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Ainslie School 
 

 
2019 Dates to Remember 

 
14 March  2:15- 3:00pm  Special assembly to farewell Ifu 
15 March  10-11:30 am  Connexions Dane workshop for Brolgas 
15 March  1-2pm  Exploring kindness - lunchtime activities   
 
20-22 March   Year 6 camp  
20 March  5:30pm  Ainslie Masterplan Community Conversation in Goodwin Library  
20 March 7pm  P&C AGM – all welcome 
 
School photos are postponed until 2 MAY (next term) 

 
 
 
Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Reading Hour in the Goodwin Library was amongst the plethora of activities on offer during a 
weekend of celebration in our beautiful city.  It was very special to share our library with a number 
of families from other parts of Canberra who were out and about during the evening.   
 
Their responses were a strong reminder that an education in a site of heritage significance brings 
opportunities to learn about people of the past who have left legacies.  The Peter Pan mural is a 
tribute to the women of the community who drove the development of our much loved library.  The 
appropriateness of opening the library for a Reading Hour that followed International Women’s Day 
was not lost on our visitors!  
 
International Women’s Day (IWD): Celebrating with Friends, Giants and Fire fighters 
We thank the families and friends who spent time together on the deck last Friday, in recognition of 
the women who inspire us and contribute to our community.  The hospitality that our canteen team 
provided was greatly appreciated, and we thank Clair, Ari, Julia and Eve for making the morning 
very special. 
 
The IWD flavour continued throughout lunchtime, as members of the Ainslie Womens’ AFL team 
joined some Great Western Sydney Giants for a kick with students and staff on the oval.  While work 
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commitments prevented Ainslie’s Danny Curio from playing, we were delighted that she was able to 
bring her fire crew and two engines to school for us! 
 
Japanese News:  Farewell to Ifu 
This week we farewell Ifu Fukushima, our very special Japanese Language Teacher Assistant, with 
a tribute on Thursday afternoon.  Ifu will be returning to Japan following his year long stay at Ainslie.  
During his time with us he has added enormous value to our community. We are immensely grateful 
to Ifu for sharing his language and cultural expertise with us, and we have cherished his playful 
disposition.   
 
Ainslie’s Japanese Languages program is a piece of history of languages education in Australia.  
With a program that commenced in 1960s, Ainslie School was an early adopter of this significant 
element of the curriculum.  Moreover, Japanese language has been a continuing feature of our 
students’ experience ever since.  
 
Through our programs, students develop language skills and cultural understandings.  While ‘in 
country’ experiences are complex to navigate in the school context, we are fortunate to have close 
relationships with the Japanese Embassy in Canberra and look forward to working with this valuable 
resource throughout the year.   
 
We are excited by the growing possibilities technology brings to strengthening our work in this field, 
and students have been working with Mel Cummins to reinvigorate connections with our sister 
school, Tsubai Primary School, in Japan.  Connecting with communities and communicating with 
them for authentic purposes will continue to enrich our students’ experiences. I am fairly certain Ifu 
will sustain his place on our network of friends and experts in Japan. 
 
Recently we enjoyed a visit from Frank Keighley of the Canberra Academy of Languages, and heard 
about a number of models of program delivery that students across Australia are benefiting from.   
We look forward to providing updates throughout the year as we expand, test and analyse our 
language program. If you would like to learn a little more about this work, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Mel Cummins or our Deputy Principal, Sophie Bissell. 
Further information about Languages education within the Australian Curriculum is available at 
acara.edu.au   
 
Parent Engagement  
It has been said that schools are not buildings, curriculum, timetables and meetings, but rather 
relationships and interactions among people. 
 
With this in mind, I thank families who have engaged in parent teacher interviews during the past 
few weeks.  This marks the beginning of our important work together as we design learning that is 
increasingly personalised, tailored and responsive to the needs of each student. 
 
While the education team at Ainslie brings depth of knowledge about the Australian Curriculum and 
child development, and experience and skill in designing pathways for learning, we are well aware 
of the funds of knowledge that parents bring, as first and continuing teachers of their children.  We 
know that our practices and programs are all the richer for your input into their design, and we 
welcome your contributions and feedback at any time. 
 
Please remember that our teachers may be contacted by email or through the front office team.  
Timely communication is key to the success of our learners. 
 
Real Contexts for Learning:  Canberra Times Connection 

http://www.acara.edu.au/
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At Ainslie, we know that real contexts lead to real learning outcomes, and that learning doesn’t only 
happen inside the school boundaries.  We also know that no two learners are exactly the same, as 
they bring diverse passions, interests and experiences as entry points to their learning. 
 
Last year, Ethan S demonstrated a passion for journalism.  Through producing a series of 
newspapers he showed great skill as an observer, researcher and communicator. As the year 
progressed, Ethan collaborated with his friends in Year 3 on his productions, and elements of this 
work were featured from time to time in the Altiora.      
 
Canberra Times journalists became aware of this work, and last week Ethan and his friend Raahim 
were invited to visit their workplace.  A behind-the-scenes tour introduced them to cartoonist David 
Pope, Education Reporter Sherryn Groch, editorial and production staff and tradespeople.  They 
have inspired our thinking about possibilities for enhancing communications at Ainslie.  I know that 
you will be hearing more about this in the future, and I hope you enjoy the photos of Ethan and 
Raahim’s adventure. 
 
We thank Sherryn and her team for making this special experience possible and look forward to 
continuing connections with the Canberra Times as students bring increasing agency to 
home/school communications.  
 
Promoting Positive Behaviours for Learning 
Student safety and wellbeing are amongst our highest priorities at Ainslie, as we enjoy and cultivate 
a culture of excellence, respect and community. Kindness is embedded in the pledge that has been 
recited by Ainslie’s students for almost 92 years. 
 
We know that learning is about relationships between people, places and programs.  Developing 
students’ ethical, social and emotional capabilities and critical thinking across the curriculum 
underpins the work of the education team. Through our programs and practices, we support students 
to build self awareness, self management, social awareness and social management which are all 
necessary for respectful relationships. We enable student agency and know that sharing 
responsibility requires empathy, which grows as our students reflect on their experiences in social 
contexts. This important work is infused in every interaction, every day. 
 
As participants in dynamic social environments, we know that problems will occur from time to time 
for our learners.  We also recognise problems as important contexts for learning, and our education 
team navigates learners through them with intent, skill and compassion.  The ACT Education 
Directorate’s Safe and Supportive School’s Policy              

www.education.act.gov…safe_supportive_schools  underpins this work, and you will find a copy 

of our policy implementation guidelines How it Works:  When things go wrong for learners and How 
it Works:  Successful Participation attached to this newsletter. 
 
On Friday, schools across Australia will be acknowledging the National Day of Action Against 
Violence.  We recognise that schools are statistically the safest places in our community and are 
proud to be focusing our action on a conversation about kindness, led by Vice Captain Skye and 
friends.  We look forward to the work of these school leaders, and the contributions of our 
community. 
 
  
All the best for the week ahead, 
Wendy Cave 
 
Congratulations: 
This week we have seen examples of special effort from 

http://www.education.act.gov…safe_supportive_schools
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James H   2L    for his community song  
Matty    KCS    for producing a learning book  
Lola     KJ    drawings of Harry Potter  
Nestor    KCS   Creating a book about school  
Stirling    KCS    Constructing an amazing robot  
James    3C   for descriptive words about the five senses 
Julian   3C    for descriptive words about the five senses 
Astrid    KCS   Designing a book cover for a story she is currently writing  
Jacob GH   3W    Helping the Bandits Baseball team win their semi final in Little League Minor  

over the weekend advancing them to the grand final this weekend. 
 
The following students have been selected for: 
The IMP ACT Primary Choir:  Amelia B, Mia C and Chris F  
The IMP ACT Primary Concert Band:  Jamie A, Alex B, Rashmi C, Alejandro F  
 

Photos from last week 
 

 
Figure 1 David Pope, Ethan & Raahim @ Canberra Times               Figure 2 Raahim & Ethan copy boys 

 
Figure 3 Raahim & Ethan watching the presses           Figure 4 Jacob up to bat in the last innings 
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We are growing more excited by the day with the pending additions to Stacey Nichol’s and Faith 
Bentley’s families.  Stacey who teaches our Reid Preschool group will be commencing a period of 
leave this Friday. Faith Bentley who teaches one of our Year 6 classes will be commencing leave 
on Tuesday 19 March.  Aileen L’aimable will be replacing her for weeks eight, nine and ten. 
 

International Women’s Day and the GWS Giants Photos

 
Figure 5 GWS Giants have a kick around      Figure 6 The Ainslie Fire Brigade and Faith 

 

 
Figure 7 Faith & Ainslie fire fighter Dani 
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Figure 8 The Ainslie fire units 
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Housekeeping 
 
Managing Student Attendance  
Please remember to communicate with us when your child is absent. We ask parents to make 
contact with the school’s office team by phone or email on the day of the absence. 
 
Community connections  
Classroom Carers are a highly valued link between classroom teachers and the community.  
Parents who are interested in learning more about this role are encouraged to contact Melynda 
McDonald (P&C Vice President) on email mel@meltin.net or phone 0416 191 812 
 

Toys at School  
Parents please remind your child if they wish to bring toys to school that it is their responsibility to 
care for them.  Lost or damaged toys tend to cause their owners heartache and distress and we 
would prefer that not happen.   
 
Late Passes  
If your child is running late in the morning, please remind them to check in at the front office for a 
late slip before going to class. 
 
 

 

 

Important Notice 

 

School photos have been postponed until 2 May 2019  

(Thursday week 1 of Term 2) 

 
 

 

Notes to be returned 
 

❖ Year 6 Camp Note  

❖ Year 6 T-shirts  

❖ Year 1 excursion to St John’s Schoolhouse  

 
 

mailto:mel@meltin.net
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Now that the Ainslie school swimming carnival has finished, it’s time start thinking about some running 

training. Running Club is starting a little earlier this year to allow athletes some time to prepare for the 

upcoming ACT Track & Field selection trials on March 20th and March 26th. Running Club coaches are 

Colin Reid (father of Hannah and Lily) and Craig Honeybrook (father of Zoe). 

 

https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/Trial/Index/299 

 

Please note that you must enter by March 15th for the Selection trails by going to the ACT School Sports 

website. 

 

Also note the following dates for cross country running in 2019: 

Early May (TBC): Ainslie School cross country 

29/5/19: North/Gungahlin region 

12/6/19: ACT Championships 

 

Running Club will be start at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated. Please bring 

quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

WEEK 6  

Tuesday 12th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Thursday 14th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 18th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Wednesday 20th March - ACT Track & Field Selection Trials (Woden) 

Thursday 21st March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Friday 22nd March afternoon session – Reid Oval after year 6 camp TBC 

 

WEEK 8 

Tuesday 26th March – ACT Track & Field Selection Trials (Woden) 

Thursday 28th March – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 1st April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Thursday 4th April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

WEEK 10 

Tuesday 9th April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

Thursday 11th April – 8.15am Ainslie Top Oval 

 

Training may be cancelled due to poor weather. To keep up to date with training information, please send a 

text message to Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running Club Whatsapp group. 

https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/Trial/Index/299
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Figure 9 Bella's plea for no more waste           Figure 10 Phoebe 1D wants more dolls clothes 
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Figure 11 1D are asking for more Bionicles please 

 

School travel and safety survey  
Transport Canberra and City Services has engaged First Person 

Consulting to conduct research into parents’ attitudes to their children's 

active travel to and from schools. Part of this is investigating the role that 

crossing supervisors have in improving safety around schools, and 

the extent to which parent’s attitudes to children travelling actively 

change as a result. 

You may have completed a similar survey last year, this is the final survey as part 

of the evaluation to gauge parent perceptions about safety around schools.  

To complete the survey please click here, or copy and paste the following link 

into your browser: 

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing- Supervisor-Survey-

Control-Feb19 

The survey should take about five minutes. The survey will not collect any identifiable information, 

and all responses will be kept confidential. 

 

Thank you in advance for your time in completing this survey. If you have any questions please contact the 

TCCS Schools Program. 

  

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4828047/School-Crossing-Supervisor-Survey-Control-Feb19
mailto:TCCS.Activetravel@act.gov.au
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Japanese Language Assistant – Host Families Needed 

In terms 2-4 this year, Ainslie School will be hosting a volunteer Japanese Language Teacher’s Assistant 
(JTA).  We are looking forward to having Keisuke Miura, who enjoys watching movies, travel and sports, 
particularly soccer, tennis and table tennis. Keisuke is a student of Kagoshima University in southern Japan.  
During his stay he will be assisting in the Japanese language classes at Ainslie while also improving his 
English skills through interaction with our community. 

For this program to succeed we rely on Keisuke to stay with families in the school community.  He will pay a 
contribution towards food and board of $170 a week to his host.  This program is well established in ACT 
schools and is of great benefit to both the Japanese program and to the families who become involved.  We 
find the families really enjoy this experience as it allows them to expand their knowledge and 
understanding of Japan.  This is an ideal way to encourage your children to engage with the Japanese 
language and make lifelong friends. 

We are seeking expressions of interest from families who would be willing to host Keisuke for a period of 
6-10 weeks (eight weeks is ideal) during Terms 2 – 4. He will require his own bedroom but is happy to share 
a bathroom.  

If you are able to assist or would like more information, please return the slip below to the front office and 
we will get in contact with you shortly.  This program relies heavily on the support and hospitality of the 
school community and your generosity is greatly appreciated.   

If you are unable to host for a longer term but are interested in offering weekend stays, emergency back up 
or the occasional social activity, please return the form below.  If you require any further information 
please do not hesitate to contact me on Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au 

Kind regards,  
Mel Cummins 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

JAPANESE LANGUAGE ASSISTANT – OFFER TO HOST or SUPPORT 

Name  Phone   

Children at school  Class/es  

Please tick 

1. We would be interested in hosting (please circle) 
- For a period of  6  8  10  weeks  

- In term   2 3 4 

2. We would like to offer other support by   

mailto:Melanie.Cummins@ed.act.edu.au
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SSACT 12&U Track and Field State Team Selection Trials 
 
The School Sport Australia 12&U Track and Field Championships will be taking place in 
Darwin, NT this year and due to their weather conditions, the event has moved to 18-23 
September, from its traditional dates in December, requiring a much earlier selection 
process. 

 
The State Team Selection Trial dates have been confirmed; 
Wednesday 20 March - 4.30pm - 6.45pm, Woden Park 
AND 
Tuesday 26 March - 4.30pm - 6.45pm, Woden Park 

 

The eligible events have been divided between the 2 dates in an effort to not disadvantage 
any one group of athletes. 

 
A Program of Events, Qualifying Standards and Rules of Competition can be found on the 
Track and Field page of the SSACT website; 

 https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/SportDetail/Index/21 

 
All students wishing to trial will be invited to register online sharing their events and 
performance details - the portal will be opened for registrations on Friday 22 February and 
close on Friday 15 March to allow time for Meet Manager processing. There is a small fee at 
the time of registration. 

 
Note these trials are the selection vehicle for the State Team, there will be no selections 
made at the 10 September ACT Championships, this event will still be the culminating event 
for students from the four regional carnivals. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/SportDetail/Index/21?fbclid=IwAR0LHASIIImJECs7o1Fnzdc1udiSlrpi2u7JkkLi9QHOthA-75v-BmXADpc
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P&C Opportunity and Achievement Allowance 

Did you know that each year the P&C provides support to families by way of the Opportunity and 
Achievement Allowance?  

The purpose of this policy (attached) is to provide financial support to recognise current students 
representing the school in approved activities or enable current students to participate in a sporting, 
academic, cultural, community or artistic experience. 

This means that the P&C is able to offer a small allowance to families for students that attend selected 
representative sport, academic or artistic events that are held at the national or international level. 

It also means that the P&C is able to provide financial assistance to families to enable students to 
participate in sporting, academic or artistic experiences that they may not otherwise be able to attend. 

If you would like to apply for an Opportunity and Achievement allowance, please complete the attached 
form and return it to the P&C secretary (Mel - mel@meltin.net). 

Please note that all applications are confidential. 

 

 

 

mailto:mel@meltin.net

