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Ainslie School 
 

 

2019 Dates to Remember 
 
Tuesday 6 August  Athletics Carnival 
Wednesday 7 August  P&C Fete Meeting @ 6.30pm 
Thursday 8 August  Jamie Pearlman Gala Day (Basketball) 
Friday 9 August  Limelight Massed Choir Combined Rehearsal 
Tuesday 13 August  Netball Gala Day 
Thursday 15 August  Limelight Massed Dance Rehearsal 
Tuesday 27 August  Limelight Massed Dance & Choir Tech Rehearsal 
Wednesday 28 August  Limelight Yr 5&6 Mainstage Tech Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Daytime Rehearsal 
Friday 30 August  Limelight Evening Performance 
Wednesday 18 September Book Fair 

 

Dear Families and Friends  

 

At Ainslie School we know that learning happens anywhere, anytime. Parents and families are important 

partners in the learning that happens for Ainslie’s students, and we value the perspectives you share about 

how your children are making sense of the world. Reflecting on the day together can be a positive way to 

explore our childrens’ perceptions and emerging understandings. There are a range of ways families engage 

in end-of-day ‘check ins’. Guiding a balanced conversation is important for productive reflection, and 

questions along the lines of  

 

● What made you sparkle today? 

● What made you feel grateful today?  

● What challenged you today?  

 

may stretch a rich response.  

 

Teachers at Ainslie are interested in supporting these important conversations between families, and we 

recognise the affordances of technology in sharing our day-to-day experiences. We are currently exploring 

the Seesaw suite. This platform provides families with insight into classrooms and real-time feedback to 

students.  Families can also use Seesaw to share learning experiences that happen beyond the school day. 

 

Monday 5 August 2019 
Ainslie School 
Donaldson St 

Braddon 
ACT 2612 

Tel 6142 3060 
Fax 6142 3062 

 

 Board Chair Sarah Reid 0413 831 546 
 P&C President Damien Ellwood 0408 278 613 
  

The Ainslie School Newsletter 
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Collaboration between parents and teachers is at the heart of the achievement of Ainslie’s young people. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher at any time if you have thoughts to share, or if you 

require further information about your child’s school day. Our office team is always happy to facilitate a 

connection.  

 

Staffing News 

 

Last week we learned that Sarah Morris has been appointed to Lake Ginninderra College. We thank Sarah 

for the role she has played during the past semester as a member of our administration team, and wish her 

every success in her new position.  

 

Connecting with Researchers and their Research  

 

The learning children experience at Ainslie School is enriched by the connections our staff have with 

researchers. Leading by example, our teachers engage in continuous inquiry about areas of professional 

challenge and passion. This year, a number of our teachers have engaged as research participants in studies 

that are exploring contemporary literacy practice. Mitchell Parker, of Woolongong University has worked 

with us since 2018, and continues to influence our approach to the teaching of writing.  

 

Last week, staff were introduced to Katherine Halcrow, who is investigating connections between learning 

music and literacy at the University of  Sydney. We look forward to an ongoing connection through this 

study.  

 

We have also welcomed Esther Carlin, of the ANU as a resident inquirer. With an interest in the connection 

between anthropology and music, Esther’s observations and reflection with Ainslie’s teachers is supporting 

her to frame a research proposal. We are proud to be informing research that will influence the future of 

education, and grateful to these academics for helping us to hone our skills of reflection, analysis and 

critique. 

 

Learning within Our Community  

 

Students at Ainslie experience learning within and beyond our school boundaries. We are fortunate to have 

some of Canberra’s most significant places close by, and our teachers seize opportunities to embed learning 

in these authentic contexts.  

 

Last week, our kindergarten students enjoyed a visit to 80/20 Cafe where they ordered, purchased and 

consumed morning refreshments. The research, self management, collaboration and communication these 

students brought to this experience was immense.  

 

Our Year 2 students tested the walk to the Drill Hall Gallery, where they explored artworks by Australian 

artist Ildiko Kovacs  

 

Year 4 students engaged in the Haig Park Experiment that is encouraging senior citizens to access this 

beautiful place. The Canberra Senior Centre has reflected their gratitude to our students for connecting over 

cards, and are looking forward to a return to the park to play with our students in the coming week. How 

proud we are to be educating socially, culturally and environmentally responsible citizens at Ainslie!  

 

On Thursday a group of Year 1 Ambassadors will be making a return visit to the Canberra Museum and 

Gallery (CMAG), where their artworks, inspired by the gallery’s Nolan Collection, will be the centrepiece of 

the opening of the CMAG Children’s Gallery. We look forward to a community gathering at CMAG in the 

near future. Watch this space for details.  
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Music News  

 

There is a strong tradition of music education at Ainslie School, and the educational experience of our 

community’s children has been enriched by highly regarded music educators. Students have enjoyed singing 

and playing instruments, through various partnerships and programs for over 90 years. Last year, we made a 

commitment to provide every senior student with the experience of playing in a musical ensemble. Ukulele 

and strings groups were introduced to compliment the ACTED Instrumental Music Program. This year, the 

Brass/Ukulele/Strings (BUS) program expanded to include all Year 5 and 6 students. We congratulate 

Ainslie’s Year 5 Strings Ensemble on their impressive debut performance at last week’s assembly, and trust 

you’ll enjoy the photos attached. 

 

All the best for the week ahead - we look forward to seeing family cheer squads at our Athletics Carnival 

tomorrow! 

 

Wendy Cave 😊 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Ainslie 
 

This week we welcome River, Oscar, Owen, Sihyen, Sean, Jasper, Arlo, Alex & 
Tejas to the school and we welcome back Alex, Seb & , Lexi. 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday to: 
 

 
Kindy – Riley, Max, Forrest, Lachlan, Lucy & Zoe 
Yr 1 – Phoebe, Dali, Orla & Louis 
Yr 2 – Esther & Maica 
Yr 4 – Evie, Finn & Khani 
Yr 6 – Dylan, Zoe, Max & Elsie 

 
 

 

 

Best wishes to Ainslie’s representatives for Thursday’s  

Jamie Pearlman Cup 

. 
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HATS ON FROM 1 AUGUST  

August signals Hats On again for all Canberra primary 

schools. Please ensure your child has a sun smart hat. 

Hats are available from the Uniform Shop. 

 

 

The 2019 School Satisfaction Surveys will be conducted later this term. 

 

 

Parents and carers, school staff and students (in years 4 to 12) will be asked to participate in these important 

surveys. The survey results will contribute to school research and improvement processes.  

Although the survey is voluntary, we hope you will want to participate. It won’t take much of your time and 

will help us improve our school for your child and future students. A letter or email about the parent and 

carer survey will be sent to you in August. The key ACT results from the 2018 School Satisfaction Surveys 

have been published on the Education Directorate website (www.education.act.gov.au) and a summary of 

our school results is provided in our 2018 School Board Report. 

 

 

 

                  Athletics Carnival Update 
 

 

If your child would like to participate in the High Jump or 1500m at the ACT North 

Gungahlin Athletics carnival please let us know on 6142 3060. 

 

 

                                      

 

 

Housekeeping 
 

Voluntary Contributions  
Any contribution is welcome and if you wish to pay by instalments, we are pleased to facilitate this for you. 
The annual voluntary family contributions set by the Ainslie School board is $90 for one student and $115 
for a family of two or more children attending the school. Parents and carers are able to contribute in any 
of the following three ways, two of which are tax deductible, the Ainslie School fund, the Goodwin Library 
and the Ainslie School Building Fund.  
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Limelight News 

 
Keep up to date on the Limelight Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StepintoLimelight 

 

 

 
Speaking out on Science 

 
Destination Moon: more missions, more science is the school theme for National Science Week 
in 2019. We are inviting all interested students to present a Rostrum-style speech to their class on 

the topic: 
 

 “Given all of the world’s problems, is the cost of human spaceflight really worth it?”  

Speeches will be delivered in classes by the end of week 3 and students from each cohort will be 
selected to present their speech in the school assembly in National Science Week, Friday August 
16. A number of experts will be present to hear the speeches and they will select six students to 

participate in a debate on this topic to be held later in the term. 
 

Students will prepare their speeches at home and commence their research with the National 
Science Week Resource Book: 

 

https://www.scienceweek.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/2019ASTA-

DestinationMoon_ResourceBook.pdf 

Rostrum tips can be found at: 

https://www.rostrum.com.au/images/act/pssc/PSSCHintsForStudents.pdf 

https://www.rostrum.com.au/images/act/pssc/PSSCGuidelinesForTeachersAndParents.pdf 

Examples of excellent speeches can be found at: 

https://www.rostrum.com.au/act-primary-schools-speaking-competition 

 

Congratulations to the Year 5 String Ensemble for their performance at 

last weeks Assembly      
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Canteen Menu Assessment- we did it. 
In term 2, the Nutrition Australia assessed our menu against the National Healthy School Canteen 

Guidelines under the ACT Public School Food and Drink Policy. Using a traffic light system known as 

GREEN, AMBER, and RED the assessment categorised food and drinks according to their nutritional 

value, and levels of energy, saturated fat, fibre, sugar and salt.  

 

GREEN category means that the food and drinks are the best choices, AMBER is for ‘sometime food’ 

that should be selected carefully, and RED: should not be sold in schools. We are pleased to report that 

based on the assessment, our canteen performed well with 73% items sold in the canteen are GREEN, 

27% AMBER and no RED items sold at the canteen. This result is an improvement from last year’s 

assessment, which found 62% GREEN, 32% AMBER, and 6% RED. If you have any questions about 

the assessment or have feedback about our menu, please contact Clair or Ari at the canteen. 

 

Am I, a fruit or a vegetable? 
Did you know that avocados first arrived in Australia in 1840 in seed form, and were 

planted in the Royal Botanic Gardens in Sydney? Currently, the avocado orchards are 

in all states, except the ACT, and available all year around. 

 

So, is avocado a fruit or a vegetable? According to the Oxford dictionary, avocado is a 

“pear shape fruit” and botanists would classify it a berry. Technically, it is a fruit, but 

Nutritionists call it a healthy fat. Let’s face it, we don’t sit around eating whole avocados 

as a snack like we would eat an apple. We only need to eat ¼ of a large avo per serve or 

one whole a week.  

Five facts about avocados:  

1. Unlike fruits, avocados virtually contain no sugars. 
2.  They comprise of fats and fibre. 
3.  Contain mostly monosaturated fat- good fat which is good for our heart. 
4.  Source of folate- important for healthy cell development. 
5.  Packed with a large energy punch, the average size of an avo contains around 900 kj, compared to around 

350 kj for an apple (information taken from ACT Nutrition Australia, August edition newsletter). 

 

 

Many hands make light work 
Families and friends of the Ainslie School community are always welcome to pop in and lend a 

hand at Oishii Canteen. Whether it’s half an hour here or an hour there we’d l♥ve to see you so pop 

in any time to have a chat with Ari or Clair or drop us a line at oishiicanteen@gmail.com.  
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AINSLIE SCHOOL RUNNERS CLUB 

 

Running Club will be starts at 8.15am on Ainslie school top oval, unless otherwise indicated.  

Please bring quality running shoes and a drink bottle. 

 

The Dates for training this term are as follows: 

 
WEEK 2 

Monday 29th July: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 1st August - 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 3 

Tuesday 6th August: School Track & Field Carnival 
Thursday 8thth May 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 4 

Monday 12th August: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 15th August 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 5 

Monday 19th August: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 22nd August: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 26th August: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Wednesday 28th August:  8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Friday 30th August: North Gungahlin Track & Field Championships 
 

WEEK 7 

Monday 2nd September: 8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

Thursday 5th September:  8.15am Ainslie School Top Oval 

 

WEEK 8 

Tuesday 10th September: ACT Track & Field Championships 
 

All are welcome but more suitable for age groups of year 2 and upwards to keep up with the other runners. 

Please contact Colin Reid on 0432 591 640 or Craig Honeybrook on 0404 486 177 to join the Ainslie 

Running Club Whatsapp group. 
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Library News 

 
Term 3 every year means Book Week and it’s nearly here!!!! 

 
 

 
 
As the CBCA Book Week draws near, we’d like to announce the 5 events planned for Ainslie 
students and the wider Ainslie community to experience.  We are sure you’ll enjoy the following:  
 
Event 1:  Perform!Education “Big Dreams” performance https://www.performeducation.com/aus--

-book-week-in-schools 
Once again Perform!Education is visiting our school! 
Following the amazing feedback from teachers and students 
last year we are thrilled to announce their return 
engagement: 
When: Tuesday 13 August 2019 
Price:$8 
 
Event 2:  CBCA Book Week! 
https://www.cbca.org.au/shortlist-2019  

 

Opening hours for the library are Monday to Friday 8:40 – 8:55am. We invite you to take this 
opportunity to come up and visit! 
 
Check out  

• The latest additions to our library 

• The 2019 CBCA Shortlisted Books. Which one do YOU think will be 2019 CBCA Picture 
Book of the Year? 

• Share a book or two.  

 
 

Event 3 –  
Parent Message (Video approved for ed.act.edu.au) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AfHJ98jVAgM&feature=youtu.be 
Why have a book fair? http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookfairs/whyhost.asp 

https://www.performeducation.com/aus---book-week-in-schools
https://www.performeducation.com/aus---book-week-in-schools
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Preview the Book Fair Invite Here: 
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookfairs/assets/pdfs/Brochure_Invite.pdf 
Students will preview the display during book week to touch, feel and experience all the books on 
offer. At the end they will create a wish list – there is no obligation to purchase. A percentage of 
the sales will be returned to the library to purchase new books and resources.  
 
Event 4 Book Week Character Parade 

Every year the students look forward to dressing up as their favourite book character - and this 
year is no different.  

When – Friday 23 August 2019 

Where – Hall 

Time – 9.15am 

 

And lastly… 

Event 5 – “Reading Hour”  

When – Saturday 24th August 2019 

Time – 6-7pm in the Ainslie School library 

Come join us and share a book, catch up with friends and simply enjoy time with other community 
members.  

 

 

 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookfairs/assets/pdfs/Brochure_Invite.pdf
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