
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to Children’s Week - a celebration of children’s rights, talents and citizenship.   
 
Each year a Children’s Week theme highlights an aspect of the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child. https://
humanrights.gov.au/our-work/childrens-rights  The theme for 2020 puts a spotlight on Article 15, 
 
Children have the right to meet with other children and young people and to join groups and organisations as long as this does not stop 
other people from enjoying their rights. 
 
School is an important meeting place for children and at Ainslie we cultivate conditions for learning about, and through, relationships with 
others.  The development of each child’s social, emotional and intercultural capabilities is fundamental work that we do.  To ensure the 
students of Ainslie School enjoy a happy and safe environment the expectations of kindness, respect and responsibility are communicated, 
modelled and rewarded across the school at every opportunity.   
 
As children explore social dynamics and strengthen dispositions as collaborators, problems create rich contexts for learning.  This week’s 
newsletter attachments, How it Works:  Successful Participation and When Things Go Wrong for Students describe our approach to guiding 
the growth of connected, empathetic and empowered young citizens. 
 

CARING FOR OUR PLACE 
A Children’s Week highlight will bring student leaders to a forum with the ACT’s Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment, 
Dr Sophie Lewis.  Representatives from Year 6 will be talking to students from local schools about sustainability and celebrating what they 
are doing at school to leave behind a healthy environment. With recycling, composting and gardening initiatives throughout the school, 
Ainslie has much to share.  Our senior students are to be commended for responding to the call to explore and measure our management of 
the special place we meet at every day. 
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 
Monday, 26—Friday 30 October  Children’s Week 
         Scholastic Book Fair in the Kamberra Room (9am—3pm) 
Monday, 26 October     Year 3/4 Term Overview Forum (5.30pm) 
         Link:  https://meet.google.com/jkg-qavj-oja 
Tuesday, 27 October    Year 5/6 boys Cricket Gala Day @ Harrison—Cancelled due to wet  
          weather 
         Year 1/2 Term Overview Forum (5.30pm—6pm) 
         Link:  https://meet.google.com/qwh-ebij-ozv 
Wednesday, 28 October    Kindergarten Excursion to Botanic Gardens (9.30am—2.30pm) 
         Masterplan Community Conversation:  School Lunches Initiative Online  
           Forum (5.30pm—6.30pm) 
Thursday, 29 October    Ainslie School Photo Day (K—Year 6) 
Friday, 30 October     Yurbay Cultural Session @ Reid Preschool (10am)      
         Open Classroom Enrichment Workshops in Haig Park (weather permitting) 
Wednesday, 11 November   Masterplan Community Conversation:  Boundary Fencing (5:30—6:15pm) 
Saturday, 14 November    Digital screening of Damon Gameau's film 2040 — details to come 
Sunday, 15 November    SALT Workshops @ Ainslie School — see attached flyer 
          (9.00am—12.30pm) 
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CREATING RESPONSIBLE COMMUNICATORS 
This year Children’s Week runs concurrently with the community’s recognition of Media Literacy Week.  In line with UNESCO’s Global 
Media and Information Literacy Week, public broadcasters and media literacy education associations around the world collaborate and 
share resources to equip people with the skills to become critical thinkers, effective communicators and engaged citizens. 
 
Enabling our students as critical creators and consumers of information is amongst the greatest gifts we can give in the information rich 
world they are part of.  
 
Through shared and personal inquiries young people at Ainslie develop skills and strategies for research.  They build ever increasing 
proficiency in: 
 

• identifying information they need; 

• understanding how information is organised; 

• identifying the best sources of information for a given need;  

• locating those sources; 

• evaluating the sources critically;  and  

• sharing that information.  
 
Ainslie’s Goodwin Library holds a vast collection that supports this learning and students are encouraged to borrow books each week.   If 
you would like to know a little more about our library and how it may support your family’s research and pleasure, please don’t hesitate to 
contact your child’s teacher.  We’d be delighted to help! 
 

BOOK FAIR 
While Book Week officially culminated with Friday’s character parade, the fun continues with opportunities to add to school and home 
libraries this week. 
 
Ainslie’s ground floor meeting room has been transformed into the Scholastic Book Fair.  With our sights set on ensuring each classroom 
library contains no fewer than 300 books, I have no doubt our students will enjoy creating wish lists with their teachers. 
  
Families are welcome to visit the Book Fair online this year, and you’ll find details, including how to purchase books in the following pages. 
 

LANGUAGE LEARNING AT AINSLIE 
As we guide each child’s journey through the Australian Curriculum:  Languages we provide opportunities for them to engage with 
Japanese as a language in addition to English, from Preschool to Year 6. We recognise a diversity of language learners in every classroom 
as students bring varying degrees of experience and proficiency in the language being learnt, as well as their particular affiliations with 
additional languages. With families from around the world, cultural and linguistic diversity are  strengths of Ainslie School. 
 
Ainslie’s  students, staff and wider community are becoming increasingly curious about Indigenous 
languages.  We’ve been inspired by the Acknowledgement of Country that our P&C Secretary, 
Danny Jowers Blain has modelled for us, and are beginning to engage a little more with Ngunnawal 
language.  I imagine the new sign on the meeting room door will provoke some wonder. 
 
A group of student coaches is soon to begin some further exploration in the area of Ngunnawal 
language.  We hope you enjoy following this journey through the newsletter and class communications. 
 

UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA CONNECTIONS 
This week we are very proud to be sharing the learning of students and staff at the University of Canberra’s Affiliated School’s Conference. 
Our presentation, The Place of the Arts in a School Improvement Journey examines critical success factors and the impact of working with 
creatives in residence.   
 
During the conference, Ms Faith Bentley will be recognised with an award for Outstanding Mentorship.  We are so proud that she is to be 
one of 5 recipients from a field of over 70 of the ACT’s finest educators supporting the future of the teaching profession. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

From our Principal continued ... 

http://https/en.unesco.org/events/global-media-and-information-literacy-week-2020


 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
 

Please let the Front Office know, as soon as 
possible, if your contact details change 

(home address and/or telephone numbers).  

PLEASE WELCOME … 
 

…  Chris who has joined 5/6B today. 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS   YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
Excursion to Botanical  Kindergarten   Perm & payment ASAP 
 Gardens 
Yurbay Cultural Session Reid Preschool  Perm & payment by  
            29/10 
Voluntary    All families   Contribution if possible 
  Contributions 
Curriculum Resources  All families   Contribution if possible 
Band     Year 5 & 6   Payment ASAP  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Evelyn, 
Liam, Matthew, Sebastian, Anika, Nari, 
Leo & Max, and Chan. 

REMINDER 
 

School Photos 
Thursday, 29 October:  K—Year 6 

CONGRATULATIONS … 
 
… to the following students who have received merit certificates. 

Kindergarten:  Community—Sim & Zachary, Excellence—
Jayce, Evan & Hugo, Responsibility—Kathryn, Eden, Joshua & 
Oliver, Respect—Lai Lai. 
 
1/2L:  Respect – Leila, Excellence – Orla, Responsibility – 
Bao Chau, Community – Evan, Kindness – Leroy  
 
1/2AM:  Kindness—Georgia, Community—Mia, Responsibility—
Rafe, Respect—Tommaso, Excellence—Amos 
 
1/2Z: Kindness  -  Nikahla, Community – Samuel, 
Responsibility – Kyan, Respect – Bruno, Excellence – Tammin 
 
1/2SB:  Excellence – Amanda, Respect – River, Responsibility – 
Hamish, Community – Theo, Kindness – Angelina  
 
1/2P:  Kindness—Eli, Respect—Albert, Responsibility—Belle, 
Excellence—Indi 
 
3/4W: Respect—Magnus & Chan  
 
3/4J:  Community—Jones, Excellence—Josie, Responsibility—
Leilani, Kindness—Maisie 
 
3/4C:  Excellence—Hayden & Tristan, Community—Addison 
 
3/4S:  Excellence—Nara & Eli, Kindness—Henry 
 
5/6B:  Community—Henry G-H, Owen & Chris, Kindness—Evie 
 
5/6H:  Community award for their support during market day  
 
5/6MR:  Excellence—Raahim, Community—Mimi & Maya, 
Respect—Millie 

CHESS - A FEW STEPS ON A BOARD OR A WINDOW TO THE WORLD? 
 

As a Mystery, chess has been mesmerizing humanity since ancient times, while pleasing their various interests in the form of a chimerian 
unity - as game, science, art and sport.  In times of an accelerated lifestyle implied by smartphones, video-games etc, concentration and 
memory are seriously endangered and disregarded, chess can offer efficient problem solving measures. Children stay focused during the 
entire game, are relying on their own thinking and decision making in accordance with their prior knowledge and they are also bearing the 
consequences of those in a fair-play way. 
 

At the after school Wednesday chess classes, beside learning and practicing opening theory, tactics, strategic thinking and endgame 
techniques, students are also developing their memory, analytical, logical abstract and efficient thinking, as well as divergent thinking 
about multiple solutions, recognition of relations, creativity etc. 
 

The lessons start at 3:30pm, run until 5:25pm and the cost for a term is $120. My instructions, based on the decades of pract ical and 
theoretical experience, might help dedicated students in finding and pursuing the narrow path to master class.  If interested, come along 
and with enhanced, exact logical thinking discover and refine your most valuable personal qualities! 
 

Contact:  endre.ambrus@gmail.com  Phone:  0401 584605 

Masterplan Community Conversation: 
Fuel for Thought Program: 

Introduction to School Lunches Programs 

mailto:endre.ambrus@gmail.com


 

 

BOOK WEEK
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