
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
As this week’s Altiora makes its way to our families, I am making my way to Shanghai, China.  It will be very special to spend 
Children’s Week this year amongst the ACT’s delegation to the International Confederation of Primary Principals Conference. I look 
forward to exploring the conference theme Connecting Leaders, Creating the Future, and  am interested to learn how communities 
across the world are considering the national theme for Children’s Week in 2019, UNCRC Article 24. 
 
'Children have the right to good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food and a clean environment so that they will stay 
healthy. Richer countries should help poorer countries achieve this. 
 
Children’s Week highlights at Ainslie will include some AFL action on the playground, and recognition of two highly valued volunteers 
at Ainslie, Priscilla Heigle and Christina Pilkington.  Priscilla and Christine will be formally recognised at an awards ceremony on 
Wednesday, morning. 
 

STAFFING NEWS 
This week we acknowledge World Teachers’ Day,  with  communities around the world considering the theme, “Young Teachers: 
The future of the Profession.” The education team will be pausing on Friday to celebrate the profession worldwide, take stock  of 
achievements, and to consider the importance of attracting and keeping bright minds and young talents in the profession.  
 
As a University of Canberra Affiliate School, teachers at Ainslie play a significant role in the development of preservice teachers.  
This year alone, we have supported over 70 students in their studies of Initial Teacher Education.  We were delighted to learn last 
week that Janelle Jack has been awarded the UC’s inaugural Faculty of Education Mentor Award. This award calls for nominations 
from preservice teachers and recognises mentors who contribute significantly to their growth and development.  We are very proud! 
 
On behalf of our community, I thank all of Ainslie’s extraordinary educators for investing so much in one of the greatest professions 
on earth.   
 
In other staffing news, Katrina Sheaves made many friends and connections during her orientation to Ainslie’s executive team last 
week, ahead of assuming the role of Principal during my absence this week. We thank Katrina for joining us to support periods of 
staff leave this fortnight. 
 
We welcome the return of Sarah-Jane Brown to Ainslie, following her experience in the South Weston Network this year.  I know 
students and staff from Years 3 – 6 will enjoy her leadership. 
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2019 Dates to Remember 
 

This week is Children’s Week 
 

Tuesday, 22 October  Baker Gardens Preschool Transition Visit (9.30—11am)  
Thursday, 24 October  Year 3 departs for Warrambui Camp (9am) 
Friday, 25 October   Assembly hosted by Year 1 
       Year 3 returns from Warrambui Camp (3pm) 
Monday, 28 October  Market Day (9.45—11am) 
Thursday, 31 October  Selected students @ Inner North Indigenous Cluster 
         (10am—2.30pm) 
Friday, 1 November  Reid Preschool Transition Visit (9.30—11am) 
Saturday, 2 November  Fete Day (10am—2pm) 
Monday, 4 November  Swimming commences for Years 1 & 2 



 

 

From our Principal 

continued ... 

We are also looking forward to meeting Freya Ryan from Campbell High School this week.  Freya’s placement as a volunteer will contribute 
towards her certification in Early Childhood Education and Care through the CIT. 
 
It’s hard to imagine a more fitting finale for Greg Taylor than spending time at Camp Warrambui with our Year 3 students.  We wish Greg all 
the best at Palmerston District School and will enjoy hearing about his early experiences in his new school when he pops back for end of 
year events. 
 

THE AINSLIE SCHOOL FETE 
Each year, the Ainslie School Fete holds a significant place on our calendar,  and I thank families, students, neighbours and community 
partners for their contributions in the lead up to this event.  With 12 sleeps until fete day, the countdown is well and truly on! 
 
There are so many ways our community benefits from engagement in this event.  Opportunities to grow connections with one another in a 
playful space is something Ainslie’s young people experience every day, and it is nice to watch families and friends experience this too 
during the fete.  There are a few roles to fill on stalls and activities, so please don’t hesitate to contact Ainslie’s P&C President, 
Damien Ellwood if you are interested in supporting the coordinating team.   
 
Whatever your contribution may involve, I thank you in anticipation of bringing your smiles, energy and playfulness along. 
 

SHARING THE CURRICULUM 
Teachers at Ainslie work skillfully with the Australian Curriculum to provide consistency and accountability for the learning they guide.  This 
document is accessible at www.acara.edu.au 
 
Since we know that real contexts lead to real learning, and that no two learners are exactly the same, we look for meaningful and relevant 
opportunities through which our students can explore and develop the knowledge, skills, capabilities and understandings embedded in the 
Australian Curriculum.  This way of working is part of our commitment to personalising learning to support the engagement and growth of 
every child, every day.  While all of the learning that occurs during the school day is underpinned by sophisticated design, we build on 
spontaneous events that spark genuine curiosity. 
 
Your child’s teacher will be sharing information about the Term 4 classroom program in the week ahead.  Please don’t hesitate to engage 
with them if you would like further information, as we welcome conversations at any time regarding your child’s learning and development. 
 
With a strong tradition of Arts education, we hope you enjoy the information included in this newsletter about aspects of Ainslie’s Music 
program in a term that provides many performance opportunities.  Our Creative-in-Residence, Naomi Zouwer has also provided some 
information about the work that will see her engaging students, staff and our community through the term. 
 

CLASS PLACEMENTS 2020 
The complex process of planning classes for the year ahead is underway and families are invited to contribute.  Positioning learners for 
success is a shared responsibility and we value the input of our parents as experts in their children. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to share your thoughts with me about your child’s class placement for 2020. Appointments for a conversation can be 
made through Ainslie School’s  office team. 
 
All the best for the week ahead.  I’ll see you in Week 3! 
 
Wendy Cave 



 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
 

Please let the Front Office know, as soon as 
possible, if your contact details change 

(home address and/or telephone numbers).  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 
... to the following students who will celebrate 
a birthday this week:  Jayce, Hannah, Olivia, 
Kyle and Evelyn. 

Like all aspects of education at Ainslie, music is about developing the child holistically. This means that music is embedded through the 
mainstream program, music specialist classroom, choirs, dance groups, performance troupes, ensembles and wider community. The 
way music permeates the learning spaces is a feature of the school. Music at Ainslie School supports and celebrates each child’s 
academic, social-emotional, linguistic, cultural and cognitive growth (Model, 2009). 
 
There has always been a specialist music/singing program. 25 years ago Ainslie School became ANU’s Music Education Program’s 
(MEP) demonstration school.  
 

Music is recognised as a significant mode of expression and communication in contemporary education. As such, it holds a place of 
prominence in the school’s curriculum.    Authentic connections are made at every opportunity.    
 
In addition to classroom music (which includes an element of singing tuition) students participate in a range of activities, which are 
supported by a specialist music teacher.  Each of these opportunities is an extension of mainstream classroom learning. 
 

• Prep Choir (Year 1 & 2) 

• Voices (Senior Choir, Year 3 – 6) 

• Year 5 Band 

• Year 6 Band 

• Year 5 String Band (introduced in 2018) 

• Year 6 String Band (introduced in 2019) 

• Year 5 Ukulele Band (introduced in 2018) 

• Year 5 Ukulele Band (introduced in 2019) 

• Orchestra (introduced in 2018) 

• Concert Band 

• Extension music class/performances (Year 3—6) 

• Recorder (Year 3) 

 

The learning that takes place through these experiences and those in the classroom, enables students to showcase their learning at 
school and community events such as: 
 

• Music Australia’s: Count Us In 

• Floriade 

• Inner North Spectacular 

• Step Into The Limelight 

• Band Stravaganza 

• Parliament House Christmas Carols 

• Christmas in the City:  Christmas performance 

• CSO Proms Concert 

 
Jessie Copeman 
Music Specialist, String Band Teacher & Coding Coach 



 

 

UPDATE FROM CREATIVE-IN-RESIDENCE, NAOMI ZOUWER 
 
I am excited to say that by the end of Term 4 I will have worked with every class at Ainslie School as Creative-in-Residence. This term I 
am looking forward to working with Year 5 on their inquiry into climatic zones and animal adaptations through drawing, painting and 
making. Year 6 are busy talking about elements and principles of design, unpacking the meaning of visual hierarchy, and designing 
posters and logos which they will be screen printing onto T-shirts for Market Day. Similar to the 4 Sustainability exhibition that Year 4 
put on in Term 2, Year 3 are going to be working towards an exhibition (stay tuned) that will involve lots of research including visiting 
Canberra Contemporary Art Space and interviewing artists in the community. Jess and I are going to explore what we can do when art 
and music combine forces, we are making musical art games! Also, Mel and I are very excited about everything miniature as later in the 
term in Japanese we will be making tiny gardens. 
 
6B had a pop-up exhibition in the holidays at the Drill Hall Gallery.  If you didn't see it, don't worry because we are re-exhibiting at 
school (stay tuned for that one too). 
 
Open Studio will continue to be held each Thursday at lunchtime.  This experience is open to all and people 
(big and small) drop in and out as they please to work on their own projects. It's been a lot of fun and there are 
definitely regulars. Parents, carers and staff are all welcome too. 
 
On Wednesday afternoons from 3—4pm, Drawing with Parents and Carers will continue with the added bonus 
of afternoon tea supplied by the Oishii canteen. You don't need any drawing experience, just come along and 
have a play. All materials are provided. 
 
In Weeks 8 and 9 I will be going to schools in La Parouse, Sydney and Cook Town to work with children on a 
National Museum of Australia project that Year 4 Ainslie students took part in last term. The works created 
from these workshops will go into the National Historic Collection and some may be included in an 
exhibition at the Museum next April (another one to stay tuned for). 
 
If you would like to make contact, please drop into Open Studio or a Wednesday drawing session or 
send me an email:  naomi@thecreativepractise.com .  I also regularly post photos of art works and 
process shots on my Instagram:  @thecreativepractise and Facebook:  The Creative Practise. 
 
Naomi Zouwer 

mailto:naomi@thecreativepractise.com


 

 

 

Embracing Food Waste 
Did you know wasted food makes up more than one third of the contents of the average household bin? 
That’s nearly $4,000 worth of food per household per year that can end up in landfill, where it breaks down 
and emits harmful greenhouse gases. So, what can we do?  There’s plenty we can do to improve our 
vegetable consumption and ultimately, our physical and mental health. Here are some examples how we 
can try to eat more vegetables while helping to save money and the environment by embracing our 
vegetable waste. 
 

 Eat more parts of vegetables (skin, stalk and leaves) 

 Choose ‘ugly’ and ‘imperfect’ vegetables to prevent them going to landfill. 

 Use up our ageing vegetables that would otherwise go in the bin, just chopping them and putting them in the freezer will save 
them from landfill and save you time another day! 

 
Spread the word and reinforce the message of eating more vegetables.   

 

Did you know? 
Have your children recently asked you for money to purchase ice blocks from the canteen? 
Our ice blocks are made at the canteen and they cost 50 cents.  
We have two flavours: strawberry and pineapple. We use real fruits, low content of naural 
sweeteners and no artificial flavour.  This summer a treat does not cost our earth or your 
pocket very much! 
 

Many hands make light work 
Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s half 
an hour here or an hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to have a chat with Ari or Clair or drop us a line at 
oishiicanteen@gmail.com  

YEAR 5/6 VOICES 
 
On Tuesday, Year 5 & 6 Voices (pictured below) went to the 
Governor General's residence to perform at the Pens Against 
Poverty Awards. These awards celebrate children across 
Canberra and their ability to address the ever growing issue of 
poverty. Children who spoke addressed the issues of not living 
with things like food, water, a roof to live under or parents to help 
you through tough times.  
 
If you would like to know more please find us as we are very 
passionate about this issue. 
 
By Azra Sivak-Mays and Kaylani Bailey (Year 6) 

SUSTAINABILITY GROUP GATHERING 
Each Monday @ lunchtime in 4PR (Room 12) 

 
The old AOK (Ainslie Organic Kids) is reconnecting this term. We 
will meet at lunchtime each Monday in 4PR’s classroom (Room 12) 
to discuss, embed and enhance sustainability practices at Ainslie 
School and around the world. Students of all ages will have an 
opportunity to share their ideas and knowledge with others, tend to 
our gardens and work on waste, water and energy reduction 
strategies. The AOKs are looking forward to fun games, special 
guest speakers and lots of hands on experiences.  
 
If you would like to contribute in anyway (your knowledge, skills, 
seedlings, soil etc) please email Susan at Susan.Camden-
Smith@ed.act.edu.au 
 
Please pass on the 
message to your children 
and encourage them to 
come along to our Monday 
lunchtime meetings. We 
are looking forward to the 
student’s taking leadership 
of this group and sharing 
their own ideas about 
Sustainability. 

mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
mailto:Susan.Camden-Smith@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Susan.Camden-Smith@ed.act.edu.au


 

 

P&C UPDATE 
 

FETE DAY:  10am—2pm, Saturday, 2 November. Sign up now! https://volunteersignup.org/38K4 
Just two weeks until #AinslieFeteDay2019! We hope you will be able to find an hour or two here and there to lend a hand. Many thanks 
to those who have already signed up. We still need lots more people to sort toys, clothes and books in the lead-up; set-up/pack-down 
on fete day; and volunteers for our fete stalls or activities. Please consider reaching out to your wider networks to not only promote our 
fete, but also to recruit volunteers.  
 

We also still need coordinators for the Obstacool Obstacle Course, parking and entertainment. Please get in touch with Damien 
(damienbeth@tpg.com.au) if they sound like something you could lend your skills to. 
 

Your great quality donations of clothes, toys, games and books can still be dropped off to the Front Office. If you are free on Friday, 
1 November, any time between 9am and 6pm, come and help transform our hall into one of the most popular fete attractions - our kids’ 
clothes and toy stall. 
 

The class Tombola competition is on! There's prizes for the top three classes who donate the highest number of our popular lucky dip 
parcels. This year we’re aiming to reduce the amount of single-use plastic, so get creative when packing your goodies.  
 

Don’t forget on fete day, our Cake, Art & Craft and Plant & Produce stalls look forward to receiving your beautiful cakes, slices, muffins, 
and other sweet treats, handmade items, preserves, plants, produce, herbs and cut flowers. 
 

Volunteering an hour or two at the fete is a great way to meet new people in our community or hang out with friends if you sign up for 
the same time slot and it helps with the P&C's major fundraising event of the year. Did you know that the P&C has donated $18,000 to 
the school this year for various items including musical instruments, outdoor tables, a class set of binoculars and a greenhouse for the 
gardens. Sign up now! https://volunteersignup.org/38K4 
 

P&C COUNCIL ELECTION WORKING GROUP 
The P&C Council is reforming their Election Working Group to prepare our lobbying for the ACT Assembly elections in 2020. A major 
task for the Working Group is to develop the list of priorities for public education and schools in the ACT. They would 
therefore welcome suggestions from P&Cs as to what you see as those priorities over the next 3-4 years. 
They would also invite any delegate to Council or P&C officers who are interested to join our 
Working Group. The group will work by email and or teleconference as needed. Please contact Damien 
(damienbeth@tpg.com.au) if you are interested. 
 
Damien Ellwood, Ainslie School P&C President 

https://volunteersignup.org/38K4
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
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AFTER SCHOOL & WEEKEND TENNIS 
COACHING BY TENNIS CANBERRA  

 
We invite new and returning players to join a weekly tennis junior 
program at a Tennis Canberra Club.  A free trial is available for players 
who are new to the game or if you are returning after a break from the 
sport. 
 
T o  r e q u e s t  a  t r i a l  s e s s i o n  p l e a s e  e m a i l 
play@tenniscanberra.com.au your kid/s age, experience and which 
part of Canberra you want to play.  We will get back to you with the best 
options available. 

mailto:play@tenniscanberra.com.au

