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Ainslie School 
 

 
2019 Dates to Remember 

 
Tuesday 14 May   NAPLAN  (Yr 3 & 5) 
Wednesday 15 May   NAPLAN 
Wednesday 15 May  5.30 – 6.30 Masterplan Community Conversation – the Campbell PS Experience 
Thursday 16 May    NAPLAN  
Friday 17 May 2:30-3:00 Connected Community Conversation – Sport & Physical Education 
Saturday 18 May 8:00-6:00 Voting available in YERRA 
Wednesday 22 May  Year 5 Camp Cooba 
Wednesday 29 May  North Gungahlin X Country 
Wednesday 29 May 5:00 – 6:00 Year 4 Art Exhibition in School Foyer 
 

 
Dear Families and Friends 

 

What a pleasure it was to be part of a walking group on Friday morning for Ainslie’s Term 2 Walk or Ride 

To School Day.  The additional meeting point,just outside the Gorman Arts Centre provided easier access to 

this experience for families living south of Limestone Avenue. 

 

WRTS routes are peppered with the Active Streets symbols, which indicate reasonable distances for walking 

part way to school.  We encourage families to make the most of the many parking spaces in neighbouring 

streets that are available before 9:00am.  A short walk is a delightful way to begin the day for grown ups and 

young learners alike.  
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Cross Country Carnival  

 

Canberra’s autumn freshness reached us in just in time for Thursday’s Cross Country Carnival.  We thank 

our students, staff and families for making this event a tremendous success.  The level of student 

participation was notably high, and I suspect the brisk conditions contributed to some very fast times.  We 

thank carnival coordinators Mel Cummins and Stephanie Martin, our University of Canberra Pre-service 

teachers, and the large community cheer squad for ensuring seamless operation on the day. 

Placegetters were acknowledged at Friday’s assembly and our House Captains announced  

Griffith as the 2019 Cross Country House Champions.  Ribbons were presented on Monday morning, and 

students who have been selected to represent Ainslie at the North Canberra/Gungahlin District Carnival in 

Week 5 will receive information this week. 

We extend our gratitude to Craig Honeybrook and Colin Read for sharing their knowledge, skills and 

motivational impact with Ainslie’s early morning Running Club in the lead up to these carnival.  

 

NAPLAN 

 Students in Years 3 and 5 at Ainslie and around Australia will be participating in the National Assessment 

Program Literacy and Numeracy this week.  The assessment tasks provide a snapshot of student 

performance that is used by the school and the directorate in analysing performance trends, programs and 

resourcing across the school and system.  Families receive individual reports about their children’s 

performance on the test later in the year.  

NAPLAN tasks commenced this morning and will resume on Wednesday and Thursday morning and we 

thank families, in anticipation, for helping our students arrive at school well rested, with energy from a 

nourishing breakfast, and on time to support their smooth participation.   

If you would like to know more about the upcoming assessments, please don’t hesitate to contact our 

NAPLAN coordinators, Greg Taylor and Louise Coombes. 

 

Music News 

Ainslie’s senior music ensembles include Instrumental Music Program Brass Bands, Ukulele groups led by 

Seb Halme, and Strings groups led by Jess Copeman, with input from the Canberra Symphony Orchestra.   

The Voices Choir brings together students from across the school who share a love of singing. Ainslie’s 

Voices have earned an impressive reputation, which often leads to invitations to perform within the 

Canberra community.  We were delighted to be called upon to assist with celebrations marking the 10th 

Anniversary of the Museum of Australian Democracy.  Ainslie’s rendition of the song Call to Action by Mr 

Tim Brevitt was recorded and captured by media, and the engagement, courtesy and charisma of our 

students was reflected in feedback to this very proud Principal.    
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Museum of Australian Democracy 

At Ainslie School, teachers recognise the link between literacy and citizenship.  We know that with every 

text an author creates, they have the power to influence others.  Similarly, we recognise that every text a 

reader consumes has the potential to influence and shape them.  These ideas are embedded in the curriculum 

our teachers plan and guide, as we foreground  literacy, critical and creative thinking,  personal and social 

capability, ethical understanding, intercultural understanding  and ICT capability. 

This morning our continuing connection with MOAD brought 10 senior students back to Old Parliament 

House for a workshop exploring media and critical literacy.  We look forward to watching their learning 

unfold as our senior students take increasing responsibility for whole school communications throughout   

2019. 

 

Master Plan Community Conversation 

We are looking forward to continuing the conversation about the Ainslie School Master Plan with the 

community this Wednesday evening, from 5:30-6:30pm.   Chris Jacobi, project leader from the ACT 

Education Directorate will join us once again to share progress and next steps. Campbell Primary School’s 

Principal, Paula Kinsman will also join us to share a little about her recent experience in developing and 

upgrading her site through the Master Plan process. 

Parents, students, neighbours and staff are most welcome. 

 

All the best for the week ahead,  

 

Wendy Cave 
☺  

 

Congratulations  

 

Cooper in Year 2 & Lachlan in Year 5 for their efforts at the ACT Swimming Carnival.  Cooper placed 6th 

overall in the 50m freest5yoe and Lachlan placed 7th overall in 100m freestyle, 50m Butterfly and 200m 

individual medley 

 

Reminders: 

As an ACT Government facility, families and friends are reminded that Ainslie Primary School is a no -

smoking site.  We thank our community for considering the health and wellbeing of our community, and 

acknowledging this requirement. 

                                                                

Cross Country: 

We are really proud of the efforts of all students at the cross country carnival.  Congratulations to those 

students who will be representing Ainslie School at the North Gungahlin Cross Country on 29th May. 
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This week we have seen examples of special effort from:  

 

Mia & Elizabeth from Year 4 for their amazing Ainslie School & surrounding areas Parking Zone Map 
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“Curiosity has sparked after Ainslie Students attend News 
Media Workshop” 

 

On the 13th of May 10 students between Years 5 and 6 had the opportunity to take part in 
the News Media Literacy Workshop at The Museum of Australian Democracy (MoAD). 
 

 

At 10:00am 10 of Ainslie’s students from Year 5 and 6 got 
into a maxi taxi and drove to Old Parliament House a.k.a 
MoAD to the sound of Hamish’s ‘statement jokes’.  
 

We were all here to discuss the concepts and issues of 
teaching News Media Literacy in Australian Schools. We 
were led into the building, through a field of [Vote 1 for 
blah, blah, blah] signs, passing open studies where we got 
to see people actively working until finally we entered a 
luxurious soundproofed meeting room, located in the 
senate chambers of the heritage building. This area was 
not open to the public. We were told a little about the 
history of MoAD and how the building was ninety two years 
old - much like Ainslie School! 
 

 

The first thing 
everyone 
noticed were 
the cushioned 

spinny chairs, but that’s trivial, what we were here to 
do was influence the teaching and learning of this 
topic across classrooms of Australia.  
 

 

 

 

First we discussed what News Media was and how it 
tunnelled its way into the wider community and how it 
influenced people’s opinions. We discussed the 
different ways we are exposed to news and made a 
timeline of what part of the day we connect with the 
news and how this happens. We considered the 
different ways news is made, how to distinguish fake 

news from real news, and how to teach students media literacy. A list of questions sparked our 
views on which we believed to be reliably true through a spectrogram.  
 

STRONGLY AGREE - AGREE - DISAGREE - STRONGLY DISAGREE 

 

• “I think Australian news treats everyone the same. I have not noticed any discrimination in 
the reporting of news.” 

• “I think Australian news media see young people like me as an audience. Young people’s 
voices are well represented.” 

• “I think it’s up to individuals to stop fake news. If people stop sharing it, it won’t spread.” 
 

“I as an individual have the ability to prevent the spreading of fake news.” Connor 
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In the break we enjoyed running around the historical senate rose gardens, eating subway cookies 
(although some unfortunate people weren’t able to eat the delicacy). 
 

 

We returned to the prospect of a challenge; reviewing 
multiple models educators use in different parts of the 
world. We reviewed and analysed different ways of 
teaching Media Literacy from America, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. Surprisingly, all 
three groups revealed the same opinion of the three 
models being analysed. After review the Netherlands 

methods of teaching (Model 3) were deemed superior and topped the charts, with Model 1 coming 
in next, leaving moping Model 2 lying on the ground. All these models seemed effective wherever 
they were used most but to decide which one will influence the Australian model most is an 
important breakthrough. We did this in groups of 3 or 4, collaborating and including everyone's 
ideas to come up with an end product. It was notable that by now many paper cranes were 
scattered around the table, accompanied by other origami creations. Although it was a 
complicated session that left us a bit worn out, some subs, wraps and juice was all it took to get us 
playing an energetic game of build up tips in the rose maze. 
 

 

 

We were told that the third session would be more 
easy going than the second, although group work 
required much of our energy. The activity that took up 
the majority of the third session was reviewing some 
online resources (in this case, videos) that were built 
on the concept of explaining to the target audience of 
what News Media Literacy is. Unlike the second 

session this wasn’t competitive and focused on two main resources, a BTN (Behind The News) 
video and a Ted-Talk accompanied by moving sketches.  
 

We all agreed that the BTN was suitable for an introduction into fake news, and the Ted-Talk was 
a more in depth approach for audiences with prior understanding. We all agreed that it had been a 
great day although we were also happy to be back at school again.  
 

 

“...I learnt so much about the small details that are usually overlooked in the classroom and what 
the purpose was for them. I not only learnt about news 
media but the history of old parliament house which 
played such an important part in making the workshop 
that little bit more special. Overall it was a great 
experience and I recommend it if anyone has the 
opportunity.” Bella 

 

 

 

“... we explored what school kids know about news and how we find out about news. I got to feel 
what it’s like to be part of a study and it was a good experience. It was fun.” Hannah 

 

“Overall the experience was enjoyable and interesting and it enhanced my knowledge on the topic 
of media literacy.” Akira 
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Reporters: Clare, Connor, Hamish, Sacha, Angus, Toby, Bella, Rashmi, Hannah and Akira. 
 

 

OISHII NEWS 
The Oishii canteen team is delighted to inform you that students and staff are very encouraged to return 

cutlery, cups, and bento boxes to the canteen with the introduction of the raffle ticket program.  

 

Congratulations to those who have won the vouchers to spend at the canteen. We will continue to draw a 

raffle ticket during Monday lines.  

 

Winter has arrived which means it is soup weather and we are excited!   

It’s time to pull your saucepans, crock pots and slow cookers from the cupboard and warm your home with 

delicious and nutritious soup. Why do we love soup? 
Easy to make and relatively cheap - think of cheap cuts of meat, lentils, beans and seasonal veggies. 

Great way to enjoy veggies and child friendly, hint: use stick blender to hide those obvious one kids don’t 

like. 

Make big batches for school, work or freeze them- thermos is your best friend. 

One- pot wonders for those who don’t like doing the dishes, yes! 

Packed with immune boosting nutrients to fight off winter cold. 

Minestrone soup recipe 
 

Ingredients 

1 tablespoon olive oil 

1 onion 

1 clove garlic 

1 x 400g can of tomatoes, no added salt 

1 carrot 

1 large parsnip 

2 sticks of celery 

1 tablespoon tomato paste, no added salt 

1 teaspoon dried mixed herbs 

1 litre vegetable stock, salt reduced 

2 cups of water 

½ cup small pasta (uncooked) 

1 x 400g can of four bean mix, no added salt 
 

Method 

1. Chop onion. Crush garlic clove. Dice 

carrot and parsnip. Slice celery sticks.  

2. Heat oil in a large saucepan and add 

onion and garlic. Cook until the onion 

has softened. 

3. Stir through the tomatoes, carrot, celery, 

parsnip, tomato paste, mixed herbs, stock 

and water. Cover and bring to the boil. 

4. Reduce heat and simmer for 25 minutes 

or until the vegetables are tender.  

5. Add pasta and four bean mix. Cook for a 

further 5 minutes or until the pasta is al 

dente.  
 

Information, recipe and photo sourced from Nutrition Australia: 

http://www.actnss.org/home/recipes/minestrone-soup-2/ 

http://www.actnss.org/home/recipes/minestrone-soup-2/
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P&C Opportunity and Achievement Allowance 

Did you know that each year the P&C provides support to families by way of the Opportunity and 
Achievement Allowance?  

The purpose of this policy (attached) is to provide financial support to recognise current students 
representing the school in approved activities or enable current students to participate in a sporting, 
academic, cultural, community or artistic experience. 

This means that the P&C is able to offer a small allowance to families for students that attend selected 
representative sport, academic or artistic events that are held at the national or international level. 

It also means that the P&C is able to provide financial assistance to families to enable students to 
participate in sporting, academic or artistic experiences that they may not otherwise be able to attend. 

If you would like to apply for an Opportunity and Achievement allowance, please complete the attached 
form and return it to the P&C secretary (Mel - mel@meltin.net). 

Please note that all applications are confidential. 
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club will be starts at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  

Please bring quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

 

WEEK 2 

Monday 6th May: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 8th May – SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 9th May - 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 3 

Monday 13th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 16th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 4 

Monday 20th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 23rd May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 5 

Monday 27th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday – ZONE NORTH GUNGAHLIN CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 30th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 3rd June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 6th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 10th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 12th June – ACT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Thursday 13th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 8 

Monday 17th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 20th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 24th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 27th  June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Monday 1st July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 4th July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group. 
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