
 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
How nice it was to return to Ainslie School this morning. I thank Kirk Zwangobani and Steve Collins for stepping in to ensure 
our people, places and programs flowed during Week 7.  As leaders of our neighbouring secondary schools, Kirk and Steve 
brought interest and fresh perspectives to their visits and I look forward to connecting with them to capture their reflections 
through the week.  I have no doubt the insights they have taken from the experience will assist us to sharpen our continuous 
improvement focus and strengthen the seamless transitions we aim to provide for Ainslie’s young people and their families. 
 

CONNECTING WITH AUSTRALIA’S PRINCIPALS 
Sophie Bissell and I were privileged to be amongst the delegation of  ACT Principals at the Australian Primary Principals 
Association Conference in Adelaide, Leading the Way:  Collaboration, Connection and Community.  As the conference theme 
implied, Ainslie School’s values and areas of interest were well aligned with those of educators, researchers and policy 
makers we met. It was particularly affirming to listen to leaders from the fields of paediatric nutrition and neuroscience, who 
made connections between the cognitive, physical and emotional dimensions of learning.  

 

 
 
 

Canberra based neuromusical researcher Dr Anita Collins was amongst the 
line up of notable presenters.  As her research continues to build connections 
between music learning and overall cognitive capacity,  we are so very 
fortunate to have Anita amongst Ainslie’s network of curriculum advisors.  
 
We explored the influence of increasing globalisation, the impact of 
technology, and the importance of developing critical thinking, creativity and 
empathy.  Considering the role of education today, we recognised the 
challenge and responsibility schools have to support children learning to 
thrive in a transforming world. Connectedness and collaboration between 
home and school are key to the playful and sophisticated education services 
we deliver. 
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The Ainslie School Newsletter 

2019 Dates to Remember 
 

Tuesday, 10 September   ACT Athletics Carnival @ the AIS (selected students) 
        Years 5 & 6 Embassy of Japan Excursion 9.30am 
        Board Meeting @ 5.30pm 
Wednesday, 11 September  UNSW ICAS – Spelling 
        Masterplan Community Conversation @ 5.30pm 
Thursday, 12 September  P&C GM @ 6.30pm 
Friday, 13 September   Assembly @ 12.30pm (hosted by Kindergarten) 
        Chief Ministers Reading Challenge ends 
Monday, 16 September   UNSW ICAS - English 
Wednesday, 18 September  UNSW ICAS - Mathematics 
        P&C Book Fair 
        The Great Debate @ 5.30pm (Library) 
Thursday, 19 September  Floriade (whole school) 
Friday, 20 September   P&C Pancake Breakfast @ 7.45am 



 

 

BEST OF LUCK ... 
 
… to Erin L, Zoe H, Chloe H, Rashmi C, Aaron G, Alejandro F, 
Carlo C, Alex B, Milly L, Mia C and Charlie R who are 
competing at the ACT Athletics Carnival tomorrow at the AIS. 

PLEASE WELCOME … 
 
… Jaylan Parcell who commenced in 3C today. 

From our Principal 

continued ... 

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY 
Literacy is amongst the professional passions of teachers at 
Ainslie and each year, on 8 September we acknowledge 
International Literacy Day.  Ainslie School benefits from 
membership of the Australian Literacy Educators Association 
http://www.alea.edu.au and contributes to learning and sharing 
with this professional community.  Amongst ALEA’s ILD traditions 
is its donation of books to new babies in hospitals across 
Canberra.  This activity recognises the importance of parents as 
first teachers and promotes the many benefits of reading to 
children from birth.  
 
Every day our students engage with rich and diverse literature at 
school and interact with texts across a variety of modes.  21st 
Century reading involves making meaning from written, spoken 
and visual texts and combinations of all three. While the 
environment we inhabit is saturated with text in print and digital 
media, the benefits of reading with and to children are immense. 
Through sharing quality literature, children naturally acquire 
vocabulary and understanding about the way language works. 
Even more importantly, they build connections and empathy with 
the people they are reading with and about. They learn much 
about the way the world works and how people navigate 
experiences that life throws their way.   
 
We remind families that reading to children, viewing with them and 
reflecting on stories - in English and other first languages -  is 
important throughout their school experience. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact your child’s teacher if you would like guidance 
on finding great books to share. 
 

MASTERPLAN UPDATE 
This Wednesday afternoon from 5:30—6:30pm the community 
conversation about Ainslie’s Masterplan continues. The agenda 
will include an update on the activity surrounding the Heritage 
Management Plan and Andrew Crichton from Transport Canberra 
and City Services will be joining Chris Jacobi, staff and interested 
community members to explore the impact of development of the 
school and neighbourhood on our surrounding streets.  We look 
forward to picking up on the research findings of students in 2018 
and progressing the work of traffic management in the interests of 
student safety and active streets at Ainslie. 
 

TRANSITIONS 
It is often said that change is the only constant and this is certainly 
the case in schools.  The learning opportunities that our teachers 
plan and guide support students in building the social and 
emotional skills to navigate change, as we support their 
development as self and social managers. 
 
Preliminary planning is underway for a range of experiences that 
students across the school will experience to enable them to 
navigate changes to teachers and learning settings in 
2020.  While transitions of our Year 6 students to high school and 
our Preschoolers to Kindergarten classes draw a particular focus, 
we know that a shift to a new class and teacher is equally as 
significant at any point in the education journey.  Term 4 will bring 
opportunities for families to support our children through this 
process of change.  

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

CHIEF MINISTER’S READING 
CHALLENGE 2019 
A quick reminder that the Challenge is 
coming to an end!  Please ensure that 
your completed forms are returned by 
3pm on Friday, 13 September 2019 
  
All completed forms can be returned to 
the library, your teacher or the front 
office. Whole school participation 
rewards us with books for the library.  
 

SCHOOL BOOK FAIR 
Thank you again for your wonderful participation in our 2019 book 
fair. Books that were ordered have been received and given to 
those students. Please don’t hesitate to contact the school office 
if you have any questions regarding your order.  We look forward 
to your participation to next year! 

This year’s Preschool/Kindergarten transition planning is once 
again shaping up to be an interesting collaboration between staff, 
families and students. The Early Years team will be at the helm 
of this work.  If you have thoughts to share and would like to 
engage, please don’t hesitate to contact Sophie Bissell through 
the front office team, or your child’s teacher. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO … 
 

 Mattie S, Hamish S & Oly A (8/9) 

 Gabriele G & Zarfsha B (9/9) 

 Zoe A (13/9) 

 Rikki C, Irene L & Louis J (14/9) 

 Courtney S (15/9) 

http://www.alea.edu.au


 

 

 

Meet our volunteer of the week 
Meg took on the Oishii canteen committee position of convenor in 2017 after volunteering for about 
4 years. Fridays are very busy, but the canteen was lots of fun and her kids loved seeing her there. The 
highlight for Meg is seeing change for the better. Flexischools was a great introduction and it felt like we 
were streamlining the ordering process and making families’ lives easier. Meg and Willow (our canteen 
treasurer) introduced electronic banking for paying wages and invoices. Meg also stepped in when both 
managers were absent. She called for volunteers to help make sure the canteen opened as usual.  
 
Meg loves the fundraising events that the canteen holds – it’s great seeing all the amazing baked goods 
that our school community donates. There are so many talented and generous families who donate their 
time and ingredients. This year is Meg’s last year at the canteen because her son, Chris in Year 6 will 

graduate. Thank you Meg for the time and energy you have given to the canteen. Under your helm, the canteen grows and becomes 
more accessible to families; and is a hub for students and parents to share and learn together. 
 

It’s Spring 
Say goodbye to cold winter days and hello Spring! It’s perfect time to get in the garden and plant some 
veggies. What can we plant in Canberra this Spring? Carrot, celery, beetroot, onion, leeks, lettuce, 
silverbeet, spinach and snowpeas.  What about tomato, zucchini, cucumber and capsicum? You can 
start planting them in November to avoid any threat from the frost. Happy planting!  
 

Many hands make light work 
Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to pop in and lend a hand at 
Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s half an hour here or an hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to have a chat with Ari or Clair or 
drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO … 
 
… Lily R, Will N, Cooper K, Max P, Henry O, Seva S, Will F, Milly L, 
Mia C, Zoe H, Chloe H, Alex B, Akira L who tried out for the 1500m 
race. 

BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA COMMEMORATION 
 

On Wednesday, 4 September 2019 the school captains of Ainslie 
School went on a short excursion to the War Memorial to 
commemorate the fallen soldiers of WW2.  We remembered the 
soldiers who fought for the freedom we have today and the suffering 
that they put in for us.   It was an experience that I will never forget. 
 

I am proud and deeply honoured to have been part of the day and 
wish to thank all members who participated in the memorial.  
 
Alicia King (6LM) 

 

A i n s l i e ’ s 
Representatives at 
the Battle for 
A u s t r a l i a 
C o m m e m o r a t i o n 
with The Honourable 
Darren Chester MP. 

mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com


 

 

REMINDER 
 
Please remember when riding to school to bring a lock 

for your bike. 

P&C UPDATE 
 
The Ainslie School community is invited to our Term 3 General Meeting this Thursday at 6.30pm in the School Hall. After a brief 
P&C update, special guest Kieran Vaughan will present a workshop on 'Dealing With Your Child’s Anxiety’. Kieran will cover key 
things which tend to increase anxiety and key elements of reducing it; techniques for calming yourself and/or working with your 
loved one/s to calm; personal resources that can help you and your child; and noticing your own needs and strategies. Light 
refreshments will be provided. For children of parents attending there will be a supervised movie night next door in the Yerra. RSVP 
by COB Wednesday, 11 September to https://forms.gle/D1j96pG8ALG652dy6 
 
We would love more books for the P&C Children’s Book Fair! We especially need fiction for junior, middle and seniors as well 
as information books. There are tubs in the foyer of the main building for you to place your pre-loved books. Profits will be used to 
provide our traditional end-of-year book gift for each student. If you can spare some time to help sort books prior to the day, setting 
up and/or staffing the fair on Wednesday, 18 September, please get in touch with Mel McDonald (mel@meltin.net). This will be 
Mel’s last year coordinating the book fair, so if you or someone you know might be interested in taking it over next year, please get 
in touch with Mel. 
 
Oishii's fund-raising breakfast will be an extra special brekkie event this term hosted in collaboration with Afters. Pancakes 
(including gluten free), bacon & egg rolls, hot chocolate and fruit will be available in the Oishii Courtyard outside the hall on Friday, 
20 September from 7.45am. Please get in touch with the canteen (oishiicanteen@gmail.com) if you can help with cooking and 
serving before school. Donations of lemons and eggs will be gratefully received by the canteen during Week 9. 
 
The fete organising committee still really need some extra hands on deck to make sure everything is in place so our annual 
fete runs smoothly in Week 3 next term (2 Nov). Please contact Damien Ellwood (damienbeth@tpg.com.au) if you can help the fete 
organising team. Thank you again to those who have signed up to coordinate a stall this year. The organising committee is still 
looking for coordinators for the BBQ, P&C merchandise, dunking dunny, face painting, fruit, pizza and the jumping castle. Please 
get in touch with Mel McDonald (mel@meltin.net) if you want to know more about being a stall coordinator or jump online and sign 
up https://forms.gle/yWVmC3UpKcM26v316 

BASKETBALL:  JAMIE PEARLMAN 
CUP ACT FINALS 2019 

 

On Wednesday, 4 September the following students from 
Ainslie School went to the Belconnen Basketball Stadium 
to represent our school in the ACT finals:  Carlo C, 
Lachlan H, Chris F, Dylan D, Finn H, Vini T and Jaydn S 
(pictured below). We had a lot of fun representing our 
school. We unfortunately lost our first game against 
St. Claire’s Stingrays but we did win the 3rd place playoffs 
against Canberra Grammar School. 
 

We would like to thank Megan for coaching our team and 
Mr Mandapat for coming along to support us. 
 

By Vini T (6MM) 

https://forms.gle/D1j96pG8ALG652dy6
mailto:mel@meltin.net
mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
mailto:mel@meltin.net
https://forms.gle/yWVmC3UpKcM26v316


 

 



 

 

ORIENTEERING 
 

This morning Orienteering ACT set up a pop up course around the 
senior basketball court. It was certainly very popular with our 
students who participated with enthusiasm. The next step is 
registering teams for the upcoming School Orienteering SC-ORE 
Spring 2019 competitions. This is done by families accessing the 
link provided on the poster below to start the registration process. 
This will also include a section where you can nominate people to 
be on your team of 4. Entries close 17 October. 

ART MAKERS AT LANYON 
 

Join local artist Naomi 

Zouwer from The Creative 

Practise for a series of 

in tergenerat ional  ar t 

workshops based on 

beautiful and weird objects 

in the Lanyon collection. 

Naomi is a professional 

arts educator and cross-

disciplinary artist who 

works with drawing, painting, and textiles mediums to 

make works that engage with ideas of identity, cultural 

heritage and the social role of domestic objects. All 

levels of experience are welcome. The workshops are 

for adults and children (8 years old and above.) 

 

Still Life Painting 

Sunday, 20 October 2019, 10am – 1pm   

Ribbon Painting 

Sunday, 27 October 2019, 10am -1pm 

Flower Making 

Sunday, 3 November 2019, 10am -1pm 

Silhouettes 

Sunday, 10 November 2019, 10am -1pm  

 

$130 per individual workshop, ($120 members) 

$460 for all 4 workshops, ($440 Members) 

 

Adults and Children 8 years old and above. Children 

must be accompanied by a participating adult. All 

materials and morning tea included.  

FOR SALE 
 

School chairs for 
sale - $10 each. 
Please see the 

front office team 
if you would like 

to purchase one or 
more.  

AINSLIE PARENTS FOR ACTION ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

 

1Z parent Jess Haas is seeking other Ainslie parents for a conversation on 
how to participate in a fun and meaningful way in the campaign to increase 
Australia’s commitment to tackling climate change.  First priority will be 
supporting the Global strike on Friday, 20 September.  The idea is to take 
cues from Australian Parents for Climate Action (a national organisation 
started by some scientist mums).  Thinking of semi-regular get-togethers, 
in a relaxed setting and simple tasks we can do in our busy lives.  No 
specific commitment needed! Please contact Jess at 
jessgreenmusic@gmail.com 

mailto:jessgreenmusic@gmail.com

