www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis or email 

play@tenniscanberra.com.au  

http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis
mailto:play@tenniscanberra.com.au

