
 

 

 
 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
What a special time we had at the Twilight Concert last week as families, neighbours and friends joined our P—6 performers for an 
evening of singing, dancing, connecting and playing. 
 
We thank Ainslie’s music specialist, Jess Copeman for bringing vision, organisation and technical prowess to the event, DJ Chris Wells 
for ensuring music played on cue, staff for facilitating a plethora of performances, and families who provided moral support, costuming, 
and picnics.  It was so nice to see our friends from the Lions Club and we thank them for firing up the barbecue. Above all, we thank the 
many students who took to the stage with confidence and flair. 
 
Like seasoned professionals, our Year 2 classes backed up this show the following day, taking to the stage in front of the Christmas Tree 
at Parliament House. We are so proud of them! 
 

REDRAW THE BALANCE 
You may recall that earlier in the year some of our Kindergarten students participated in a study exploring gender perceptions in careers.  
We are eager to see a film that tracks this work at a special viewing in KJ’s classroom this Friday afternoon.  All welcome! 
 

2020 SCHOOL CAPTAIN SELECTION 
We congratulate the 19 nominees for School and House Captains on the delivery of some impressive speeches last Wednesday 
morning.  Students from Kindergarten — Year 5 experienced the challenge of selecting from a diverse and committed field. As the 
following people take on formal leadership roles, I know we can expect quality leadership from our entire senior cohort in 2020.  They 
have much to offer. 
 
School Captains Hannah Reid and Oly Ai, and Vice Captains Mimi Bui and Anushka Singh Khetarpal were introduced to the Ainslie 
School community at the Twilight concert on Thursday, ahead of the House Captains selection process on Friday.   
 
In 2020 students will enjoy leadership on the playground and sporting fields from the following students. 
 

Goodwin (Light Blue) - Charlie and Orgil 
 

Gillard (Dark Blue) - Ben and Mattea 
 

Rupert Smith (Red) - Lottie and Henry 
 

Griffith (Gold) - Bridie and Asher 
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2019 Dates to Remember 
 
Wednesday, 11 December  Speech Day (11.30am—1pm) 
        P&C Admin Committee Meeting (6.30pm—8pm) 
Thursday, 12 December  Preschool Interviews (Reid Preschool) 
        Reports home (via email) 
Friday, 13 December   Pancakes (7.45am) 
        Preschool Interviews (Reid Preschool) 
        Reid Preschool Transition Visit (9.30am—11am) 
        Volunteer’s Morning Tea (11am—12pm) 
        Redraw the Balance Film Preview (3.15pm) 
Wednesday, 18 December  Master Planning Community Conversation (5.30pm—6.30pm) 
        Year 6 Graduation Dinner & Disco (5.30—9pm) 
Thursday, 19 December  LAST DAY FOR 2019 



 

 

From our Principal continued ... 

Student leadership of learning and the continuous improvement of the school is an intentional element of our practice. It is apparent as 
students set goals and determine pathways for personalised and shared inquiry, from their earliest days in preschool.  Throughout the 
year, students hone skills required for informed and active citizenship as we explicitly model, build and reflect on skills of research, 
collaboration and communication. The confidence that results holds our students in good stead to make a positive impact on life within and 
beyond the classroom. 
 

We are grateful and proud. 
 

REPORTING ON STUDENT PROGRESS 
Families will be receiving Semester 2 Reports this Thursday afternoon.  This Semester, they will be delivered electronically and will reflect 
modifications that have come with the introduction of the ACT Education Directorate’s digital information environment, known as SAS 
(School Administration System). 
 

Each child’s report provides a summative record of achievements, strengths and areas for development, along with an indication of the 
type of strategies teachers will use to ensure continuing learning success. 
 

For students in Years 1—6, the Semester Report has two elements.  The first provides a contextualised summary of student attainment as 
one of 5 levels of proficiency: 
 

• Limited 

• Partial 

• At Standard 

• High 

• Outstanding 
 
The second component of the Semester Report is an A—E summary.  This document reflects your child’s level of attainment of the 
Achievement Standards within the Australian Curriculum as a grade. 
 

SPEECH DAY 
Preparations are well in hand for Ainslie’s 2019 Speech Day this Wednesday.  This event is a time for acknowledgement of personal, 
social and academic achievement, and holds a very special place in the calendar of students, staff and supporters of Ainslie School.  This 
year we will be joined by 19 special guests from places far and wide. Families and friends are most welcome to join us in the hall at 
11.30am. 
 

BASEBALL COMES TO AINSLIE 
Year 5 students and a staff member or two are looking forward to a visit from the Canberra Cavalry Baseball team and some members of 
the Yokohama BayStars who join us from Japan.  Tomorrow the players will experience some cultural exchange with our students in the 
Japanese classroom, before taking to the field for a game. 
 

We thank Mel Sensei for teaching us some language that will help us to cheer on our visitors in the lead up to their demonstration game at 
7pm this Friday evening, and Dan Amodio of the Canberra Cavalry for creating this rich and authentic learning experience. 
 

2020 PLANNING 
The education team is progressing the important consideration of class configurations for the year ahead.  Our deep knowledge of 
individual students and the mix of personal, social and academic needs across cohorts will ensure that each child is positioned for 
success.  
 

As class structures, including the possibility of multi-age (or composite) classes continues to generate some interest, it is worth 
remembering that they have been a feature of Ainslie school in the past, and will continue to be in the future, depending on the needs of 
students and the resources available within  the school. This is an operational decision school leaders navigate each year.  
 
As our classes continue to take shape throughout the summer break, you can rest assured that your child will be in the capable hands of 
teachers committed to supporting them to thrive.  We will be able to share indicative teaching teams, for early, junior, middle and senior 
years classes in next week’s Altiora. 
 

I thank families who have contributed information to assist us with this process.  Please don’t hesitate to make a time, through our school 
office team if you would like to share your thoughts.   
 

All the best for the week ahead. 
 

Wendy Cave 
Principal 



 

 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on land, traditionally nurtured by 
the Ngunnawal people. Also connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin 
and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, teachers and children. Their 
elders past, present and emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of sustaining the 
land that sustains our life and recognise that sovereignty of this land was never ceded.  

What we’re excited for in Week 9 
Tuesday, 10 December drawing cafe! From 9—10am parents and carers are invited to draw with Naomi, hosted by Oishii in 
collaboration with 6B. 
 
Friday, 13 December pancake breakfast.  Come and join in our final fundraiser for the year. We will be serving up wonderful 
fresh pancakes and OHSC will serve fresh, hot egg and bacon rolls made from local, sustainable produce. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winding down for the year 
We need to get our canteen ready for the holidays. This means a few things we ask you to be aware of. We try to use 
everything up to reduce waste. This means over the last two weeks of school, your first preference might not be available. 
Please be prepared to try something different if we’ve run out of your number one lunch item.  On the last day of term 
(Thursday, 19 December) we will be closed for business in order to pack up the kitchen for the year.  We will be offering meat 
pies on Wednesday, 18 December, the canteen’s last day of service for 2019. 

P&C UPDATE 
 

The P&C has a new website - check it out: https://ainsliepandc.com.au 
 
The P&C will be considering applications for the Opportunity and Achievement Policy on 11 December. The policy and 
application form can be found on the P&C website: https://ainsliepandc.com.au/policy-documents-2/.  
 
Composite classes parent survey - The school has indicated that composite classes are being considered for 2020. A 
group of concerned parents are hoping that the school will provide further information about this and have put together a 
survey for parents to gather community thoughts: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6BJZLSR. While this is not a P&C-led 
activity, the P&C does represent all parents and wants to make the community aware of things that may be of interest. 
 
Oishii Canteen’s ‘Say Hello to Summer!’ Term 4 Pancake Breakfast will be held from 7.45am this Friday (13 December). 
Pancakes and hot chocolate - $2. Bacon and egg rolls - $5. Fresh fruit - gold coin donation. Coffee by Sly Fox (bring your 
keep cup). Donations of eggs and lemons will be gratefully received by the canteen. 
 
Damien Ellwood (damienbeth@tpg.com.au) 
Ainslie School Parents & Citizen's Association President | https://ainsliepandc.com.au  
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CONGRATULATIONS ... 
 
… to Alejandro (pictured right) who 
was runner up after getting through to 
the U11 boys singles final of the 
Champion of Champions tennis 
tournament. He also won the Ainslie 
Tennis Club junior doubles event! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Harry, Nara, 
Connor, Siara, Sienna, Delilah, Samuel and 
Lola. 

DID YOU KNOW ... 
 

Ainslie School named its four Houses in honour of people 
who contributed so much to the early development of the 
school and its activities. Mrs Gillard was a member of an 
early P&C Association. Mr Smith was the Principal of the 
School between 1929—1935.  Colonel Goodwin was 
President of an early P&C Association. He was also the 
founder of the Goodwin Homes, a centre for elderly 
people. Mr Griffith was the first Post Master in Canberra. 

FAREWELL 
 
The end of the year signals 
change across each school 
community.  On Thursday 
afternoon, families waiting for 
their children paid a small tribute 
to a very special grandmother, 
who made her final pick up in a 
routine that has spanned 14 
years and 4 grandchildren at 
Ainslie School.  Robyn (pictured 
left) has been no stranger to 
schools, having been a highly 
regarded teacher for many 
years.  We certainly hope she 
remembers to pop in should she 
ever feel in need of some time in 
the wonderful environment a 
primary school such as Ainslie 
offers. She will be most welcome! 

AINSLIE BOARD UPDATE  
 

The Board met for the last time this year and approved the 
school budget for next year. While there may be further 
adjustments to be made, and the amount of funding won’t be 
finalised until the school census is completed early in the 
new year, there is an expectation that the budget will be 
going into 2020 with a deficit. This has been anticipated and 
has also allowed for intentionally smaller classes this year, 
particularly for Kindergarten. Class sizes next year will be 
closer to the average and it is expected that the deficit will be 
minimised by 2020. 
 
The Board also undertook some preliminary planning around 
the data sets available to inform its work program for next 
year. 
 
The Board would like to thank staff member Clair Shute for 
her contribution throughout the year and wishes her well for 
her upcoming maternity leave. We would also like to thank 
Jo Maybury for the work she has done in assembling the 
budget. 
 
On behalf of the Board I would like to wish Ainslie School 
families and staff a very happy Christmas and New Year and 
a safe and restful holiday. 
 
Sarah Reid on behalf of the Ainslie School Board 

FOR INFORMATION 
 
Given the poor air quality across 
Canberra today, outdoor activities were 
kept to a minimum at Ainslie School.  
We will continue to act on the advice of 
the ACT Health Directorate throughout 
the week to support our student’s 
wellbeing. 



 

 

Community Notices 

AUDITIONS 
WODEN VALLEY YOUTH CHOIR 

 

WVYC will hold auditions during January for its two senior choirs 
for students going into Year 7 or above.  
 

Woden Valley Youth Choir has a strong emphasis on music 
education and is seeking young people who have an interest in 
developing their musical skills. The flagship choir, Australis 
Voices, is for young men and women with treble voices and 
Centauri Voices is a choir for young men with changing voices.  
 

Audition times are flexible and can be held on dates and times 
to suit prospective choristers, with the expectation that 
successful applicants will attend the beginning of year camp on 
the first weekend of February.  
 

For further information go to http://wvyc.org.au/join-us/ and 
download an application form. 
 

Auditions for primary aged applicants will be held on Saturday, 
22 February following an open rehearsal on Tuesday, 
18 February. 

TWO SHEDS WORKSHOP: 
WOODWORK FOR KIDS 

CANBERRA 
 
Pre Xmas holiday workshops for girls and boys 
ages 7 and over, running from Monday, 16 — 
Sunday, 22 December.  
 
We have heaps of different woodwork 
workshops to choose from. Make a timber 
sword, a bug keeper, holiday decorations, 
funky critters or a present for someone special 
and more. Using tools and timber and the 
guidance of our inspired tradeswomen. 
 

Go to www.twoshedsworkshop.com.au to 
book. Our workshop is at 

4/65 Sternberg Crescent, Wanniassa 

TENNIS CANBERRA 
HOLIDAY CAMPS:  OLD 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE 

TENNIS CLUB 
 
20—22 January (Week 1) & 29—31 January 
 
Play in the beautiful Old Parliament House 
Tennis Club Rose Gardens 
 
Morning, Half-Day & Full Day Options 
 

Reserve Your Spot 
www.tenniscanberra.com.au/holiday-program 

http://wvyc.org.au/join-us/
http://www.twoshedsworkshop.com.au/
http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/holiday-program

