
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
At Ainslie we know that schools are not made of buildings and timetables, but rather they are made of relationships.  This has 
become so apparent in the unsettling times we are moving through. While the building has been quieter, communication between 
students, teachers and families has struck what might just be an all time high.  The information age has enabled us to 
communicate in multiple modes and Ainslie’s education team has engaged in over 3000 interactions with students and families, 
through phone calls, email communication and on the Google and Seesaw platforms in the past week. 
 
The stories that we are sharing reflect an equal mix of exhaustion and energy - more often than not at the same time.  Once again, 
we thank our families for providing space, time and affirmation in a time of fast paced, high velocity learning for our teachers and 
support staff. 
 

HOME LEARNING FROM AINSLIE:  WHAT WE HAVE IN STORE 
For students to thrive physically, socially, academically and emotionally, holding a positive sense of themselves as a learner is 
key.  The shared responsibility parents and staff carry is in sharp focus and we are inspired by the opportunities these times have 
presented. 
 
This week our children’s wellbeing remains in the spotlight, as we continue to test connections and strategies for 
engagement.   We have created a Home Learning from Ainslie:  How it Works poster (attached) to help you make sense of 
new ways of working from the commencement of Term 2.  We are confident that together we will be able to continue teaching and 
guiding learning in a sustainable manner into the longer term. 
 
I thank Anna Chu for steering Ainslie’s much valued Classroom Carers initiative into the current social environment.  We know that 
enabling connections between families, through our children is so important at this time.  Watch this space and the Seesaw 
platform as this work unfolds. 
 

CONTINUING CONNECTIONS WITH OUR UC PARTNERS 
Teachers and many students were saddened by the impact of the COVID-19 situation on our colleagues from the UC’s Initial 
Teacher Education programs. Like teachers around the globe, their world order was upturned three weeks ago, as their studies, 
including their practicum placements, needed to shift to the virtual space.  We were delighted to receive some correspondence 
from a UC team and have been inspired by their creative use of technology to enable curriculum continuity. 
 
I offer the following letter to you as evidence that the future of the profession is in very good hands!   
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 

 
Tuesday, 24 March—Thursday, 9 April  Pupil free days 
Wednesday, 8 April       P&C AGM (6.30pm online) 
Thursday, 9 April       End of Term 1 
Tuesday, 27 April       First day of Term 2 



 

 

P&C UPDATE 
  
The Ainslie School P&C AGM will be held electronically at 6:30pm on Wednesday, 8 April. 
 

Please find a poster attached to this newsletter with all the details. 
 

Local Psychologist, Rohan Schlesinger will give a talk about self care and how to talk to our kids about challenging events such as 
fires/smoke and COVID-19. 
 

A new P&C Committee needs to be elected and all office bearers are stepping down in 2020. Please consider nominating for a 
position - it can be fun and very rewarding! 
 

Nominations should be forwarded to Mel (mel@meltin.net) by COB Tuesday, 7 April. If you would like any further information about 
any position, please contact Mel (mel@meltin.net) or Damien (damienbeth@tpg.com.au). 
 

Damien Ellwood (damienbeth@tpg.com.au) 
Ainslie School Parents & Citizen's Association President | https://ainsliepandc.com.au  

Dear Wendy, Sophie, Wayde and Ainslie School, 
 
Hope you are all well in these challenging times. Our thoughts are with you all. 
 
We would like to thank you for your inspirational talks and amazing support throughout the HASS Clinic. 
We thoroughly enjoyed every moment at Ainslie School and are terribly sad that we were unable to 
complete our unit with our "Gorgeous Geckos" group. In the lesson which we never taught, we had actually 
co-written a book to help connect all the key concepts of "place & community" to the students' lives. It is 
a digital storybook along with pre-recorded narration (by Peta Sheppard) which follows their learning 
journey with us. Now that most students are at home, we were wondering if it would be possible for you 
to send a copy to each of our "Geckos". It will be very much appreciated.  
 
https://www.storyjumper.com/book/read/80245625/The-Gorgeous-Geckos# 
"The Gorgeous Geckos. I Wonder...?" By Yuka Saponaro & Peta Sheppard 
 
Thank you again for this incredible opportunity and thank you to Leesa Frame and all the LSAs for your 
wonderful support. Please take care and stay safe.  
 
Yuka and Peta  
 

I trust that the 2020 Easter break and term holidays will be ones we’ll remember for all sorts of reasons.  Do take care and enjoy 
some time to take stock of small blessings, reflect on what matters and enjoy this family time.  
 
All my very best wishes to you all. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

From our Principal  continued ... 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Ivo, 
Kyan, Frankie, Will, Lacey, Angus 
and George. 

COVID-19 MANAGEMENT:  OUR 
FACILITIES  

 

Community use of our facilities has been suspended 
other than for activities that comply with social distancing 
and any other (current or future) restrictions imposed by 
the ACT or Federal Government to assist with the 
management of COVID-19.   
 

For community safety, the playground is only for 
supervised use by school and OSHC groups. 

BOARD REPORT 
 

What extraordinary times these are. The Board discussed the 
school’s transition to online learning for the immediate future. 
There is much uncertainty in our present circumstances and it 
is not clear how long these arrangements will be for, but the 
Board would like to acknowledge the amazing work the school 
and teachers have been doing to make the transition for 
students and families as easy as possible in difficult times. 
 

Look after yourselves and others in your community by 
observing safe practices. We recognise that this might be a 
very stressful time for families and the school community is a 
good source of support. The school is on hand if extra 
assistance is required. 
 

Ainslie School Board 
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