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Ainslie School 
 

 
2019 Dates to Remember 

 
19 March  Year 4 visit to CCAS at Gorman  
20-22 March   Year 6 camp  
20 March  5:30pm  Ainslie Masterplan Community Conversation in Goodwin Library  
20 March 7pm  P&C AGM – all welcome 
22 March 12.30pm Assembly – Hosted by Year 1 
25 March 9:00am Swimming Carnival Ribbons to be handed out at Morning Lines 
 
School photos are postponed until 2 MAY (next term) 

 
 
Dear Families and Friends, 

 

 

Student Agency and Leadership 

 

One of the principles that drive contemporary education in the ACT is that learners need to lead.  We know 

that students invest in learning and engage in school improvement with creativity and maturity when given a 

chance to contribute.  

At Ainslie School, student agency is flourishing and last week provided many examples, including 

• a celebration of Kindness, as Skye Whitney-Nash followed through with her election promise, bringing 

people together with activities on the playground. 

• the engagement of group of students in the community’s Climate Strike  

• navigating the ‘Requirements List ‘ for the Year 6 camp towards a win/win outcome 

Supporting young learners to make considered decisions with mindfulness of their impact on others is one of 

one of the most important and rewarding roles of an educator.  A child’s capacity to consider the interests, 

needs and feelings of interest groups matures with growth and experience.   We know that perspective and 

empathy are qualities of voices of influence and impact, and student driven pursuits help us to guide this 

sophisticated learning creatively and with authenticity.  

The commitment and energy that students bring to developing Ainslie as a dynamic place for communities 

and learning is so impressive! 

 

 

Monday 18 March 2019 
Ainslie School 
Donaldson St 

Braddon 
ACT 2612 

Tel 6142 3060 
Fax 6142 3062 

 

 Board Chair Sarah Reid 0413 831 546 
 P&C President Damien Ellwood 0408 278 613 
  

The Ainslie School Newsletter 

mailto:ainslieschool@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.ainslies.act.edu.au/
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Gifted Awareness Week 

 

This week, educators across Australia recognise Gifted Awareness Week, an initiative of the Australian 

Association for the Education of the Gifted and Talented (AAEGT).   At Ainslie, staff routinely engage in 

reflection, conversations and planning with families that promotes the identification, and support of gifted 

students.  Our commitment to personalised learning ensures the unique skills, needs and learning styles of all 

students remain in sharp focus. 

 

Ainslie’s Gifted and Talented Liaison Officer (GaTLO), Greg Taylor works with the School Psychologist, 

Executive Team, and Special Education Specialist, Steph Martin, to support our work in this area.  Ainslie’s 

Policy Implementation Guidelines for Gifted and Talented Education are attached. 

 

Further information about Gifted Awareness Week 2019 is available at http://www.aaegt.net.au  

 

It is timely to celebrate the talents of  Jamie Austin, Alex Baker, Rashmi Carruthers & Alenjandro Fisher 

who have been selected by audition for the ACT Instrumental Music Program’s Extension Ensembles in 

2019.  These students will be representing the ACT Public Education System’s outstanding musicians in 

ensembles that will perform at school, community and directorate events throughout the year.  Some groups 

also participate in interstate and overseas tours. 

Amelia Bobbin, Mia Cooper and Chris Frugtniet have been selected to the ACT Primary Concert Choir.   

We are very proud! 

 

 

Health and Safety at Ainslie 

 

We thank Ainslie School’s Office team and  Building Services Officer, Paul Wilcott, for ensuring our 

facilities look and feel as great as the people inside.  

We place a strong emphasis on ensuring our grounds and buildings are safe and well maintained.  Ainslie 

staff  are always on the lookout for potential problems, and repairs are made as quickly as possible.  Please 

remember to let the front office team know of any problems you may notice as you walk around our school.  

You may see things we grow used to through familiarity with our workplace. 

In the interests of health, safety and wellbeing, we are currently exploring possibilities  for improving the 

condition of our ovals.  We look forward to keeping you posted through our investigation and action towards 

rejuvenating these precious community resources. 

 

After School Routines 

End of day routines for our students involve parent/carer pick-ups, walking, riding, or catching buses home, 

attending After School Care, or a combination of any of these. The opening of the light rail system will soon 

play a part in the travel arrangements of some of our families.   

From time to time, a family’s after school routine may be interrupted unexpectedly and alternative 

arrangements are made. Generally, our students head to the front office if their routine is disrupted, and staff 

are able to assist by passing on a message or making a phone call to a parent or carer.   

Keeping your family’s emergency and after hours contact details up to date helps staff to reassure students at 

such times.  Having a conversation about your family’s back up plan is another way to help children feel 

secure. 

These conversations are reinforced in classrooms throughout the year during Protective Behaviours sessions, 

as we remind students that  

 

We all have the right to feel safe. 

 

The other key idea promoted through these sessions is: 

 

Nothing is so awful we can’t talk about it with someone. 

http://www.aaegt.net.au/


Page 3 
 

 

The networks of support students are able to identify reflects a strong and connected community at Ainslie.  

 

Staffing Update 

 

With the pending arrival of a new baby for her family, Faith Bentley has had to step aside from the Year 6 

Camp.  Steph Martin will be taking Faith’s place at The Tops, and Mr Taylor is looking forward to 

reconnecting with Steph’s Year 5 students from Wednesday to Friday this week.  

 

Harmony Week 

This week we join communities around Australia in reflection on diversity and inclusion. The 21 March 

marks the 20th anniversary of the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination.  

Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging, which are values we acknowledge and build 

upon each day at Ainslie.  We know that cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths and makes our 

school a great place to learn and grow. 

Harmony will be a focus of some class activities throughout the week, along with this Friday’s assembly.  

Our Year 1 hosts are encouraging students, staff, families and friends to wear the colour orange to show 

their support for cultural diversity and an inclusive Australia. 

Our Connected Community 

At Ainslie we recognise that learners experience success when families, school and the wider community 

work together.  Our students benefit from a long history of community partnerships, and we value the 

contribution of parents through School Board representation, involvement in the P&C, volunteering in 

classrooms and across the school, and lending expertise to curriculum design and delivery. 

We also benefit from the ideas and curiosities shared between staff and families each day, in the course of 

our daily business.  The conversations we share have been the impetus for the series of Connected 

Community Conversations we will be hosting this year.   

Our conversations have been framed around questions that families ask,  and to maximise engagement we 

are offering multiple opportunities each fortnight 

9 – 9:30am Mondays 

2:30 – 3:00pm Fridays 

 

Next week’s conversations will focus on the Preschool to Kindergarten transition experience in 2019.  In 

week 10, we will be exploring ways to support your child with reading.   Please watch the Altiora and the 

Facebook page for details of Term 2 sessions. 

 

All the best for the week ahead, 

Wendy Cave 
☺  
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This week we have seen examples of special effort from: 

 
Julian – 3C  for his mathematics  

 
Congratulations To: 

 
Gabi Dahms who was recognised as Sportsperson of the Year at the ACT School Sports Excellence awards 

last week.  Staff and students of Ainslie recognise Gabi, who completed Year 6 last year, as a worthy 

recipient!   

 
Erin Lockton attended the ACT Athletics Championships on the   

weekend. Erin put in an outstanding effort to achieve Silver in the 

200m, Bronze in the 100m and Bronze in High Jump.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LIBRARY 

Have you seen our new Library Entrance?  It was designed by Stephen James and Annette 
Medhurst.  Feedback is most welcome! 

FUN FACT 
All the Library bags on the noticeboards are share bags for students to use when they forget 

their own.  More can be found in the Library 
LIBRARY OPENING TIMES: 

8:40AM – 8:55AM 
 

 
 
 

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CREATIVE IN RESIDENCE 

 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
Join creative-in-residence Naomi Zouwer for 1.5 hours of drawing around the school grounds on 
Friday Week 9 at 9.15. Meet at 'the studio'.  If you are interested, please email 
naomi@thecreativepractise.com to reserve your place. 
 

All materials provided and all levels of drawing experience welcome. 
 
 

mailto:naomi@thecreativepractise.com
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Farewell to Ifu 
Last Thursday Ainslie School farewelled our Japanese Assistant Ifu.  Ifu has joined our children in the 

classroom helping with Japanese language and culture over the last 11 months.  We thank Ifu and wish all 

the best in his future teaching career, 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Housekeeping 
 
Managing Student Attendance  
Please remember to communicate with us when your child is absent. We ask parents to make 
contact with the school’s office team by phone or email on the day of the absence. 
 
 
Late Passes  
If your child is running late in the morning, please remind them to check in at the front office for a 
late slip before going to class. 
 
 

 

 

 

Important Notice 

 

School photos have been postponed until 2 May 2019  

(Thursday week 1 of Term 2) 
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Notes to be returned 
 

❖ Year 6 Camp Note  

❖ Year 6 T-shirts  

❖ Year 1 excursion to St John’s Schoolhouse  

 
 
 
 
 

 



Page 7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 8 
 

 
AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Now that the Ainslie school swimming carnival has finished, it’s time start thinking about some running 

training. Running Club is starting a little earlier this year to allow athletes some time to prepare for the 

upcoming ACT Track & Field selection trials on March 20th and March 26th. Running Club coaches are 

Colin Reid (father of Hannah and Lily) and Craig Honeybrook (father of Zoe). 

 

https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/Trial/Index/299 

 

Please note that you must enter by March 15th for the Selection trails by going to the ACT School Sports 

website. 

 

Also note the following dates for cross country running in 2019: 

Early May (TBC): Ainslie School cross country 

29/5/19: North/Gungahlin region 

12/6/19: ACT Championships 

 

Running Club will be start at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated. Please bring 

quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

WEEK 6  

Tuesday 12th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Thursday 14th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 18th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Wednesday 20th March - ACT Track & Field Selection Trials (Woden) 

Thursday 21st March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Friday 22nd March afternoon session – Reid Oval after year 6 camp TBC 

 

WEEK 8 

Tuesday 26th March – ACT Track & Field Selection Trials (Woden) 

Thursday 28th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 1st April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Thursday 4th April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Tuesday 9th April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Thursday 11th April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group. 

https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/Trial/Index/299
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School travel and safety survey  
Transport Canberra and City Services has engaged First Person 

Consulting to conduct research into parents’ attitudes to their children's 

active travel to and from schools. Part of this is investigating the role that 

crossing supervisors have in improving safety around schools, and 

the extent to which parent’s attitudes to children travelling actively 

change as a result. 

You may have completed a similar survey last year, this is the final survey as part 

of the evaluation to gauge parent perceptions about safety around schools.  

To complete the survey please click here, or copy and paste the following link 

into your browser: 

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing- Supervisor-Survey-

Control-Feb19 

The survey should take about five minutes. The survey will not collect any identifiable information, 

and all responses will be kept confidential. 

 

Thank you in advance for your time in completing this survey. If you have any questions, please contact the 

TCCS Schools Program. 

  

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
mailto:TCCS.Activetravel@act.gov.au


Page 10 
 

Japanese Language Assistant – Host Families Needed 

In terms 2-4 this year, Ainslie School will be hosting a volunteer Japanese Language Teacher’s Assistant 
(JTA).  We are looking forward to having Keisuke Miura, who enjoys watching movies, travel and sports, 
particularly soccer, tennis and table tennis. Keisuke is a student of Kagoshima University in southern Japan.  
During his stay he will be assisting in the Japanese language classes at Ainslie while also improving his 
English skills through interaction with our community. 

For this program to succeed we rely on Keisuke to stay with families in the school community.  He will pay a 
contribution towards food and board of $170 a week to his host.  This program is well established in ACT 
schools and is of great benefit to both the Japanese program and to the families who become involved.  We 
find the families really enjoy this experience as it allows them to expand their knowledge and 
understanding of Japan.  This is an ideal way to encourage your children to engage with the Japanese 
language and make lifelong friends. 

We are seeking expressions of interest from families who would be willing to host Keisuke for a period of 
6-10 weeks (eight weeks is ideal) during Terms 2 – 4. He will require his own bedroom but is happy to share 
a bathroom.  

If you are able to assist or would like more information, please return the slip below to the front office and 
we will get in contact with you shortly.  This program relies heavily on the support and hospitality of the 
school community and your generosity is greatly appreciated.   

If you are unable to host for a longer term but are interested in offering weekend stays, emergency back up 
or the occasional social activity, please return the form below.  If you require any further information 
please do not hesitate to contact me on Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au 

Kind regards,  
Mel Cummins 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

JAPANESE LANGUAGE ASSISTANT – OFFER TO HOST or SUPPORT 

Name  Phone   

Children at school  Class/es  

Please tick 

1. We would be interested in hosting (please circle) 
- For a period of  6  8  10  weeks  

- In term   2 3 4 

2. We would like to offer other support by   

 

mailto:Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au
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P&C Opportunity and Achievement Allowance 

Did you know that each year the P&C provides support to families by way of the Opportunity and 
Achievement Allowance?  

The purpose of this policy (attached) is to provide financial support to recognise current students 
representing the school in approved activities or enable current students to participate in a sporting, 
academic, cultural, community or artistic experience. 

This means that the P&C is able to offer a small allowance to families for students that attend selected 
representative sport, academic or artistic events that are held at the national or international level. 

It also means that the P&C is able to provide financial assistance to families to enable students to 
participate in sporting, academic or artistic experiences that they may not otherwise be able to attend. 

If you would like to apply for an Opportunity and Achievement allowance, please complete the attached 
form and return it to the P&C secretary (Mel - mel@meltin.net). 

lease note that all applications are confidential. 

 

 

  

mailto:mel@meltin.net
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P&C AGM 

Wednesday 20th March, 7pm 

Ainslie School Library 

All welcome! 

 
Please join us for the P&C Annual General Meeting! 

Hear about what we did last year, what we would like to do this year 

and elect a new committee. 

 

Please note that all committee positions are declared vacant so if you are 

interested in nominating for a position, please contact Mel 

(mel@meltin.net) or Damien (damienbeth@tpg.com.au). 

 

Available positions are: 

President 

Vice President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

 

Canteen convenor 

Afters convenor 

 

Uniform shop co-ordinator 

Events co-ordinator 

Outdoor grounds co-ordinator 

 

And general committee members 

 
 


