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Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to August—the time of year we replace beanies with Sun Smart Hats! 
 
Cultivating connections for learning 
 
Last week I had the pleasure of speaking with educators, academics and community representatives in an exploration of school climate 
and culture with the Australia Institute of Teaching and School Leadership.  Amongst the many insights we shared was how successful 
schools have high levels of communication. 
 
Technology continues to change the way in which we connect and in the past 3 years, the way we share information about the people, 
programs and priorities of Ainslie School has expanded immensely.  Digital modes of connection that compliment the Altiora Newsletter 
include 
 

• The Ainslie School Website         www.ainslies.act.edu.au 

• The Ainslie School P&C Website       www.ainsliepandc.com.au 

• The Ainslie School facebook page       Ainslie School 

• The Ainslie School P&C facebook page      Ainslie School P&C 

• The Ainslie School Sustainability facebook page    Aiinslie Primary School Sustainability Group 

• Friends of Ainslie School Instagram       @friends_of_ainslie 

• Zouwer Projects Instagram         @zouwer_projects  

• Oishii Canteen Instagram         @oishiicanteen 

• Class Seesaw pages 
 
This week is indicative of the range of opportunities we provide to connect the many voices and perspectives of the Ainslie School 
community.  Staff and families are looking forward to  
 

• bringing class Term Overviews to life through online forums. 

• reflecting on strategy and monitoring the impact of initiatives at Tuesday’s meeting of the School Board. 

• exploring our intent and generating ideas towards future site development at Wednesday’s Masterplan Community Conversation. 
 
We look forward to connecting in these ways and fact to face when possible, in the weeks ahead.  Please remember that no problem is 
ever too large or small to raise with us in the interests of successful learning.  We love to hear about the achievements of our students 
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2020 Dates to Remember 
Monday 3 August   Year 3&4 Parent Forum 5.30pm 
Tuesday, 4 August   Board Meeting @ 5.30pm 
Tuesday 4 August   Year 1&2 Parent Forum 7.00pm 
Wednesday 5 August  Year 5&6 Parent Forum 5.30pm 
Wednesday, 5 August  Masterplan Conversation 5—6pm (All welcome) 
Thursday 6 August   Kindergarten Parent Forum 8.00pm 
Wednesday, 19 August  Understanding Autism: A Forum for Families and 
       Staff from 7:30—8:30pm 



 

 

beyond the school day too. 
 
Classroom teachers can be contacted by email or through our front office team. For learning updates at any time. You will find details at 
www.ainslieschool.edu.au 
 
A Snapshot of Diversity 
 
Teachers at Ainslie focus on helping students reach their social, emotional, physical and academic potential.  We recognise that no two 
people learn in exactly the same way and personalise learning programs to help each student successfully engage in accessing the 
curriculum.  This week is a time where the ACT’s public schools sample student diversity through the collection of Census Data that 
informs the allocation of resources to our school. 
 
With families from around the world we are proudly multicultural.  The English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D) Census  is 
conducted in February and August each year.  Census data is used to identify EAL/D students and their level of English language 
proficiency. 
 
The National Consistent Collection of Data on Students with a Disability (NCCD) brings our personalised and learning philosophy to the 
fore, as teachers share, reflect and moderate the practices they use to support the individual needs of our students.  These range from 
quality teaching practices to substantial adjustments which may include the use of specialised technology or equipment, building 
modifications and a differentiated approach to curriculum delivery. 
 
Supporting the Gifts and Talents of our Students 
 
Gifted students have the potential to perform at a level that is significantly beyond that of the majority of other children of the same age, in 
one or more skill areas such as language, problem solving, physical or interpersonal skills.  Gifted students display generic abilities that 
can be developed into different skills, depending on activities  they engage in.  For example, manual dexterity (a natural physical ability), 
can be shaped into the particular skills of a pianist, a dentist, or a video-game player. 
 
Teachers draw on a range of strategies to cater for students with identified gifts.  Developmentally appropriate programs allow students to 
access meaningful learning opportunities through personal inquiry and enrichment experiences.  Counselling, mentoring and acceleration 
options may also be provided.  
 
Our practices reflect the ACTED’s Gifted and Talented Students Policy 2014, which is available at www.education.act.gov.au. Ainslie’s 
policy implementation guidelines are currently under review, and will be available through our website soon. 
 
Gifted and Talented Parent Fact Sheets can be accessed at https://www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/g-and-talented-
education Please contact Katrina Sheaves,  Katrina.Sheaves@ed.act.edu.au 
for additional on Gifted and Talented education at Ainslie School. 
 
Caring for Living Things 
 
As committed stewards of the environment, the significance of National Tree 
Day was certainly not lost on Ainslie’s students last Friday.  Haig Park 
adventures, heritage tree audits and creative responses to the wonders of 
nature were particular highlights.  
 
Students at Ainslie develop understandings of biodiversity, environmental care 
strategies and sustainable living practices, and improvements to our school 
facilities continue to reflect the commitment to sustainability our community 
leaders share.  You will find an open letter from the Ainslie School 
Sustainability Group attached to this newsletter. 
 
Our interest in minimising human impact and the earth’s precious resources 
has been a recurring theme in conversations towards the Masterplan for Ainslie School.  Families and friends are welcome to join us for 
an update this Wednesday evening from 5.00—6.00pm.  Please contact the school office team if you would like to connect with this 
meeting virtually. 
 
All the best for the week ahead, 
 
Wendy Cave 

From our Principal continued ... 

http://www.education.act.gov.au
https://www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/g-and-talented-education
https://www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/g-and-talented-education


 

 

SAFETY REMINDER 
Be Covid Safe 
• wash your hands 
• keep physically distant 
• stay home if you are unwell 

 ACT Education’s Director General was honoured 
to be the most recent Friend of Ainslie during her visit 

last week PLEASE WELCOME … 
 

…  Oscar (1/2AM) & Owen (3/4C) back to 
Ainslie School 

Did you forget your lunch order? 

Did you tell your child that they have lunch order, but you ended up forgetting to order one?  Don’t worry, we all have been 
there. We want to assure you that no one is going to miss their lunch, however we encourage you to ring the canteen if this 
happens via the front office. Helpful hints: If you already have Flexischools account, and your child likes the same order 
every week, you can turn off your one-off order into a weekly recurring order. Alternatively, you may want to give yourself 
extra time by ordering your child’s lunch a week ahead.  

L for legumes 

We think that everyone loves legume.  Think of chickpeas, beans, peas, and lentils. They are often seen in vegetarian and 
vegan diets because they are versatile, cheap, and highly nutritious. Legumes are great source of protein, low in GI so we 
stay fuller for longer, and manage our blood sugar level. Furthermore, they contain Vitamin B, minerals, and phytonutrients 
to promote a healthy heart and of course they are high in dietary fibre to keep bowels healthy. 

Recipe of the week: crispy roasted chickpeas 

Ingredients:  

400g can chickpeas, no added salt   
¼ teaspoon cumin 
1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil 

 

Method:  

1. Preheat oven to 180°C and line a baking tray with baking paper. 
2.  Drain and rinse chickpeas, rub dry with paper towel, trying to remove as much moisture as possible.  

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on 
land, traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also 
connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, 
Yuin and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their 
mothers, teachers and children. Their elders past, present 
and emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of 
sustaining the land that sustains our life and recognise 
that sovereignty of this land was never ceded.  

Hats on  - it’s August ! 



 

 

LOST SCOOTER 
Madd Gear MGP Vx9 Shredder 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please advise the front office if you have any 
information on 6142 3060 

3. Place chickpeas into a bowl and drizzle with olive oil. 
4. Transfer chickpeas onto a baking tray and roast in oven for 40-45 minutes, until crispy and golden.  
5. Remove from oven and place into a bowl. Sprinkle with cumin or other spices e.g. paprika, curry powder or 

Moroccan, mix well to ensure an even coating. Allow to cool slightly, enjoy as a nutritious snack or as crunchy salad 
topper. 

                   Sourced from ACT Nutrition Australia  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Dali, 
Lachlan, Zoe, Evie, Esther, Razan  and 
Orla. 

NBN HELPING TO CONNECT FAMILY 
HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN 

 
Although our community has returned to face-to-face learning, 
NBN is continuing to help connect Australian families.  NBN 
have an Education Assistance Package that will continue 
through to 30 September 2020.  Log onto their website to find 
out more about their offer. https://www.nbnco.com.au/
campaigns/covid-19/education-assistance-package 

https://www.nbnco.com.au/campaigns/covid-19/education-assistance-package
https://www.nbnco.com.au/campaigns/covid-19/education-assistance-package

