
 

 

 

 
 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

UPDATE ON MANAGING NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) IN OUR SCHOOLS — 16 MARCH 2020 
As you would be aware, events are moving swiftly in relation to the national and ACT Government responses aimed at limiting the 
potential spread of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in our community.  
 

Cancellation of school events 
Over the weekend a meeting of the National Cabinet, the Australian Government announced that all organised, non-essential mass 
gatherings attended by more than 500 people must be cancelled from today, Monday, 16 March 2020. 
 

This announcement does not recommend school closures however, it does apply to a range of school events and events organised by 
school communities. 
 

From today, the following events will no longer proceed in ACT public schools, including ours: 
 

• school or regional/ACT swimming, athletics and other sporting events, large band or other music concerts where there would be 
large gatherings of students; 

• school assemblies; 

• parent/teacher nights; 

• school open days/nights. 
 

Our school community will also need to look at how this impacts on planned school fetes, celebrations and other large gatherings we 
have planned in our school calendar in coming months. 
 

Cancellation of school excursions 
All local and interstate school excursions, including camps are also being cancelled - effective from today, 16 March. This includes 
excursions outside the school such as visits to cultural institutions, art galleries, theatres and sporting events or facilities (other than 
those at local facilities regularly used by the school such as sporting grounds or swimming pools). All camps scheduled to commence 
from tomorrow must be postponed and rescheduled, or, if there is no other option, cancelled.  
 

We understand that this will cause some disruption and inconvenience but the safety of our staff and students remains our paramount 
concern.  These measures are all precautionary to support slowing the rate of infection not because schools are at increased risk. The 
ACT Education Directorate will continue to be guided in our response to these unprecedented times by ACT Health. 
 

Frequently asked questions 
A Frequently Asked Questions document is now available for school communities. You can access this via the COVID-19 link on the 
front of our school website. This document will continue to be updated in coming days and weeks. 
 

You can keep up to date through the ACT Health website (www.health.act.gov.au). This is where the latest health advice is available. 
People can also call the Coronavirus Health Information Line on 1800 020 080 for further information on COVID-19. The line operates 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
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Monday, 16 March 2020 

2020 Dates to Remember 
 

Wednesday, 18 March   Year 5/6 Netball Gala Day @ the Lyneham Indoor Netball  
        Centre (9am—2.30pm) - cancelled 
        Masterplan Community Conversation (5.30—6.30pm) 
Friday, 20 March    Harmony Day celebrations — wear something orange 
Saturday, 21 March    Reading Hour in the Library (5.30—6.30pm) - postponed 
Monday, 23 March    ACT School Futsal @ the Lyneham Indoor Netball  
        Centre (8.30am—3pm) - cancelled 
Tuesday, 24 March    Board Meeting (5.30pm) 

http://www.health.act.gov.au/
tel:1800020080


 

 

ALERT FOR REGULAR UPDATES 
I anticipate that there will be further developments as the ACT Government plans for the spread of COVID-19 in our community. Please 
be alert for regular email updates from me as we keep you posted on all developments in this rapidly evolving situation. 
 

RIDE OR WALK TO SCHOOL DAY 
As schools around Australia marked Walk or Ride to School Day last Friday, it was business as usual for many of Ainslie’s act ive 
students.  We did, however, acknowledge the day with  walks  from  gathering places at Gorman House and Corroboree Park, and raffle 
tickets for riders.  We thank Faith, Isobel, Simone, Janelle and Angela for making the morning a celebration! 
 

CONNECTING PEOPLE PLACES AND PRIORITIES:  LEARNING BEYOND THE SCHOOL BOUNDARIES 
Ainslie’s neighbourhood is a rich resource and each week there are classes out and about to make the most of the people and p laces 
within it.  Last week the Drill Hall Gallery, Haig Park and Lonsdale Street provided contexts for rich inquiries into sustainable 
communities.   
 
Increasingly families are enjoying sharing these experiences through the Seesaw platform as teachers are beginning to post highlights.  
Please don’t hesitate to connect with your child’s teacher if you would like to know more about accessing this home/school engagement 
tool. 
 

NEW NEIGHBOURS  
Sophie Bissell and I were excited to visit the brand new Canberra Raiders Headquarters with  the ACT Principals Association last week.  
We enjoyed the very short stroll to the grounds, a tour of the facilities and connecting with Raiders staff to explore leadership of teams.   
 
We look forward to welcoming our newest neighbours in the not too distant future. 
 

READING HOUR:  POSTPONED 
Ainslie School holds a significant collection of children’s literature in its historic Goodwin Library.  The library was created in 1928 
through  fundraising efforts of the community and its namesake, Colonel Goodwin, was President of an early P&C Association. The 
Colonel was also founder of the Goodwin Homes, a centre for elderly people. 
 
Plans for Reading Hour this Saturday evening have been postponed in the interests of managing COVID-19.  We look forward to 
hosting families in our library soon.   
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY AT AINSLIE 
We thank Ainslie School’s Office team and Building Services Officer, Paul Wilcott for helping to make our facilities look and feel as great 
as the people inside. 
 
We place a strong emphasis on ensuring our grounds and buildings are safe and well maintained.  Staff are always on the lookout for 
potential problems and repairs are made as quickly as possible.  Please remember to let the front office team know of any problems you 
may notice as you walk around our school.  You may see things that we grow used to, through familiarity with our workplace. 
 
In the interests of health, safety and wellbeing, we are keeping a close watch on tree conditions through this period of unusual weather, 
hence the fencing around the beautiful tree outside the Year 1/2 classrooms. 
 

CELEBRATING KINDNESS AND HARMONY 
Harmony Week (15-21 March) is a significant one on the Australian calendar, as communities recognise diversity and inclusion.  The 
week also holds the 10th annual National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence on 20 March. You may recall that last year Ainslie 
School’s Vice Captain, Skye Whitney-Nash initiated a celebration of kindness to mark these occasions, leaving a legacy that lives on. 
  
This year’s themes (Everyone Belongs and  Take Action Together)  provide a fitting opportunity to raise awareness of our school values 
in action.  We look forward to sharing experiences of kindness, respect and responsibility in classrooms, on the playground and around 
our neighbourhood.  
 
We encourage students to wear a splash of orange, national dress, or sporting team colours to celebrate this Friday. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave   
Principal 
 
 

From our Principal  continued ... 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay/Pages/take-action-together.aspx


 

 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on land, traditionally nurtured 
by the Ngunnawal people. Also connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, 
Yuin and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, teachers and children. 
Their elders past, present and emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of 
sustaining the land that sustains our life and recognise that sovereignty of this land 
was never ceded.  

Throwback to Hinamatsuri Day 
 
Yes, it was two weeks ago now but we were 
too absorbed in the event to share it at the 
time. It was a wonderful day and we did 
remember to take some photos! 

Our friend Akiko—parent to Zenn and Ray (pictured 
left) cheerfully and tirelessly guided us in the 

preparation and pronunciation of Chirashizushi. 
Finally taking her own serving upstairs to join in the 

rest of the celebration Thank you Akiko!  



 

 

Leesa Frame 

AINSLIE STAFF FUN FACT 
 
Guess the staff member who owns a green, 1972 LJ GTR 
Torana? 

A MESSAGE FROM SCHOOL SPORTS 
 
Regarding trials for state representative teams, we have been 
advised this morning that these, even though out of school time, 
are to be cancelled/postponed to keep in alignment with social 
distancing measures and not encouraging students from 
different schools to be in contact with each other. 
 
On a national scale, the School Sport Australia Board are 
meeting today and should be able to advise shortly of the future 
of the National Championships as they are based on state 
selections that are currently not taking place. 
 
We aim to keep parents informed if circumstances change. 

PLEASE WELCOME … 
 
… Faheem who joined 5/6B today. 
 
… 3 new additions to our team from Canberra’s Initial Teacher 
Education programs.  Tracey-Anne Leahey will join 
Sergine Zeferino and 1/2Z for her 15 day placement as part of 
the UC’s Master of Education Course.  Steph Oberman will join 
Isobel Short and 3/4S for her 10 day placement.  
Hannah Lutze, of the ACU will join Jo Lawson and 1/2L for 
weekly visits until her 6 week placement in May.  We look 
forward to the contributions these educators will bring. 
 
… Barbara Bowen and Rhyl Hurley who will volunteer in the 
Year 1/2 classrooms. 

CONGRATULATIONS ... 
 
… to the following students who received merit certificates at 
Assembly: 
 
Angie & Zach (KC); Kimmy & Ivo (KM); Adam & Georgia 
(1/2AM);  Liam, Arabella & Saachi (1/2L);  Leila & Aaron 
(1/2MM);  Evie & Indiana (1/2P); Alvanka & Will (1/2SB);  
Sarah & Bruno (1/2Z);  Olivia & Sienna (3/4C);  Max & Tatiana 
(3/4J);  Sam & Maica (3/4S);  Aarya & Isabelle (3/4W);  and 
Dion, Mattia & Ethan( 5/6B). 
 
The following students also received Year 5/6 camp awards: 
 
Ryan, Hannah, Mia & Lottie. 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS    YR GROUP  DATE DUE BACK 
NAPLAN Testing—on line  Yrs 3 & 5  For information 
Online ACER PAT Testing  Yrs 1—6   Permission ASAP 
Brass, Ukulele & Strings  Year 5   Response ASAP 
Curriculum Resources   All students  Payment when 
           possible 

RIDE OR WALK TO 
SCHOOL DAY 

 
On Friday, 13 February, 45 students entered 
the National Ride 2 School day draw to win 1 of 
3 Oishii canteen lunch specials and a bike bell. 
Congratulations to all those people who walked 
and rode to school and to our draw winners 
Ethan (1/2Z),  Maisy (3/4S) and Boston (3/4W). 



 

 

Community Notices 

P&C UPDATE 
  
Damien Ellwood (damienbeth@tpg.com.au) 
Ainslie School Parents & Citizen's Association President | https://ainsliepandc.com.au  

DID YOU KNOW …. 
 
Orange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Week. 
Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and 
meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas 
and encouragement of mutual respect. Australians can choose to 
wear something orange during Harmony Week to show their 
support for cultural diversity and an inclusive Australia. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Alexandra, 
Eli, Izak, Nhi, Boston, Lily, Oscar, April, 
Elliott and Bruno. 

CSO 
PERCUSSION IN 

RECITAL 

2pm, Sunday, 15 March  
cso.org.au/event/recital-

one-percussion 
 

One hour, followed by 
afternoon tea 
 
Overture Hall, Orana 
Steiner School 
 
A showcase of the CSO 
Percussion section and the 
range of sounds and 
textures it can produce.   

mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
https://ainsliepandc.com.au
https://cso.org.au/event/recital-one-percussion/
https://cso.org.au/event/recital-one-percussion/

