
 

 

 

 
 
 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to Science Week 2020. 
 
As communities around Australia explore the theme Deep Blue: innovations for the future of our oceans, this week we acknowledge 
the connection between preservation of environments and science as a human endeavour. The experiences we guide at Ainslie 
School support students to develop knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that support human dignity and stewardship of the Earth. 
Demonstrations of kindness, respect and responsibility apply to places and diverse life forms as well as the people we interact with 
each day. 
 
We congratulate our school captains Ben and Mattea of Gillard, Lottie and Henry of Rupert Smith, Bridie and Asher of Griffith, and 
Charlie and Orgil of Goodwin for rising to the challenge of arranging 400 children into a message that will be captured in a ‘Satellite 
Selfie’ this week. The code they are creating sets an ambitious goal for our students as leaders of the next generation. I know you’ll 
enjoy 1/2SB’s interpretations that feature later in this newsletter. 
 
I thank Dr Sophie Lewis, Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment for taking an interest in what is becoming the focus of 
a whole school inquiry, and the scientists within our community who have volunteered to connect with our students throughout the 
week.  Please remember to send a message through your child’s teacher or our school office team if you would like to join us to 
share your work and passion for science. 
 

KEEPING IT REAL:  CONNECTING LEARNERS WITH THE COMMUNITY 
Market Day is amongst the traditions that our students value and enjoy.  Through their current inquiry, Ainslie’s senior students are 
learning about how people design products, services and environments that contribute positively to our community.  
 
As their planning progresses, Year 5/6 classes are working with a range of experts to deepen their understanding.  Last week 
Soli Middleby, CEO of Australia Pacific Training Coalition, Stav, Ainslie’s Business Manager and Ms Lynette Daly, ACT Education’s 
Chief Financial Officer shared their insights into how decisions are made about spending money on behalf of the community. 
Questions that guided these conversations included: 
 
 What factors influence consumer choices and what strategies can be used to inform these choices? and 
 Why is it important to be informed when making consumer and financial decisions? 
 
We thank Stav, Lynette, Soli and the many business operators from Canberra’s CBD who are playing a part in this rich and rigorous 
learning experience.  
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 
Mon—Fri, 17—21 August Science Week 
Wednesday, 19 August  Understanding Autism: A Forum for Families and 
       Staff from 7:30—8:30pm 
    (https://meet.google.com/zmu-sxza-xbz?authuser=0&hs=122) 
Monday, 7 September  Year 6 Combined Band Practice with North Ainslie 
       Primary School 



 

 

UNIVERSITY CONNECTIONS 
This week we welcome the newest members of our student 
teacher team.  Gemma Baker from Swinburne University will 
be with Angela Pettersson and the Year 1/2 team, and 
Harry O’Connor from University of Technology Sydney will be 
with Faith Bentley and the Year 5/6 team. Both join us for the 
next three weeks. 
 

We are also looking forward to meeting and working with 30 
University of Canberra Initial Teacher Education students 
who are joining us for field work to develop understandings 
about teaching Mathematics.  Our Year 3/4 students will work 
with these preservice teachers for intensive small group 
experiences, and staff will play an important role in supporting 
them to make connections between theory and practice 
during tutorials at our school.  As we work alongside 
academics with diverse interests in the field of education, 
Ainslie’s students and education team benefit from resources 
and research engagement.  We are so proud of Ainslie 
School’s affiliation with the University of Canberra. 
 

All the best for the week ahead. 
 

Wendy Cave, Principal 
 

This week we have seen special effort from: 
Violet & Emily  1\2SB Keeping our playground clean 
       and tidy 
Noah & Tristan  3/4C Keeping our playground clean 
       and tidy  
 

From our Principal continued ... BOARD UPDATE 
  
The Ainslie School Board held its first meeting for Term 3. 
We discussed the impact on the school’s budget of the 
changed circumstances around COVID and adjustments 
that will need to be made. We have delayed sending out the 
request for voluntary contributions this year and considered 
alternative options to the usual process. A letter will go out 
to families later this term explaining the alternative 
arrangements. We also discussed the budget process going 
forward and the steps that will be taken leading to having 
next year’s budget ready by the end of November. The 
Board would like to recognise the work Business Manager, 
Stavroula Lourandos undertakes as part of this process and 
congratulates Stav on becoming permanent in the role.  
  
The results of the mid-year survey data were shared 
showing improvements on a number of indicators around 
staff connection, behaviour management and safety. The 
Board was also updated on the work the school is doing to 
continue creating a culture of positive behaviours for 
learning including building on shared expectations of 
students at term overview forums, sharing of good practice 
between teachers and further training for staff working 
specifically on positive behaviour for learning 
implementation. The impact of the school’s creative 
approach has been reflected in the multiple sources of data 
that the Board routinely discusses. The Board also enjoyed 
hearing examples of ways in which students across the 
years at Ainslie and the preschools are interacting with the 
curriculum in unique ways.  
 
Sarah Reid on behalf of the School Board 

SCIENTIST IN SCHOOLS 
 
Dr Gemma Farrell from the Australian National Botanic 
Gardens National Seedbank (who is also Violet and 
Noah’s mum, pictured below) will visit 1/2SB and 3/4C this 
week. She will support us in conducting an experiment on 
seed germination. Dr Farrell’s work concerns the 
conditions for germination of Australian native plant seeds. 
She will guide us to conduct a fair test to determine 
whether heat and/or light affect the germination of radish 
or lettuce seeds. We are so fortunate to have the 
opportunity to germinate seeds on agar just as Dr Farrell 
does as a professional scientist. 

PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS 
 
At Ainslie, the Protective Behaviours program is an important 
element of social and emotional development and wellbeing 
practices.  We aim to ensure students are mindful of the 
importance of being safe, feeling safe and talking about it.  Safety 
networks are explored and two key messages are highlighted. 
 

 We all have the right to feel safe all the time;  and 

 Nothing is so awful we can’t talk about it with someone. 
 
You can find further information about Protective Behaviours 
online at http://www.protective-behaviours.org.au or of course, 
through your child’s class teacher. 



 

 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS  YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
NMA Excursion  5/6B and others  Perm & payment by 28 Aug 

MEET OUR VOLUNTEER 
Anna (pictured right) and her family recently moved to Canberra and her son Marcus joined our Year 5/6 cohort. 
Anna heard that our school had a canteen, so she made contact with us. She loves cooking, no wonder it took no 
time for her to adapt in our kitchen. We showed her once how to make pizza breads and cheesy puffs, and ten 
minutes later, she made them beautifully without any assistance. Anna is also an expert in making sushi, she 
made more than 100 sushi orders in one day at a previous school. Anna believes that volunteering at our school 
gives her opportunity to give back to the community and engage with others. Welcome to Ainslie School Anna 
and thank you for giving your time to volunteer with us. 
 

DIY SCIENCE:  SHERBET FIZZ 
Happy National Science Week 2020 and what better way to test our curiosity in science. Please note we are passionate about eating 
healthy and lollipops are categorised as a discretionary item and may be consumed occasionally. 
 
What you need: icing sugar, sodium bicarbonate (baking soda), citric acid powder (found in the supermarket baking section), lollipops, 
plastic cups. 
 
Method:  Mix 1 tablespoon icing sugar, 1 teaspoon baking soda and 1 teaspoon citric acid. 
 

1. Lick your lollipop. 

2. Dip your wet lollipop into the mixture and lick the lollipop again. 

3. Feel what is happening on your tongue. 

4. Dip again (or eat the sherbet with a spoon) 

 
Experiment with different amounts of the ingredients but be careful not to have too much citric acid or it will taste very sour. 
 
What is happening? The dry ingredients are dissolving in the saliva in your mouth and then reacting with one another: acid + 
carbonate –> carbon dioxide + salt + water C6H8O7 + 3NaHCO3 –> 3CO2 + Na3C6H5O7 + 3H2O.  The fizzing you can feel is tiny bubbles 
of CO2 being produced and popping on your wet tongue (sourced from National Science Week: https://www.scienceweek.net.au/diy-
science/)  

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on 
land, traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also 
connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin 
and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, 
teachers and children. Their elders past, present and 
emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of sustaining 
the land that sustains our life and recognise that sovereignty 
of this land was never ceded.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Jesse, 
Primrose, Gryffin, Sebastian, Will, 
Anushka, Finn, Neve, Saoirse and Jordan. 

REMINDER ... 
 

… for families to fill in your 2020 School Satisfaction 
& Climate Survey. 



 

 

Ainslie School will be joining in the celebration of National Science Week by participating in the ACT’s Satellite Selfie. Many satellites 
look down at Earth to monitor the climate, oceans, or help with communications. Generally we don’t know when they are looking and 
they rarely give us the opportunity to say cheese before snapping a picture. The ACT Government has partnered with the ANU to 
provide us with precise times next week that a satellite will be recording images of Canberra so that we can send a message. The 
image will be uploaded to this website: 
 
https://inspiringtheact.org.au/satellite-selfie/ 
 
Further information about the project can also be found on the satellite selfie website. 
 
We are using this event to launch the first of Ainslie House Challenges in 2020. The members of Gillard, Rupert-Smith, Goodwin and 
Griffith have worked together to create a message representing Ainslie School’s commitment to reducing our ecological footprint. 
 
We are hoping for clear skies! 
 
Beck Palethorpe 

https://inspiringtheact.org.au/satellite-selfie/
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