
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
As I reflect on last week and consider the one to come, I can’t help but think that special experiences are part 
of business as usual for the young people of Ainslie and their families.   
 
NAIDOC Week set a fitting scene for connected learning last week, as our students acknowledged special 
people, places and times. They showed kindness, respect and responsibility as representatives at the 
Northside Schools Indigenous Cluster celebrations, and our School Captains hosted a poignant 
Remembrance Day commemoration (trumpeters Charlie, Lotti and Bridie pictured right). We were moved and 
very proud. 
 

2040 SCREENING 
It was an absolute pleasure to spend time amongst the Ainslie School community for the online screening of  Damon Gameau’s film 2040.   I 
thank the students, families, friends and staff who joined the live Facebook discussion afterwards from the Goodwin Library.  We were 
fascinated by statistics and stories of human impact and inspired by ways people are learning about, contributing to, advocating for and 
investing in regenerative solutions to improve our planet. 
 
The afternoon gave us space to reflect on the small and significant steps we are making at Ainslie to grow knowledge, skills, attitudes and 
values as stewards of our precious Earth. As our students described their experiences with composting, gardening and recycling, their 
pioneering efforts towards a Fuel For Thought school lunches program, and their work on the design of a Place Management monitoring 
tool, we grew increasingly confident the future our children will enjoy will be a positive one. 
 
I thank Ainslie’s student representatives Hannah, Xavier, Orgil, Lottie, Ben, Asher, Sina, Lily, Frankie, Evie and baby Bertrie for sharing their 
time and thoughts with us, and Jess Green, Amy Blain, Danny Jowers, Sarah Reid and Beck Palethorpe for facilitating this event and 
engaging us so creatively in such important matters.   
 
I believe there is still time to connect to the link if you were unable to view 2040 during the weekend (https://events.humanitix.com/2040-
digital-screening-ainslie-school?fbclid=IwAR1zZM26LDs63bFu-uGJwLf47EhnN63olK7KZ7TEifbFPV6sjJEaLlAeSmQ). 
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 
Tuesday, 17 November   Baker Gardens transition visit @ 9.30am—11.30am 
Thursday, 19 November   Reid Preschool transition visit @ 9.30am—11.30am 
Tuesday, 24 November   Little People Big Day Out @ 9.30—11am (Haig Park) 
Tuesday, 1 December   Year 1/2 Excursion to National Zoo & Aquarium @ 9.30am—2.30pm 

https://events.humanitix.com/2040-digital-screening-ainslie-school?fbclid=IwAR1zZM26LDs63bFu-uGJwLf47EhnN63olK7KZ7TEifbFPV6sjJEaLlAeSmQ
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MASTERPLAN UPDATE 
Connections between interest groups in our neighbourhood continue to be woven.  As the screening of 2040 brought sustainability 
into focus, we continue to explore ideas about  transport and activating our local streets, grounds restoration and infrastructure to 
support energy conservation.  Landscaping and rejuvenation of the Ainslie Precinct grounds will be on the agenda of our Week 
8 Masterplan Community Conversation. 
 
We opened the formal consultation process about perimeter fencing at our Masterplan Community Conversation on Wednesday 
evening.  It was great to share perspectives to ensure our efforts will: 
 

•  improve safety during school time; 
 

• facilitate access beyond school hours; 
 

• support grounds improvement and restoration; 
 

• respect the aesthetic appeal of our site;  and  
 

• fulfill requirements to honour and preserve heritage of the precinct.   
 
We look forward to sharing design concepts soon.  Watch this space, Facebook updates and class Seesaw pages for updates. 
 

AINSLIE ARTS COLLECTIVE 
The experience of Ainslie School is enriched by a focus on the Arts.  Students and staff enjoy connections with partners who bring 
expertise in music, dance and theatre. Together we explore knowledge and test new ideas towards playful and sophisticated 
curriculum delivery. 
 
It was so special for our Year 3/4 students to be part of the premier of Plastika, a production of The Australian Dance Party on 
Friday.  The show offers a strong environmental message and an entertaining call to action.  It was made even more significant for 
our children, given the ADP dancers have used our site and the voices of our students in its creation over the past two years.  We 
congratulate Alison Plevey and her company for launching Plastika and can’t wait for our next collaboration. 
 
We were also delighted to share a tour of Ainslie School with Ainslie and Goorman Arts Centre friends Joseph Falsone and 
Adelaide Reif.  The more we connect with these neighbours, the more we discover we have in common and we look forward to some 
interesting work together in  2021. 
 
 
 
 
 

CANBERRA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Another partnership we enjoy at Ainslie is with the Canberra Symphony Orchestra.  While the circumstances surrounding 2020 have 
limited some of the CSO’s activities, we have loved working closely with Lucy Macourt who has provided world class tuition to our 
senior strings orchestra.   
 
Later this month, the Canberra community will be able to see Lucy in action with her violin as the CSO makes its long awaited return 
to Llewellyn Hall for Live at Llewellyn.  Incoming Principal Guest Conductor Simon Hewett will lead the orchestra as they perform 
Beethoven’s joyous seventh symphony, Tchaikovsky’s inventive Rococo Variations (featuring guest cellist Julian Smiles) and The 
stars above us all by acclaimed Australian composer Matthew Hindson.  You’ll find further information later in this newsletter. 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL CONNECTIONS:  LEARNING FROM OUR COMMUNITY 
The  Haig Park experiments of 2019 opened new connections for our children and staff.  Intergenerational social games and the 
engagement of Year 6 with the Senior Citizens Dance Group were highlights and have been an impetus for an emerging 
intergenerational pen pals project this year.   
 

From our Principal continued ... 
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From our Principal continued ... 

The  benefits of engaging young people with older people are well researched. Our commitment is informed by extensive studies that 
demonstrate the importance of social connection and community participation on health and personal wellbeing - for older adults and 
children. We know that intergenerational programs improve psychological wellbeing and attitudes towards different 
generations.  They also increase resilience.  Our children benefit so much from the wisdom and perspective our older friends share. 
 
The ACT School Volunteers Program is an organisation that supports mentoring of students. ACTSVP members receive training for 
their work in schools across the ACT.  One of SVPACT’s flagship programs engages teams of volunteers to support students through 
collaborative Meccano projects. 
 
We are interested in hearing from friends, families and neighbours who might be interested in joining a Meccano Team at 
Ainslie.  You’ll find some information attached to this newsletter - and please don’t hesitate to contact our school office team if it 
sounds like the kind of contribution you’d like to make to inspiring learning programs at Ainslie. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

SCHOOL BOARD UPDATE 
  
This has been such a challenging year in many ways, that it was 
heartening to be able to celebrate the school’s successes at the 
last Board meeting. The school has done a great job managing 
the swings and roundabouts of this year and is in a sound 
financial position with no outstanding debt. Roughly half of 
families were able to make a voluntary contribution to the school 
and the Board is very appreciative to families for these 
contributions. One of the highlights of each meeting is the 
presentation made by staff, featuring the examples of student 
work and how it feeds into the curriculum. It is no surprise that we 
are always left impressed with these efforts and for any family 
that has attended Reid or Baker Gardens Preschool, it is 
probably even less of a surprise that the Preschools exceeded 
quality standards in their recent preschool assessment rating. 
They received a very high commendation and were encouraged 
to apply as national centres for excellence.  
  
Policies are being updated on supporting gifted and talented 
students and academic inputs are being sought for this work. The 
Board had the opportunity to hear about the school lunch pilot 
being developed, the master planning around the perimeter 
hedging project, the ongoing work reviewing the satisfaction 
survey data and an update on positive behaviours for learning 
and staffing updates to support this work. With the increase in 
student population in the Inner North, we anticipate Ainslie will 
soon be drawing on a larger priority enrolment area to assist 
nearby schools to manage space. 
  
The final Board meeting for the year will be held on Tuesday, 
1 December. 
 
Sarah Reid 
Board Chair 

CONGRATULATIONS … 
 

… to the following students who have received merit certificates. 

KC: Community—Siara, Kindness—Lachlan & Evan 
 

KM:  Respect — Ollie, Excellence—Isabella, Community—
Esther, Responsibility—Riley 
 

1/2L: Respect—Ebo, Excellence – Liam, Community—Flynn & 
Tommy 
 

1/2AM:  Respect – Amos, Excellence – Eleanor, Kindness – 
Adam, Community – Victoria, Responsibility — Emily 
 

1/2SB: Respect – Peyton, Excellence – Stella & Bentley 
Kindness – Sofie, Community – Arthur, Responsibility — Stella  
 

1/2P: Respect – Katie, Excellence – James, Kindness – Theo, 
Community – Finn, Responsibility— Jordan  
 
1/2Z:  Excellence—James, Community—Nichola 
 

3/4W: Excellence—Boston & Eva 
 

3/4J:  Respect – Lily, Grace & Liam, Responsibility—Max 
 

3/4C:  Excellence — Eliza & Jhanvi 
 

3/4S:  Kindness—Rania & Gen 
 

5/6B:  Respect — Kirsten, Mattea, Dylan, Evie & Ruby 
 
5/6MR:  Excellence—Lizzie & Marcus, Community— Tilly 



 

 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS   YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
National Zoo and    Year 1/2    Permission note & 
  Aquarium          payment by 27 Nov 
Voluntary    All families   Contribution if possible 
  Contributions 
Curriculum Resources  All families   Contribution if possible 
Band     Year 5 & 6   Payment ASAP  

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on land, 
traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also connected to 
this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin and the Wiradjuri 
peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, teachers and children. 
Their elders past, present and emerging. We bow to their superior 
knowledge of sustaining the land that sustains our life and 
recognise that sovereignty of this land was never ceded.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Hailee, 
Lockhart, Eli & Scarlett. 

DRAWING COMPETITION WINNERS 
During Canteen Day celebrations last week, we held a drawing competition and the theme was What the Canteen Means to You. With the 
help of Naomi, our wonderful Artist in Residence we are pleased to announce three winners. They are Telia, Rania and Tia E who will 
receive a $5 voucher to spend at the canteen. Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all participants. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT’S IN SEASON? 
Over the last few weeks, Year 1/2 students have gifted us beautiful produce from the garden they have been nurturing. In the kitchen, we 
have used the garden produce such as lettuces in our wraps, chards in frittata and most impressive snow peas in our salad.  
 
Did you know that snow peas can be eaten raw or cooked and they are a good source of fibre.  They have lots of awesome vitamins such 
as B1, B2, B3, C and K. Furthermore, they also contain potassium which can assist in regulating blood pressure and calcium as well as 
iron. Snow peas are best stored in the fridge to keep them fresh and crunchy. Have you had snow peas in your salad or stir fr ies this 
Spring? 

MUSIC 
 
During music this term, the students will match pitch and show the direction of a tune using Kodaly gestures.  Music appreciation 
lessons will continue. 
 
The children will continue to explore meaning and interpretation, forms, elements including rhythm, pitch, dynamics and expression, 
timeline and texture, form and structure, as they make and respond to music. 
 
During the last few weeks students in Years 1—6 have been learning the song ‘You Can’t Bring us Down’.  On Thursday, 5 November, 
they were involved in Music:  Count Us In 2020 where students across Australia joined together in singing this song. 
Well done Ainslie!  



 

 

Community Notices 

CANBERRA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
 
The Canberra Symphony Orchestra makes its long awaited 
return to Llewellyn Hall for Live at Llewellyn on 25 and 
26 November. Conducted by incoming Principal Guest 
Conductor Simon Hewett, the orchestra will perform Beethoven’s 
joyous seventh symphony, Tchaikovsky’s inventive Rococo 
Variations (featuring guest cellist Julian Smiles) and The stars 
above us all by acclaimed Australian composer 
Matthew Hindson.  
 

Tickets are available online or by calling CSO Direct on 
6262 6772 (weekdays 10am – 3pm) 

 
https://cso.org.au/event/live-at-llewellyn-wed/ 
https://cso.org.au/event/live-at-llewellyn-thurs/ 

NORTHSIDE  SCHOOLS  INDIGENOUS 
CLUSTER  CELEBRATIONS 

https://cso.org.au/event/live-at-llewellyn-wed/
https://cso.org.au/event/live-at-llewellyn-thurs/

