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Twitter:@AinslieSchool & Ainslie School 

 

 
2019 Dates to Remember 

 
19 Feb  11am  School Board Nominations close  
20 Feb  5:30 pm  Ainslie Masterplan Community Conversation Goodwin Library  
20 Feb  7pm  P&C AGM – all welcome 
21 Feb   4-5pm  Pre-school Information session and community picnic to follow  
  5-6:30pm  Welcome Picnic (Including class tours and Teacher talks)  
22 Feb  12:30 – 1pm  Assembly  
25 Feb  9am  Pips testing starts  
 
Coming up  
4 March  Kindy Health Check information due  
5 March         Swimming Carnival and Water Fun Day  
9 March  Evening Reading hour in the Goodwin library  

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to Week 3. 
 
How special it was to finish the week with a pancake breakfast, courtesy of the Oishi Canteen.  We 
thank Ari, Clair and friends for creating such a fitting way for families to meet, connect and enjoy a 
little time in the grounds of our beautiful school. 
 
Learning about our Classrooms 
While we know that learning doesn’t only happen between 9am and 3pm, many of your child’s 
waking hours are spent at Ainslie School. Students and staff are looking forward to sharing places 
at school that are important to them during the picnic on the playground this Thursday evening.   
 
Throughout the evening, our teachers will spend a little time in their classrooms sharing information 
about routines and practices they have designed to promote the positive engagement and 
successful participation of our learners. You will find a reminder of session times later in the 
newsletter along with a map to help you find your way.  We hope you can join us.   
 
Term letters, capturing a snapshot of curriculum focus areas and key information to support the flow 
of the term for families will be coming home this week.  This information touches on the approaches 
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that teachers take to guide students through the Australian Curriculum.  This significant framework 
ensures consistency of expectations of students across the country, and describes essential content 
and general capabilities that enable students to grow as  

• successful learners, 

• confident and creative individuals, and  

• active and informed citizens. 

You can find the curriculum by following the link www.acara  
 
Our Curriculum Specialists 
Students and classroom teachers at Ainslie benefit from the specialist skills of Jess Copeman (Music 
Specialist), Mel Cummins (Japanese Languages Specialist), and Dawn Maree Dunn (English as an 
Additional Language or Dialect, Literacy and Numeracy Specialist).  Anney Medhurst specialises in 
engaging students with literature and the Information Literacy process, through opportunities in the 
spectacular Goodwin Library.   
 
These educators provide programs for students and bring valuable perspectives to the design of 
experiences that are delivered by class teachers. They will be available on Thursday evening to 
meet parents and will be sharing information about their areas of focus in newsletters throughout 
the term. We thank Jess Copeman for getting us started with the description of Music at Ainslie that 
you’ll find attached.   
 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Teachers will be learning a little more about our students during interviews with families this term.  
At this time of year, teachers tend to do more listening than talking during this communication. 
Hearing about each learner’s interests, family context, and the aspirations you share with them 
supports us to guide personalised learning pathways. 
 
Invitations are on their way from your child’s teacher, and Ainslie’s Office team is ready to arrange 
a time with you for this important conversation.  
 
Ainslie School Masterplan Community Engagement Series 
Canberra’s growth and development is bringing interesting opportunities to the education landscape 
for Ainslie. Increased enrolment projections and facilities upgrade schedules have set the scene for 
planning. 
 
The Masterplan team for Ainslie comprises experts in the fields of education, design, architecture, 
horticulture, governance and heritage conservation. Last year, staff and community representatives 
were introduced to the ACT Education Directorate’s Major Projects team for preliminary 
conversations about the work ahead. 
 
This  Wednesday evening, from 5:30-6:30, Major Projects Officer Chris Jacobi will be joining us for 
the first of a series of monthly community engagement meetings.  We hope you are able to join us 
for a conversation about the planning process, as we begin this collaboration. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact the school office team if you would like further information.  This is 
just the beginning, and there will be many ways to lend your voice to the Masterplanning 
conversation. 
 
I thank you in anticipation of our work together to ensure the community of Ainslie experiences 
outstanding contemporary education, as custodians of Canberra’s cultural heritage. 
Caring for our Environment 

http://www.acara/
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The interest our community takes in environmental sustainability is very clear.  Along with adding 
immense aesthetic appeal to the school grounds, work in our gardens brings a steady supply of 
fresh produce to the canteen.  Recycling practices are ever present in classrooms, in the canteen, 
and on the playground. 
 
Ainslie’s administration team is mindful of the importance of reducing the amount of paper we 
consume in our school operations, and electronic communication is supporting us in this area.  The 
distribution of the Altiora through email is well embedded and we thank families for accessing school 
correspondence electronically, if possible, before seeking a paper version from school. 
 
All the best for the week ahead,  
 
Wendy Cave 
☺ 
 
This week we have seen examples of special effort from: 
 

• Liam – 2L  Focusing to produce the neatest writing he has ever done  

Reminder 
With families from around the world, Ainslie School is proudly multicultural.  We happily assist 
families, for whom English is an additional language, with access to interpreter services to enhance 
communication between home and school.  Families who would like to know more about these 
services are encouraged to contact the Ainslie School Office team. 

 

 

 

Giants Western Sydney AFL Players  
 

Students are invited to have a kick of the footy with a few GWS players 
 

on Friday the 8th of March 
Lunchtime (1-2pm) 

 

 

 

 

Hurry Last days to book into:- 
- Irish Dancing (Mon)  

- Pottery (Tues or Thurs)  

- Drawing (Tues or Thurs)  

- Dancecore (Wed)  
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Housekeeping 
 
Managing Student Attendance  
Please remember to communicate with us when your child is absent. We ask parents to make 
contact with the school’s office team by phone or email on the day of the absence. 
 
Community connections  
Classroom Carers are a highly valued link between classroom teachers and the community.  
Parents who are interested in learning more about this role are encouraged to contact Melynda 
McDonald (P&C Vice President) on email mel@meltin.net or phone 0416 191 812 
 
Death cap mushrooms  
 
Death cap mushrooms are sprouting due to the warm wet weather conditions we have been 
experiencing of late.   These mushrooms are commonly found growing near established oak trees 
in many northern Canberra suburbs.  Ingesting one death cap mushroom is enough to kill a healthy 
adult so please do not pick wild growing mushrooms in local parks or at the side of the road.  
Ainslie Staff regularly patrol the grounds and we encourage students and the wider community to 
alert staff should mushrooms be discovered.  
 

 
Figure 1 Death cap mushrooms 

 

Clothing  
 
Labelling all your children’s clothing and belongings at the beginning of the year can save money, 
time and frustration as the year progresses.  If you your child has lost any items please check the 
lost property bins in the year 5 corridor – near the piano or ask your class teacher. 
 
Late Passes  
 
If your child is running late in the morning, please remind them to check in at the front office for a 
late slip before going to class. 
 
Flexi schools – A reminder from Oishii Canteen  
 
Welcome back to school from Ari and Clare  
Please ensure your child’s class is updated when you next order from the canteen.   
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Like all aspects of education at Ainslie, music is about developing the child holistically. This means 
that music is embedded through the mainstream program, music specialist classroom, choirs, 
dance groups, performances troupes, ensembles and wider community activites. The way music 
permeates the learning spaces is a feature of the school. Music at Ainslie School supports and 
celebrates each child’s academic, social-emotional, linguistic, cultural and cognitive growth 
(Model, 2009). 
 

Music is recognised as a significant mode of expression and communication in contemporary 
education. As such, it holds a place of prominence in the school’s curriculum.    Authentic 
connections are made at every opportunity.    
In addition to classroom music (which includes an element of singing tuition) students participate 
in a range of activities, which are supported by a specialist music teacher.  Each of these 
opportunities is an extension of mainstream classroom learning. 

- Prep Choir (Year 1 & 2)  

- Voices (Senior Choir, year 3 – 6)  

- Year 5 Band 

- Year 6 Band 

- Year 5 String Band (Introduced in 2018) 

- Year 5 Ukulele Band (Introduced in 2018) 

- Orchestra (Introduced in 2018) 

- Concert Band  

- Extension music class/performances (Year 3 to 6) 

- Recorder (Year 3) 

The learning that takes place through these experiences and those in the classroom, enables 
students to showcase their learning at school and community events such as; 

- Music Australia’s: Count Us In 

- Floriade  

- Inner North Spectacular  

- Step Into The Limelight  

- Inner North Spectacular 

- Band Stravaganza 

- Parliament House Christmas Carols  

- Christmas in the City Christmas performance 

The Directorates School Review process has informed the priorities within Ainslie’s school 
improvement agenda. Improving Literacy has a prominent place. Given the links between music 
and literacy development and Ainslie’s strong tradition of music education, the school is well 
placed to stretch the affordances of this curriculum area. The introduction of a more inclusive 
music program, with strengthened links between classroom learning and the wider community, 
positions Ainslie positively on the improvement journey.  

The music program is evolving to support school improvement at Ainslie.  
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Key activities in 2019 are: 
 

- Expanding the string program to both Year 5 and 6  

- Strengthen links to community organisations, particularly the Canberra Symphony Orchestra, Music 

for Canberra and Ausdance  

- Engaging with research partners to support inquiry into The Arts as a driver of school improvement.  

If you would like further information about music @ Ainslie please contact Jessie Copeman at 
jessie.copeman@ed.act.edu.au 
 

Jessie Copeman | Music Teacher, String Band Teacher & Coding Coach 

 

 

 

Teacher Talk Sessions prior to Community Picnic 

5:00-5:20 Junior Years Teacher Talks  (Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2) 

5:30-5:50  Middle Years Teacher Talks  (Years 3 and 4) 

6:00- 6:20 Senior Years Teacher Talks  (Year 5 and 6) 
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Addendum – 3W: Weetbix bites  
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P&C Opportunity and Achievement Allowance 

Did you know that each year the P&C provides support to families by way of the Opportunity and 
Achievement Allowance?  

The purpose of this policy (attached) is to provide financial support to recognise current students 
representing the school in approved activities or enable current students to participate in a sporting, 
academic, cultural, community or artistic experience. 

This means that the P&C is able to offer a small allowance to families for students that attend selected 
representative sport, academic or artistic events that are held at the national or international level. 

It also means that the P&C is able to provide financial assistance to families to enable students to 
participate in sporting, academic or artistic experiences that they may not otherwise be able to attend. 

If you would like to apply for an Opportunity and Achievement allowance, please complete the attached 
form and return it to the P&C secretary (Mel - mel@meltin.net). 

Please note that all applications are confidential. 

mailto:mel@meltin.net
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