
 

 

 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to the first of our Monday newsletters for 2020.  We hope that the routine of sending school messages home each Monday 
assists you in planning your week ahead.  Newsletters are an important part of our home/school communication, with regular updates 
around programs and community events.  They can also provide an authentic text for shared reading and spark interesting conversations 
with your child. 
 
We use our newsletter to celebrate the special achievements of our students.  Since learning doesn’t only happen between 9 and 3, we 
encourage you to share news that happens beyond the school day.  A quick note or email to the front office (leesa.frame@ed.act.edu.au)
or your child’s teacher can help us to provide this important recognition.  
 
Technology has a very important place in the communication landscape at Ainslie.  Our website www.ainslies.act.edu.au is a helpful 
starting point for general information.  Ainslie’s Facebook page promotes school activities, along with just-in-time updates about programs 
and events. Teachers appreciate and use email and phone contact, and of course families are welcome to drop into school at any time. 
The use of the Seesaw platform by all classes this year will complement the suite of channels we offer to provide families with insight into 
classrooms.  Teachers will be sharing more about this with you at open classroom sessions on Thursday evening. 
 
Each week we have whole school gatherings.  Assemblies on the playground every Monday morning are a time for students and families 
to connect and hear about activities planned for the week.  More formal assemblies take place every fortnight at 12:30pm on Friday 
afternoons. These are typically hosted by a team of classes and offer a snapshot of recent learning.  Class awards are presented at 
assemblies to celebrate special effort, demonstrations of our school values and examples of learning dispositions in action. This week’s 
assembly will be hosted by our school captains. 
 

WHAT MAKES A TEACHER OF QUALITY? 
Last week,  I was privileged to join Mr David deCarvalho, Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA) for a conversation with the heads of Principals Associations across the ACT.  David reminded us of 5 qualities he 
believes great teachers bring. As I reflect on the week  we’ve just shared, I know Ainslie’s team would rate highly in his estimation.   
 
Our team’s openness to new learning, and commitment to providing respectful and structured learning environments has 
featured strongly this week, as classroom routines are being established to support connections between people, places and programs 
across the school. 
 
Our newly established planning room has been the setting for rich conversations around the implementation of the Australian 
Curriculum.  With larger teams, spanning broader bands of schooling, our students are set to benefit from the collaboration of teachers 
who bring specialised subject knowledge and diverse passions.  
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 
Thursday, 13 February   Welcome Picnic and Open Classrooms (5—7pm) 
Friday, 14 February    Assembly hosted by School Captains (12.30—1pm) 
Tuesday, 18 February   Board Meeting (5.30—7pm) 
Wednesday, 19 February  Masterplan Community Conversation:  Yerra Courtyard Plans 
        (5.30-6.30pm) 
Wednesday, 26 February  Swimming Carnival @ Big Splash (9.30am—2.30pm) 
 

Monday—Wednesday, 
2—4 March      Year 5/6 Camp 
 

Weeks 3—5      Parent / Teacher Meetings:  Aspirations and Goals 

http://www.ainslies.act.edu.au


 

 

As we continue to build a culture of inquiry at Ainslie, inspiring questions and fanning flames of wonder is our core business, 
and fundamental to our growth and continuous improvement. 
 
Teachers at Ainslie anchor their decisions in their understanding of the purposes of education, as reflected in the Australian 
Curriculum.  In the words of Mr deCarvalho, this involves: 
 
Developing in students a commitment to thoughtful, honest, purposeful human agency, respectful of others and embracing the common 
concerns of one’s communities, this is the wider objective of the calling of a teacher: to help young people come to know themselves 
and the power they have to change the world. 
 
I trust you will enjoy growing to know the teachers of quality who will be working with your children every day. They are looking forward 
to meeting families this Thursday evening during Open Classroom sessions and engaging more specifically through Parent-Teacher 
meetings in the coming weeks. Your teacher will be providing details soon. 
 

WELCOME PICNIC 
We are looking forward to catching up with families and meeting those new to the Ainslie community at a Picnic on the Playground 
(weather permitting) this Thursday, 13 February from 5—7pm.  Classrooms will be open during the evening for tours led by your 
children. I know they are looking forward to showing you the learning spaces they are helping to create. 
 
Teachers will be available in their classrooms throughout the evening to share information about class routines and they will provide a 
general overview of Term 1 programs at the following times: 
 
  5—5:30pm Kindergarten  
  5:30—6:00pm 1/2 Teacher Talks  
  6:00—6:30pm Year 3/4 Teacher Talks 
  6:30—7:00pm Year 5/6 Teacher Talks 
 

BASE 
This week, our Kindergarten teachers are preparing the online systems that will support BASE testing in Weeks 3 and 4. BASE has 
replaced the Performance in Primary Schools (PIPS) program that has been a feature of our practice for many years. 
 
BASE is a computer based assessment program that assists Kindergarten teachers to determine what their students know about 
literacy, numeracy and phonological awareness (sounds in language) when they enter school. The program is used by schools in all 
Australian states and territories, and provides one source of baseline data to help teachers as they design personalised learning 
experiences.  We know that the one-to-one assessment session will also provide a positive experience of connection between our 
kindergarten students and their teachers.  
 
A brochure for Kindergarten families will be sent home this week and our Kindergarten team, Sue Corrigan, Wayde Margetts and 
Anne Westerman (Team Leader) will be happy to assist you with further information about BASE. 
 

KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY SAFE 
The new year may bring new after school arrangements for families and in these early weeks it is timely to revisit routines for travelling 
to and from school with your child.   
 
We thank families for commencing the year with mindfulness as we access the school car parks.  Classes will visit these spaces during 
the week and explore the signage that is sometimes overlooked.  I thank drivers for acknowledging the designated ‘no stopping’ and ‘set 
down and pick up’ areas in particular. 
 
Our boundary curbs can be busy places at drop off and pick up time.  As children progress through the school years, you may like to 
discuss alternative pick up points with them.  Walking part way supports wellbeing - of people and the planet - and active streets build 
connected communities.  The map of surrounding streets, available at https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-
for-schools (scroll down and zoom in) may support this conversation. 
 
Wishing you all the best for the week ahead and looking forward to seeing you on Thursday evening. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

From our Principal continued ... 

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-for-schools
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-for-schools


 

 

THANK YOU … 
 
… to Dyson Australia for their generous contribution of air 
purifiers to Ainslie and other ACT public schools. 

CONGRATULATIONS ... 
 
… to Sofia S (Year 6, 2019) who competed in the ACT 
Swimming Championships on the weekend and in the 11 Years 
age group won a Gold medal for the 50 metre backstroke and a 
silver medal in the 100 metre backstroke. She also had three 
fourth places. 

NOTES HOME — during Week 2 
EVENT DETAILS    YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
Kindergarten term letter  Kindergarten   For information 
Year 1/2 term letter   Year 1/2    For information 
Year 3/4 term letter   Year 3/4    For information 
Year 5/6 term letter   Year 5/6    For information 
Year 5/6 Camp    Year 5/6    Perm notes, medical 
              forms & payment by 14/2 
Swimming Carnival   Years 3—6   Perm note, medical form 
              & payment by 21/2 
Medical Information 
  & Consent Form    Every child   ASAP 
Detailed Student 
  Information Form    Every child   ASAP 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will celebrate a birthday this week:  Zlata, Maisy, Leila, Leon, Ethan, Ryan, 
Amos, Hayden and Ben. 
 

Also to the following students who celebrated a birthday last week:  Vivienne, Sihyeon, Zenn, Anh,  Sebastian S, Anshika, 
Sophia, Lucas, Lila, Stirling, Bao Chau, Eleanor, Astrid, and Ethan. 

THE NEWS GUYS 
 
Last Friday, Ainslie’s News Guys dropped in on some Year 7 starters at Campbell High School to 
hear about their first week.  Ethan and Raahim (pictured right) will be tracking their experience 
through the first year of high school in a series about transitions. 

TEACHER FUN FACT 
 
Which teacher is a member of the Cloud Appreciation 
Society? 

STUDENT INFORMATION 
 
This week a Medical Information & Consent Form and a 
Detailed Student Information Form will be sent home with your 
children.   
 
Please complete the Medical Information & Consent Form and 
amend (as necessary) the Detailed Student Information Form 
and return both to the Front Office as soon as possible. 

 
(Wayde Margetts) 



 

 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on land, 
traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also connected to this 
land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin and the Wiradjuri peoples. We 
acknowledge their mothers, teachers and children. Their elders past, 
present and emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of sustaining 
the land that sustains our life and recognise that sovereignty of this land 
was never ceded.  

CREATIVE-IN-RESIDENCE — NAOMI ZOUWER 
 
I'm very happy to be back at Ainslie School again this year as Creative-in-Residence. I’m really excited to build on the work I did last year 
with students and teachers and also look forward to more community collaborations. I will continue to provide educational services for 
15 hours a week from 9am—3pm, Monday—Wednesday .  
  
Open Studio will be held at lunchtime on a Wednesday in Term 1 - so tell your children, and parents and carers are welcome to come too! 
  
On Monday mornings from Week 3, I will be facilitating Drawing with parents and carers sessions (9.15—10.30am). Look out for the easels 
and join in. All materials provided, no experience necessary. We usually draw the building because it’s so beautiful! 
  
On Thursdays I will be working on my own project that is about A few of my favourite things.  I'm working on building up imagery for a 
Megalo residency I have been awarded in April where I plan on making a series of screen-printed fabric designs. Everyone is welcome to 
pop in and see how it's developing over the term. 
 
On Fridays I will be off-site teaching big people at The School of Art and Design at the Australian National University. 
  
Over the next two terms I hope to connect the teachers and students with the Drill Hall Gallery again, this time to see Ham Darroch: 
Propeller and later in April the Exhibition, Endeavour Voyage – The Untold Stories of Cook and the First Australians opens at the 
National Museum - this exhibition will include a few works made by last years Year 4 students as part of a series of workshops I ran for the 
Museum. The works and the school are also mentioned in the catalogue essay I have co-written with one of the curators — so that’s pretty 
exciting! 
  
If you would like to get in touch with me my email is naomi@thecreativepractise.com or just come and knock on the door of the studio. 
  
Naomi Zouwer 

We have loved every minute of Week 1, especially meeting our new customers.  Rikki from Kindergarten (pictured right) 
was delighted with her first purchasing experience. 
 

Notes for successful ordering 
 

1. When you place an order for your child, please specify whether the order is for recess or lunch time. 
2. If you use Flexischools to order online we ask you to ensure that your child’s class is updated in the system. 
3. Don’t forget we have Eftpos. 
 

Reasons to volunteer 
 Volunteering at Oishii is a great way to connect with staff and other families.  
 
 It means a lot to our little people to see their loved ones taking part at their school.  It contributes to a culture of trust and care which 
helps young people to understand that they belong and they are safe to grow and explore here. 
 
 Be a lifelong learner! Whether it’s improving your English, learning how to make something new to you, working an industrial 
dishwasher or finding out ‘what the kids are listening to these days' at our lunch-time dance parties.  There’s something for everyone to 
learn at Oishii. 
 
 It might make you live longer! We haven’t crunched the numbers but we think this adds up. Studies have shown that volunteers 
appear to be happier people and happier people live longer.  It’s all about connection. 
 
 Add to your resume. As a volunteer you can obtain a working with vulnerable people card from the ACT Government for free and 
learn valuable kitchen and customer service skills. 
 
All are welcome and no amount of time is too little.  Willingness is the only requirement to become part of our volunteers team. 

https://www.megalo.org/about
https://dhg.anu.edu.au/
https://dhg.anu.edu.au/
https://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/endeavour-voyage-untold-stories-cook-first-australians
mailto:naomi@thecreativepractise.com


 

 

Community Notices 

INNER NORTH NETBALL CLUB 
 
We are a community-minded club that plays on Saturdays in the North Canberra Netball Competition (NCNC) and are always 
looking for new players!  
 
Boys and girls are eligible to play in junior and set teams until they are 12 years old and this year there will be a mixed competition 
for 13—15 year olds in which we plan to enter teams. 
 
NCNC grading games will commence on 14 March with competition games starting in April. We had a hugely successful year in 
2019 and are looking forward to maintaining the momentum! 
 

For more information contact us at:  innetball.register@gmail.com     www.innc.asn.au         facebook.com/
innernorthnetballclub 



 

 

SAFETY REMINDER 
 

When crossing Limestone 
Avenue, be sure to use the lights 
and look both ways.  

Community Notices continued .. WODEN VALLEY YOUTH CHOIR 
 
Woden Valley Youth Choir has provided music 
education to hundreds of students from ACT and 
surrounding region for over 50 years. WVYC 

offers a dynamic choral program for young people aged 8—25 
and we are proud to provide so many positive benefits to our 
members: the value of learning to sing with confidence, positive 
self-esteem and performance skills, which will hold them in good 
stead for the rest of their lives. WVYC is a not-for-profit 
community choir with a strong music education program. We 
don’t just sing – we become musicians. 
 

OPEN DAY AND AUDITIONS 
WVYC will hold an open day on Tuesday, 18 February. Auditions 
will follow, for those interested on Saturday, 22 February. We 
have vacancies in all choirs although quite limited places in our 
high school/university age treble voice choir. We are especially 
keen to audition more young men for our changing and changed 
voices choir, Centauri Voices 
 
For more information on open day times and auditions please go 
to http://wvyc.org.au and download an application form or email 

info.wvyc@gmail.com or phone 1300 599 655. 

 
ALL GIRLS are invited to visit their local 
guide unit and find out what guides get up to. 
 
Guides have FUN indoors and outdoors, 
learn new skills and make new friends. 
Guides is for girls aged 5 –18 years. 
Local guide units meet once a week at the 
Guide halls in Lister Cres, Ainslie and 
Clianthus St, O'Connor. 
 

To find out more, go to:  
https://www.girlguides-nswact.org.au/ 

http://wvyc.org.au/
mailto:info.wvyc@gmail.com


 

 

Community Notices continued ... 

BRADDON TENNIS CLUB  
Tennis anyone? After School and Saturday tennis lessons for kids and 

adults in Term 1, 2020 
  
The Braddon Tennis Club is conveniently located adjacent 
to Ainslie Primary School and tennis lessons are available 
in Term 1, 2020 for kids and adults. 
  
Our lessons are very popular with Ainslie Primary School students and 
the Ainslie After School Program, with many kids enjoying our fun, skills-based 
classes. Our lessons are for beginner to intermediate players unless noted 
otherwise. 
  
The Term 1 program will commence from Week 1, Monday, 3 February 2020 and 
will run for 10 weeks, the cost for 10 lessons is $175. Our lesson timetable is 
outlined below: 


