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Ainslie School 
 

 
2019 Dates to Remember 

 
Wednesday 22 May  Year 5 Camp Cooba 
Friday 24 May  12:30 pm  NAIDOC Assembly  
 
Wednesday 29 May  North Gungahlin X Country 
Wednesday 29 May 5:00 – 6:00 Year 4 Art Exhibition in School Foyer 
Thursday 23 May 9:15am Yr 6 Legislative Assembly walk 
 
Monday 3 June  Kindy Botanical Gardens Excursion 
Monday 3 June  Year 5 Combined Band rehearsal  
Monday 3 June  9-9:30am Connected Community Conversation: Exploring Expectations of  
  Mathematics Programs 
Wednesday 5 June   World Environment Day   
Friday 7 June  12:30pm  Assembly Hosted by Year 5  
Friday 7 June  2:30-3pm  Connected Community Conversation: Exploring Expectations of  
  Mathematics Programs 
 
Wednesday 12 June  Master Plan committee conversation progressing the Heritage 
  Plan  

 
Coming Events 
Tuesday27 August  Limelight Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Daytime Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Evening Performance 
 

 
Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Saturday’s Federal Election brought many people to Ainslie School’s hall and beautiful grounds.  The weather 
was particularly kind to the band of helpers who prepared facilities, contributed donations and provided 
hospitality to voters and families.  Many thanks to the families and friends who supported our  
P&C’s fundraising and community building efforts on the day. 

Monday 20 May 2019 
Ainslie School 
Donaldson St 

Braddon 
ACT 2612 

Tel 6142 3060 
Fax 6142 3062 

 

 Board Chair Sarah Reid 0413 831 546 
 P&C President Damien Ellwood 0408 278 613 
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Public Education Week.  

Public Education Week carries significant meaning for all at Ainslie.   Since its foundation as the second school 
constructed by the Commonwealth in the national capital, our school has been an important place for learning and 
connecting members of its diverse community.  For more than 92 years, education professionals have brought 
commitment and skill to ensure that Ainslie’s young people experience education of the highest quality.  They have 
nurtured a culture of excellence, respect, and kindness along the way. 

While Ainslie’s students experience a sense of history each time they recite the school pledge, song and contemplation, 
the timelessness and relevance of the concepts they contain is immense. You’ll find the text attached below:  

School Pledge 
I shall pass through this world but once 
Any good deed, therefore, that I can do 
Or any kindness that I can show 
Let me do it now 
Let me not put it off nor neglect it 
for I shall not pass this way again 
Altiora Conde Templa 

 

Caring for our Treasures 
Students, families and staff of Ainslie are well aware of how special it is to learn in a site of heritage 
significance.  With the stunning architecture comes a collection of artefacts that has been gathered over 90 
years. 
 
Inquiring with conservators from heritage sites across Canberra is assisting me to learn and understand how 
to manage this special place. We are fortunate to have strong connections with experts in this field, including 
many parents.  Last year, a team of students honed their attention to detail and persistence as they inquired 
into archiving.  Guided by the expertise and experience of conservators, Kerryn Wagg and Melynda 
McDonald, the group commenced the sizeable task of preserving and caring for the things that are precious 
to Ainslie. 
 
Like all great inquiries, this exploration has become a springboard for more thought and action.  Parents 
have generously shared their expertise and passion for our school in preliminary Master Planning 
conversations.  As we place a spotlight on the preservation and functionality of the Goodwin Library, we 
thank Meetu Sharma, whose experience in planning for heritage conservation management is propelling this 
work.  
 
Playground Enhancement Project Update 
 
With irrigation and tree protection zone mapping underway around our ovals, improving our grounds 
continues to be an area of interest and activity at Ainslie.  Last week, it was a pleasure to explore some of 
the ideas Ainslie’s P&C has in mind for improving the aesthetic and functionality of the Yerra building’s 
outdoor space.   This thinking will be road tested against the original design intent of the Yerra building, with 
input from current staff and students. 
In other Grounds and Gardens news, Kindergarten J students were proud to learn that their research into 
tumbles on the gravel patch (and the letters of concern that followed), have had impact.  I know they will be 
excited about the proposal Christina Pilkington will bring to them soon. 
I thank our P&C for their significant work on these projects so far, and for graciously holding space to enable 
the learning potential of such authentic projects to be maximised.  Student voice and agency have a place of 
prominence at Ainslie School, and weaving rich opportunities that arise into the curriculum we systematically 
deliver requires creativity and conscious timing. Collaboration between students, staff and families is 
fundamental to futures focused education at Ainslie School, and an asset we value deeply. 
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Living in Harmony with Nature 
 
As seasons turn, we inevitably notice changes to plants and inhabitants of our school grounds.  Jo Maybury, 
our Facilities Manager, and Paul Wilcott, our Building Services Officer have recently responded to reports of 
mini beasts and spiders in various parts of our playground. 
Living in harmony with nature is important to us at Ainslie.  Co habiting a natural environment such as our 
playground requires a respect for birds, worms, insects, beetles, and spiders.  We remind students and 
visitors to our grounds to stand back, observe and report unusual creatures, rather than touching or playing 
with them. 
 
Reconciliation Day in our Neighbourhood 
 
Staff at Ainslie School share a strong commitment to cultural integrity. We know that schools play an 
important role in developing students’ citizenship and creating environments where each child and young 
person belongs.  Developing perspectives and understandings about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories and cultures is a feature of our curriculum.  
This Monday, 27 May, Canberra’s community will acknowledge Reconciliation Day through a public holiday.  
I know that many families will be to joining in the range of experiences at Glebe Park between 10:00am and 
2:00pm. 
 
Friday’s whole school assembly will set the scene for Reconciliation Day, and we hope you are able to join 
us at 12:15 as classes explore its relevance and importance to us.    
All the best for the week ahead, 
 
Wendy Cave 
This week we have seen examples of special effort from: 
 
Congratulations  
 
Sasha A  5M   1st CMRC records – Individual Student Reading Record   
Lily B  2L  2nd CMRC records – Individual Student Reading Record 
Hamish P  6MM  submitting online book reviews  
Mimi B 5M  Submitting online book reviews  
Grace D  4PR  Independently completely her Maths 
  

 
Housekeeping 

 
Voluntary Contributions  
Any contribution is welcome and if you wish to pay by instalments we are pleased to facilitate this for you. 
The annual voluntary family contributions set by the Ainslie School board is $90 for one student and $115 
for a family of two or more children attending the school. Parents and carers are able to contribute in any 
of the following three ways, two of which are tax deductible, the Ainslie School fund, the Goodwin Library 
and the Ainslie School Building Fund.  
 

Library News  
Please see the attachment on How to borrow E-books.   
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School Board Update 
 
The Ainslie School Board met last Tuesday and established its work program for the year. Three 
sub-committees have been established. The sub-committees address major parts of the school’s 
strategic plan and will engage in broad discussion before reporting regularly to the Board on 
progress. They are: 
  
1. Policy and practice around student wellbeing and safety (Clair Shute and Sarah Olesen) 
2. School performance around literacy and numeracy, including indicators of wellbeing (Janelle 
Jack and Iain Barr) 
3. Monitoring implementation of the Australian Curriculum (Chris Price and Sophie Bissell). 
  
We also reviewed the school’s budget, as we do at every meeting, and are pleased to report that 
the school is tracking well on this front. 
  
Feel free to drop me a line if you would like more information. 
Sarah Reid (reidsarah27@gmail.com), Chris Price, Sarah Olesen, Iain Barr (community 
representative) 
 

OISHII NEWS 

Election Day Cake Stall 

The P&C canteen committee would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who baked, helped sell or 

purchased the delicious treats from our Election Day cake stall.  

Through your donations and support we were able to raise an amazing $ 1581.70. These funds go directly 

into the operation of the canteen, making it possible to provide healthy food to the Ainslie school community 

five days a week.  

Reducing single use cutlery  

Our cutlery return incentive program has been very successful. Thank you to Ms Lawson for the great idea. 

Our cutlery is coming back to us much more reliably.  

Thank you to everyone for participating in this movement towards quitting plastic, together we can create 

a sustainable future! We are still short of cutlery as unfortunately changing habits is slow work and we 

suspect that large number of the donated spoons and forks we received ended up in the bin. 

Winter Daily Specials menu 

The colder weather deepens our delight in cooking! Have you enjoyed the smells of hot soups and baking 

coming out of the canteen? We welcome students, parents, and staff to enjoy our daily specials. Price: 

$6.20/student, $8.50/adult. 

Monday – Pumpkin soup with Sonoma sourdough bread (vegetarian, gluten free available. 

Tuesday - Vegetarian lasagne with warm salad (gluten free). 

Wednesday - Dhal with rice, raita and pappadums (vegetarian, gluten free)  

Thursday - Butter chicken with rice, raita, pappadums (gluten free). 

 Friday - Vegetarian dumpling soup (contains gluten). 
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DAILY SPECIALS 
MONDAY 
Pumpkin soup with Sonoma sourdough bread   

TUESDAY 
Lasagne served with salad   

WEDNESDAY 
Dhal with raita and papadums   

THURSDAY 
Butter chicken  

FRIDAY 
Vegetarian dumpling soup  

 

Student price $6.20  General price $8.50 
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Year Four Art Exhibition 

Report by Raahim.C 

 

Year 4 have been working very hard on an exhibition. It started out as an art project where 
students created an artwork or a model. When they were told there would be an exhibition It was 
mayhem. Everybody was talking about it and wondering what would happen. Now they have 
looked into it and created their own groups that help in their own way. The groups are: Event 
Planning - Art Exhibition; Curating; Catering; Journalists and a group working towards our next unit 
of work,the Event Planning - Museum and Transport. 
 

How They Made the Art 
All the Year 4s have been working so hard and like their finished products. What they did is they 
chose what they were going to make and wrote down what they needed on a sheet of paper. Next 
they got the materials and sorted themselves out,after that they started and after weeks of hard 
work everything was finished. They hope people will come and have a good time. 
 

What It’s Like To Be An Artist 
Being an artist is not easy. You have to work your head off to finish things, even though it feels 
good being an artist, it’s always giving you something to work on. I had to work while everyone 
was already doing the computer stuff cause it’s so hard to finish something on a set schedule. 
Being an artist also means working on stuff like exhibitions and showcases. Basically being an 
artist means triple the work. 
 
Art Exhibition Event Planning 

Report by Leon Sostaric 

 

The event planner-exhibition team is a group whose job is to organise all the artworks and the 
places where they will go at the exhibition. Yesterday, they were talking about a budget for all the 
items they need for the exhibition. They were also talking about discussing  with the catering group 
about their budget for the food, plates and utensils.  
 

They have also made sure that everything is set so everybody can do what they normally do like 
eat and look around without problems. For instance, security won't kick you out. 
 

Catering  
Report by Millie Nelson 

 

In the catering group they need to make the food. They also need to buy the food. They are a bit 
worried that people might not be able to eat some of their food because they have allergies. But 
they have decided on most things now. They think they are going to use finger food and have 
some savoury and most sweet. In the catering group, most of the team members are working well 
together. 
 

Event Planner- Museum and Transport 
Report by Elliot Dash Parker-Lacey 

The Event Planner - Museum team is organising for the Year 4 to go to the National Museum of 
Australia. They will go lots of times to do lots of exhibition learning.  
 

The first job is that they need to talk about getting a bus so that we have trips to the museum.In their 
art section we will eventually have some of our artworks hanging on those walls in the Museum.  

So far they working on risks of something bad happening at the exhibition. The team needs to talk 
about getting a bus that follows the route they have found. The permission notes are getting 
urgent. They have a little more planning to do before they are finished though 
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As you are probably aware, the month’s free travel period comes to an end on Sunday 26 

May 2019. With paid services starting next week on Monday May 27, students are being 

reminded to top up their MyWay cards or purchase tickets to avoid fines of up to $181 for 

travelling without a ticket. 

  

During the month’s free travel period, whilst drivers have encouraged all students to tap on 

and off, it has been brought to our attention that there are some students who are not. 

  

Tapping on and off is required by all customers travelling on light rail and buses, and also 

provides Transport Canberra with accurate  data to plan and review services in the future. 
  

Where can I get a 

MyWay card? 

A select number of newsagencies, post offices, and Access Canberra 

outlets. For the full list visit: https://www.transport.act.gov.au/tickets-

and-myway/get-myway/recharge-agents  

I’m a student, how 

much does it cost? 

A MyWay card is $2.50, and then you’ll need to top it up for travel. 

Concession: 

Tertiary: $1.61 

School student – school day: $1.22 

School student – non-school day: $1.61 

Weekday cap: $4.80 

Weekend/public holiday cap: $2.17 

I want to catch a bus 

and light rail – will it 

cost me two tickets?   

All MyWay fares include a free 90-minute transfer period so you can 

connect to a different bus or light rail service or commence your return 

journey using the same ticket within 90 minutes of purchase. Daily 

tickets are valid until midnight on the day of purchase. 

What if I forget to tap 

on/off? 

If you don’t tap on, you could be fined up to $181.  

If you don’t tap off after a trip, you’ll be charged a default fare. 

My balance is low, 

how do I recharge?  

You can instantly top up your card at a recharge agent, set up an autoload 

direct debit online, or top up at a ticket vending machine at all light rail 

platforms and major bus stations. 

  

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/tickets-and-myway/get-myway/recharge-agents
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/tickets-and-myway/get-myway/recharge-agents
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/tickets-and-myway/fares
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club will be starts at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  

Please bring quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

 

WEEK 2 

Monday 6th May: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 8th May – SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 9th May - 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 3 

Monday 13th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 16th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 4 

Monday 20th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 23rd May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 5 

Monday 27th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday – ZONE NORTH GUNGAHLIN CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 30th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 3rd June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 6th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 10th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 12th June – ACT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Thursday 13th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 8 

Monday 17th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 20th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 24th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 27th  June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Monday 1st July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 4th July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group. 
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