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Ainslie School 
 

 
2019 Dates to Remember 

 
Wednesday 29 May  North Gungahlin X Country 
Wednesday 29 May  5:00 – 6:00pm Year 4 Art Exhibition in School Entry Hall  
Thursday 23 May  9:15am Yr 6 Legislative Assembly walk 
Saturday 1 June  6-7pm  Reading Hour in the Goodwin Library  
 
Monday 3 June  Kindy Botanical Gardens Excursion 
Monday 3 June  Year 5 Combined Band rehearsal  
Monday 3 June  9-9:30am Connected Community Conversation: Exploring Expectations of  
  Mathematics Programs 
Wednesday 5 June   World Environment Day   
Friday 7 June  12:30pm  Assembly Hosted by Year 5  
Friday 7 June  2:30-3pm  Connected Community Conversation: Exploring Expectations of  
  Mathematics Programs 
 
Monday 10 June   Queens Birthday Holiday  
Wednesday 12 June  Master Plan committee conversation: Progress on the Heritage 
  Plan. 
Coming Events 
Tuesday27 August  Limelight Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Daytime Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Evening Performance 
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
How special it was to acknowledge Public Education Week at Ainslie School this year.  During the week, we 
reflected on the achievements of ACT public schools, teachers, staff, students and the many community 
members who help learning to flourish. I believe that relationships and diversity are the foundation of our 
system and recognise the privilege it is to lead a committed team of educators and work alongside a 
community intent on making a difference to the lives of young people. Each week, our families and staff 
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work together in many ways that bring our school vision to reality.  We support one another to build 
community and experience excellence in many forms, and we enable students to do the same.   
Above all, we offer the children of our community an environment to learn, play, grow and develop the skills 
to contribute to a society that values human dignity and environmental responsibility.  Together we build 
ever higher temples.  Altiora Conde Templa. 
 
Reconciliation Day in our Neighbourhood 
Yesterday’s public holiday brought many members of the Ainslie community together in Glebe Park to 
acknowledge, develop perspectives and build understandings about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories and cultures.  
We thank our Brolgas and friends for leading last Friday’s assembly.   Ainslie’s autumn playground provided 
a perfect setting for sharing what reconciliation means to us. 
 
Campbell High School Connections 
Each year our connection with Campbell High School evolves in such positive ways.  Ainslie students enjoy 
continuing connections with older students who have transitioned to high school through the support they 
offer in literacy, cultural integrity and sports events. Work Experience at Ainslie School is a valued element 
of the enrichment programs offered by high schools across the territory.  We also enjoy the responsive, 
flexible, and just in time support that is enabled by our close proximity to Campbell High School.  As part of 
our extended public school community, Campbell High School students are always welcome in our 
classrooms. 
While our students and staff benefit from the support that these students offer, Campbell’s students also 
benefit immensely from applying their knowledge, skills and leadership dispositions in authentic contexts.  
We enjoy crafting learning opportunities and observing and monitoring outcomes in collaboration with our 
secondary colleagues. 
In the coming weeks, we look forward to expanding knowledge and relationships between Ainslie families 
and Campbell High School staff through our Connected Communities conversation series.  Principal 
Steve Collins is looking forward to ‘busting myths’ about high school with parents in Week 8.  I know you’ll 
enjoy his company and insight. 
 
Learners that Lead 
Increasingly students at Ainslie are taking the lead in supporting the continuous improvement of our school.   
Last week, students in our Year 6 classes visited the Legislative Assembly, where their curiosity and 
confidence enabled a rich exploration of this important place in Canberra.  We thank Joanne Cullen of the 
Legislative Assembly’s visitors team for designing this visit, and others that will follow, with us.  We look 
forward to watching the impact of this experience as the senior team’s guided inquiry into communities and 
leadership unfolds.    
 
Year 4 Art Exhibition 
Situating learning in authentic contexts and connecting students with experts is central to the design of 
learning at Ainslie. The outcomes that emerge are powerful and long lasting. 
This week, Ainslie’s year 4 students will be showcasing their learning from an inquiry into sustainability, using 
visual arts as a medium. What is every bit as impressive as the artwork they have produced is their 
collaborative effort in the creation of the exhibition they will be opening on Wednesday at 4:30pm.  
Throughout the term, literacy, numeracy, critical thinking, personal and social capability, ethical 
understanding and intercultural understanding have been drawn upon and extended by student teams 
responsible for  

• Planning visits to the National Museum of Australia and the Gorman Arts Centre 

• Curating the exhibition 

• Catering and Hospitality  

• Promotion  
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We thank Naomi Zouwer, Ainslie’s Creative in Residence whose connections with other local artists and 
institutions has added rigour and authenticity to this enterprise.  Input from Oishii’s Ari and Clair, as wholistic 
wellbeing specialists, has been similarly rich and significant. 
We look forward to seeing our Year 4 families and invited guests this Wednesday evening at the launch of 
4Sustainability.  The exhibition will be on show in the school’s entry hall throughout June. 
 

Camp Cooba 

It was wonderful to spend a night and early morning with our Year 5 students at Camp Cooba last week.  The 
staff, facilities and environment supported some impressive learning and achievements.  Teamwork, 
collaboration and initiative were on show in abundance, throughout the range of physical and social 
experiences our students were part of.  The images attached to this newsletter provide a little insight into 
the breadth of experiences our campers enjoyed.    
 

We thank Greg Taylor, Steph Martin and Alison Heald for contributing their wisdom, experience and deep 
knowledge of our learners during, and in the lead up to the camp.   Outstanding education doesn’t happen 
by accident, and our students are so fortunate! 
 

Shared Class Arrangements:  When teachers are away 
From time to time, alternative arrangements are made for the supervision of classes at Ainslie.  This occurs 
for a range of reasons, typically, when teachers are unwell, caring for family members, or engaging in 
professional learning.  Where feasible and pending availability, a ‘casual’ or ‘relief’ teacher is employed to 
cover the teacher’s duties when such needs arise.    
 
At other times, students spend time in classes across the school.  Typically, teachers identify a small number 
of students who are allocated to a ‘shared class’ with which they gain increasing familiarity. The practice of 
sharing classes promotes relationships and continuity of learning, as teachers bring familiarity with the 
routines and programs of their teams and colleagues.  We value the opportunity it provides for teachers and 
students to build and strengthen relationships across the school. 
 
The enthusiasm of students setting off to shared classes is evidence of the inclusive approach of our 
education team and the capacity of our learners to manage change. 
 

All the best for the week ahead, 
 
Wendy Cave 
☺ 
This week we have seen examples of special effort from 
Best Wishes  

 to Ainslie School’s Cross Country running stars who will be representing us with pride at the 
North Canberra/Gungahlin District Carnival at Stromlo Forest on Wednesday.  We wish you 
luck!  

 
Reminder to Families: Photographing and Recording School Activities 

 We thank parents and friends for respecting the privacy of students and families at community 
events, by keeping the focus of your camera on your own child.   
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Housekeeping 

 
Voluntary Contributions  
Any contribution is welcome and if you wish to pay by instalments we are pleased to facilitate this for you. 
The annual voluntary family contributions set by the Ainslie School board is $90 for one student and $115 
for a family of two or more children attending the school. Parents and carers are able to contribute in any 
of the following three ways, two of which are tax deductible, the Ainslie School fund, the Goodwin Library 
and the Ainslie School Building Fund.  
 
 

 

Library News  

It’s Here!! Don’t forget … 
 

Reading Hour in the Library on Saturday night 6-7pm. 
All welcome. 

Come and check out what’s new and improved 
 

 

Sports News 
 

If your child is interested in participating in any of the following gala days, Soccer, Hockey 
and Basketball, please contact Mel Cummins (Sensei) by email as soon as possible. 
Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au 
 
These gala days are replacing the previous ACT carnivals, where students in the past, would 
have trialled for a North Gungahlin team.   Please be aware that even though your child will 
be representing Ainslie School, it is the parents responsibility for getting their child to and 
from the event. Please also note, that there may or may not be an Ainslie teacher in 
attendance as there are allocated teachers from various schools that take on the supervising 
teacher role on the day. The cost of each event varies, up to approximately $10 per 
registration.  
 

Finally, there is a limit on the number of teams that can be registered so please ensure you 
contact Mel Cummins as soon as possible, if your child is interested in attending. 
 

Soccer  
Ainslie has already registered two teams, one year 5/6 boy and one year 5/6 girl team for “5 
a-side Soccer”.  We will take up to 16 students on the 18th of June. Students who wish to 
participate need to contact Mel Cummins by Friday 31 May positions will be filled on first 
come basis.  Please note: once all the positions are filled we cannot accept any further 
students.   More information is detailed below on the flyer.  Further information will be sent 
to those students participating. The cost of this activity will be determined by the number of 
players on the day.  

mailto:Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au
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Basketball  
The Sue Geh and Jamie Pearlman Cup registrations are now open. The competitions are the primary school 
basketball competitions run by Basketball ACT. There will be a Championship and Challenge Division in 
each age group. 
 
The winner and runner up of each competition will advance to the Finals days which will be on 4 
September 2019. 
 
What Primary Schools Basketball Competition 
When – 3/4 Sue Geh North – 6 August 2019 

– 3/4 Sue Geh South – 30 July 2019 

– 3/4 Jamie Pearlman North – 31 July 2019 
– 3/4 Jamie Pearlman South – 14 August 2019 

– 5/6 Sue Geh North – 13 August 2019 
– 5/6 Sue Geh South – 7 August 2019 

– 5/6 Jamie Pearlman North – 8 August 2019 
– 5/6 Jamie Pearlman South – 1 August 2019 

– Finals – 4 September 2019 

Cost $230 per team 
Where North competitions and Finals will be played at Belconnen Basketball 

Stadium 
South competitions will be played at Tuggeranong Southern Cross 
Stadium 

Register Please follow this link and inform Mel Cummins of your registration 
 
http://www.basketballact.com.au/sue-geh-jamie-pearlman-cup-2019/  

 

 

 

http://www.basketballact.com.au/sue-geh-jamie-pearlman-cup-2019/
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Hockey 

Hockey ACT SSACT J-Ball Gala Day 
Primary Schools 

 
WHEN 

Tuesday June 18, 2019 | 9am to 3pm 
First game starts at 9.20am | Last game finishes at 2.40pm 

 
WHERE 

Carter Field - National Hockey Centre, Lyneham ACT 2602 
 

CARNIVAL DAY 
Round Robin J-Ball Carnival  

Participation based - No competition structure, no finals or winners 
30min game times (10min thirds with 2 min rest in between) 

 
WHAT IS J-BALL? 

J-Ball is an exciting social format of hockey developed by Hockey Victoria. It is designed for anyone aged 10 
and over. No hockey skills required! 

 
TEAMS  

6-a-side on field, 10 players max per team | Grades 5 & 6 only (Ages 10 & up) 
Teams can be mixed gender, and players can join from other schools if availability/interest is low. 

Targeted at players who would like to try something new and interested in learning hockey. 
 

EQUIPMENT 
All playing equipment (sticks, balls, field markers and goals) will be provided by Hockey ACT. 

Players will be required to have a team uniform (exercise, loose-fitting clothing recommended). For safety, 
players will be expected to wear mouthguards and shin-pads during gameplay. 

 
 

Our focus for the days is learning/developing skills, having fun and making new friends! There are no pre-
requisites to play.   
 
*Please Note: We have the capability to host a maximum 16 teams for the day. There is no cost to be 
involved, but priority will be given to those who register first. Registrations are due EOP Wednesday 
June 5th, 2019. (If the day is successful, Hockey ACT may look to hold additional days throughout the year, 
to provide opportunities for teams/schools that miss out.) 
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club will be starts at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  

Please bring quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

 

WEEK 2 

Monday 6th May: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 8th May – SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 9th May - 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 3 

Monday 13th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 16th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 4 

Monday 20th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 23rd May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 5 

Monday 27th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday – ZONE NORTH GUNGAHLIN CROSS COUNTRY RACE 

Thursday 30th May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 3rd June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 6th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 10th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 12th June – ACT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Thursday 13th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 8 

Monday 17th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 20th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 24th June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 27th  June 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Monday 1st July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 4th July 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group.  
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OISHII NEWS 

Reducing single use cutlery  

Our cutlery return incentive program has been very successful. Thank you to Ms Lawson for the great idea. 

Our cutlery is coming back to us much more reliably.  

Thank you to everyone for participating in this movement towards quitting plastic, together we can create 

a sustainable future! We are still short of cutlery as unfortunately changing habits is slow work and we 

suspect that large number of the donated spoons and forks we received ended up in the bin. 

 

Winter Daily Specials menu 

The colder weather deepens our delight in cooking! Have you enjoyed the smells of hot soups and baking 

coming out of the canteen? We welcome students, parents, and staff to enjoy our daily specials. Price: 

$6.20/student, $8.50/adult. 

Monday – Pumpkin soup with Sonoma sourdough bread (vegetarian, gluten free available. 

Tuesday - Vegetarian lasagne with warm salad (gluten free). 

Wednesday - Dhal with rice, raita and pappadums (vegetarian, gluten free)  

Thursday - Butter chicken with rice, raita, pappadums (gluten free). 

 Friday - Vegetarian dumpling soup (contains gluten). 

 

 

 
 

Ainslie School Website Feedback 

We would like to gather feedback from you about our school website. Please 

answer the following questions and return them to the box in the Front Office or to 

sophie.bissell@ed.act.edu.au 

 

Survey Questions 

How often do you view the Ainslie School website? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you find it useful and is it easy to navigate? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How could we improve the website?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please leave your name and contact information below if you are happy to be 

contacted to discuss your responses further. 

Name:___________________________      Ph/Email:_____________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sophie.bissell@ed.act.edu.au
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Winter Junior Tennis Coaching @ South & North Canberra Tennis Clubs 

 - Qualified Tennis Australia Coaches 
 - Free tennis racquet for new players 

 - Trial lesson available 

 

July School Holiday Camps  @ Old Parliament House Tennis Club 

 - July 8th - 10th (Week 1) & July 17th - 19th (Week 2) 
 - All ages & abilities  
 - Morning, half-day & full-day options 
 

Contact: www.tenniscanberra.com.au | 0416 186 121 | play@tenniscanberra.com.au 

 

 
 

http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/
mailto:play@tenniscanberra.com.au

