
 

 

 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Canberra’s Multicultural Festival brought much life and colour to our neighbourhood during the weekend. As many of us enjoyed 
the festivities, I  reflected on how Ainslie families from around the world enrich our experiences every day. We are proudly 
multicultural.    
 
Currently 80 of our 394 students bring English as an additional language or dialect and approximately 36 languages are spoken 
by our families. Teachers working with these young people support them to acquire cultural information as well as a new 
language.  We know that developing a strong sense of belonging and experiencing rich learning in context supports EAL/D 
learners to thrive.  Parents are significant partners in supporting our EAL/D learners.  
 
The ACT Education Directorate’s English as an Additional Language or Dialect Census supports the allocation of resources 
across the system to enable all students to access a quality education in our schools.  Each year EAL/D learners are assessed 
to identify literacy and learning outcomes. Not every student who has another language is identified as an EAL/D learner 
because they may be proficient when using English.  Where additional support is required, we provide targeted intervention and 
adjustments for learning.  
 
If you would like to learn a little more about Ainslie’s approach to supporting EAL/D learners, please don’t hesitate to contact 
your child’s teacher or a member of our executive team through the school office.   
 

THE SCHOOL BOARD 2020 
It was a pleasure to connect with the Ainslie School Board for its first meeting of 2020. Sarah Reid was re-elected as our School 
Board Chair and is joined by Mr Chris Price and Ms Sarah Oleson as P&C Members.   
 
Janelle Jack continues as Staff Member, and an election is underway to fill a temporary Staff Member position during Ms Clair 
Shute’s period of leave. We welcome the return of Mr Iain Barr as Appointed Member.  
 
You will find a report from our Board Chair later in this newsletter and I thank this team for the contributions they bring to 
establishing the school’s strategic direction and monitoring its performance. 
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 
Wednesday, 26 February  Swimming Carnival @ Big Splash (9.30am—2.30pm) 
Thursday, 27 February   Patricia Piccinini (Skywhale Artist) to Reid Preschool 
        Volunteers Afternoon Tea on the deck (2.30pm) 
Friday, 28 February    Dance Party in the Hall (1.30pm) 
 
Monday—Wednesday, 
2—4 March      Year 5/6 Camp 
Monday, 2 March    Information session:  IMP—Brass in the Library (5pm) 
Tuesday, 3 March    Information session:  Strings & Ukulele in the Library (5pm) 
Tuesday, 3 March    Hinamatsuri (Japanese Doll Festival) 
Thursday, 5 March    Hinamatsuri Fun Day and New Classroom Opening  
 
Weeks 4—5      Parent / Teacher Meetings:  Aspirations and Goals 



 

 

UNIVERSITY CONNECTIONS 
Ainslie School is proud to be part of the University of Canberra (UC) Affiliated Schools Program.  This is a collaboration 
designed to shape and enhance teacher learning and development in the ACT. The aims are to build teacher capability and 
a skilled future teacher workforce, equipped to meet the needs and aspirations of ACT public school students into the 
future. 
 
The Program has two major components – clinical models of initial teacher education and collaborative research to support 
school and system improvement.  
 
This week, we are delighted to welcome 60 student teachers to our Kindergarten and Year 1/2 classrooms, along with 
University tutors, Ms Liz Batun and Ms Kerry Heath. Ainslie teachers will be supporting them to integrate theory with 
practice in the areas of English and Humanities and Social Science. I thank our teaching team and young learners for the 
contributions they will be making to these programs during the semester.  
 

MASTERPLAN COMMUNITY CONVERSATION:  THE YERRA COURTYARD  
We thank the parents and staff who gathered last Wednesday evening to explore plans to enhance the Yerra 
courtyard.  The development and selection of this design is part of the master planning process that has engaged interest 
groups from the Ainslie School community throughout the past 18 months. 
 
Ongoing conversations are assisting us to shape a vision for infrastructure that will support the delivery of contemporary 
education and the community’s use of our site.  Families and friends are welcome to join in this important conversation. 
Watch the Altiora and our Facebook page for information about fortnightly gatherings on Wednesdays from 5:30—6:30pm. 

From our Principal  continued ... 

With minor modifications 



 

 

LUNCHTIME ACTIVITIES 
In recent years, Ainslie students have been offered opportunities to enrol 
in clubs for tuition, through external providers in drawing, pottery and 
dance at lunch time. In 2020, we will continue to provide a range of 
coordinated activities at lunchtime, though no fees or registration will be 
required. This term we are framing and testing experiences including: 
 

 Friday Dance Parties commencing with a pilot this week 

 The expansion of Open Studio Arts Sessions to include pottery 

 Lego Construction 

 Board Games  

 Engaging with literature and games in the Library  

 Chess 

 Making and responding to Music   
 
Volunteers are always welcome at Ainslie and if you have a particular 
skill or passion you would like to share through a lunchtime club, please 
don’t hesitate to contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Sarah Sparks at 
admin@ainslies.edu.au  
 

SENIOR MUSIC PROGRAM NEWS 
23 of Ainslie’s Year 5 students have received offers to join the ACTED 
Instrumental Music Program (IMP) this week.  This program 
complements the Performing Arts curriculum, which provides musical 
experiences for students from Preschool to Year 6.  Brass Band offers 
are based on a process of musical aptitude assessment, which is 
conducted through the IMP. These students will be working with visiting 
music specialist Ms Taliya Blom and Ms Steph Martin.  Ainslie’s Year 6 
IMP band will work with Ms Faith Bentley and Ms Blom. 
 

The IMP Brass Band is one element of an initiative that engages all of 
Ainslie’s senior students with the experience of learning and performing 
in a musical ensemble.  Offers of places in Ainslie’s Year 5 Strings and 
Ukulele programs have also been made last week. 
 

We look forward to sharing more information about these programs with 
parents and carers at information sessions on Monday, 2 March at 
5.00pm (IMP—Brass) and Tuesday, 3 March at 5.00pm (Strings & 
Ukulele) in the Library.  If you would like to know a little more about the 
IMP or our ensemble music program more broadly, please don’t hesitate 
to contact Ainslie’s music specialist, Jess Copeman or the school office 
team. 
 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
We are looking forward to Wednesday’s Swimming Carnival and thank 
Ms Steph Martin for her coordination of the event.  Preparations have 
been greatly enhanced through the work of a team of senior students. 
Our Sports Captains have stepped up to the challenge of motivating 
teams in house meetings ahead of the event, as we  shared logistical 
information with our Year 3-6 students and those swimmers in Year 2 
who will be competing in races on the day.  Please remember to revisit 
carnival notes to ensure our swimmers are well prepared for a successful 
event at Big Splash in Macquarie this Wednesday.   
 
Spectators, supporters and volunteers are very welcome at our 
carnival.  Please contact your child’s teacher, or the school office team, if 
you would like to lend a hand.  
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 

Wendy Cave   
Principal 

From our Principal  continued ... 

mailto:admin@ainslies.edu.au


 

 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on land, traditionally nurtured 
by the Ngunnawal people. Also connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, 
Yuin and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, teachers and 
children. Their elders past, present and emerging. We bow to their superior 
knowledge of sustaining the land that sustains our life and recognise that sovereignty 
of this land was never ceded.  

WHAT FUN, A WET WELCOME PICNIC! 
 
Thank you to everyone who joined us on our Banh Mi adventure last rainy 
Thursday.  We hope you enjoyed your meal and the picnic. Very special thanks to 
the committed and enthusiastic Year 5/6 students who helped with preparations 
during the day and on the night. We couldn’t have done it without you and we are 
very excited for our continued collaboration with the seniors throughout the year. 

CELEBRATING AUTUMN PRODUCE 
 
It’s been a hard summer for everyone, fruits and vegetables included. You might have noticed that fresh produce 
is more expensive or have been struggling to keep your own garden shaded and hydrated on those hot January 
days. We’re all welcoming the cooler weather and with it welcoming some seasonal favourites in. Apples are at 
their crispy best in Autumn and rockmelon is rocking our world right now. 
 
If you have managed to nurture a bumper crop out of your garden we will gladly cook with your excess produce. 
We love nothing more than an oversized zucchini. 
 

 
Swimming Carnival 

Wednesday, 26 February 
 
If your student is participating in the swimming carnival we cannot provide lunch or recess for them on that day. 
Please make sure you pack lots of healthy food from home for that big day. 



 

 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS    YR GROUP  DATE DUE BACK 
Year 5/6 Camp    Year 5/6   Perm notes, medical 
             forms & payment ASAP 
Swimming Carnival   Years 3—6  Perm note, medical form 
             & payment ASAP 
Brass, Ukulele & Strings  Year 5   Response ASAP 
Curriculum Resources   All students  Payment where possible 
Student Polo Shirts   Year 6   Orders & payment by 10/3 
Medical Information 
  & Consent Form    Every child  ASAP 
Detailed Student 
  Information Form    Every child  ASAP 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Ava, Sofie, 
Sarah, Addison, April, Angelina, Lukas, 
Samuel, Bern, Zachary and Will. 

THE UNIFORM SHOP 
 

The Uniform Shop now have new library bags available for 
sale.  They are $10 each.  Please see Christina Pilkington at 
the Uniform Shop. 
 

Opening hours are Tuesday & Thursday 8:45- 9:15am 

Doll display 

AINSLIE SCHOOL BOARD UPDATE 
 

The Ainslie School Board has had its first meeting for 2020. We 
would like to welcome returning and new families to the Ainslie 
School community. Please feel free to contact myself or other board 
members if you would like to find out more about the role of the 
Board or would like to raise issues for the Board to consider. School 
boards in the ACT are responsible for overseeing the school’s 
strategic direction. More information about the operation of school 
boards in the ACT can be found at https://
www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/get-involved-in-your-
childs-school/school_boards. 
 

The Board discussed the school budget and some questions from 
the P&C on opportunities for funding specific initiatives. The school 
has made a good start on addressing the carryover deficit and note 
there has been some early success in reducing its size. Further 
work is being done to identify potential for hiring out some of the 
school premises to community groups.  
 

We will be asking families who are able to make a payment for 
student stationery packs to do so soon. A letter with details will be 
distributed in the next few days. This is separate from the Voluntary 
Contribution we ask families to donate to the School. A note about 
the Voluntary Contribution, which helps fund activities around the 
School, will go out in Term 2. Voluntary  Contributions can be paid 
in instalments if paying a lump sum presents financial difficulties. 
 

A discussion took place on the school’s implementation of the 
Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) framework and the 
representation it launched last year (attached to this Altiora). The 
Directorate has advised that the school has satisfied its 
requirements in its approach to implementing PBL.  The Board 
acknowledged that values and expectations are explicitly taught, 
students’ behaviour is being analysed in accordance with the 
framework and positive behaviours are being rewarded and 
acknowledged. Where issues arise, staff engage with families and 
resolution is sought in a personalised way with a child-centred 
focus. Policy implementation guidelines can be found in the 
following documents; When Things go Wrong for Children and 
Successful Participation (attached to this Altiora). If this is 
something you would like more information on, Wendy Cave 
(Principal) and Sophie Bissell (Deputy Principal) are available to 
discuss further.  
 

The focus for our next meeting will be on the School’s 2019 Impact 
Report and Annual Action Plan. 
 

Sarah Reid, Chris Price, Sarah Olesen 
Ainslie Board parent representatives 

DANCE PARTY 
 

Please join us in the Hall 

1.30pm—2.00pm (lunchtime) 

Friday, 28 February 2020 
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Community Notices 

SEMINAR 
 
Ainslie School P&C has been able to secure discounted 
tickets to the Raising Boys and Raising Girls seminars 
by Steve Biddulph in April. Ainslie parents will be able 
to purchase tickets at the concession price of $22. This 
only applies if you book your tickets before 13 March 
and it only applies to Ainslie parents. Click on the link 
below and select a concession when you book. 
 
Raising Boys. 1 April @ Melrose High School  https://
w w w . t r y b o o k i n g . c o m / B H B D Y 
 
Raising Girls. 2 April @ Mount Stromlo High 
School  https://www.trybooking.com/BHCPK  
 
Steve Biddulph is one of the world’s best known parent 
educators. A psychologist for 30 years, he is now retired 
but continues to write and teach.  His books, including 
The Secret of Happy Children, Raising Boys, The New 
Manhood and now 10 Things Girls Need Most are in four 
million homes and 31 languages.  They have influenced 
the way we look at childhood and especially the 
development of boys and men. Today though, the 
mental health of girls and young women globally is also 
a major focus. For more info visit: https://
www.stevebiddulph.com/Site_1/Home.html  
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