
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
With Olympic fever in the air, we congratulate Ainslie School’s athletes on their participation in the 2021 Athletics Carniva l last 
Wednesday.  The weather was kind, the organisers prepared and the cheer squads supportive and proud.  I thank the Year 5/6 team for 
their coordination of this year’s carnival and Ainslie’s House Captains for their stellar leadership of friends and peers in the lead up, and 
during the day.  
 
We look forward to recognising place getters on their achievements at the Year 1/2 assembly on Friday, 6 August. 
 
Year 5/6 Boys also did Ainslie proud as participants in the Jamie Pearlman Basketball Cup 
on Tuesday.  Staff team managers, Claire Rummery and Harry Muir were impressed with the 
teamwork, responsibility and respectful participation of our teams.  Finn, Adam, Will L, 
Bobby, Henry, Max, Zac, Will F, Lachlan and Luke are pictured (right) at the Jamie Pearlman 
Cup. 
 
Girls and middle primary basketball teams will take to the courts later this term.  Watch this 
space for further information, or feel free to contact Claire Rummery by email 
claire.rummery@ed.act.edu.au, or  through the front office team. 
 
ROSTRUM PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 
What a magnificent experience the Rostrum Public Speaking quarter final was, and how proud we were of our finalist, Josie Scully-
O’Shea and our hosting school captains at Tuesday evening’s event. 
 
Rostrum Officials, judges, visiting families and teachers were treated to high quality speeches from 8 competitors representing all school 
sectors across the ACT.  We were so excited when Josie was announced the winner - an accolade that will take her to a semi final later 
this year. 
 
We thank Anne Westerman, Chris Wells and Claire Rummery, Ainslie’s Rostrum coordinators for making sure competition proceedings 
are in flow and look forward to sharing updates from Josie’s journey. 
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2021 Dates to Remember 
        
Tuesday, 27 July   Year 6 Combined Band Practice @ 9.45—11am 
       Year 3/4 Forum @ 7—7.30pm 
       https://meet.google.com/man-rrwo-fcr  
Wednesday 28 July   Kindergarten Forum @ 7.30—8pm (Link to come) 
Thursday, 29 July    School Board Meeting @ 7.30am 
       P&C Meeting @ 6—7pm   
Friday, 30 July    Green & Gold Day     
Monday, 2 August   Year 3/4 Drill Hall Gallery - rescheduled from 26 July 
Friday, 6 August    Assembly hosted by Year 1/2 (including acknowledgement of 
       place getters from the Athletics Carnival) 
Friday, 13 August   Winter Walk and Ride to School 
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CULTIVATING POSITIVE AND RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
Last week I had the pleasure of meeting with educators, academics and community representatives for an exploration of Respectful 
Relationships at the University of Canberra’s roundtable.  
 
Diversity is a strength of the Ainslie School community and personalising learning is a principle that drives the 
education team.  While no two learners are the same, we know that we all need to show, and be shown 
kindness, respect and responsibility in order to thrive.  These values support human dignity, and are modelled, 
guided, monitored, acknowledged and celebrated every day at Ainslie.   
 
Last week’s visits from Ainslie’s Human Library provided a fitting illustration of our focus on diversity and 
inclusion.  We thank Pat Chapman (pictured right), Andy Ivens, Srey Tith Hac, Dr Maxine Cooper and 
Carolyn Macleod for demonstrating that everyone has a story and that judging a book by its cover is fraught. 
 

STAYING CONNECTED 
The importance of the partnership between a child’s home and school was a recurring point of conversation at the UC’s Respectful 
Relationships Roundtable.  While opportunities to support wellbeing and social and emotional capability are embedded in programs and 
practices of schools, students and community experts, shared findings that most children and young people seek information regarding 
relationships, identity and sexuality from their friends and parents.   
 
Supporting student confidence, emerging identities and social capability is a team effort.  As your children’s first and continuing teachers, 
the knowledge that families bring about your child is vast.  Educators know our children as they present at school.  They bring expertise in 
typical child development and the learning process.  Interaction between us positions our students for success.  
 
Our teaching teams have valued the opportunity to engage with parents whilst bringing class Term Overviews to life at online forums.  We 
thank families who joined us for the 1/2 and 5/6 forums last week, and hope 3/4 and Kindergarten families are able to link in for 
conversations from home this week. 
 
We look forward to connecting through the many channels, and face to face when possible, in the weeks ahead.  Please remember that 
no problem is ever too large or small to raise with us in the interests of successful learning.  We love to hear about the achievements of 
our students beyond the school day too.   
 
Classroom teachers can be contacted by email or through our front office team. 
 

ONLINE SAFETY 
Online safety is an important element of our shared work. Technology and the online environment has an ever increasing role in the 
communications landscape in which our children grow.   Ainslie’s staff value working with the people and resources of the Office of the 
eSafety Commissioner.  You will find information about a Parent and Carer Webinar series later in this newsletter, eSafety’s Online Guide 
to Online Sexual Harassment and Image Based Abuse.  Please take a look and consider taking part. 
 

YOUMOVE UPDATE 
We are very proud to be piloting the YouMove program, alongside Dr Sally Bromley and have valued the input of a parent advisory team 
in its implementation at Ainslie School.  YouMove aims to strengthen our young people, physically, socially and emotionally.  So far, 
senior girls have been introduced to strength training.  This week, we continue to collect baseline data, which includes a wellbeing 
survey.  These results will inform our approach to next steps for the program.  
 
If you would like to know a little more about the program, please don’t hesitate to connect with Faith Bentley, or advisory group 
members,  parents Sarah Oleson,  Jodie Griffiths-Cook and Damien Skinner.  Dr Sally would also welcome conversations and she can be 
contacted through our school office team. 
 

SUPPORTING THE GIFTS AND TALENTS OF OUR STUDENTS 
Gifted students have the potential to perform at a level that is significantly beyond that of the majority of other children of the same age, in 
one or more skill areas such as language, problem solving, physical or interpersonal skills. Gifted students display generic abilities that 
can be developed into different skills, depending on activities they engage in. For example, manual dexterity (a natural physical ability), 
can be shaped into the particular skills of a pianist, a dentist or a video-game player. 
 

Teachers draw on a range of strategies to cater for students with identified gifts. Developmentally appropriate programs allow students to 
access meaningful learning opportunities through personal inquiry and enrichment experiences.  Counselling, mentoring and acceleration 
options may also be provided. 
 

Our practices reflect the ACTED’s Gifted and Talented Students Policy 2014, which is available at www.education.act.gov.au. Ainslie’s 
policy implementation guidelines are attached.  
 

From our Principal continued ... 
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SAFETY REMINDER 
 

Be Covid Safe 
 

https://actedu.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/
Intranet-Education/Shared%20Documents/20210720%
20-%20SB%20-%20W2N1%20-%20Flu%20eflyers-
Schools%202021.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=nD9RQL  
 

• Wash your hands 

• Keep physically distant 

• Stay home if you are unwell 

• Use the Check in CBR App on arrival at Ainslie 
School 

PLEASE WELCOME … 
 

…  Sophie (Reid Preschool) and her family to Ainslie. 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS   YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
Term letters    K—Year 6   For information 
Drill Hall Gallery   Yr 3/4    New perm note ASAP 
Community Walks   Yr 5/6    Perm note ASAP 
Sue Geh Cup    Yr 5/6 girls   Perm note & payment 
           2 Aug 

From our Principal 

continued ... 
Gifted and Talented Parent Fact Sheets can be accessed at 
https://www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/g-and-
talented-education 
 

Please contact Carolyn Macleod or your child’s teacher for 
additional information on Gifted and Talented education at Ainslie 
School. 
 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
This week brings together parents, staff and neighbours for P&C 
and School Board meetings.  These groups provide space for 
reflection, connection and interaction that supports the delivery of 
playful and sophisticated education services at Ainslie School.   
 

All are welcome to the P&C meeting this Thursday night and you 
will find further information later in this newsletter. 
 

The School Board, which is an elected body, will meet on 
Thursday morning for reports on progress and consideration of 
operational requirements for our work towards the school’s 
strategic priorities.  The past 3 years have seen extensive work 
towards enabling students to: 
 

• compose texts with agency and impact; and 

• use mathematics with agency and impact. 
 

Our current Board plays an important role in considering 
wellbeing data, systematic curriculum delivery, and resources and 
infrastructure, to serve current and projected needs of our 
children and community. 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact Judith Blake, P&C President, or 
Sarah Reid, Ainslie’s School Board Chair, if you would like to 
learn a little more about these important bodies and the work they 
do. 
 

All the best for the week ahead. 
 

Wendy Cave 
Principal 

The next Ainslie School P&C General Meeting will discuss 
options for providing Out of School Hours Care services 
from January 2022 onwards. No decisions will be taken at 
this meeting, but it's an opportunity to have your say. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
At Ainslie we love to share information about the people, 
programs and priorities.  Digital modes of connection that 
complement the Altiora Newsletter include: 
 

 The Ainslie School Website; 

 The Ainslie School P&C Website; 

 The Ainslie School Sustainability Facebook page; 

 Friends of Ainslie School Instagram; 

 Zouwer Projects Instagram; 

 Oishii Canteen Instagram;  and 

 Class Seesaw pages. 

YEAR 6 COMBINED BAND 
PRACTICE 

Tuesday, 27 July @ 9.45—11am 
 

Parents welcome to join us at the 
performance from 10.45am. 

WINTER WALK & RIDE 
 

Winter Walk & Ride to school week aims to encourage 
students to choose active travel by walking or riding to school 
even during the colder months. 
 

Groups will leave from Haig Park, Corroboree Park and 
Gorman Arts Centre at 8:40am on Friday, 13 August .  Each 
student will receive one raffle ticket and go in the draw for a 
chance to win 1 of 3 Oishii lunch vouchers.  We hope you can 
join us.  
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2021 SCHOOL SATISFACTION & CLIMATE SURVEY 
 
Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in Years 4—12 about their experience of public 
education. The 2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online from 13 August—3 September. The survey 
results will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about how to improve our school. No personal identifying 
information will be provided to any school or college. 
 
For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will receive: 
 

• A letter about the student survey for families of students in Years 4—6 outlining the reasons for collection and privacy 
provision for the data; and 

 

• An email about the parent survey, including a unique link to access the survey. Genuine survey invitation emails will 
have the title "The 2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey is now open!" and will be sent from EDU Surveys 
& Evaluation with 'from' address EDU@qualtrics-survey.com. 

 
If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your junk email folder; if it is not there, send your contact details to 
EDUSurveysandEvaluation@act.gov.au to request a survey invitation. If you would prefer a hard copy, please contact our school 
office team.  
 
The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Urdu, 
Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish and Telugu. Respondents can select their preferred language when they start the survey. A 
shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers Survey is also available in the following 5 languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen 
and Mon. These surveys will be available at the Front Office. 
 
For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and carers, staff and students as 
possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take part. 
 

For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey  

WELLBEING REMINDER 
 
A student in our school is currently receiving treatment which results in a lowered immune system.  This 
means the student is more prone to getting ill from infections. As the student is not contagious but has a 
chronic illness, it is important he/she participates actively in the day to day school program without any major 
limitations. 
 
A major concern is that if this student develops measles, chickenpox, whooping cough or influenza, he/she 
could become seriously ill.  We seek your cooperation in preventing this situation. 
 
If your child has or may have measles, chicken pox or another infectious illness please: 
 
1. Do not send them to school. 
2. Notify the School Principal as soon as possible. 
3. Take them to your GP or medical centre to confirm diagnosis if possible. 

On Friday, 30 July, Ainslie School is 
going to turn green and gold. 
 
This day is about painting the 
country in our national colours and 
being proud of Australia’s sporting 
achievements. It’s about all 
Australians coming together and 
celebrating the green and gold. 
 
Please wear your green and gold on 
Friday, 30 July and join the 
excitement of the Tokyo Olympics! 

mailto:EDU@qualtrics-survey.com
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COMMUNITY NOTICES  

ESAFETY:  PARENT AND CARER WEBINAR SERIES 
 

These webinars will help parents and carers understand non-consensual sharing of intimate images. They are designed 
for parents and carers of young people aged 13—18 years. Participants will learn about: 
 

• the difference between online sexual harassment and image-based abuse; 
 

• how to report online sexual harassment and image-based abuse to social media companies; 
 

• how to report image-based abuse to the Office of the eSafety Commissioner and when to report to police;  and 
 

• where to get support if you feel upset or worried about something that has happened online. 
 
There are several dates available across July, August and September. 
 

Register for eSafety parent guide to online sexual harassment and image-based abuse 
 

Contact Nicole Agius on 02 6205 9469 or nicole.agius@act.gov.au 

Come and build yourself at Two Sheds Workshop, 
Woodwork for Women and Kids.  Places still available in 
kid’s classes in Wanniassa.  Build your own projects and 
build skills for life. 
 

For more information go to 
www.twoshedsworkshops.com.au/workshops-and-classes/ 

Ever wanted to learn an instrument, form a band and write a 
song? Girls Rock! Canberra is back with our 2021 ROCK 
CAMP program. At Rock Camp, you'll form a band, learn an 
instrument (bass, guitar, vocals, drums or electronic music), 
watch live music performances from local acts, participate in 
creative workshops (like making zines and screen printing 
band t-shirts) and write an original song to be performed at 
the end of the week.  
 

No music experience necessary. 
For more information go to 

www.girlsrockcanberra.com.au 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8331659724914836752
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twoshedsworkshops.com.au%2Fworkshops-and-classes%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53f6f704a33a48e9174308d94b61c0f0%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637623706124077014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d

