
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Lifelong learning has come into sharp focus as I reflect on how special it is to be part of the Ainslie School neighbourhood.  I thank Miles 
and Jess of the Braddon Tennis Club for nudging me towards the vision of an Ainslie School Open tennis challenge in the not too 
distant future. Following an introduction to the Hot Shots coaches at the Fete, it was a great pleasure to see them, along with a parent or 
two, an Ainslie grandmother and a squad of familiar students at the courts on Saturday morning. I enjoyed my very first lesson and have 
no doubt there will be many volunteers willing to help with logistics and actions towards an inaugural competition in 2020. 
 
During this experience, I was reminded of how important it is for adults - especially those who spend time with children - to position 
ourselves as learners from time to time.  On Saturday I experienced the benefits of learning from experts who share high expectations, 
provide modelling, just in time information, a mix of personal guidance and group activities, encouragement in abundance and 
opportunities to celebrate and play.  
 
Teachers at Ainslie identify as lifelong learners and know this is particularly important in a field so heavily influenced by research and 
social change.  On Wednesday afternoon, Ainslie’s teachers will be sharing their work as curious, research engaged professionals at 
our Teacher Inquiry Program showcase. With focus areas including leadership, collaboration and well-being, we are building ever 
increasing capability to design and deliver outstanding education for the young people of Ainslie. We are very proud. 
 

NORTHSIDE SPECTACULAR 
Our senior students and staff were in tremendous form during performances at the Northside Cluster Spectacular last week.  This show 
brought together students from Ainslie, Turner, Lyneham Primary and High Schools, Majura, North Ainslie, Campbell High School and 
Dickson College, who entertained families and friends with song, dance, drama and a range of musical genre. 
 
A highlight for me was seeing Ainslie School’s Orchestra, featuring every student in Year 5 and 6.  We thank music specialist 
Jess Copeman, Shoshana Honey of the IMP, our masterclass mentors from the Canberra Symphony Orchestra, and Seb Field for 
building the musicianship of our students and teachers.  How wonderful it was to see Mr McDougall and Ms Bentley conducting under 
the watchful eye of Jess. 
 
The Limelight production, celebrating the 50th anniversary of the moon landing and provoking thought about space exploration, was 
recreated for the night. Our soloists, choir and dance ensemble brought goose bumps to many amongst the audience and they are to be 
congratulated for their work as ambassadors of Ainslie School. 
 
Behind every great performance is a quality team backstage and once again we thank those Ainslie students whose collaboration with 
the technicians and stage crew at the Lyneham Performing Arts Theatre was impressive. 
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2019 Dates to Remember 
 
Monday, 11 November  Remembrance Day 
Tuesday, 12 November  Masterplan Community Conversation — Focus:  
       Sustainability (5.30—6.30pm) 
Wednesday, 13 November P&C Admin Committee Meeting (6.30—8.00pm) 
Friday, 15 November  Kinder Transition visit with Reid Preschool (9.30—11am) 
Saturday, 16 November Reading Hour in the Goodwin Library (6—7pm) 
Monday, 18 November  Test email for reports to be sent 
       Combined Band Practice @ Ainslie School (10am—12.30pm) 
Tuesday, 19 November  Baker Gardens Transition Visit (9.30—11am) 
       Bandstravaganza @ Llewellyn Hall 
Wednesday, 20 November UN Rights of the Child 30th Anniversary Celebrations 
Thursday, 21 November P&C General Meeting (6—8pm) 



 

 

From our Principal 

continued ... 

IMP NEWS 
This week the musical energy continues with a Combined Band Rehearsal for our Year 5 Instrumental Music Program (IMP) students. 
Families and neighbours are welcome to join us and students from North Ainslie & Campbell Primary Schools in the hall for a performance 
at 12pm tomorrow Tuesday, 12 November to share how far these musicians have come. 
 
The IMP provides extension experiences for students beyond the program our students enjoy at school. Its Primary Concert Band brings 
young musicians from across schools together for evening lessons and many opportunities to tour and perform.  Students who are part of 
the PCB play a challenging repertoire with a large ensemble that features woodwind, brass and percussion instruments.   
 
Year 6 students from IMP bands across the ACT are invited to audition for the Primary Concert Band 2020 and the registration process is 
now open. You will find more information at www.imp.act.edu.au and Ainslie’s IMP band contacts Faith Bentley, Michael McDougall and 
Jess Copeman are also a great source.  Feel free to contact them through our front office team. 
 

COLLABORATING WITH CREATIVES 
The impact of Ainslie’s Creatives in Residence, Naomi Zouwer and Pip Buining, has been a focus of conversations throughout the 
year.  The strong work of this team is reflected in the positive climate and quality of learning our children experience in classrooms, on the 
playground and in our neighbourhood. I hope you enjoy reading more about the contributions of Pip, as a theatre artist, to our programs 
and practice. An overview is included in this newsletter. 
 
During the past week, members of Canberra’s Arts community have shared their thoughts about the benefits of engaging creative 
professionals within our school. We enjoyed learning about the significance of the contributions of our Year 4 students to the National 
Museum of Australia’s Endeavour Exhibition from curator Lily Withycombe at last week’s assembly. Our students should be proud of the 
certificates of appreciation they received.  We can’t wait to see the artefacts they have created in the exhibition and NMA catalogues in 
2020. 
 
Anthony Oates, curator at the Drill Hall Gallery opened the 6Believe exhibition in the foyer last week - another direct outcome of 
collaboration through our Creative in Residence program. You’ll find Tony’s opening address included in this newsletter, and I hope you 
enjoy the perspective he shares about the connection between modern art and the art created by children. With increasing interest in 
intergenerational learning this perspective is very pertinent. 
 

MASTERPLAN UPDATE 
As our fortnightly community conversations continue towards the Ainslie School Masterplan, we are turning our focus towards 
environmental sustainability.  Families and neighbours are welcome to join staff and Masterplan Project lead officer, Chris Jacobi for an 
exploration of possibilities for leading practice and design in this area through Heritage Conservation Management and future planning. 
 
Regular attendees are reminded that this week’s meeting will be held on Tuesday, 12 November from 5:30—6:30pm.  
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 
... to the following students who will celebrate 
a birthday this week:  Bridie, Noah, Mia, Seah, 
Evan, Aiden, Perry, Sim, Asher, Hailee, Freyja 
and Zoe.  Also, a belated birthday to Miles! 

SEMESTER 2 REPORTING UPDATE 
 
Semester 2 reports will be sent to families via email this year. 
Please inform us of any changes to your email address between 
now and the end of the year. We will be sending a test email on 
Monday, 18 November to ensure the information we have on our 
system is correct. 

Remembrance Day 

Commemoration 

http://www.imp.act.edu.au


 

 

Reminder 

PRECIOUS POSSESSIONS 
 

The final weeks of term provide a great opportunity for a lost 
property check before the end of the term.  We also remind 
students that it is always better to keep precious possessions 
at home.   
 
Schools are busy places and despite our best intentions, from 
time to time things can be misplaced.  As a general rule, if an 
item is so precious that you would be very sad if it went 
missing, it is better left at home. 
 
Lost property is currently on display on a table in the front foyer 
and precious items are kept in the Front office. 

 

Meet our volunteers 
Grace and her son James (Year 3, pictured right) have been friends of the canteen for years now. We 
are so grateful for all the ways they have supported us over this time. Whether it’s a brief minute to 
brighten our day with a catch up or jumping in to lend a much needed hand on a busy day or settling in 
to do some homework in the canteen space and keep us company. 
 

All in to the Garden 
Spring has sprung and you can feel the energy all around us. It’s a great time to get into the garden, 
it’s warm enough now that you can plant seeds straight into the garden.  Growing food is one of the most rewarding adventures for all 
ages. It’s time to plant most of our favourite veggies. Tomatoes, capsicum, eggplant, zucchini, pumpkin and cucumber will all  happily take 
to the soil now and be feeding the whole family before you know it. Tomatoes are our favourite thing to grow at home, there are so many 
different varieties and they taste infinitely better from the garden than anything you can buy! 
 

Happy National Recycling Week! 
Sustainability is everyone’s responsibility. Recycling our precious resources rather than mining and making new material is a vital piece of 
sustainable practice. Explore recycling at: https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/nationalrecyclingweek/ 
 

Call out for a plumber in our community 

Are you a plumber, do you know a lovely plumber? Oishii needs advice on installing a cleaning sink in order to keep up to food safety 
standards. If you know a friendly plumber, please send them our way! 

 

Many hands make light work 
Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. 
Whether it’s half an hour here or an hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to have a chat with Ari or Clair 
or drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

LIBRARY SHARE BAGS  
A library share bag is a bag that helps protect the library’s books. 
It is for students who have forgotten their personal library bags 
and would still like to borrow. This year the library started with over 
200 share bags. We currently have 10 to lend out. Please return 
all share bags to the library so they can be washed and ready for 
next year.  
 

LIBRARY STOCKTAKE 2019 IS COMING 
Students currently have in excess of 540 overdue books. Please 
return all books as soon as possible to help us make this task as 
easy as possible. 
 
Finally … the last Reading Hour for the year is happening.  All 
welcome and free.  Come share a good book and great company.  
 
Date:   Saturday, 16 November 2019 
Time:  6 – 7pm 
Venue:   Goodwin Library, Ainslie School 

HERITAGE SURVEY 
 
Please see the link below to the survey monkey below for 
the Heritage Survey. 
 
The survey will take about 15 minutes to complete and 
closes midnight on 21 November 2019. 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5   

 
 
 

Please place your order for Crazy Camel 
merchandise by Friday, 15 November. 

https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/nationalrecyclingweek/
mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5


 

 

CREATIVE IN RESIDENCE: DRAMA WITH PIP BUINING 
B.Ed. (Syd Uni) M.A (UNSW) Cert Film (NYU) 

 
I was thrilled to be invited into the Ainslie School community at the start of Term 3. I am a passionate advocate for Drama 
education as a driver for change and a vehicle for building literacy across the curriculum, developing student’s general 
capabilities, sustaining engagement and inspiring critical thinking and creative problem solving. 
 
Theatre is a collaborative art form, we are stronger together. As a theatre artist I create intimate site specific collaborative 
projects that explore the notion of story fields which reflect our collective narrative intelligence, interweaving stories that bind, 
inspire, haunt and guide us. 
 
I thought you may like to know how I have been engaging with the school community … 
 

KINDERGARTEN 
In Term 3 Kindergarten were provided with the opportunity to engage in Drama during their Friday morning outside learning 
experiences. Inspired by their inquiry into Community we explored images from Richard Scarry’s What Do People Do All Day, we 
created characters and engaged in various improvisations. It culminated in the creation of a Chalk World, Drama Town. Students 
drew their character’s shops and then role played up and down the main street – it was very exciting when the Garden Shop had 
a 2 for 1 sale!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 2 
The Giant Who Threw Tantrums by David Harrison is providing Year 2 with opportunities to use drama to develop literacy and 
personal and social capabilities. They have created characters who live in Thistle Mountain and drawn maps of their fictional 
village. Last week the villagers met the Mayor and began to plan how to solve their giant Giant problem!  
 

 
 

YEAR 4 MUSIC 
Jess Copeman and I have been exploring ways to work across the curriculum using Drama and Music techniques to explore 
language construction and coding. Students are using their bodies, voices and imaginations to create machines that symbolically 
build words. 
 
 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS ... 
 

… to the following students who competed at the recent ACT Athletics Carnival:  Erin, 2nd in high jump;  Milly, 3rd in the 1500m;  and 
Zoe, 3rd in the 1500m. 
 
… to our Year 3 students for hosting our Week 4 Assembly. 
 
At assembly, we have also acknowledged the special efforts of:  Kiki (welcome); Rachel (Achievement); Noah (Achievement);  Georgia 
(Achievement); Lola (Respect); Angus (Community); Saachi (Excellence);  Bentley (Community);  Eliza (Excellence); Boston 
(Community);  Sihyeon (Community);  Linh (Community);  Evie (Excellence);  Elliott (Excellence); Millie (Excellence);  Lachlan 
(Excellence); Michael (Excellence);  Liam (Community);  Henry (Community);  Sebastian (Excellence); and Skye (Excellence). 
 

DRAMA WITH PIP BUINING CONTINUED 
 

Year 4 
Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson has provided Year 4 with a platform to explore how small acts of kindness have a ripple effect 
within the school community. Through role play, the use of still image with captions and the creation of games based on the narrative 
students have explored verbal, non-verbal and written literacy. Recently they composed reflective stories of acts of kindness they 
witnessed on their school camp, these compositions began as still images and developed from there.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 6 
Market Day required Year 6 to develop and employ confident and persuasive presentation skills. In response to this we explored various 
improvisation techniques and games to further develop their skills in these areas. 
 

FREE RANGE DRAMA ON THE PLAYGROUND: MONDAY AND FRIDAY LUNCHTIMES 
Twice a week the students can find me on the playground with drama rich provocations. We have created a wide range of characters and 
explored how they relate to one another in various settings and situations. We are currently exploring the creation of Chalk Worlds, then 
immersing ourselves, in character, within them.  

RLSSA SWIMMING AT CISAC IN BELCONNEN 
 
Year 1 and 2 went to swimming every day in Weeks 3 and 4 this term. Year 1 did ‘Swim and 
Survive’ and Year 2 did ‘Aquasafe’. All the lessons involved water safety activities. Each group 
one at a time got to go in life jackets in a boat in the pool (pictured right). We learnt how to fall 
backwards off the boat with the jacket on and then we learnt how to get back into the boat. In 
other lessons we learnt about submerging, treading water with a noodle and doing safety 
jumps. I really enjoyed the lessons because they were easy and I felt successful.  
  
By Halcyon (2W) 



 

 

6BELIEVE EXHIBITION  
 
There is a fundamental connection between modern art / contemporary art and the art created by children. Some of the greatest artists of 
the twentieth century avidly collected and looked to children’s art for specific creative cues. Gabriele Munter and Kandinsky amassed 
thousands of works by children; Joan Miro documented and archived the paintings of his daughter Dolores, cataloguing the various stages 
of her development; Picasso; Matisse; Dubuffet; the Cobra Artists - all embraced the temperament and vocabulary of children’s art within 
their own.  Paul Klee kept many of the drawings he made as a boy, returning to them in later life for creative direction and fresh inspiration.  
In 1902 the Fauvist painter Derain wrote “I’d like to study the drawings of kids. That’s where the truth is, without a doubt.” 
 
Within the works of children, artists recognised a freedom of expression that is all too often repressed or snubbed out by the time we reach 
adulthood. Reconnecting or rekindling this vital intuitive sense was seen as an important step to accessing some forgotten or overlooked 
truth. 
 
For these artists, art was the gift of revelation that the world of the child represents – a world of fresh discoveries, of new experiences and 
of the wonders of creativity. 
 
Taking their lead from the works of Savanhdary Vongpoothorn, the artworks in 6Believe are incredible in their sense of creative freedom 
and flexibility.  Following a tour of Savanhdary’s recent exhibition All that Arises at the Drill Hall Gallery, the artist led a workshop with 
Ainslie School Creative in Residence, Naomi Zouwer, teaching children how to weave using strips of newspaper and magazine. Students 
were encouraged to paint the woven paper and added their own designs, drawing and sewing. They were asked to think about their own 
story in an abstract manner – to use marks, symbols and colours to represent their own personal narratives. As you can see these works 
are remarkably inventive – they are uniquely individual and take on a life of their own.  
 
I find these artworks most inspiring – not 
because of their level of finish, their attention 
to detail or their precision (although indeed 
many do possess these attributes) but 
because of their level of invention and the 
sheer force of their creative intent.  There is 
something within them that we can all learn 
from and that is probably best summed up 
with the words of Pablo Picasso when he said: 
 
“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once 
we grow up.” 
 
Tony Oates 
Curator, Exhibitions  
Drill Hall Gallery 
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM YEAR 1 
 

WOOLWORTHS EARN AND LEARN STICKERS 
You know those stickers many of you collect for us?  Well they do make a difference! Check out the new 
gross motor equipment we were able to order (pictured right). Lots of soft colourful balls, some ‘comet 
balls’ with ribbons attached which are good for catching and some ‘fun feathered shuttles’ for throwing 
or striking with a bat. Thank you to all Ainslie School families who contributed to this collective effort. 
 

YEAR 1 OUTDOOR EDUCATION DAY 
Year 1 students headed off to Haig Park for morning investigations on Outdoor Education Day last week.  As we are learning about 
minibeasts, some students used magnifying glasses to investigate minibeasts in their habitats. Others collected natural bits and pieces to 
make their own minibeast habitat. Then we took some time to play with balls, elastics and skipping ropes. We used a number of our 
learning assets including 'problem solving' and 'collaborating' for example, when retrieving balls out of trees! 
 



 

 

P&C UPDATE 
 

P&C'S GENERAL MEETING 
The P&C’s General Meeting will be held on Thursday, 21 November. It will include a discussion about heritage planning at the school 
and the Heritage Survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5). The Principal and School Board have also been invited to 
provide updates to the school community. All parents, carers and school staff are automatically members of the P&C and are very 
welcome to attend - broad community input is something we value greatly. 
 

THE SCHOOL’S CREATIVELY CONNECTING PEOPLE, PLACE & PRIORITIES @ AINSLIE SCHOOL 
The school is organising an event they’ve invited the P&C to be a part of, along with school staff and School Board members. It is an 
evening of “sharing, exploring and reflecting on how we promote a positive learning culture”. It will include showcasing how students 
are assisted to develop and maintain positive and healthy relationships. The event will be held on 20 November and if any parents/
carers would like to contribute any thoughts to me to take to the evening, please let me know. 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Oishii Canteen’s ‘Say hello to Summer!’ Term 4 Pancake Breakfast will be held from 7.45am on Friday, 13 December. Pancakes and 
hot chocolate - $2. Bacon and egg rolls - $5. Fresh fruit - gold coin donation. Coffee by Sly Fox (bring your keep cup). Donations of 
eggs and lemons will be gratefully received by the canteen. 
 

FETE 
Volunteers worked hard to make this year’s fete more sustainable. There were a number of initiatives to make that happen. An Ainslie 
sub-group the Australian Parents for Climate Action worked hard to ensure the rubbish from the fete was sorted and recycled properly. 
Left over clothes, toys and adult books were given to Vinnies and left over children’s books were taken to the Papua New Guinea High 
Commission to be given to children in PNG. Details on stall takings and profits are still being finalised. I hope to update you next 
Altiora. 
 
Have a lovely week. 
 
Damien Ellwood (damienbeth@tpg.com.au) 
Ainslie School Parents & Citizen's Association President 

Naomi Zouwer  
'Objects of Empathy' 

Gorman Arts Centre 
 

The works in Objects of Empathy 
explore ideas of connections and 
disconnection to people, place and time 
through objects. Zouwer continues her 
focus on small, trivial, everyday objects 
that are a part of daily life. They are a 
mixture of functional and non-functional 
items; precious in terms of memories, 
they are keepsakes, souvenirs, some 
are whole and some just fragments. Zouwer’s painting and 
reinterpretation of objects in textiles, enhances their quality and raises 
their status so that they become worthy of sustained attention. 
 

‘I reinterpret these trivial objects through painting and textiles as 
signifiers of belonging to more than one place. They simultaneously 
bridge the void between past and present, enchant us and elaborate on 
human behaviour. My work brings together seemingly incompatible 
objects from different times and places into a heterotopic space. 
Bringing objects together in this way changes the meaning of the 
individual object and envisages them anew. They become a hybrid 
object.’ 
 

Image: Naomi Zouwer Family 1 2019, oil on canvas, 110cm x 90cm  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au


 

 

YERRA COURTYARD OPTIONS 



 

 

YERRA COURTYARD OPTIONS 



 

 

Auditions close on Friday, 15 November 2019 


