
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
What a spectacular week we had.  We thank our senior students for coordinating a day of celebration of children and the United Nations 
Declaration of their rights on its 30th Anniversary.  It was heart-warming to hear students reflect on how fortunate they are to have 
access to things so easily taken for granted in the inner north of Canberra, such as  food, water, shelter and education and the personal 
commitments many made to helping children across the world have access to them too.  (You’ll find an opinion piece on the UN Rights 
of the Child by Clair in Year 6 attached.) 
 
As we observe their engagement in experiences like this, I know that our capable and compassionate students will contribute in many 
ways to pursuits supporting human dignity in their journey through school and beyond.  The future is in good hands! 
 

CREATIVELY CONNECTING PEOPLE, PLACES AND PRIORITIES 
Last Wednesday’s celebration of the Rights of the Child also brought together Ainslie’s staff, School Board, P&C office bearers and a 
panel of professional advisors for a special event at CMAG. We valued the opportunity to showcase our partnership with CMAG 
whilst  exploring and making use of the beautiful resources the gallery holds. Seeing Ainslie School’s Young Nolan Project Exhibition in 
situ after touring the Nolan collection made us very proud.  
 
The evening provided an opportunity to share multiple perspectives on some business.  Our Executive team and Board members are 
currently examining fresh data sets to inform the school’s strategic plans and 2020 actions. The P&C has a keen interest in learning 
more about emerging educational approaches, particularly in relation to cultivating positive behaviours for learning.  
 
We know that children thrive when significant adults in their world collaborate.  Relationships based on trust, understanding and mutual 
respect support us in meeting our shared responsibility for the educational success of our children.  As their first teachers, parents know 
more about individual students than the education team ever will. What we bring, in turn, is expertise in learning theory, curriculum 
design and delivery and child development. As a UC Affiliate School we are ever strengthening our edge through research engagement. 
 
At Ainslie we are so fortunate to have high levels of expertise, with many parents wearing multiple hats. During the evening 
we  introduced some who are valued advisors given their multilayered identities, and thank Jodie Griffiths-Cook (Children and Young 
People Commissioner and Public Advocate), Diana Harris (Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth), and Kay Whitney-
Nash (Children’s Program Officer, CMAG) for donning their professional hats as panelists in discussion alongside our UC academic 
partners Emily Hills and Amber Piper.   
 
You will find a copy of the graphic that framed our discussion attached to this newsletter, and we thank those who were able to join us 
for sharing thoughts, questions and feedback.  The image you see is a continuing work in progress, and I trust the concepts it 
represents will support conversations as we build upon the positive learning culture students at Ainslie School enjoy.  
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2019 Dates to Remember 
 
Wednesday, 27 November Masterplan Community Conversation: Grounds (5.30—6.30pm) 
Thursday, 28 November Reid Preschool’s excursion to CMAG 
Friday, 29 November  Reid Preschool Transition Visit (9.30am—11am) 
       Yr 6 Strings CSO GG Proms Concert (5.30pm) 
Tuesday, 3 December  Baker Gardens transition visit (9.30—11am) 
Thursday, 5 December  Twilight Concert — more details to come 
Friday, 6 December   Year 2 Prep Choir @ Parliament House (1.30—2pm) 
Monday, 9 December  Ainslie Parents and Teachers Sustainability Group (3.30pm) 
Wednesday, 11 December Speech Day (11.30am—1pm) 



 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
 

Please let the Front Office know, as soon as 
possible, if your contact details change 

(home address and/or telephone numbers).  

From our Principal continued ... 

CARE OF OUR FACILITIES 
Just as it takes a village to raise a child, the care of our neighbourhood is a shared responsibility.  I thank Ainslie’s P&C for offering some 
of the perspectives our children relay as users of school facilities, during the general meeting on Thursday evening. 
 
Our Business Manager, Jo Maybury and Building Services Officer, Paul Wilcott take pride in their work as facilities managers at 
Ainslie.  As parents and children use the site at different times and in different ways throughout the week, you may notice something in 
need of repair, and we are always grateful for feedback.  Please don’t hesitate to report any unusual findings to our Administration team by 
phone (6142 3060) or email (ainslieschool@ed.act.edu.au). It has been said that a stitch in time saves nine! 
 
Should you happen to notice problems or unusual activity around the school site out of hours , our local police are always available to lend 
their support.  You can contact them on 13 14 44. 
 

MASTERPLAN COMMUNITY CONVERSATION 
Last week Meetu Sharma Saxina shared the progress of the heritage conservation management planning that is underway at the P&C 
General Meeting. This work is a significant element of the Masterplan approach for Ainslie, and we are enjoying learning about our school 
and the possibilities for modernisation of this site of heritage significance.  There is still time to contribute to the social value survey that 
will inform this process and the more returns we have the better the outcome will be. You can find the survey at: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5  and the link will remain open until midnight on Monday, 2 December 2019. 
 
Meetu is a regular attendee at Masterplan Community Conversations and we value her expertise immensely.  This week’s meeting will 
focus on our grounds. We are looking forward to building on a vision for enhancing the ovals in particular, and sharing some of the 
initiatives that are gaining momentum towards the rejuvenation of playing fields and courts. 
 
Families and friends are welcome to join us for this week’s conversation from 5:30-6:30pm in 6M’s classroom. 
 

2019 PLANNING 
Ainslie’s education team is well engaged in the careful consideration of arrangements that will support social and academic learning 
success for our students next year.  Please remember to contact the front office team if your family is moving from our community next 
year or if you are aware of others who may be joining us.   
 
While we await finalisation of 2020 staffing, preparations are underway for possible class structures.  We remind families that we welcome 
your contributions to the process of determining class placements. Please feel free to arrange a conversation through our school office 
team if you would like to share your thinking.  We value your support as partners in your child’s learning. 
 

MANAGING THERMAL COMFORT 
The summer season is well and truly here and with it comes health risks associated with high temperatures.  Teachers offered students 
timely reminders about the importance of staying cool and well hydrated last week. 
 
Given young children’s vulnerability to heat-related stress we also encouraged water play on the playground. Some impromptu interviews I 
shared with a sample of our learners on Friday afternoon suggested they are mindful and resourceful about staying cool at school. 
 
You’ll find a letter from ACT Health attached, containing interesting information about managing heat. It is particularly important that 
we watch for the indicators of dehydration and heat-stress in babies and young children in our care, which include fewer wet nappies, 
nausea, headaches, irritability and vomiting.  
 
Let’s hope the week ahead brings the shower or two weather forecasters are predicting! 
 
All the best for Week 7. 
 
Wendy 

Alejandro performing at 

Bandstravaganza last week. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5


 

 

CONGRATULATIONS ... 
 
… to Michael who has now graduated from swimming at 
Kingswim Majura Park. 

 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on land, traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also connected to this 
land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, teachers and children. Their elders 
past, present  and emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of sustaining the land that sustains our life in a week that has seen 
schools across Canberra celebrating environmental preservation.  
 

Gratitude for our volunteers who took care of operations while Clair and Ari had a rare trip out of the canteen together to attend 

the 2019 Actsmart School Awards. Oishii was honoured to be nominated for their 2019 sustainability award. Though the nomination was 
under Oishii, we wish to acknowledge that the work of sustainability is everyone’s responsibility and many, many people in our school are 
showing up for this responsibility in meaningful ways. Special acknowledgement to the other members of our party at the awards 
ceremony today. Lucia and Evelyn from Year 4 who are leaders in the Earth’s Helpers group and our wonderful Wendy Cave. We al l left 
inspired to learn from our fellow ACT schools who received well deserved excellence awards.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget breakfast! 
We know that evidence has shown that skipping breakfast is associated with poor concentration, alertness and problem solving. We can’t 
afford that! Right now Clair’s favourite breakfast is plain yogurt with muesli and fresh fruit. Ari’s favourite is boiled eggs on sourdough. 
When she’s running late in the morning she puts the egg on to boil before her shower and the toast on while she gets dressed! 

 

Many hands make light work 
Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. 
Whether it’s half an hour here or an hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to have a chat with Ari or Clair 
or drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 
... to the following students who will celebrate 
a birthday this week:  Milly, Bobby, Lachlan, 
Nikahla, Miri, Seva and Maxie. 

HERITAGE SURVEY 
Extension 

 
Please see the link below to the survey monkey below for 
the Heritage Survey. 
 
The survey has been extended and will now close 
midnight on Monday, 2 December 2019. 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5   

KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION SESSIONS 
 
Information sessions will be held in the Library on Tuesday, 
3 December at 5:00pm—6.30pm and Wednesday, 4 December at 
8:30am—9.30am. 

PLEASE WELCOME ... 
 
… Laila, a work experience student from Dickson 
College, who will be working with us across K—Year 4 
classes this week. 

mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZGS7GY5


 

 

CONGRATULATIONS … 
 
… to the following students who received awards at Assembly last week: 
Halifax, Bobby, Astrid, Mikkel, Benny, Clementine, Jordan, Jess, Asha, Orla, 
Jasper, Adam, Arthur, Veronica, Sam, Henry, Sienna, Aaron, Owen, Magnus, 
Sarah, Tabitha, Eva, Noah, Cylas, Sophia, Alexandra, Asher, Angus, Hannah, 
Ryan, Ned, Lyam, Adi, Olivia, Maxie, Joshua, Sofia and Oscar. 



 

 

P&C UPDATE 
 

P&C'S GENERAL MEETING (THURS 22 NOV) 
Each of the P&C businesses -  Oiishi Canteen, Out of School Hours Care and the Uniform Shop – reported they are going well. 
Highlights included plans for the Pancake Breakfast on 13 December and plans for OSHC care to be made available to preschool 
students next year (stay tuned). The P&C also launched its new website - https://ainsliepandc.com.au - with information about what it 
does and the services it provides the community. P&C contact details, policies and meeting records, Flexischools link, canteen menu, 
etc are now available in one place online. A huge thank you to Christina Pilkington for the fantastic job she has done putting the website 
together. 
 
We also discussed the outcomes from the fete. It was a great community event enjoyed by young and old. The financial results were 
however somewhat disappointing, with a little more than half the revenue of previous years and subsequently lower profits. (If you have 
not already done so, please put in your fete receipts.) 
 
Meetu Sharma Saxena gave an overview of her work to develop a Heritage Management Plan for our school. Meetu highlighted how 
Ainslie School and Ainslie Arts Centre was the first of a series of grand Canberra buildings. Planning is underway to maintain the 
school's functionality and historic treasures. 
 
Sarah Reid, Chair of the School Board provided a report to the community. This included improvements to voluntary contributions to the 
school and new board processes to investigate matters revealed by the behaviour management statistics in the Board's 2018 public 
report. 
 
Wendy gave an update on recent school activities. It included a written update that we will look to provide on our new website. Wendy 
highlighted the value of an event the School held the previous night to share the school's work on a positive learning culture and 
managing behaviour with school staff, Directorate staff, the Children and Young People's Commissioner, researchers, the School Board, 
and P&C office bearers. The school will be using feedback from the night to refine its work ahead of broader community consultation. 
The core of the information shared by the school was a diagram illustrating the connections between different components of the 
schools learning culture. Wendy indicated she has plans to provide the detail that sits under those components and to consult with the 
school community on this work, connected to its developing Positive Behaviour for Learning framework (https://
www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/positive-behaviour-for-learning). We look forward to participating in this consultation 
as it rolls out. 
 
P&C STUDENT PROJECT GRANT 
Last term KJ applied for a P&C Student Project Grant to assist them in purchasing 
hand and finger puppets. Rather than fill out the form, the children met with a P&C 
rep who made audio recordings of the children's grant application. This enabled the 
children to tell us in their own words why having puppets helps them understand and 
tell stories. In Kindergarten the children are engaging with books and storytelling and 
their engagement is enhanced by the use of story props and puppets to explore the 
stories they are reading. The variety of puppets also encourages co-operative play, 
so sets with multiple puppets were chosen, as well as a variety of animals from 
some of the kid’s favourite stories. The student grant was approved and the kids are 
very excited about using the puppets in class.   
 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Oishii Canteen’s ‘Say hello to Summer!’ Term 4 Pancake Breakfast will be held from 
7.45am on Friday, 13 December. Pancakes and hot chocolate - $2. Bacon and egg 
rolls - $5. Fresh fruit - gold coin donation. Coffee by Sly Fox (bring your keep cup). 
Donations of eggs and lemons will be gratefully received by the canteen. 
 
Damien Ellwood (damienbeth@tpg.com.au) 
Ainslie School Parents & Citizen's Association President | https://ainsliepandc.com.au  

AINSLIE PARENTS AND TEACHERS SUSTAINABILITY GROUP 
 
Ainslie parents and teachers got together to kick off the first meeting of the Ainslie Parents and Teachers 
Sustainability Group. We heard from Lis of ACTSmart who provided a raft of activities that the school can 
participate in to improve its culture of sustainability. We thought we would kick off our activities with an 
investigation into food waste. Want to find out more? Come along to the next meeting on Monday, 9 December 
at 3.30pm in the KCS classroom. Or email Jess at jessgreenmusic@gmail.com or Sarah at 
reidsarah27@gmail.com for more information. 

https://ainsliepandc.com.au
https://www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/positive-behaviour-for-learning
https://www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/positive-behaviour-for-learning
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
https://ainsliepandc.com.au
mailto:jessgreenmusic@gmail.com
mailto:reidsarah27@gmail.com


 

 

Community Notices 

SHELL PROM 
Canberra Symphony Orchestra presents family picnic 

concert on Government House lawns  
 

CSO Shell Prom 
Saturday 30 November, 6pm – 8pm 
Gates open 4.45pm* 
 
Lawns of Government House Dunrossil Drive, Yarralumla 
The Canberra Symphony Orchestra presents a program of 
musical theatre and film favourites for the Shell Prom picnic 
concert, from My Fair Lady to Frozen. Guest vocalists 
Simon Gleeson and Genevieve Kingsford join the orchestra 
onstage, under the baton of acclaimed conductor Geoffrey 
Castles. 
 
An annual favourite on Canberra’s musical calendar, the 
Shell Prom is an opportunity to enjoy a live orchestra in a 
relaxed, family friendly environment.  
 
Pack a picnic or grab dinner from the Lions Club sausage 
sizzle on the night.  
 
Tickets $20—$30. Group and family discounts available. 
Book online at cso.org.au/prom or call CSO Direct on 
6262 6772. 
*Please allow time for bags to be security checked 


