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Ainslie School 
 

 

2019 Dates to Remember 
 

Wednesday, 4 September UNSW ICAS – Science 
  Board Meeting 
Thursday, 5 September  Athletics:  1500m running trial (1.15pm)  
Friday, 6 September  Assembly @ 12.30pm hosted by House Captains 
Monday, 9 September  UNSW ICAS – Writing 
Wednesday, 11 September UNSW ICAS – Spelling 
  Masterplan Community Conversation @ 5.30pm 
Thursday, 12 September P&C GM @ 6.30pm 
Friday, 13 September  Assembly @ 12.30pm (hosted by Kindergarten) 
  Chief Ministers Reading Challenge ends 
Monday, 16 September  UNSW ICAS - English 
Wednesday, 18 September UNSW ICAS - Mathematics 
  P&C Book Fair 
  The Great Debate @ 5.30pm (Library) 
Thursday, 19 September Floriade (whole school) 
Friday, 20 September  P&C Pancake Breakfast @ 7.45am 

 
 

Dear Families and Friends, 

 

What a week it was! 

 

Friday evening’s Step into the Limelight production was a fantastic showcase of performing arts and the 

quality of experiences that students have in the ACT Public School system.  Over 200 of our students featured 

in performances that saw them singing with the massed choir, dancing with schools from across the ACT and 

sharing deep thinking about the impact of decision makers through the storyline of the Year 5/6 production. 

Mia, Chris and Amelia also lent their extraordinary talent to the ACT Primary Concert Choir. 

 

Step into the Limelight provides our senior students with the opportunity to lead the creation and performance 

of a production.   We recognise students as agents of change and know that a sense of purpose drives 

investment and learning.  Throughout Term 3, much of the curriculum has been enacted through the context 

of Limelight.  Students have demonstrated and strengthened their personal and social capability, literacy and 
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numeracy, and critical and creative thinking.  As composers of a text involving speech, movement and music, 

our students collaborated through the stages of: 

 

• understanding an opportunity to influence a community; 

• developing empathy for an audience; 

• generating, implementing and prototyping ideas;  and 

• turning ideas into actual products. 

 

Rehearsals at various points enabled testing, evaluating, iterating and refining of the production.  Last week’s 

whole school audiences were a great help with this important part of the process. 

 

We congratulate our performers and producers, and pay special thanks to Ainslie’s music specialist, 

Jess Copeman, and our senior years team for their guidance of this extraordinary experience for young people 

at Ainslie.  We also extend our gratitude to support staff, families and friends for their contributions to set 

design, costuming and adding the finishing touches to our dance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTH GUNGAHLIN DISTRICT ATHLETICS  
 

We know the importance of balance at Ainslie and how interconnected physical, mental and social wellbeing 

are.  It was therefore of little surprise that so many of our students pounded a track between the Limelight 

rehearsal at the AIS stadium and the Track and Field facilities on Friday to represent us at the North Gungahlin 

District Athletics carnival. 

  

We congratulate our competitors: 

 

Lily, Frances, Sebastian, Luca, Cooper, Leilani, Mia, Jack, Zach, Noah, Max, Leon, Evelyn, Kirsten, Xavier,  

Leia, Alisa, Carlo, Finn, Erin, Charlie, Kaylani, Millie, Aaron, Phillip, Lachlan, Louis, Alejandro, Lachlan, 

Rashmi, Zoe, Chloe, Clare, Elsie, Bella, Alex, Finn, Josh, Chris, Jayden, Oscar and Akira 

 

who were proud ambassadors and we thank families for supporting the logistics on the day. 
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CONNECTING WITH OUR NEIGHBOURS 
 

One of the privileges that comes with attending Ainslie School is engaging with our neighbouring cultural 

institutions and the people who lead programs within them. 

 

On Wednesday, Ainslie’s School Captains will be attending the Battle for Australia Commemoration at the 

Australian War Memorial.  I thank these students for representing us, and parents and staff for seizing 

authentic learning opportunities that arise from commemoration of people and events such as this.  We look 

forward to hearing more about the experience on our Captains’ return. 

 

CONNECTING PEOPLE, PLACES AND CULTURE THROUGH SPORT 
 

With international sporting events on the calendar, a global spotlight is shining brightly on Japan and Ainslie 

School is set for some extraordinary times ahead.  The launch of the Olympics Unleashed program at Ainslie 

School made the vision of the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo very real, and on Friday evening, I was honoured to 

celebrate the opening of the 2019 World Cup and the ‘one year to go mark’ for the Olympics and Paralympic 

Games at a reception at the Embassy of Japan. 

 

Amongst the athletes, officials and dignitaries at this event was archer, Astin Darcy. As an Olympics 

Unleashed speaker, Astin will be sharing his story with students in the lead up to the games.   Astin has 

accepted our invitation to test run his presentation with us.  I know our student focus groups will learn much 

from Astin’s insights about goal setting and self management, and have no doubt they will contribute valuable 

perspectives as communicators who strive for excellence. 

 

With players from Japan making their way to Canberra later this year, we are looking forward to connecting 

with Baseball Canberra in the lead up to the games.  Details are emerging for some active times ahead. 

 

STAFFING NEWS 
 

This week I will be in Adelaide for the Australian Primary Principals Association National Conference, along 

with our Deputy Principal, Sophie Bissell. We are excited to have the opportunity to share and reflect on the 

work of our school with colleagues from across the country and researchers of international acclaim.    

 

Mr Kirk Zwangobani will be leading the Executive team of Ainslie while we are interstate. Kirk, who was 

introduced to students last week, is a school leader at Dickson College.   He has led projects and forums in 

ACT education, and more broadly, to foster participation by young people in social and education policy 

setting, and he is particularly interested in exploring our focus on student agency.  As a researcher, Kirk has 

explored the impact of complex issues such as multiculturalism and migration, on young people’s engagement 

with their education and community. This involved an analysis of the impact of emerging and current social 

issues, such as gender-equity, racism, and most recently radicalisation, on young people and social cohesion. 

We look forward to sharing Kirk’s impressions of Ainslie on our return.   Meanwhile, I know Ainslie’s 

students, staff and families will be in good hands and will make Kirk very welcome. 

 

You may also notice the presence of Steve Collins, Principal of Campbell High School, who will be 

visiting Ainslie throughout the week.  I thank Steve and Kirk for their interest in learning more about Ainslie, 

as we work together to ensure a seamless educational experience - through Ainslie, Campbell High School 

and Dickson College - for the young people of our community.   

 

CHILD PROTECTION WEEK  
 

This week’s National Child Protection Week will engage members of communities across Australia in 

supporting families and protecting children. This year’s focus promotes the messages that: 
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Kids do well when parents are supported, and to raise thriving kids, parents need support to navigate life’s 

choppy waters. 

 

With this in mind, please remember that the Protective Behaviours messages we share with our students apply 

to parents as well. 

 

• We all have the right to feel safe all the time. 

• Nothing is so awful you can’t talk about it with someone. 

 

As experts in typical child development and learning, teachers at Ainslie are always available to support 

parents with perspective, information and strategies should you ever feel at sea in the significant work of 

parenting.  Trust, collaboration and genuine partnerships between home and school are key to personalising 

learning pathways and ensuring each child’s success.  You can find more information about National Child 

and Protection Week at https://www.napcan.org.au/national-child-protection-week/ 

 

All the best for the week ahead. 

 

Wendy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASTER PLAN 

COMMUNITY 

CONVERSATION MINUTES 
 

The Week 6 master plan community 

conversation brought our educators 

back together with Chris Jacobi.  Our 

students will be meeting him soon.  

Family, staff and neighbours are 

welcome to the next conversation on 

Wednesday, 11 September from 

5.30pm-6.30pm.  Our focus will be 

traffic management. 

 

Pictured right:  Part of Ainslie 

School’s delegation to the ALEA 

Leadership Unconference in Canberra 

last week.  Leigh Sales shared her 

perspective of a journalist with 

principals, business managers and 

school leaders, before Ainslie school 

showcased our strategic framework and 

creative practices with leaders of 

Literacy. We were a little bit star struck! 

 

https://www.napcan.org.au/national-child-protection-week/
https://www.napcan.org.au/national-child-protection-week/
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LIBRARY’S BEFORE SCHOOL OPENING HOURS 

 
Open each morning from 8.40am for families 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY GREAT DEBATE 
 

Following on from the Rostrum Science Week speeches, a select group of 6 highly talented speakers have 

been working hard with community experts and Rebecca Palethorpe to develop ideas to construct a debate on 

the topic ‘Considering all the problems of the world investing in human space travel is socially irresponsible’. 

The debate will consist of two teams arguing their perspective with each speaker having approximately 

3 minutes to persuade the audience. 

 

The Great Debate will be held in the Library at 5.30pm on Wednesday, 18 September. 

 

STUDENT LED INTERVIEWS 
 

Please keep an eye out for an invitation to attend a student led interview hosted by your child.  The purpose is 

to share progress with families about a student’s development as a learner. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

… Zoe (6MM) who represented Ainslie School at the recent cross country national 

championships. Zoe came 22nd in the individual race in a time of 11min 26sec over 

3km for the U12 girls.  In the relay race, the ACT girls U12 team excelled above their 

level and came 3rd, with Zoe achieving a personal best time of 5min 15sec for 1500m. 
 
 

 

 

 

… for supporting the Ashton Scholastic Book Fair.  Sales raised $900 towards our classroom library 

collections. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations to … 

Thank you … 

Are you interested in hiring a space for afternoon activities? 

 

Please contact the front office on 6142 3060 for more information 

 

CHIEF MINISTER’S READING CHALLENGE 
 

Don’t forget to return your reading challenge sheets to the Front Office. 

xx 
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Are our eating habits costing the earth? 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) recently released a special 

report on climate change and land. The report dedicated the whole chapter on food 

security. It explored the impact that our food system has on climate change and the 

effects of climate change on our future food availability and access to food and it 

doesn’t look good!  

 

We know that poor eating habits contribute to illness and risk of disease, but it also hurts the planet. What 

can we do right for a healthier us and healthier planet? 

 

1. Buy what we need to eat and eat what we buy: be mindful of our food waste.  Why? Food waste 

that decomposes in landfills releases methane, a greenhouse gas that is at least 28 times more 

potent than carbon dioxide. Wasted food that is composted can be used as a garden fertilizer, 

improving soil health and productivity. Not a gardener? Can’t set up a compost or worm farm of 

your own? Go to sharewaste.com to connect with a neighbour who will take your food waste. 

 

2. Eat more plant base: legumes, wholegrains, vegetables, seeds, nuts, fruits and vegetables. 

 

3. Eat less meat- Meat Free Monday, anyone? Why? Livestock farming contributes 18% of human 

produced greenhouse gas emissions worldwide. Seek local, small scale farms for more sustainable 

and delicious meat. 

 

4. Grow our own produce- spring is coming and it’s good time to start growing our produce. 

 

5. Cook from scratch and use local, seasonal produce – Capital Region Farmers market on Saturdays 

or Jamison market on Sundays are great for sustainable produce and a lovely weekend activity! 

 

Where is my hat? 
Spring is here, which means ‘Hats On’ is back and students need to wear hats when 

they are out during recess and lunch. You can purchase hats from the uniform shop on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, but if you are unable to come on these days, we got 

you. You can purchase hats and buffs from the canteen, cash only please. 

 

 

      

Many hands make light work 
Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to 

pop in and lend a hand at Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s half an hour here or an 

hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop in any time to have a chat with Ari or 

Clair or drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  

  

 
 

 

 

mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
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P&C UPDATE 

Please join us for our Term 3 General Meeting on Thursday, 12 September at 6.30pm in the school hall. After 

a brief P&C update, special guest Kieran Vaughan will present a workshop on 'Dealing With Your Child’s 

Anxiety’ that will cover key things which tend to increase anxiety and key elements of reducing it; techniques 

for calming yourself and/or working with your loved one/s to calm; personal resources that can help you and 

your child; and noticing your own needs and strategies. Kieran has a Master of Counselling and experience 

with youth work, parent support, suicide prevention, cancer support and general counselling. Light 

refreshments will be provided. For children of parents attending there will be a supervised movie night next 

door in the Yerra. RSVP here: https://forms.gle/D1j96pG8ALG652dy6. 

 

The P&C Book Fair will be held on Wednesday, 18 September. There are tubs in the foyer of the main 

building to accept pre-loved donations. Profits will be used to provide our traditional end-of-year book gift 

for each student. If you can spare some time to help sort books prior to the day, setting up and/or staffing the 

fair, please get in touch with Mel McDonald (mel@meltin.net). This will be Mel’s last year coordinating the 

book fair, so if you or someone you know might be interested in taking over next year, please get in touch 

with Mel. 

 

Our canteen fund-raising breakfast will be an extra-special brekkie event this term hosted in collaboration 

with Afters. Pancakes (including gluten free), bacon & eggs, hot chocolate and fruit will be available on 

Friday, 20 September from 7.45am in the Oishii Courtyard outside the hall. Please get in touch with the 

canteen (oishiicanteen@gmail.com) if you can help with cooking and serving before school. Afters staff and 

children attending before-school care will also be lending a hand to help prepare and serve (families will 

receive more information directly from Afters about being involved). Donations of lemons and eggs will be 

gratefully received by the canteen during Week 9. 

 

The fete organising team still really need some extra helpers to make sure our annual fete gets underway and 

runs smoothly on 2 November this year. Please contact Damien Ellwood (damienbeth@tpg.com.au) if you 

can assist. A huge thank you to those who have signed up already to coordinate a stall this year! The organising 

committee is still looking for coordinators for the BBQ, P&C merchandise, dunking dunny, face painting, 

fruit, pizza, tombola and jumping castle. Please get in touch with Mel McDonald (mel@meltin.net) if you 

want to know more about being a stall coordinator or jump online and sign 

up! https://forms.gle/yWVmC3UpKcM26v316. 

 

 
MEDICATION MANAGEMENT 

 

In the interests of keeping all students safe, medication that your child requires during the school day must 

be stored in the office.  Ainslie’s school office team manages first aid, emergency medical plans and 

medications for students.  Please contact Sarah Sparks or Leesa Frame if you would like further information 

about our practices for supporting students with medical treatment plans. 

 

 

HOUSEKEEPING 
 

Voluntary Contributions  
Any contribution is welcome and if you wish to pay by instalments, we are pleased to facilitate this for you. 
The annual voluntary family contributions set by the Ainslie School board is $90 for one student and $115 
for a family of two or more children attending the school. Parents and carers are able to contribute in any of 
the following three ways, two of which are tax deductible, the Ainslie School fund, the Goodwin Library and 
the Ainslie School Building Fund (please see note that was sent home today). 
 

https://forms.gle/D1j96pG8ALG652dy6
https://forms.gle/D1j96pG8ALG652dy6
mailto:mel@meltin.net
mailto:mel@meltin.net
mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
mailto:oishiicanteen@gmail.com
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
mailto:damienbeth@tpg.com.au
mailto:mel@meltin.net
mailto:mel@meltin.net
https://forms.gle/yWVmC3UpKcM26v316
https://forms.gle/yWVmC3UpKcM26v316
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The following students will celebrate birthdays this week: 
 

Annabella in 3C 

Hugo @ Reid Preschool 

Frances in 2W 

Lizzie in 4ST 

Alvanka in 1Z 

Hamish in KJ 

Oly in 5M 
 

 
 

 

 
Ainslie Parents for Action on Climate Change 

 
1Z parent Jess Haas is seeking other Ainslie parents for a conversation on how to participate in a fun and 
meaningful way in the campaign to increase Australia’s commitment to tackling climate change.  First priority 
will be supporting the Global strike on Friday, 20 September.  The idea is to take cues from Australian 
Parents for Climate Action (a national organisation started by some scientist mums).  Thinking of semi-regular 
get-togethers, in a relaxed setting and simple tasks we can do in our busy lives.  No specific commitment 
needed! 
 
Please contact Jess at jessgreenmusic@gmail.com 
 
 

                                         

 

         
AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club starts at 8.15am on the Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  Please bring 

quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The dates for training this term are as follows: 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday, 2 September and Thursday, 5 September 

 

WEEK 8 

 

Tuesday, 10 September: ACT Track & Field Championships 
 

All are welcome but more suitable for age groups of year 2 and upwards to keep up with the other runners. 

Please contact Colin Reid on 0432 591 640 or Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie Running 

Club Whatsapp group. 

mailto:jessgreenmusic@gmail.com
mailto:jessgreenmusic@gmail.com
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FOR SALE 
 

School chairs for sale - $10 each. 

Please see the front office team 

if you would like to purchase.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE 34TH MILES FRANKLIN MUSIC FESTIVAL 

21 and 22 September 2019 
 

Sections for Solo and Group:  

Piano, Keyboard, Recorder,  

Woodwind, Brass, Strings, Guitar to 14 years 

 

For Information and entries go to 

www.facebook.com/milesfranklinmusicfestival/ 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-34th-miles-franklin-music-festival-2019-tickets-65776995765 

Or email  

mfpmusicfestival@outlook.com 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Saturday, 2 November 
School Fete 

http://www.facebook.com/milesfranklinmusicfestival/
http://www.facebook.com/milesfranklinmusicfestival/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-34th-miles-franklin-music-festival-2019-tickets-65776995765
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-34th-miles-franklin-music-festival-2019-tickets-65776995765
mailto:mfpmusicfestival@outlook.com
mailto:mfpmusicfestival@outlook.com
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ORIENTEERING 
 

Next Monday, 9 September Orienteering ACT is setting up a pop-up event at Ainslie School for our students 

to try Orienteering within our school grounds. The event will start at 8:20am and run until morning lines. This 

will be a wonderful opportunity for students to come and try orienteering in a safe and welcoming 

environment.  If anyone is keen to continue to explore orienteering the flyer below shows upcoming dates for 

future events. This event will start at the junior playground. If you have any questions please contact Greg 

Taylor at greg.taylor@ed.act.edu.au 

 

  

mailto:greg.taylor@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:greg.taylor@ed.act.edu.au
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School Sport ACT – Trial Information and Registration Process 

Age Group 
(12&U or 13&O) 

12&U  

Sport Cricket (girls) 

Date(s) of Trial 
(Must attend at least one) 

Trial 1 – Monday, 2 September  

Trial 2 – Monday, 16 September 

Venue  Watson 104, Watson Neighbourhood Oval 

Time  Trial 1 - 4pm – 5:30pm 

Trial 2 - 4pm – 5:30pm 

Requirements 
(Specific gear) 

 

Appropriate cricket attire including own helmet and pads for batting. 

ACT Event Details 
(if trial is for a regional team) 

School Sport Australia Championship competing in Adelaide, South 

Australia from the 17/11/2019 – 24/11/2019 

Cost of the Event/ 

Trial Registration   

Online registration fee - $10.00 

Eligibility  

 

As this is an ACT representative team students should have played at a 

regional level and/or have previous cricket competition experience.  

Further 

Information 

 

Students turning 10-12 years old this year. Students turning 13 years 

old from 1 July - 31 December are invited based on our age 

dispensation granted by School Sport Australia.  

Manager: Robert King (Robert.king@ed.act.edu.au ) 

Coach: Amelia Cheney (amelia.cheney@ed.act.edu.au ) 

 

Registration Process 

School Sport ACT now collects all registration information online – this is to prevent the movement to and 

fro of a paper note and have all information readily available to officials prior to the trial. As this process 

incurs a fee for data storage, system maintenance and admin, a small fee payment via credit card will be 

required. 
1. Go to the School Sport ACT website – www.schoolsportact.asn.au 

2. Click Register (top right corner of homepage) for an Account – enter parent details and password 

3.  A confirmation email will be sent to your chosen email that will contain a link that you must click on to verify the email 

account. 

4. Click Log In (top right hand corner of home page) enter password then click on top tab My Profile 

5. You will see a ‘dashboard’ of your information, click green box to Add Student – enter student and medical details and 

save. 

6. Go to the Sports Tab – choose your specific sport, click on Trial Information box then click on the Register to Trial link. 

7. Select your child’s name from the dropdown box and then enter the optional fields for Playing History, Preferred 

Position (if applicable) and Representative Experience. If you are already in the system, ensure your child’s school is up 

to date in your profile – have they moved onto High School?  

8. Make the small credit card payment then click to register. 

9. An automated email will then be sent to your Principal/School Approver for their approval to trial (no need to take 

anything to school for the Principal to sign). 

10. You will be able to see the process has been complete back in My Profile – once your Principal/School Approver has 

completed the approval process your child’s information will be collated onto a list for the Team Manager and Coach 

prior to trial. 

11. Note the registration process closes two days before the first trial date to allow sufficient time for approval and sharing 

of collated information.  

mailto:Robert.king@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Robert.king@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:amelia.cheney@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:amelia.cheney@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/
http://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/
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School Sport ACT – Trial Information and Registration Process 
 

Age Group 
(12&U or 13&O) 

12&U Boys  

Sport Cricket  

Date(s) of Trial 
(Must attend at least one) 

Trial 2 – Monday, 2 September 

Trial 3 – Wednesday, 4 September  

Venue  Trial 1, 2 & 3 – Marist College, 27 Marr St, Pearce 

Time  Trial 1, 2 & 3 – 4pm – 5:30pm 

Requirements 
(Specific gear) 

 

 

All players must attend with personal cricket equipment i.e. pads, bats, 

gloves, helmets, box, etc.  

As this is a school sport event, hats are required to be worn. Players are 

to provide their own filled water bottles. 

SSA Event Details Trial for the School Sport ACT side travelling to the 12 &U School 

Sport Australia National tournament in Adelaide, SA 17 – 24 

November 2019 

Cost of the Event/ 

Trial Registration   

Online registration fee - $10.00 

Eligibility  

 

Students turning 11-12 years old this year. Students turning 13 years 

old from 1 July - 31 December are invited based on our age 

dispensation granted by School Sport Australia. 

Further 

Information 

 

Contact: Sanjay Sharma (Manager) Sanjay.Sharma@ed.act.edu.au 

Coach: Brad Falkenberg 

 

Registration Process 

School Sport ACT now collects all registration information online – this is to prevent the movement to and 

fro of a paper note and have all information readily available to officials prior to the trial. As this process 

incurs a fee for data storage, system maintenance and admin, a small fee payment via credit card will be 

required. 
1. Go to the School Sport ACT website – www.schoolsportact.asn.au 

2. Click Register (top right corner of homepage) for an Account – enter parent details and password 

3.  A confirmation email will be sent to your chosen email that will contain a link that you must click on to verify the email 

account. 

4. Click Log In (top right hand corner of home page) enter password then click on top tab My Profile 

5. You will see a ‘dashboard’ of your information, click green box to Add Student – enter student and medical details and 

save. 

6. Go to the Sports Tab – choose your specific sport, click on Trial Information box then click on the Register to Trial link. 

7. Select your child’s name from the dropdown box and then enter the optional fields for Playing History, Preferred 

Position (if applicable) and Representative Experience. If you are already in the system, ensure your child’s school is up 

to date in your profile – have they moved onto High School?  

8. Make the small credit card payment then click to register. 

9. An automated email will then be sent to your Principal/School Approver for their approval to trial (no need to take 

anything to school for the Principal to sign). 

10. You will be able to see the process has been complete back in My Profile – once your Principal/School Approver has 

completed the approval process your child’s information will be collated onto a list for the Team Manager and Coach 

prior to trial. 

11. Note the registration process closes two days before the first trial date to allow sufficient time for approval and sharing 

of collated information. 

mailto:Sanjay.Sharma@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Sanjay.Sharma@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/
http://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/

