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Ainslie School 
 

 
2019 Dates to Remember 

 
2 May   School Photo day  
 

6 May   Baker Gardens Photo Day  
8 May   Ainslie Cross country  
9 May  9:15-1:00 Voices to MoAD  
  1:15-2:15 The Ridiculous Rhyme Show (whole school)  
  2:15-3:00 TV workshop for Years 5&6   
10 May   Reid Preschool Photo day  
 
Coming soon  
NAPLAN Testing   
Year 5 Camp  

 
 
 
Dear Families and Friends, 
 
It is a great pleasure to welcome the families of 15 new enrolments to Ainslie school this term, on behalf of 
our community.   
 
During this morning’s gathering, it was nice to be amongst a community of friends, families and colleagues 
catching up on news and events from the term break. It seems that many made the most of time together 
during the public holidays and special events that were scattered through the past two weeks. I did notice a 
few familiar Ainslie faces making history with the opening of the light rail system during the middle weekend. 
I trust that Ainslie families who experienced the Dawn Service and the National Ceremony at the Australian 
War Memorial were as moved as mine.  This year I was particularly mindful of our community’s 
connectedness, with a number of parents representing the Australian Defence Force.  Others have roles to 
play, through their professional capacities at the Australian War Memorial, in creating and managing events 
and exhibitions that commemorate Australia’s involvement in conflict.  
 
Ainslie School’s ANZAC commemoration will be held this Friday and I thank our School Captains for leading 
this special occasion. 
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Did you know that Ainslie’s ANZAC Statuette was presented to the school on ANZAC Day in 1939?  The 
sculpture was a gift from the North Canberra Branch of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of 
Australia. The plinth is made from timber from the deck of the HMAS Australia.   
 
Activity around the School 
Our school was a hive of activity during the break with contractors exploring and maintaining our buildings, 
grounds and gardens.  We were saddened by the necessary felling of one of our grand old trees, and 
responses from students, staff, and neighbours have been testament to the cultural and environmental 
significance of our gardens.   
Rest assured the conservation and preservation of our trees is of utmost importance in planning for the 
growth and development of our site, which includes the rejuvenation of our ovals.  We thank drivers for 
acknowledging management practices designed to keep these green spaces clear.  New habits will help with 
planning and development for irrigation and garden management. 
 
Staffing Update 
Late last term our Year 4 HT families learned that Vicky Harrington has accepted a position at Hawker Primary 
School. Her work there commences this term. We are excited for Vicky as she takes the next step along her 
professional pathway, and I know the Hawker team is looking forward to the skills and commitment she 
brings.   
 
Chantelle Stewart is excited to be returning to Ainslie following a period of parenting leave.  She is looking 
forward to introducing herself to families and working with Greg Taylor and our 4HT students for the 
remainder of the year. 
 
Students, families and staff have provided a warm welcome to our Japanese Teaching Assistant Keisuke 
Miura who arrived from his home town of Kumamoto during the holidays.  I know that Keisuke is looking 
forward to supporting teachers and students across the school in building our knowledge of Japanese 
language, and appreciation of his country’s people and their culture. 
If you would like to know more about the Language Teaching Assistant Program, or our Japanese program 
more generally, please don’t hesitate to contact Ainslie’s Japanese Language Specialist, Mel Cummins 
through the front office team, or by email melanie.cummins@ed.act.edu.au  
 
Term Planning 
Ainslie’s staff have embraced the challenge of enhancing literacy performance.  To do so, we are particularly 
mindful of the importance and power of engaging students in writing for genuine purposes and authentic 
audiences.  We have seen many examples of students bringing agency to create texts with impact, and look 
forward to sharing student progress through aspects of the Semester 1 reporting processes.  
 
The Australian Curriculum (www.acara) frames teacher planning, program delivery and student reporting at 
Ainslie.  In navigating this tool, our teachers seize opportunities that bring relevance and meaning to  learning 
experiences.  We know that learning can happen anywhere at any time, and make use of experiences that 
are unfolding in the community, within and beyond the school boundaries, wherever possible.  
 
The dynamic and interconnected themes of urban development, sustainable transport, and environmental 
conservation are significant and prevalent in our community, and concepts that are naturally shaping Term 
2 plans are community, continuity and change.  
 
We anticipate interesting input and action as our students develop their capacity to respond to challenges 
now and in the future, mindful of the responsibilities they share for environmental stewardship. 
 

mailto:mel.cummins@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.acara/
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All the best for the week ahead, 
 
Wendy Cave 
 
Before School Play 
Parents are reminded that there is minimal supervision at school prior to the start of the school day.  We 
know that some students arrive well ahead of time, and children are aware that if a problem emerges their 
first port of call is the front office.   
In the interests of keeping children safe before school, we ask that they walk their bikes and scooters when 
they arrive at the playground.  Our hopscotch and handball grids are great sources of entertainment at this 
time. 
 
Congratulations  
During recent weeks we saw examples of special effort from: 
 
Erin Lockton who made the national athletics team and will be travelling to Darwin for 100m, 200m and the 
high jump. 
 
Team Ainslie’ consisting of Mia C, Milly L, Zoe H and Chris F took out the 2019 Primary Schools Footy Relay 
race today at Ainslie Football Club and won $500 worth of sporting equipment for Ainslie School!  
 
 

 
Figure 1 Chris, Milly, Mia and Zoe with Harry 

The School Board  
 
The Ainslie School Board held its first meeting for the year this week. Janelle Jack and Clair Shute join as 
teacher representatives and Sarah Olesen joins Chris Price and myself as the parent representatives. School 
boards are responsible for the strategic direction of schools (as distinct from operational issues). They are a 
formal mechanism for parents, carers, staff and community representatives to participate in school decision 
making, including reviewing the budget and the implementation of school policies.  
 
The Board discussed the priorities it wishes to address for 2019. These include; reviewing and refining 
the policies and procedures of the school, monitoring and reviewing school performance based on available 
data, monitoring curriculum implementation strategy, supporting strategies that promote engagement with 
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the school community and reviewing its impact and approving the budget along with managing financial risk. 
Please feel free to get in touch if you have any questions. 
 
Sarah Reid, Chris Price, Sarah Olesen. 
 
 

 The Chief Ministers Reading Challenge 2019 is back! 
 

Term 2 in the ACT marks the beginning of the Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge.  The challenge is 
designed to help students discover the joy of reading and partake in an opportunity to win prizes for their 
school library. The Challenge is open to all ACT Schools for students from Preschool to Secondary  Schools 
across the ACT strongly support this initiative. 
 
Duration:  Preschool to Year 6 classes have been registered and the Challenge ends 13th September 2019. 
 
Meeting the Challenge:  Students are to read a total of 30 books.  All forms and instructions can be 
accessed through the following link:  
 
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/additional-
programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge/how-to-meet-the-challenge 
 
What to read?  There is no prescribed book list for the Challenge.  Students have a choice of 2 individual 
recording sheets available with this note and through the link in meeting the challenge. 
 
Reading Tips:  Helpful information on how to select a book and how to engage students in the Challenge is 
outlined via: 
 
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/additional-
programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge/reading-tips 
 
What’s next?  In Term 2 the school will be celebrating the Challenge during our Saturday Evening Reading 
Hour.  Remember to note Saturday 1 June in your family calendar. 
 
Information will be sent out to students this week. 
 
Oishii news 
 
The Oishii canteen has begun an incentive program to encourage students to return cutlery, bento boxes 
and cups to the canteen. The return of any item belonging to the canteen will earn a raffle ticket going in a 
fortnightly draw to win a $3 Oishii Canteen Voucher!  
Daily Special $8.50 for adults! A freshly made nutritious meal! Why not invite your family to visit the 
canteen for their lunch? Please order by 11am. 
Winter  Specials Menu  
Monday: Pumpkin soup with Sonoma sourdough bread  (vegetarian, gluten free available) 
Tuesday: Lasagna (vegetarian, gluten free) 
Wednesday: Dhal with raita and papadums (vegetarian, gluten free) 
Thursday: Butter chicken (gluten free) 
Friday: Vegetarian dumpling soup (contains gluten) 

• Please note the term 2 menu will be updated in coming days, watch this space! 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/additional-programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge/how-to-meet-the-challenge
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/additional-programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge/how-to-meet-the-challenge
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/additional-programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge/reading-tips
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/additional-programs/chief_ministers_reading_challenge/reading-tips
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At Oishii we value volunteering and we always welcome parents, grandparents, Aunties, 

Uncles to volunteer.  We thank you those who have been volunteering with us and support 

us. 

P&C Opportunity and Achievement Allowance 

Did you know that each year the P&C provides support to families by way of the Opportunity and 
Achievement Allowance?  

The purpose of this policy (attached) is to provide financial support to recognise current students 
representing the school in approved activities or enable current students to participate in a sporting, 
academic, cultural, community or artistic experience. 

This means that the P&C is able to offer a small allowance to families for students that attend selected 
representative sport, academic or artistic events that are held at the national or international level. 

It also means that the P&C is able to provide financial assistance to families to enable students to 
participate in sporting, academic or artistic experiences that they may not otherwise be able to attend. 

If you would like to apply for an Opportunity and Achievement allowance, please complete the attached 
form and return it to the P&C secretary (Mel - mel@meltin.net). 

Please note that all applications are confidential. 

 

 
 

Transport Canberra’s new public transport network will start on Monday 29 April 2019, offering one 
month of free travel. This will transform the way we move around our city and make Canberra 
better connected.  Routes and timetables will change with the introduction of light rail and more 
buses, more often, 7 days a week. 
To find out how Canberra’s network is changing or to plan your future trip using the TC Journey 
Planner visit www.transport.act.gov.au 
 

mailto:mel@meltin.net
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fact.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dad2b877b2aa8d0a6f295fcc87%26id%3D9aedb1f977%26e%3D10c39db34c&data=02%7C01%7C%7C46b1eae15fc54a36f1ea08d6b887a147%7Cb46c190803344236b978585ee88e4199%7C0%7C0%7C636899290004721383&sdata=S4wMGLC8W4lQD%2Fhbl8BoKVPAj5fYo8E3pjh255wQNfw%3D&reserved=0
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club will be starts at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  

Please bring quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

 

WEEK 2 

Monday 6th May: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 8th May – SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 9th May - 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 3 

Monday 13th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 16th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 4 

Monday 20th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 23rd May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 5 

Monday 27th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday – ZONE NORTH GUNGAHLIN CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 30th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 3rd June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 6th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 10th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 12th June – ACT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Thursday 13th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 8 

Monday 17th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 20th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 24th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 27th  June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Monday 1st July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 4th July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group. 
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Tennis anyone? After School and Saturday tennis lessons for kids and adults in 
Term 2 2019. 
  

The Braddon Tennis Club is conveniently located adjacent to Ainslie Primary School and tennis 
lessons are available in Term 2 2019 for kids and adults. Our lessons are very popular 
with Ainslie Primary School students and the Ainslie After School Program, with many kids 
enjoying our fun, skills based classes. The Term 2 program will commence from week 1, Monday 
29 April 2019 and will run for 10 weeks, the cost for 10 lessons is $175. Below and attached is our 
timetable: 

 Active Tennis Coaching – Braddon Tennis Club 

Timetable - Term 2: 29 April 2019 – 6 July 2019 

Group Classes Monday’s Wednesday’s Thursday’s Saturday’s 

Kids 3-5 year olds (Red 
Ball Stage) 

3:30-4:30pm     10-11am 

Kids 6-8 year olds 
(Orange Ball Stage) 

3:30-4:30pm     10-11am 

Kids 9 years & older 
(Green Ball Stage) 

  3:30-4:30pm Development 
Squad 

10-11am 

Adults 7-8pm 6-7pm 6:15-7:30pm 
(Social Comp) 

9-10am 

 

All bookings can be made online at www.ActiveTennisCoaching.com.au/book-online. 

 For further information please don’t hesitate to contact us. info@ActiveTennisCoaching.com.au 

http://www.activetenniscoaching.com.au/book-online
mailto:info@ActiveTennisCoaching.com.au

