
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Once again, the holidays brought much activity for Ainslie staff and our professional partners.  In addition to some focused 
planning in classrooms, our Administration and Leadership teams have been industriously engaged in preparations for the term 
ahead. 
 

HAIG PARK ACTIVITY 
Some holiday highlights for me involved the connections we’ve made through the Haig Park project during the past term.  At a 
meeting at the Canberra Seniors Centre, Pat Gration (CSC), Cathy Hope (University of Canberra), Margaret Moore (Girraween 
Lodge) and I reflected on the positive experiences students and CSC members have shared in the park. The intergenerational 
connections our Year 4 students have initiated over social card games has sewn the seeds for a range of service and social 
activities we intend to grow.  
 
The life and colour our Creative Artist in Residence Naomi Zouwer has contributed through her engagement in a number of Haig 
Park Experiments has also been acknowledged by the project designers and the broader community. They are very grateful to 
Ainslie School for supporting Naomi’s involvement.  
 
Last Friday, it was a pleasure to listen to social researcher Hugh Mackay in the park, to share thoughts and research about 
modern society, social change and the importance of neighbourhoods.  Amongst the wisdom Hugh shared was the reminder that 
if we want a kinder and more compassionate society, we simply need to practice kindness and compassion. His thinking struck a 
chord with me, and the members of our neighbourhood in attendance. 
 

STAFFING UPDATES 

This week, we welcome Ms Katrina Sheaves to the Executive team at Ainslie.  Katrina is looking forward to bringing her 
extensive leadership experience to Ainslie during the first three weeks of term, to accommodate some periods of leave within the 
team.  Katrina will assume Deputy Principal duties this week, as Sophie Bissell is enjoying an extended break by the beach in 
Northern NSW. Sophie will return in Week 3. 
 
Katrina will lead the school as Principal during Week 2, as I will be attending the International Confederation of Primary 
Principals conference in Shanghai.  Katrina will be ably supported through the welcome return of Sarah-Jane Brown to the 
Executive at this time.   
 
Friday of Week 2 will be the last day at Ainslie for Mr Greg Taylor, who will commence his new position at Palmerston School in 
Week 3. We are planning to see Greg at a number of end-of-year celebrations, to ensure  families have an opportunity to pass 
on their thanks and wishes to him.   
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2019 Dates to Remember 
 

Tuesday, 15 October  Voices performance @ Government House (12.50pm—4pm) 
Wednesday, 16 October Year 4 departs for Borambola Camp (8am) 
       P&C Admin Committee Meeting (6.30—8pm) 
       Masterplan Community Consultation Meeting (5.30—6.30pm) 
Friday, 18 October   Year 4 returns from Borambola Camp (3.30pm) 
Tuesday, 22 October  Baker Gardens Preschool Transition Visit (9.30—11am)  
Thursday, 24 October  Year 3 departs for Warrambui Camp (9am) 
Friday, 25 October   Assembly hosted by Year 1 
       Year 3 returns from Warrambui Camp (3pm) 



 

 

From our Principal 

continued ... 

OUR TERM AHEAD 
This term will see our community engaged in reflection on the year we’ve enjoyed, and planning for the year ahead. 
 
Some activities in store are: 
 

• Camps for our Year 3 and 4 students; 

• The Ainslie School fete; 

• Celebrations to mark the 30th Anniversary of the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child; 

• A community conversation at CMAG highlighting Ainslie’s work in Creatively Connecting People, Places and Priorities; 

• A Twilight Concert; 

• The Inner North Music Festival; 

• End of semester reporting including Parent/Teacher interviews; 

• Speech Day; 

• The Graduation Assembly;  and 

• A suite of transition events. 
 
Please remember to check the Altiora, emails from teachers and Classroom Carers, and the Ainslie School Facebook page for 
adjustments to plans that may occur in the dynamic and responsive context of Ainslie School.  The Term 4 calendar will be sent out 
in due course. 
 

PROMOTING POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS FOR LEARNING 

Students, teachers and families enjoy the benefits of a culture that supports learning at Ainslie School.  We experience this every 
day and it is a feature that positively impacts visitors to our school. For more than a year, the education team has embarked on a 
process of reflection and analysis of how we enable students to build the skills, values and attitudes that assist them to develop and 
maintain positive and healthy relationships. We know this is a responsibility we share with families and the community, and teachers 
value the partnerships we share to support growth in each child’s personal, social and emotional capability. 
 
Throughout the ACT’s system of public schools, staff, school and system leaders are continuing to engage in conversations about 
the importance of ensuring we have behavioural approaches that explicitly teach positive behaviours for learning and respect for 
others. Key to Ainslie’s work on the Positive Behaviours for Learning journey has been the creation of a graphic that represents how 
this is embedded in our programs and practice. We are in the process of socialising this document with critical friends and advisors 
from education, community services and the academic arena.   
 
We are looking forward to sharing our sophisticated yet playful approach throughout the term.  Watch the newsletter for more 
information. 
 

NAPLAN REPORTS 
This afternoon, reports were distributed to Year 3 and 5 students who participated in the National Assessment Program Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) earlier this year.  Families are reminded that this information provides a snapshot of each child’s 
performance at a particular point in the year, and should be considered alongside the information contained in Semester Reports, 
learning showcases and updates from teachers about individual progress towards goals.   
 
Our classroom teachers are happy to clarify the information contained in your child’s report.  Please don’t hesitate to contact them, 
by email or through the office team, if you would like further information.  
 

CLASS PLACEMENTS 
With planning for 2020 underway, communication between home and school is very helpful.  We encourage you to contact our 
school office team if: 
 

• you know of families moving or returning to the Ainslie School community who are intending to enrol, or 

• your family will be leaving our community in 2020. 
 
Parents and students are encouraged to contribute to the 2020 class planning, and placement conversations can be arranged 
through the school office.  As experts in your children, we value the advice you bring as we design increasingly personalised 
learning structures for the year ahead. 



 

 

 

Welcome to Term 4 
We hope everyone has had a great break over the last two weeks. As the weather is getting warmer, we are planning to adjust our 
menu including our daily specials, so please watch this space.  
 
We understand the importance of nutritious food for students because it helps with learning, improves attention span and work capacity 
at school. We continue to provide nutritious food for students to enjoy during recess and lunch. Did you know that ACT public schools 
have had a positive shift in their food and drink culture since the introduction of the ACT Public School Food and Drink Policy in 
February 2015 and the great support and resources received from Fresh Tastes? Ainslie School is one of 67 public schools in Canberra 
who’ve made significant changes to their canteen menu since the policy was first introduced and we continue to comply with the 
National Healthy School Canteen Guidelines. Thank you to the whole school community for your support, you’re helping create a 
healthier food and drink environment for our kids! 
 

We have an EFTPOS machine 
We are very pleased to announce that we can now offer an EFTPOS payment option with no minimum purchase for 
parents/carers to order at the canteen or over the phone. At Oishii canteen, we understand that parents are busy, 
and we always try to find ways to improve the service including our payment systems. In 2017, we introduced 
Flexischools, which has been very successful, and we thank parents who use this service. If you wish to order 
through Flexischools, use this link https://flexischools.com.au/, but please note we are always happy to see parents/
carers come to the canteen either to make lunch orders or just to say hi. 

 

Many hands make light work 
Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. 
Whether it’s half an hour here or an hour there, we’d l♥ve to see you, so pop in any time to have a chat with Ari or Clair or 
drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com  

CHILDREN’S WEEK 
This weekend marks the commencement of Children’s Week, which will be celebrated nationally from Saturday, 19 October - 
Sunday, 27 October.  Children’s Week highlights the needs and rights of children and young people to have fun and time with their 
families and friends who care for their welfare and wellbeing.  It is also a time to celebrate their accomplishments within the context 
of the family, the community and the world. 
 
The national theme for Children’s Week in 2019 is the UNCRC Article 24 'Children have the right to good quality health care, clean 
water, nutritious food and a clean environment so that they will stay healthy. Richer countries should help poorer countries achieve 
this.  While this theme is reflected in the business as usual of Ainslie, NCW presents an opportunity for us to pause and be mindful of 
the resources that we often take for granted.   
 
We will be kicking off Children’s Week with some AFL action next Monday and are looking forward to spending a little time with 
representatives from ACTAFL and the Ainslie Football Club on the  playground. 
 
A full program of Children’s Week events for the Canberra Community is available at www.actchildrensweek.com.au 
 

ACTIVE STREETS 
Please remember that a walk or ride is a wonderful way to start and end the school day.  It helps the environment, our physical 
wellbeing and the connections in our community. 
 
Term 4 is a great time to make our streets active.  Walking part way is OK and we encourage families who rely on cars to identify a 
drop off point a short distance away. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 

From our Principal 
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YEAR 8 SEEK PROGRAM 
 
Late last term 6B went to Lyneham High School to collaborate with the Year 8 Seek program. 
We had pre-planned our 3km walk there and it took a little longer than expected. Based on 
our risk management we decided that the rain would hold off. On the way back the dark 
clouds started to roll in! 
 
The Year 8’s had set up activity stations, 
each with a roman numeral to guide us 
where to go. There was a medieval 

horrible histories vibe, 
and we moved around 
troubleshooting as 
c o l l a b o r a t o r s , 
r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d 
thinkers during our time 
there. 
 
A highlight was the Maori culture station amongst others. We particularly 
enjoyed how kind people were and the opportunity to connect and make 
new friends. 

ATTENTION:  BIKE ENTHUSIASTS AND RIDERS 
 
The senior team are seeking expressions of interest for our upcoming School Fete on Saturday, 
2 November. We will run a Bike Workshop with the aim to support young people and their families to 
learn more about maintaining their bikes to keep students on bikes and bikes on our Active Streets 
and we need your help! 
 
This is an exciting opportunity for students and their families to get help working on their bicycle(s). 
From fixing flats to making adjustments, we will strive to build knowledge within our community about 
how to fix and maintain their own bicycles using salvaged parts! 
 
If you are able to offer support during the workshop on the day (all skill levels welcome) please 
contact Faith Bentley via email faith.bentley@ed.act.edu.au  or phone the school on 6142 3060. 

SMS NOTIFICATIONS AND EMAILS 
 

Ainslie School recognises the importance of having ready access 
to accurate information.   
 

Along with others within the ACT’s system of public schools, we 
are engaging in the introduction of a new School Admin System 
(SAS). 
 

As an important part of our transition into SAS we will be sending 
SMS messages to inform parents and carers of student absences 
from today.  You will receive an SMS message to let you know 
your child has been recorded as absent on the morning of their 
absence.  We will endeavour to send this by 10am every 
day.  This will reassure you of your child’s arrival at school and 
make it easier for you to keep your child’s attendance record up-to
-date when they are absent. 
 

You simply reply via SMS, with your child’s name and confirmation 
of your child’s absence and we will update our records.  If you do 
not reply your child’s absence will be recorded as “unexplained”. 
 

We thank you for working with us to implement this process and 
will welcome your feedback along the way. 
 
Front Office Team 

FREE RANGE DRAMA SESSIONS 
 
Mondays 1.15—2pm Free Range Drama (Senior Playground) 
Fridays  1.15—2pm Free Range Drama (Junior Playground) 
 

All welcome 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

.. . to the following students who have celebrated over 
the break and to those who will celebrate a birthday 
this week:  Karina, Arthur, Tara, Louie, Aaron, Liam, 
Adam, Peyton, Zimi, Jarrah, Cylas, Christopher, Noah, 
Amber, Jax and Angus. 

mailto:faith.bentley@ed.act.edu.au


 

 

P&C UPDATE 
 
Fete Day:  10am—2pm, Saturday, 2 November 2019 
Term 4 means fete time! We hope you will be able to pencil in an hour or two here and there to lend a hand. We need people to sort 
toys, clothes and books in the lead-up; set up/pack down on fete day; and volunteers for our fete stalls or activities. Sign up 
here: volunteersignup.org/38K4D. In particular, we still need coordinators for: 
 

• Entertainment (support external performers & liaise with school bands/music teacher); 

• Purchasing (arrange bulk purchases for fete day); 

• Ainslie School Merchandise Stall (collect and display merchandise from P&C storeroom; coordinate volunteers); 

• Dunking Dunny (coordinate volunteers); 

• Parking (coordinate parking on the senior oval; coordinate volunteers); 

• Pizza Stall (choose pizza menu; purchase pizza-making supplies; pizza oven hired by P&C); 

• The Reptile Man (assist Reptiles Inc. staff with venue, regulate numbers of visitors, coordinate volunteers);  and 

• Tombola (collect donations from class boxes; set-up tombola stall; coordinate volunteers. Please note that we’re aiming to reduce 

the amount of single-use plastic in our Tombolas this year). 
 
Please get in touch with Damien (damienbeth@tpg.com.au) if you can help. 
 
If you managed to do some spring cleaning over the holidays your great quality donations of clothes, toys, games and books can be 
dropped off at the Front Office. On the day, our stall coordinators look forward to receiving your beautiful cakes, slices, muffins, 
and other sweet treats, handmade items, preserves, plants, produce, herbs and cut flowers. 
 
Damien Ellwood 

BIKE WORKSHOP 
Seeking donations 

 
Coming soon to our School Fete — senior students and bike 
enthusiasts will be running a Bike Workshop. The aim is to 
support young people and their families to learn more about 
maintaining their bikes to keep students on bikes and bikes on 
our Active Streets. 
 
*Do you have any old bikes collecting dust and needing a new 
home? We would love to salvage, rebuild and reuse old/
unwanted bikes at our School Fete.* 
 
This is an exciting opportunity for students and their families to 
get help working on their bicycle(s), so be sure to bring your bike 
along to the Fete. From fixing flats 
to making adjustments, we will 
strive to build knowledge within 
our community on how to fix and 
maintain their own bicycles using 
salvaged parts! 
 
If you have any bikes or parts to 
d o n a t e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t 
Fa i th  Ben t ley  v i a  ema i l 
faith.bentley@ed.act.edu.au or 
phone the school on 6142 3060.  
 

TERM 4, 2019 ELECTIVE PROGRAMS 
 
During Term 4, Ainslie School will offer a number of elective 
programs.  These provide an opportunity for students to 
participate in specialised areas of interest or curiosity. 
 
Below is an outline of the programs. 
 
Dancecore – For children who love dancing or would like to 
develop their skills further, Cassie Gillis is offering Dancecore 
lessons. Students will learn dance and performance techniques 
through the styles of modern street funk and hip hop. Dancecore 
Club will run each Wednesday at lunchtime in the hall for K—6 
students at a cost of $80.00 to be paid directly to Dancecore.  A 
separate information leaflet with payment advice accompanies 
this overview. This club starts in Week 2 and finishes in Week 9. 
 
Pottery – Pottery will be taught in Term 4 with Erin Kocaj and 
Anna O’Neale from the Canberra Potters’ Society each Tuesday 
and Thursday.  A separate note accompanies this overview 
regarding the booking process for this program.  The cost for 
Pottery will be $90 for the term. Families are required to enroll 
and pay for the lessons directly with Canberra Potters’ Society 
using the link in the note supplied. Pottery will run from Week 2 
— Week 9. 
 
Drawing - The Ainslie Drawing Club will continue each Tuesday 
and Thursday at lunchtime with Robyn Thurecht of artKids.  Her 
program aims to develop children’s artistic and creative 
expression in drawing using a range of tools and materials. A 
separate permission note accompanies this overview with 
payment to be made directly to Robyn ($10 per class).  The club 
starts in Week 2 and finishes in Week 9. 
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Community Notices CONGRATULATIONS 
 

We congratulate 2 members of our 
community on their Children’s Week awards.  
Christina Pilkington & Priscilla Heigle will be 
receiving an award in recognition of their 
services to our students at an Awards 
Ceremony this Wednesday morning. 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Thank you to the many families who have made a voluntary 
contribution this year.  If you would like to make a contribution, 
please see the Front Office team to pay by cash or cheque, use 
EFT facilities (BSB: 032 777 Acct No:  000 962  Acct name:  
Ainslie School) or use the following link to pay by credit card 
using Quickweb (control click to the link): 
 

http://www.ainslies.act.edu.au/payments/WESTPAC     

ESA OPEN DAY 
10am - 3pm 3 November 2019 

 
The ESA Open Day at Fairbairn is a family event filled with 
skill demonstrations, hands on activities, food and 
entertainment. Showcasing all aspects of emergency 
management in the ACT, this is an excellent opportunity to 
speak directly with the people responsible for keeping our 
community safe.   
 
This year there will be a quiet hour from 8:30 – 9:30, with 
less people and limited noise. This is for people with autism, 
sensory processing concerns, or those who are simply more 
comfortable in a quieter environment. 
 
Free entry and parking, disabled parking and toilets 
available. 

http://www.ainslies.act.edu.au/payments/WESTPAC

