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                                                                                      ainslieschool@ed.act.edu.au  Ainslie School website: www.ainslies.act.edu.au

     
 

Twitter:@AinslieSchool & Ainslie School 

 

 
2019 Dates to Remember 

15 Feb  7:45-9am  Pancake breakfast  
 2:30pm  Connected Community conversation (Volunteering  

possibilities @ Ainslie School) 
 
19 Feb  11am  School Board Nominations close  
20 Feb  5:30 pm  Ainslie Masterplan Community Conversation Goodwin Library  
20 Feb  7pm  P&C AGM – all welcome 
21 Feb  5-6:30pm  Welcome Picnic ( Including class tours and Teacher talks)  
22 Feb  12:30 – 1pm  Assembly  
 
Coming up  
5 March         Swimming carnival  
9  March  Evening Reading hour in the Goodwin library  

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Communication at Ainslie 
Welcome to the first of our Monday newsletters for 2019.  We hope that the routine of sending school 
messages each Monday assists you in planning your week ahead.  Newsletters are an important 
part of our home/school communication, with regular updates about programs and community 
events. They can also provide an authentic text for shared reading and spark interesting 
conversations with your child. 
 
We use our newsletter to celebrate the special achievements of our students.  Since we know that 
learning doesn’t only happen between 9am and 3pm, we encourage you to share learning and 
achievements that happen beyond the school day.  A quick note or email to the front office or your 
child’s teacher helps us provide this important recognition.  
 
Technology plays a very important role in the communication landscape at Ainslie.  Our Website 
www.ainslies.act.edu.au is a helpful starting point for general information.  Ainslie’s Facebook Page 
promotes school activities, along with just-in-time updates about programs and events.  Teachers 
appreciate and use email and phone contact, and, families are welcome to drop into school at any 
time.  
 

Monday 11 Feb 2019 
Ainslie School 
Donaldson St 

Braddon 
ACT 2612 

Tel 6142 3060 
Fax 6142 3062 

 

 Board Chair Sarah Reid 0413 831 546 
 P&C President Damien Ellwood 0408 278 613 
  

The Ainslie School Newsletter 

mailto:ainslieschool@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.ainslies.act.edu.au/
http://www.ainslies.act.edu.au/
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Each week we have whole school gatherings.  Monday morning’s assemblies in the playground is 
a time for students and parents to hear about activities planned for the week.  More formal school 
assemblies take place every fortnight at 12:30 on Friday afternoons.  Assemblies are typically hosted 
by a team of classes and offer a snapshot of recent learning.   Class awards are presented at 
assemblies to celebrate special effort, demonstrations of the school values and examples of learning 
dispositions in action.   
 
Last week’s assembly was hosted by our school captains, who explained some of the rituals and 
routines that have become part of assemblies over the past 91 years.   We look forward to enabling 
our students to take the lead with home-school communication throughout the year and are already 
playing with some interesting possibilities! 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Partnerships with parents are highly valued at Ainslie, and teachers have enjoyed early connections 
with families since term began. Hearing about your family context, interests and the aspirations you 
share assists us to guide your child’s successful learning at school.  
 
Teachers are looking forward to a scene setting interview with families during the next 3 weeks, and 
information about bookings will be coming home this week. 
 
With families from around the world, Ainslie School is proudly multicultural.  We are able to help 
families, for whom English is an additional language, with access to interpreter services to enhance 
communication between home and school.  Families who would like to know more are encouraged 
to contact our office team, your child’s teacher, or Ainslie’s English as an Additional Language 
coordinator, Ms Dawn-Maree Dunn. 
 
Welcome Picnic  
We are looking forward to catching up with families and meeting those new to the Ainslie community 
at a Picnic on the Playground on Thursday, 21st February from 5:00-6:30pm. Classrooms will be 
open during the evening for tours led by your children.  I know they are looking forward to showing 
you the learning spaces they are helping to create. 
 
Teachers will be available in their classrooms through the evening to share information about class 
routines and a general overview of Term 1 programs.    
5:00-5:20 Junior Years Teacher Talks  (Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2)   
5:30-5:50  Middle Years Teacher Talks  (Years 3 and 4) 
6:00- 6:20 Senior Years Teacher Talks  (Year 5 and 6) 
 
Connecting Creatively:  Working with Experts 
 
In a highly productive start to the year, we’ve experienced the positive energy and creativity that 
occurs when educators connect with community experts.   
 
Introductions to Ainslie’s Creative in Residence, Naomi Zouwer, and visits to her studio, have 
sparked curiosity and awe, while canteen managers, Ari and Clair have expanded their influence, 
bringing their expertise in wholistic wellbeing and enterprise to the education team.  We look forward 
to identifying and stretching real contexts for learning with them all. 
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Figure 3 Ari and Clare enjoying their coffee break Figure 4 Naomi Zouwer – Ainslie’s creative in Residence 

 
Chess 
This week sees the welcome return of another of our community experts.  Ainslie’s Chess Master, 
Mr Endre Ambrus is looking forward to extending his connection with students across the school. 
This year, he will be with us every Friday, teaching Chess to classes across the school and 
overseeing the Ainslie School’s Open Tournament.  
 
Chess has a longstanding tradition at Ainslie, and last year, the education team explored the 
potential of its place in contemporary education.  As a game that requires and builds memory, focus 
and imagination, we recognise the benefit it brings to our learners. 
Endre’s Friday morning focus will be  

• Year 2 classes    Term 1 

• Year 3 classes    Term 2 

• Year 4 classes    Term 3 

• Year 5 and 6 classes  Term 4 

The Open Tournament is returning for students in Years 3-6, competing in three groups. 
11:30-12:15 Group 1 
12:15- 1:00 Group 2 
2:00-2:45  Group 3 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher, or Ainslie’s Deputy Principal Sophie Bissell if 
you would like to know more about this significant program. 
 
2018 Volunteers  
 
Students at Ainslie benefit from a strong tradition of volunteer support.  The way in which parents, 
grandparents, preservice teachers, and community members support our school is varied and wide 
ranging.  Volunteer support can involve a routine commitment, such as supporting our reading 
programs, or less frequent support, such as sharing a skill or passion you may have with one of our 
classes from time to time.  
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If you are interested in volunteering, please contact our office team by email 
(ainslieschool@ed.act.edu.au) or phone (6142 3060).  Being added to our School Volunteers 
Register will ensure you are able to access programs and information to support you in this important 
role. 
 
You may also like to join us for the first of our Connected Community Conversation at 2:30 this 
Friday, 15 February, to explore Volunteering Possibilities with our coordinator, Sarah Sparks, 
Deputy Principal, Sophie Bissell and me. 
 
Performance in Primary Schools (PIPS) 
 
PIPS is a computer based assessment program that assists our Kindergarten teachers to determine 
what their students know about literacy, numeracy and phonological awareness (sounds in 
language) when they enter school. 
 
PIPS provides one source of useful baseline data to help teachers as they design personalised 
learning experiences.  We have found that the one to one assessment session also creates a 
positive experience of connection between our kindergarten students and their teachers. 
 
This week, our teachers are preparing the online systems, ahead of testing in weeks 3 and 4.  A 
brochure for kindergarten families accompanies this newsletter.  Kindergarten teachers and their 
team leader Anne Westerman can assist you with further information about PIPS. 
 
Keeping our Community Safe 
 
The new year may bring new after school arrangements for families, and in these early weeks it is 
timely to revisit routines for travelling to and from school with your child.   
 
We thank families for commencing the year with mindfulness as we access the school car parks.  
Classes will visit these spaces during the week and explore signage that is often overlooked.  We 
thank drivers for acknowledging the designated ‘no stopping’ and ‘set down and pick up’ areas.  
Our boundary curbs can be busy places at drop off and pick up time. As children progress through 
the school years, you may like to discuss alternative pick up points with them.  Walking part way 
supports wellbeing – of people and the planet - and active streets build connected communities. A 
map of surrounding streets is attached to support this conversation.   
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Instrumental Music Program Update 
The ACT Education Directorate’s Instrumental Music Program is an important element of Ainslie’s 
Arts program. The IMP provides music tuition, along with brass instruments for members of the Year 
5 and Year 6 Bands. 
 
We congratulate our Year 5 students on their efforts in the IMP testing process last Friday, which 
involved screening for pitch, rhythm and musical aptitude to ensure the members of our band are 
positioned for success.  
 
For many years, students have benefited from ensemble music opportunities at Ainslie.  We are 
delighted to be expanding the experiences initiated in last year, which will see every senior student 
engaged in ensemble learning and performance.  We thank the Canberra Symphony Orchestra and 
our school based musician Seb Halme for contributing to these experiences, and our Music 
Specialist, Jess Copeman for the design and facilitation of these rich experiences. 
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All the best for the week ahead, 
 
Wendy Cave 
☺ 
 
This week we have seen examples of special effort from:  Bella and Maisy taking action to create 
an industrious stitching session. 
 
Theo   1D – fantastic holiday writing 

Cecilia  1D – detailed writing about her investigations 
Angelina 1D – fabulous painting 
 

 
Figure 1 Stitching club  Figure 2 More stitching fun 

 
Congratulations Naomi on her successful opening of the Shelf Life exhibition at May Space gallery 
in Sydney. 
 

 
Figure 3 Naomi at her exhibition launch    Figure 4 Naomi with examples of her work in the background 
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A reminder:  School Board Nominations  
 
The nomination period for positions on our School Board has opened.  This group provides valuable 
input into strategic planning and monitoring across many aspects of our school.  If you are interested 
in nominating for a position or would like to know a little more about the board, please contact our 
Returning Officer, Amanda Divett, or the front office team.  Nominations are due by 11 am 
19 February 2019. 

 

 
Housekeeping 

 
Death cap mushrooms  
 
Death cap mushrooms are sprouting due to the warm wet weather conditions we have been 
experiencing of late.   These mushrooms are commonly found growing near established oak trees 
in many northern Canberra suburbs.  Ingesting one death cap mushroom is enough to kill a healthy 
adult so please do not pick wild growing mushrooms in local parks or at the side of the road.  
Ainslie Staff regularly patrol the grounds and we encourage students and the wider community to 
alert staff should mushrooms be discovered.  
 

 
Figure 3 Death cap mushrooms 

 

Clothing  
 
Labelling all your children’s clothing and belongings at the beginning of the year can save money, 
time and frustration as the year progresses.  If you your child has lost any items please check the 
lost property bins in the year 5 corridor – near the piano or ask your class teacher. 
 
Late Passes  
 
If your child is running late in the morning, please remind them to check in at the front office for a 
late slip before going to class. 
 
Flexi schools – A reminder from Oishii Canteen  
 
Welcome back to school from Ari and Clare  
Please ensure your childs class is updated when you next order from the canteen.   
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P&C Opportunity and Achievement Allowance 

Did you know that each year the P&C provides support to families by way of the Opportunity and 
Achievement Allowance?  

The purpose of this policy (attached) is to provide financial support to recognise current students 
representing the school in approved activities or enable current students to participate in a sporting, 
academic, cultural, community or artistic experience. 

This means that the P&C is able to offer a small allowance to families for students that attend selected 
representative sport, academic or artistic events that are held at the national or international level. 

It also means that the P&C is able to provide financial assistance to families to enable students to 
participate in sporting, academic or artistic experiences that they may not otherwise be able to attend. 

If you would like to apply for an Opportunity and Achievement allowance, please complete the attached 
form and return it to the P&C secretary (Mel - mel@meltin.net). 

Please note that all applications are confidential. 

mailto:mel@meltin.net
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Happy Term 1, Week 2 from Goodwin Library 
 
 

Fun facts about the library 
1. We are open every morning from 8.40am until 9am 

2.  Lunch times opening times are being considered. Watch this space for more information. 

Caring/Sharing Fun Facts:- 
1. Book Bags  

Every child should have one from last year with their name clearly written on it. You are not an 
owner of a library bag? Think about what you can use around the house instead of buying one.   
Year 4 is talking about sustainability this term, so if you don’t have a library bag their suggestions 
are: a pillowcase, 2 tea towels sewn together or even an old store cloth bag – just remember your 
name… 

 
2. The Chief Ministers Reading Challenge is happening – dates to be advised. Further 

information can be found here: 

 https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/additional-
programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge  
 
 
 

 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/additional-programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/additional-programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge
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To assist in planning school bus travel, use our handy tips and checklist below: 

 

Routes and timetables: 

Please check the details of the services required for your child to and from school, also make sure the child 

is familiar with the times and stops. If your child is new to school or changing schools, please check 

available school services  

or regular bus timetables information. Use Transport Canberra’s new journey planner to plan your travel on 

regular routes, and use NXTBUS to track your awaited service. 

 

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/getting-to-school
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/timetables
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/home
http://www.nxtbus.act.gov.au/#/liveDepartures


Page 14 
 

MyWay cards: 

MyWay is the cheapest and easiest way to travel with Transport Canberra buses. A student MyWay card can 

be purchased online, over the phone, or at a MyWay Recharge Agent. Adding travel credit is even easier 

with the options of B-Pay or Autoload direct debit, attracting an additional 5% discount on all fares. 

Students can also top up their MyWay card or purchase a single or daily ticket at Transport Canberra’s new 

ticket vending machines, available at selected bus stations.  
 

Fares: 

New bus fares came into effect on 5 January 2019. A single trip school student MyWay fare is now $1.22 on 

school days and a single trip school student cash fare costs $2.50: MyWay Fares 
 

Bus safety: 

If your child is new to catching buses or a regular user, don’t forget that safety is a top priority so make sure 

your child is familiar with these rules for inside and outside the bus. For further information on Transport 

Canberra bus safety, please visit the Etiquette and Safety and Staying Safe sections on our website. 

 

School Safety Tips: 

A School Crossing Supervisor program commenced in the ACT at 20 crossing sites. School crossing 

supervisors (lollipop people) assist children to cross roads safely by directing traffic with a stop sign and 

providing instructions. They also help to manage the flow of pedestrians and motorists at the busiest 

crossings. Further information is available under the Active Travel for Schools section on our website, under 

School Crossing Supervisors. 
 

Further information: 

Pick-up and set down guidelines, tips for parents, tips for staff/volunteers, tips for students, safe driving, 

safety tips, safe school travel plans and travel congestion information can be found under the School Safety 

Tips on the Transport Canberra website. 

 

Staying up to date: 

To keep up to date with Transport Canberra news and important service information, sign up for our email 

alerts or follow us on our social media channels: Email Alerts  Facebook  Twitter 

 

Further information can be found under the FAQ’s section on our website. For all other enquiries, please 

contact us on 13 17 10 

 
 

Regards, Transport Canberra 

Communications, Media and Public Relations | Transport Canberra and City Services| ACT Government 

496 Northbourne Avenue, Dickson | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au    

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/tickets-and-myway/check-myway-balance
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/news/news-and-events-items/january-2019/ticket-vending-machines-are-now-available
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/tickets-and-myway/fares
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/passenger-information/transport-etiquette
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/passenger-information/staying-safe
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-for-schools
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/traffic-management
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/traffic-management
http://www.action.act.gov.au/news/email_alerts
http://www.action.act.gov.au/news/email_alerts
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/news/sign-up-for-alerts
https://www.facebook.com/TransportCanberra
https://twitter.com/ACTIONbuses
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/new-network/faqs
http://www.act.gov.au/
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