
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to Week 10. 
 
The end of the Ainslie School year is a time for honouring achievement, recognising tradition and preparing for the inevitability of 
change.  Activities around schools at this time of year elicit powerful emotions. Speech Day, graduation events and class celebrations are 
peppered with conversations about meeting milestones, navigating change and the anticipation of fresh experiences the new year might 
hold. It is a special time of year. 
 
While unanticipated family commitments kept me away from Speech Day on Wednesday, I have enjoyed hearing about it from the 
perspective of children, staff and parents.  I thank our Deputy Principal, Sophie Bissell for her delivery of the Principal’s Address, and 
event coordinators, Administration Officer, Sharon Davis and Executive Teacher, Sarah-Jane Brown.   Speech Day carries with it a 
reminder of values that have endured for almost a century at Ainslie - community, respect, excellence, kindness and responsibility. We 
are so proud of the 128 awardees for their efforts, achievements and contributions to the positive culture of Ainslie School. 
 
Amongst the traditions of Speech Day is the involvement of people from the past, as members of the audience, speakers and 
presenters.  We were delighted to celebrate this year’s event with 19 invited guests, and I thank Ainslie’s families and friends who were 
able to come. 
 

SENIOR LEADERS 
Amongst the Speech Day traditions is the passing of badges from current Captains to those recently elected.  While we formally 
recognise a small number of students as School and House Captains, each senior student will have opportunities to lead in areas of 
school management and improvement in 2020.  Hospitality, environmental stewardship, conservation, wellbeing and community liaison 
are areas that I know will be strengthened by their impact.   
 
We thank our graduating Year 6 students for bringing spirit and personality to their citizenship and leadership of people and initiatives at 
Ainslie. This group will be guests of honour at Wednesday’s Graduation assembly, and will be joined by staff and parents at the 
Graduation dinner on Wednesday evening in the school hall.  Afterwards they will dance the night away with their Year 5 friends at the 
Graduation Disco.   
 
The entry to high school is a very exciting time for students, and this milestone marks the end to the special association Ainslie School 
has had with a number of families.  We thank them for their many contributions to programs and events throughout the years. 
 

2020 STAFFING 
This time of year also inevitably brings change to staffing in schools.  Teachers at Ainslie recognise the part they play as members of a 
broader professional community.  Sharing their skills and learning through experience in different school settings is important for their 
professional growth and can ultimately strengthen the system.  
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2019 Dates to Remember 
 

Wednesday, 18 December  Year 6 Graduation Ceremony (11.30am—1pm) 
        Master Planning Community Conversation (4—5pm) 
        Year 6 Graduation Dinner & Disco (5.30—9pm) 
Thursday, 19 December  Santa & the Giving Tree (11am—1pm) 
        LAST DAY FOR 2019 
 

2020 Dates to Remember 
 

Monday, 3 February   First day for Kindergarten and new students 
Tuesday, 4 February   First day for continuing students 



 

 

From our Principal continued ... 

With transitions underway for Susan Camden-Smith to Lyneham Primary School, Cathy Dee to Campbell, Dawn-Maree Dunn to Charles 
Weston, and Laurence Mandapat to Fraser, we wish these friends and colleagues all the best in their future placements and pathways. 
They have each made a mark on our extraordinary school and we look forward to continuing connections through the networks that we 
cultivate in the ACT’s system of public schools. 
 
It is my pleasure to share the proposed composition of teaching and support teams for 2020. Families are reminded that adjustments may 
be made during the next few weeks. 
 
Early Years Team (Preschool and Kindergarten)     Junior Primary Team (Years 1 and 2)  
Stacey Nichols              Sarah-Jane Brown            
Simone Hobday              Jo Lawson 
Sue Corrigan              Michael McDougall         
Anita Hitchen              Anney Medhurst          
Cathie Piani               Chantelle Stewart        
Janelle Jack               Sergine Zeferino 
Clair Shute 
 
Middle Primary Team (Years 3 and 4)        Senior Primary Team (Years 5 and 6) 
Faith Bentley               Alison Heald 
Louise Coombes             Steph Martin 
Isobel Short               Rebecca Palethorpe 
Chris Wells               Emily Regan 
 
School Support Team            Specialist Team 
Jo Maybury (Business Manager)          Steph Martin (Inclusion and Student Support) 
Leesa Frame (School Administration)         Jess Copeman (Music) 
Sarah Sparks (School Administration)        Mel Cummins (Japanese) 
Sharon Davis (School Administration)         Dr Naomi Zouwer (Creative in Residence) 
Paul Wilcott (Building Services Officer)        Clair Boyer (Wellbeing and Enterprise) 
                 Ari Sulanjari (Wellbeing and Enterprise) 
Naomh Barrie (Learning Support Assistant) 
Cathie Davis (Learning Support Assistant) 
Seb Halme (Learning Support Assistant) 
Harry Muir (Learning Support Assistant) 
Sam Pighin (Learning Support Assistant) 
Karen Power (Learning Support Assistant) 
 
Executive  Team 
Wendy Cave (Principal) 
Sophie Bissell (Deputy Principal) 
Sarah-Jane Brown (Executive Teacher) 
Anne Westerman (Executive Teacher) 
 

CLASS CONFIGURATION FOR 2020 
Class configurations will continue to evolve until school resumes, with the continuous enrolment of families moving within Ainslie’s priority 
enrolment area.  The process we undertake to determine class structures and placements involves professional reflection on the diversity, 
interests, needs and experience that each child brings.  It is a delicate work of design for Ainslie’s education team, and the structures 
determined are based on the needs of students, the strengths, capability and development of teachers, and opportunities we have 
identified to engage students and support their social, emotional and academic growth. It is an important professional responsibility. 
 
We envisage the return of multi age or composite structures for our Junior (Years 1 and 2) and Senior (Years 5 and 6) cohorts this 
year.  The proposed structures will be refined if necessary when school resumes in Week 1, and arrangements will be confirmed following 
the Directorate’s enrolment census in the early weeks of term.  As always, parents and students are welcome to talk with me about their 
individual needs and perspectives to help the professional team position each learner for success in 2020.   
 
We appreciate your contributions to supporting children at Ainslie through transitions at every point in their education, particularly through 
the early weeks of term.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me at school if you would like to talk through ways of making your child’s start to 
2020 a smooth and positive experience. 
 
Families are welcome to visit school or make contact with our office team for introductions to teachers and classrooms during O Week 
(28—31 January 2020). 



 

 

SUSTAINABILITY SNIPPETS 
 
Cardboard and paper wrapping with lots of 
sticky tape are fine to recycle – the sticky 
tape is removed using screens during the 
pulping process. 

ALICE SPRINGS EDUCATION DECLARATION 
We were interested to receive the new national declaration on the education goals for all Australians last week. The Alice Springs 
(Mparntwe) Education Declaration sets out the national vision for education and the commitment of Australian Governments to improving 
educational outcomes. 
 
Building on the success and impact of the 2008 Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians, Ministers agreed that 
education should continue to promote excellence and equity and enable all Australians to become confident and creative individuals, 
successful learners, and active and informed community members. 
 
The Declaration aims to ensure Australia’s education system provides the best opportunities for young Australians in a rapidly changing 
world.  It emphasises the importance of meeting the individual needs of all learners, and education’s role in supporting the wellbeing, 
mental health and resilience of young people.  The refreshed goals articulate the knowledge and skills required for the 21st Century, the 
importance of learning throughout life from early childhood onwards and the need for effective transitions between all stages of learning. 
 
Ainslie School’s Strategic framework, pursuit of priorities identified within our School Plan, practices that support cultural integrity and 
positive learning culture position us well for the challenges and opportunities the Mparntew Declaration brings.  We are well on track with 
work that supports the Declaration’s eleven areas for action, which include supporting educators, strengthening early childhood education, 
and promoting world-class curriculum.   
 
The Alice Springs (Mparntwe) Education Declaration is available at:  https://www.reviewmelbournedeclaration.edu.au/ 
 
As the year draws to a close I am inspired and grateful to staff and our many partners for bringing commitment, creativity and collaboration 
towards the design and delivery of outstanding education services for the children and young people of Ainslie. 
  
I wish you all a safe and happy holiday, and extend my deepest gratitude to parents and friends who help us so much with the most 
important task there is - educating our children. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you in 2020. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

From our Principal continued ... 

SAFETY REMINDER 
 

When crossing Limestone Avenue, be 
sure to use the lights and look both ways.  

WOMEN GET IT DONE 
 
Women Get It Done have partnered with Ainslie Primary School to collect and deliver gifts to children who 
can’t be with their parents/parent this year.  
 
Throughout the year we have worked with women and children coming out of domestic violence refuges, 
mental health recovery services, AoD recovery services and homelessness services.  
 
We are seeking support from the school community to help us collect gifts for children aged between 0 - 17 
years.  We are also collecting gifts for women who are experiencing family violence, homelessness, mental 
health crisis and other adversity.  
 
Santa will be waiting in the Front Office to collect gifts (unwrapped and in a gift bag) at 11am on Thursday, 
19 December.  He will then take the gifts to the team @ Women Get It Done who will distribute them.  
 
Thanking you in anticipation for your support. 
 
Joan and the Women Get it Done team 

https://www.reviewmelbournedeclaration.edu.au/


 

 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on land, 
traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also connected to 
this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin and the Wiradjuri 
peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, teachers and children. 
Their elders past, present and emerging. We bow to their superior 
knowledge of sustaining the land that sustains our life and 
recognise that sovereignty of this land was never ceded.  

ANNIE FRANKLIN’S CURRAWONG CALL AT NANCY SEVER GALLERY 
 
Last week 6B took a short stroll to the Gorman Arts Centre to experience Annie Franklin’s Currawong Call Exhibition 
(Nancy Sever Gallery). We were met by Nancy, who opened the Gallery early for us and we were immediately 
captivated by the detailed and exceptional artworks that surrounded us. 
 

We were amazed to learn that these works had taken Annie 3 years to create. We wonder if she paints from memory or looks at a 
reference. We observed the careful use of colours Annie uses and wondered if it reflects the current time of day. We were curious about 
how expensive the artworks are and wonder who buys them? About 70% of the pieces have already been sold. 
 
“I think the purpose of this exhibition is for people to think about the country around them and to pay attention to details as depicted in the 
pictures, such as how light reflects off different things in nature.” Sofia  
 
“‘A traveller’s tale’ is my favourite because of the tall trees and bushes. It reminds me of Halong Bay in Vietnam and palm trees is Hawaii 
somehow.” Taeva  
 
“I think the purpose of this exhibition is to show the impact of climate change on the land.” Brian  
 
We encourage you to check out this exhibition. We think the intended audience is for anyone that enjoys nature and art, but we also think 
that it could be enjoyed by all. 

Celebrating a wonderful year! 
From all of us at Oishii we thank you for your support. We’ve had such a great year!  We will see you next year, grown and grounded from 
our holidays. We look forward to continuing the familiar service you rely on with reinvigorated commitment to shared learning towards ever 
more healthy and sustainable practices. 
 

Farewell to Year 6 families, especially to students who have meaningfully accessed and supported the canteen this year. A heartfelt farewell 
and special mention to long term treasured volunteers, Meg Fruginiet, Wendy Vosnakos, Eve Smith, Lee Ward, Sharon Hourigan, Xue Ying 
Yin (aka: Snow) and Bindi Cooper. 
 

Time to pack away! 
We need to get our canteen ready for the holidays. A few things we ask you to be aware of.  We try to use everything up to reduce waste. 
This means over this last week of school your first preference of meal might not be available. Please be prepared to try something different if 
we’ve run out of your number one lunch item. 
 

On the last day of term (Thursday, 19 December) we will be closed for business in order to pack up the kitchen for the year.  We will be 
offering beef pies on Wednesday, 18 December, the canteen’s last day of service for 2019. 



 

 

Oishii Canteen has featured in an article in the Healthy Kids Magazine (Term 4, 2019) 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will celebrate 
a birthday in the remainder of December:  
Rashmi, Rafe, Jayden, Brian, Gennavieve, 

Alexis, Aurelia, Anu, Linh Anh, Veronica, Max, Abigail, Ava
-Leigh, Arlo, Johua, Laihno, Tammin, Leilani, Livvy, Rica. 
 
Also to the following students who will celebrate a birthday 
in January 2020:  Carlo, Zaza, Luca, Talia, Asha, Indiana, 
Ruby, Sara, Naveed, Harper, Emi, Arabella, Xavier, 
James, Harry, Fin, Jasmine, Kathryn, Aaron, Anna, Hugo, 
Saul, Erin, Jack & Noah, Max, Zlata, Xavier, Archie, Emily, 
Tabitha, Roo, Alejandro, Halcyon, Lexie, Abbey and Adam. 

PEOPLE OF AINSLIE SCHOOL 
 
Chris Oates (pictured left) has been a regular to drawing 
sessions run by Creative in Residence, Naomi Zouwer in 2019. 
He started coming to sessions because of his interest in 
drawing and painting architecture and liked it so much he kept 
coming and has not missed a session (except for when he had 
to go to a wedding). Chris enjoys drawing in the company of 
other parents and carers and he helps Naomi set up and pack 
down and has become a well-known face around the school. 
Chris has three grandsons at Ainslie:  Arlo, Perry and Jasper. 

COLLABORATING WITH THE 
CAVALRY 

 
Last week we were privileged to host a visit from the 
Canberra Cavalry and their recruits from the Bayside Stars 
of Yokohama, Japan. Year 5 students (pictured right) 
enjoyed a particularly special Japanese lesson on 
Tuesday, experiencing a cultural exchange in the 
classroom, ahead of some baseball drills in the hall. These 
students were invited to the game (pictured right and 
below), and those who attended had a ball, joining the 
Canberra Cavalry and the Sydney Blue Sox on the field for 
the Australian and Japanese National Anthems. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Can you borrow books from the library for the school 
holidays? 
Yes! This is the last week you can borrow from the library. 
Borrowing limits apply:  this year’s Kindergarten – Year 4 are 
allowed 4 books at any time. Year 5 are allowed 10. 
 

Can you borrow books electronically over the school holidays? 
Yes! You’ll find the Oliver library link ‘Digital Backpack’ on our 
school website in the drop down box of ‘Our School’: 
http://www.ainslies.act.edu.au/our_school/Goodwin_Library/
_nocache  
 

Will the Library be open over the holidays? 
Sadly, no.  
 

Are there other libraries open over the holidays? 
Yes! Dickson and Civic Libraries are the closest to our school. All 
information on other branches and opening hours can be found at 
https://www.library.act.gov.au/ 
 

Can I still return books to the library this week? 
YES PLEASE – so others may have a chance to borrow.  

http://www.ainslies.act.edu.au/our_school/Goodwin_Library/_nocache
http://www.ainslies.act.edu.au/our_school/Goodwin_Library/_nocache
https://www.library.act.gov.au/


 

 

Community Notices 

Women Get it Done is having a 
massive garage sale in Ainslie to raise 
money for the support we offer our 
employees in 2020.  
 
A massive amount of furniture, 
c lo thes ,  shoes ,  hom ew ares , 
electronics, games, bric-a-brac, 
books, toiletries and much more.  
 
We hope to see you at 
4 Gillen Street, Ainslie.  
 
Joan and the team @ 
Women Get it Done 


