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Newsletter Week 10 Term 2 

1 July  2019 

Monday 1st July:  

➢ Parent Teacher Interviews,  

➢ 9.15 am:  Connected Community Conversation-Curating your child’s work: What to 
do with creations that come home from school,  

➢ 1S Excursion to Canberra Museum and Gallery,  

➢ Unusual Holidays: International Joke Day, Second Half of the Year Day 
 

Tuesday 2 July:  

➢ Parent Teacher Interviews,  

➢ 1D Excursion to Canberra Museum and Gallery,  

➢ Unusual Holidays: I Forgot Day, World UFO Day 

 

Wednesday 3 July:  

➢ Parent Teacher Interviews,  

➢ 1Z Excursion to Canberra Museum and Gallery,  

➢ 9:30 am - 1:00 pm: 6B visit to MoAD, 

➢ Holidays: International Plastic Bag Free Day,  

➢ Unusual Holidays: Compliment Your Mirror Day, Stay out of the Sun Day, 

Chocolate Wafer Day 

 

Thursday 4 July:  

➢ Parent Teacher Interviews 

➢ Kindy Health Check,  

➢ 10.00 am: Japanese Ambassador visits Ainslie School 
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➢ Unusual Holidays: Sidewalk Egg Frying Day, Barbecue Day 

 

Friday 5 July:  

➢ Parent Teacher Interviews,  

➢ Term 2/Semester 1 ends,  

➢ Kindy Health Check,  

➢ 2.30 pm: Connected Community Conversation-Curating your child’s work: What to 

do with creations that come home from school,  

➢ Assembly,  

➢ Unusual Holidays: Workaholics Day, Mechanical Pencil Day 

 

Saturday 6 July:  

➢ Term 2/Semester 1 ends,  

➢ Unusual Holidays: Hop to a Park Day, Umbrella Cover Day 

 

Sunday 7 July:  

➢ Holidays: Tell the Truth Day, Global Forgiveness Day,  

➢ Unusual Holiday: Chocolate Day 

 

From Our Principal 

Dear Families and Friends 

One of the principles that guides contemporary education in the ACT is that learners 

need to lead.  We know that students invest in learning and engage in school 

improvement with creativity and maturity when given a chance to contribute. 

Enabling students to compose texts with agency and impact is amongst our highest 

priorities. 

Last week, a small team of senior students accepted the challenge of creating the 

Week 10 Altiora.  Within a very limited timeframe, they clarified the intent of this 

weekly publication, identified broad parameters and created a plan of action. They 

demonstrated literacy skills and dispositions as they defined information needs, 

located and accessed information, then analysed and evaluated their content. 

This real context has enabled students to demonstrate and grow capabilities that 

span the Australian Curriculum.  Their self management, interest in working with 

others,  openness to ideas and opinions, and confidence and motivation to use their 

literacy skills broadly is so impressive. 

 



As outstanding learners, this team has demonstrated a willingness to evaluate, 

improve and enhance their work. They have plenty of food for thought following this 

gentle introduction, and I know Ainslie’s community will look forward to experiencing 

the transformation of our newsletter that is likely to unfold. 

We thank Ethan, Declan, Clare, Josh, Taeva, Gabi, Rashmi, Nina R and Hannah 

from year 6, for setting us off on this important path. 

Community Partnerships 

Last week I had the great pleasure of accepting a donation from Manuel Xyrakis, of 

Ainslie IGA, on behalf of our school.  The donation is part of the supermarket’s 

Community Chest Specials promotion, and reflects Manuel’s appreciation of the 

important role that our school plays within the community we share.  Given Manuel’s 

interest in  lifelong learning through real contexts, his donation will support a range of 

student led initiatives being undertaken this year. 

We are delighted that Manuel and his nephew Noah will be visiting the Oishii 

Canteen this week, to learn about the Wellbeing and Enterprise initiatives that Ari 

and Clair have inspired. 

Semester Reporting 

Last Thursday afternoon, our students took home their Semester 1 reports.   These 

contain information about your child’s development and progress towards the goals 

of their classroom programs, along with comments that indicate their strengths and 

future steps. A-E grades reflect progress relative to the Achievement Standards 

within the Australian Curriculum ( www.acara),  and a C grade indicates performance 

that is well on track.  We congratulate the learners at Ainslie as they continue to 

strive for excellence towards their diverse goals. 

I encourage families to contact the school office to schedule an interview time with 

teachers, to reflect on your child’s report and continue conversations about next 

semester’s goals.  We highly value working with you as we design of learning 

pathways that match the needs of your child. 

. 

NAIDOC Celebrations 

The National Aborigines’ and Islanders’ Day Observance Committee (NAIDOC) 

works to raise awareness of the unique histories, cultures and achievements of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. This year’s NAIDOC theme Voice. 

Treaty. Truth acknowledges that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have 

always wanted an enhanced role in decision making in Australia’s democracy. 

NAIDOC Week will be celebrated across Australia this year during the term break 

from Sunday 7July through to Sunday 14 July.  We are looking forward to sharing 

http://www.acara/


some interesting exploration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives on 

our return to school next term.  

Holiday Activity  

The holiday break will see much activity around the school, with staff engaged in 

strategic planning and preparations for the new term, along with some routine 

facilities maintenance.  

 

Sophie Bissell, Faith Bentley, Jess Copeman, Isobel Short, Naomi Zouwer and I are 

excited to be heading to Melbourne for the Australian Literacy Educators Association 

conference.  We are looking forward to meeting educators and researchers from all 

Australian States and Territories, and from many countries around the world.  

The conference theme is Literacy Empowering Voices:  Reflecting the Past, Viewing 

the Present, Scripting the Future and we are excited to have been selected to 

provide two presentations about our approach to building critical literacy skills and 

artistic expression.   We hope to share this work for interested families on our return. 

 

Wishing you all the best for the week ahead and a happy holiday break.  

 

Wendy Cave 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Articles and Notifications… 

 

 

 

 



✹Junior✹ 

 

 

Kindergarten 

Kindy Film festival (sharing their stories) 

 

Year 1 

Excursion to Canberra Museum and Gallery, 1S on Monday, 1D on 

Tuesday, 1Z on Wednesday 

 

Year 2 

Art Classes with Naomi, Nature Club (picking up rubbish) 

 

 

✹Senior✹ 

 

 

Year 5 

The Year 5s at the final stages of creating their ‘stop-motion’ movies 

using the theme Soaring. 

Year 5 are also busily preparing their independent inquiries inspired by 

the upcoming 50th anniversary of the moon landing 

 

Year 6 

 

Year 6 are presenting their Impact Project reflections,  

one team has included an article for their reflection on Climate Action 

 

ALTIORA NEWSLETTER ARTICLE - CLIMATE ACTION 
By Rashmi Carruthers & Alicia King & Nina.R Thomson 

 

Recently in Year 6, the students have been working on an Impact Project, where 

they got to choose one of the UN Global Goals that they were passionate about, to 



work and study on from Week 9 of Term 1 - Term 2. Three of these students (aka 

us) have been passionate about studying the goal - CLIMATE ACTION. We’ve 

nearly finished our project, but just because we have, doesn’t mean we can’t stop 

learning about this cause! We want to share some of what we have learnt over the 

period of time that we’ve had. 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH OUR PLANET - Alicia 

There are many things that are contributing to Climate Change. Acid rain, pollution, 

plastic water, deforestation, and some of our big ice lands melting. For many years 

now, people have been blind - walking past rubbish on the streets and contributing to 

the littering. Nobody really gives it a second thought - nobody really stops to think, 

“Where does all that rubbish go?” 

Well, plastics that disposed of near coastal arenas are often taken by the ocean, 

disintegrating into what we know as plastic water. It has gotten to a point where it is 

not physically possible to get all - or any plastic, even - out of the ocean, because it 

has disintegrated into small particles that have travelled to even the depths of the 

ocean. 

Acid rain is another problem of Climate Change, which is produced when smoke 

from factories has drifted up and been caught in rain clouds, only to rain back down 

onto the atmosphere. This has caused trees to wither and die, along with many other 

things such as plantation and even animals.  

We need to take action now, before it is too late. Though we may never be able to 

get rid of all the rubbish in the world, you can still do your part to make a change.  

  

HOW WE CAN HELP STOP CLIMATE CHANGE - Rashmi 

We researched the ways that humans can help to lessen their contribution to climate 

change, these are just a few. 

 

“GREEN YOUR COMMUTE” - “Greening your Commute” is about not always using 

modes of transport that use gas and petrol, like cars. You can do this by taking the 

bus, or even our new TRAM! Riding to school or work on your bike, or even walking 

if you live closer. You can also walk to the tram stop or bus stop, if you live in walking 

distance, like lots of us at this school do, including us. I try to take the bus home from 

school twice a week, and ride my bike in twice, aswell. Trams and buses use less 

energy than cars, because they can carry larger amounts of people at a time.  

 

USE MONEY AND ENERGY WISELY - Sometimes we don’t realise what our dollars 

are doing. This means that whenever you tap your card, the money you give can be 

going to different causes, like coal mining. If you haven’t come across the ‘Bank of 

Australia’ ad at one moment or another, then I encourage you to go and watch it on 

Youtube. It can change your mind about the way you view money. Using energy 

wisely also means that you should be conscious of how often you use wasteful 



energy, this could be something simple like just leaving the light on when you don’t 

need to. 

 

VOTE - As you would know, the Liberal Party won our recent election, meaning that 

they’ve restarted Adani. All levels of government can have a big impact on preparing 

and adapting to climate change. Choosing to vote for the ones that can help is 

another step to contributing to this cause. 

 

INVEST IN RENEWABLES - Investing in renewable things is not buying just for the 

sake of buying, but investing in things you know you will reuse. This is like - not 

buying a piece of clothing, like a dress or a pair of shoes, for one occasion, knowing 

you might not wear it another time - but buying things you know you will reuse. It is 

also taking part in using clean energy. Just because you can’t buy a wind turbine, 

doesn’t mean you can’t be a part of this. Using renewables can also be using solar 

power energy, and if you do already, that’s great! And if you don’t, don’t stress, you 

can still help! 

 

HOW TO SPREAD THE WORD - Nina 

Make sure you are always aware of your impact on the world, and make sure others 

are too. By doing that, people will have a better impact on the world. Inform others 

about climate change and help them make better decisions by following ‘HOW WE 

CAN HELP STOP CLIMATE CHANGE’ which is written above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Advertisements and Notices 
 

Greetings from the library! 

  

Congratulations to the students who have returned their Chief Minister’s Reading 

Challenge Recording sheet.   All of our students have been registered and our goal of 

whole school participation is on track. If you have questions about the challenge, more 

information can be found here  https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-

life/additional-programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge 

  

Coming up in Term 3 is the Children’s Book Council of Australia ‘Book of the Year’ Awards 

– a fantastic selection of books have been shortlisted for these prestigious awards! For 

more information on shortlisted books and categories it can be found on their site 

https://cbca.org.au/shortlist-2019 

  

  

FAQ from readers… 

  

1. Can I borrow books over the holidays? 

1. Yes! Senior students are able to borrow 10 at any time, years K-4 are able to 

borrow 4 at any one time. 

2. Can I record books/ ebooks that I read at home for my Chief Minister’s Reading 

Challenge? 

1. Yes! The more the merrier! 

3. Is the library open every morning? 

1. YES!  8.35am – 8.55am every morning 
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Pancake breakfast was success 
It was so lovely to see Ainslie school community came to celebrate 
towards the end of term 2 by enjoying pancake breakfast. Thank you to 
those who came, and our special mention to our canteen committee 
for being the back bone of the event and our volunteers who helped on 
the day. The money we raised go directly into the operation of the 
canteen, making it possible to provide healthy food to the Ainslie school 
community. Thank you for your generous support.  
  

Did you know? 

In July communities around the world are campaigning to be plastic free. 
Plastic Free July aims to reduce plastic pollution so we can have cleaner 
streets, oceans, and beautiful communities. Led by Plastic Free 
Foundation, each year millions of people take the challenge and choose 

to refuse single used plastics. Are you ready to take the challenge? Yes, we are. At Oishii 
canteen we have started this year by only using metal cutlery so we can reuse them. For more 
information visit https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/about-us/ or https://www.actsmart.act.gov.au/what-can-i-

do/business/straws-suck for local context. 
 

We thank you for ongoing support, and have a great school break. See you in term 3. 
 
 

 

Many hands make light work 
Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome 
to pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s half an hour here 
or an hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to have a chat 
with Ari or Clair or drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  

  
 

 

 

The Ainslie Primary School Annual School Board Report provides information 

about the school’s achievements and strategic directions.  The 2018 ASBR is now 

available at www.ainslies.act.edu.au 
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Parents and Carers 

  

You may see some media coverage regarding recent incidents where children were 

approached by a man they did not know. This occurred in the suburbs of Isaacs 

and Monash. You can access the ACT Policing media release on their website:  

https://policenews.act.gov.au/news/media-releases/call-witnesses-following-two-child-

approaches-0 . 

  

This is a good reminder to help our children understand the importance of 

stranger safety and the need to report any unusual incidents or approaches to 

staff immediately. 

  

As the school holidays will begin soon, we encourage you to have conversations 

with your children about moving safely in and around the community and what to 

do if they ever feel unsafe. Doing so will help children understand the importance 

of stranger safety in and out of school hours, and also the importance of reporting 

any unusual incidents or approaches to parents/carers or school staff immediately.   

  

Police encourage parents, guardians and teachers to make sure children 

understand how to keep themselves safe, particularly when walking to and from 

school, and to teach children about stranger safety. Information on ways to help 

children to stay safe is available on the http://www.constablekenny.org.au/. In 

addition, the Safety4Kids is a non-government website that has useful information 

and links. 

  

If you become aware of an incident, or notice anyone acting suspiciously around a 

school or child, contact police immediately on 131 444 or in the case of an 

emergency call 000. The quicker police can respond and attend to an incident of 

this nature, the quicker they can target the area and surrounds. 
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Young Soccer PLayers: Real Madrid Coaching Clinic 

Exciting news for all young soccer players! 

We are pleased to announce that Real Madrid Foundation Clinics will be coming to 

Canberra and using the Deakin Stadium for their upcoming Real Madrid Coaching 

Clinic in the October School Holidays. 

Below are the details: 

Date: 1st to 4th October 2019 

Venue: Deakin Stadium, Deakin 

Ages: U7 to U16 

Cost: $399 

The Clinics will include the following: 

● Run for 4 consecutive days 

● Each daily session runs for 2hrs 

● Training Sessions to be run entirely by our International Head Coaches from Spain 

● Sessions will also include theory for the players which will cover the scouting 

process, the development process, club structures and methodology. 

● Players from all clinics have the opportunity to be selected to go to Spain for a 2 

week training camp at Real Madrid in 2019. 

Players will receive Official Adidas Real Madrid Foundation Training Jersey, Shorts 

and Socks. 

- Coaching by Official Real Madrid coaches 

- Opportunity to be selected to join our Real Madrid Tour to Spain in December. 

This opportunity is limited to 8 players from our Canberra clinic. 

Please visit their website to register to avoid missing out on this amazing 

experience. http://www.frmclinicsaustralia.com/player-clinics-canberra/ 

Any questions please email info@frmclinicsaustralia.com 

  

The Junior Committee 

Canberra Football Club 

3 Grose Street Deakin 

 

 

 

Naidoc in the North 

We are hosting a NAIDOC celebration on Saturday, July 13 that is free to attend 

and will have lots of family-friendly activities happening. 
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