
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

World Teacher’s Day came a little early at Ainslie and we thank Kerryn Wagg and our P&C for providing afternoon tea last Wednesday for 
the education team.  We also thank our students who offered many signs of gratitude on Friday for the care, commitment and support our 
teachers provide.   
 

WTD is a day to celebrate and recognise the achievements of the teaching profession and this has been a year of many.  On behalf of 
Ainslie’s community, I extend my thanks and admiration to a team who has supported the continuation of programs through the challenges 
of 2020, whilst modelling resilience, commitment and their dispositions as lifelong learners. 
 

The celebrations concluded for staff with the virtual awards ceremony that was part of the University of Canberra’s Affiliated Schools 
Conference.  We were proud to have been acknowledged as one of the most generous supporters of the Affiliated Schools program in 
2020.  I thank Sarah-Jane Brown, Ainslie’s Student Placement Coordinator for playing a key role in the success of more than 100 preservice 
teachers at Ainslie this year. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP 
A student leaders’ forum on Friday connected young people from local public schools for a conversation about sustainability.   I thank our 
House Captains Charlie, Orgil, Ben, Mattea, Lottie, Henry, Bridie & Asher for making time to meet once again with Dr Sophie Lewis, 
Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment along with new friends from Majura, Lyneham, Turner, Campbell and North Ainslie 
Schools.  These representatives shared initiatives, projects and a collective commitment to leaving behind a healthy environment. 
 

We look forward to growing the links between these impressive young leaders and the priorities they share. 
 

FUEL FOR THOUGHT FORUM 
Ainslie’s staff and community came together on Wednesday evening for a conversation about School 
Lunches programs and an emerging pilot for Ainslie School.  We were treated to an introduction to 
Churchill Fellow Julie Dunbabin, who shared insights from her study of programs around the world and 
her recent work in introducing school lunches programs in three Tasmanian schools.   I thank staff and 
parents who are supporting our thinking as we prepare to embark on our own research in 
2021.  Watch this space as the journey unfolds! 
 

Our canteen remains under the spotlight with this week’s celebration of the inaugural Canteen Day.  
You will find information about the day later in the newsletter. 
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 
Tuesday, 3 November    Baker Gardens transition visit @ 9.30am—11.30am  
Wednesday, 4 November    Year 6 student transition @ Campbell High School @ 9.30am 
Thursday, 5 November    Outdoor Classroom Day (K—Yr 6) 
         Reid Preschool transition visit @ 9.30am—11.30am 
         Music:  Count Us In @ 12pm (K—Yr 6) 
         Link:  https://g.co/kgs/hv1dC5 
Friday, 6 November     Canteen Day (gold coin donation) and Book Fair orders due 
Wednesday, 11 November   Masterplan Community Conversation:  Boundary Fencing 
         @ 5:30—6:15pm 
Thursday, 12 November    Ainslie P&C Admin Committee Meeting @ 8pm 
Saturday, 14 November    Digital screening of Damon Gameau's film 2040 @ 3pm 
Sunday, 15 November    SALT Workshops @ Ainslie School — see attached flyer 
          @ 9am—12.30pm 

Claire and Faith (pictured left) with Faith’s award for Outstanding Mentorship 

https://g.co/kgs/hv1dC5


 

 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM DAY 
While Thursday marks Outdoor Classroom Day across Australia, it will be business as usual for Ainslie’s students, given our commitment to 
engaging in learning ‘in’ and ‘about’ the environment. 
 
Our spacious grounds, neighbourhood parks, tracks and bushland surrounding Mount Ainslie, and Lake Burley Griffin provide contexts for 
rich learning about landscapes, biodiversity and people’s interactions with nature.  How fortunate we are! 
 
You will find information about the outdoor learning settings we access so frequently in the How it Works Document: Learning Spaces 
attached. Updates on Ainslie School Facebook and classroom Seesaw pages will keep you abreast of learning adventures beyond the 
school boundaries.  
 

PLASTIKA:  DANCE CREATION  
We are excited to be seeing the return of the Australian Dance Party to our playground this week. 
 
ADP Director, Alison Plevey and her team of dancers and designers began their creative partnership with us during 2019.  We were 
delighted they chose our playground as a stage on which to develop a performance they will be taking to schools across the ACT and 
beyond.  
 
‘Plastika’ is a dance performance that explores the impact of people’s use of plastic on the planet.  Our Year 4 students provided valuable 
input last year and we all enjoyed exposure to the creation of this work.  Alison and ADP will be building on their work on the play 
equipment during the next fortnight.  Please feel free to stop and connect with this talented team.  
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 
 

From our Principal continued ... 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Sophia, 
Telia, James, Alex, Bella, Saachi, Jhanvi, 
Cylus, Isabella & Iggy.  

P&C UPDATE 
 
2040—EVENT DESCRIPTION 
A movie for the whole family!  The Ainslie P&C and Ainslie 
Sustainability Group, are excited to present a digital screening of 
Damon Gameau's inspiring film 2040. 
(https://events.humanitix.com/2040-digital-screening-ainslie-
school 
 
Join in on Saturday, 14 November at 3pm with your individual link, 
perhaps plan an afternoon tea with another Ainslie family to watch this 
uplifting film together! We will stage a Facebook live discussion 
session after the film. 
 
If you can’t make the 3pm time slot, your ticket allows you to choose 
your own time over a period of 3 days.  The film runs for 1 hour and 
32 mins, post film discussion approx 45mins. 
 
Tickets are free! If you would like to make a contribution, we are 
collecting donations towards "Greening the Precinct" a 
planting initiative that will work alongside Masterplan activities. 
 
ABOUT THE FILM 
Gameau (That Sugar Film) embarks on a journey to explore what the 
future could look like by the year 2040 if we simply embraced the best 
solutions already available to us to improve our planet and shifted them 
rapidly into the mainstream. 2040 will demonstrate to your community 
that we already have the solutions to climate change; we just need to 
take action to bring them rapidly into the mainstream.  
https://whatsyour2040.com/ 

MUSIC - COUNT US IN 
 
This week we will be singing simultaneously with students across 
Australia for the Music Count Us In experience.  This year we will 
be singing ‘You Won’t Bring Us Down’ and you’ll find the lyrics by 
following the link.  Families are welcome to tune in at 12pm on 
Thursday, 5 November (https://g.co/kgs/hv1dC5). 

PLEASE WELCOME … 
 

…  Scarlett and Matilda who join 3/4W and 5/6MR respectively 
today. 

https://events.humanitix.com/2040-digital-screening-ainslie-school
https://events.humanitix.com/2040-digital-screening-ainslie-school
https://whatsyour2040.com/
https://g.co/kgs/hv1dC5


 

 

Last week, classes across the school reflected on 
the Children’s Week Theme ‘Children have the right to choose 

their own friends and safely connect with others.’  Our 
Preschool students reflected on the places they like to gather 

in.  We hope you enjoy the images they created.

Some places Reid preschoolers like to meet their 
friends: at the park, on the lawn, under the rainbow, at 
the swimming pool, at Cockington Green, at their house, 
at the shops, in the playground ... 



 

 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS   YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
Voluntary    All families   Contribution if possible 
  Contributions 
Curriculum Resources  All families   Contribution if possible 
Band     Year 5 & 6   Payment ASAP  

We acknowledge that our 
beloved canteen is operated on 
land, traditionally nurtured by the 
Ngunnawal  peop le .  A lso 
connected to this land are the 
Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin and 
the Wiradjuri peoples. We 
acknowledge their mothers, 
teachers and children. Their 
elders past, present and 
emerging. We bow to their 
superior knowledge of sustaining 
the land that sustains our life and 
recognise that sovereignty of this 
land was never ceded.  

BOOK FAIR ORDERS 
 

Thank you for supporting the Scholastic Book Fair.  We ask that all 
payments be paid ONLINE directly to Scholastic and the forms be 
sent back to school with the student’s name, class, order and 

receipt number before Friday, 6 November. 

CONGRATULATIONS … 
 

… to the following students who have received merit 
certificates. 

KC: Community—Nari & Nardeen, Excellence—Hugo, 
Responsibility—Rikki & Angie, Kindness— Siara 
 

KM:  Respect—Riley, Eden & Ivo, Excellence—Jack & Max, 
Responsibility—Esther  
 

1/2L:  Respect – Tommy, Excellence – Zimi, Responsibility— 
Quinn, Community – Saoirse, Kindness – Saachi  
 

1/2AM:  Kindness—Mia, Community—Stella & Dali, Respect—
Cassidy, Excellence—Finn 
 

1/2Z: Community – Leo & Max, Responsibility – Izzy,  
Excellence – Frankie & Louis 
 

1/2SB: Excellence – Clementine, Respect – Frances, 
Responsibility – Asha, Community – Charli, Kindness –  Violet  
 

1/2P: Kindness—Katie & Evie J, Respect—Finn, 
Responsibility—Nestor, Excellence—Eloise, Community—
Evie V  
 

3 /4W:  Exce l l ence —Cour tney ,  K indness —L inh , 
Responsibility—Genna   
 

3/4J:  Excellence—Charlie, Kindness—Ben, Respect – Tatiana  
 

3/4C:  Community—Esther & Alex 
 

3/4S:  Excellence—Oscar & Tia, Kindness—Samir  
 

5/6B:  Community— Charlie, Bridie, Henry, Orgil & Jorden 
 

5/6H:  Kindness—Louie & Will, Responsibility—Kail & Miles 
 

5/6MR:  Excellence—Sina, Community—Mia & Oly 

HAPPY CANTEEN DAY 
Based on the success of Queensland's annual Tuckshop Day, schools across the ACT will be celebrating Canteen Day for the very first 
time this Friday, 6 November.  
 
This Friday, we invite students to attend 'OISHIIBALLS' at recess to help celebrate our first Canteen Day. We will serve pikelets (gluten 
free pikelets and popcorn will be offered as alternatives) for everyone to enjoy and encourage students to bring a gold coin donation. The 
funds raised will go towards the school's kitchen garden. 
 
We will play music at the deck and encourage students to participate in a drawing competition. This year's theme is  'What Oishii canteen 
means to you'. We will draw three winners on Friday, 13 November. The winners will receive Oishii products of your choice.  Get creative, 
and looking forward to celebrating with you this Friday. 
 
The Oishii Canteen strives to create a positive and welcoming space for everyone to enjoy delicious and nutritious food. We thank the 
Ainslie school community, staff and volunteers for your support. 
 

CATERING FOR KINDERGARTEN EXCURSION 
Last Wednesday, we had the pleasure of providing food to Kindergarten students on their excursion at the Botanic Gardens. We offered a 
simple menu and most chose our famous pizza bread, followed by sushi and sandwiches. For fruit break, they enjoyed locally grown 
oranges and apples and for afternoon break they had crunchies which consist of gluten free cereals, another favourite. 
 
We also provided staff who attended the excursion with fruits and poached chicken salad wraps for lunch. Thank you Kindergarten for 
allowing us to be part of your fun and exciting excursion. Finally, thank you to Mrs Sheaves for delivering the food to the Botanic Gardens. 



 

 

Congratulations to the students who 
participated in the Japanese Speaking 
Contest and to Henry (pictured below) 

who placed 2nd. 

Kindergarten Excursion to the Botanic 
Gardens (pictured below) 

Louise (pictured above) shared a 
portfolio of her impressive 
journey as an early educator and 
we congratulate her on meeting 
the AITSL teaching standards. 



 

 

Community Notices 


