
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to Week 8 - our first five day one, with all students for a very long while!  
 

ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL 
Community involvement has always been a part of the Ainslie School experience that families, teachers and support staff enjoy.  We foster 
connections through events and activities and our P&C has a long history of enabling support and participation.  A search is still on for a 
Secretary for the P&C’s 2020 Committee as Melynda McDonald is stepping aside. Melynda and P&C President, Rob Harrison are happy to 
provide further information about this role.   
 
The use of video conferencing has become a feature of our communications landscape and the P&C’s use of this mode has connected 
new faces and old friends positively.  We look forward to blending opportunities for face to face and online meetings in the future. 
  

WHAT I WISH I’D KNOWN BEFORE LOCKDOWN:  SUPPORTING CONNECTIONS FOR LEARNING 
The period of remote learning brought the need for connections between adults in children’s home and school lives into sharp focus.  It 
also offered us an opportunity to use digital platforms in ways we hadn’t before.  This Thursday’s general meeting of the P&C will bring 
parents and teachers together in a conversation about learning and supporting the children we share.   We  look forward to hearing about 
the successes, challenges and curiosities lockdown presented for parents.  Our Deputy Principal, Sophie Bissell and classroom teachers 
will be guiding the conversation to help us make sense of what we noticed and needed.   
 

SLOWER STREETS INITIATIVE 
Ainslie’s children are active people and every day teachers use planned, guided and spontaneous opportunities to build and re inforce 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and values in real world contexts.  Movement is deeply embedded in learning experiences as classes 
use spaces within and beyond the school boundaries.   Moving around the neighbourhood provides the perfect context for developing road 
sense and regard for rules that support safety.  You’ll find the document How it Works: Outdoor Learning Spaces attached to this 
newsletter.  It  describes the magnificent settings our children use routinely.  
 
This week, I look forward to joining a briefing about the TCCS Slower Streets initiative, which encourages safer driver behaviours.  We’ll be 
exploring possibilities for engagement between students, the P&C and local residents’ groups.  Please let me know if you would like further 
information and watch this space for an update.  
 

MAKING MUSIC AT AINSLIE 
A walk through Ainslie School on any day brings many highlights.  Last week one of mine was being part of a techno percussion jam 
session with Wayde Margetts and his kindergarten musicians. Another occurred during a virtual tour through the Seesaw platform, where I 
enjoyed a rendition of The Fizz Song by the extraordinary body percussionists of Baker Gardens Preschool. 
 
Research into the connection between the arts, literacy and numeracy informs our work at Ainslie and we ensure every student engages in 
high quality visual and performing arts opportunities.  Experiences such as the ones I enjoyed with our early years classes form part of 
a music program that engages students with their teachers along with visiting and school based music specialists.  We value the support 
and expertise of the Canberra Symphony Orchestra who provide masterclasses and opportunities for our students to create with, perform 
alongside and respond to world class artists. 
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From our Principal  

 
Ainslie School 

Donaldson Street 
Braddon   ACT    2612 

Tel 6142 3060 
Fax 6142 3062 

Board Chair           Sarah Reid                    0413 831 546 
 

P&C President   Rob Harrison   0411 111 566            

The Ainslie School Newsletter 
 

Monday, 15 June 2020 

2020 Dates to Remember 
 

Tuesday, 16 June   Board Meeting @ 5.30pm (via voice conference) 
Thursday, 18 June   P&C General Meeting 8pm 
Thursday, 25 June   Semester 1 Reports home (via email) 

Satisfaction Surveys 

Hard copies available at the Front Office 



 

 

The link below will take you to some work from a member of our advisory team, the Ainslie School Arts Collective’s Dr Anita Collins.  We 
are privileged to learn from her and so inspired by her findings.   I hope you enjoy her messages too. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/anita_collins_how_playing_an_instrument_benefits_your_brain?language=en  
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

From our Principal continued ... 

CONGRATULATIONS ... 
 
… to Lily (3/4W) who came 4th in the SSACT 
virtual cross country carnival in the under 
9 years girls. 

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS 
 
Holiday happenings has gone digital! 
Go to:  www.holidayhappenings.com.au/online-booklet  

SEMESTER 1 REPORTS 
 
Reports will be emailed to families on Thursday, 25 June. 
Can you please let the Front Office team know if your email 
address has changed or if you would like a hard copy of 
your child’s report. 

END OF DAY ROUTINES 
 
Inclement weather can sometimes create the need for 
adjustments to after school arrangements.  While it is timely to 
remind children to follow routines when making their way 
home from school, it is also important to discuss alternative 
plans just in case a bus is missed or a carer is delayed. 
 
We encourage families to explore the Active Streets 
resources which encourage safety and wellbeing through 
walking and riding to school.  These resources are available 
at http://paf.org.au/ride-or-walk-to-school  

DRIVERS 
 
We thank you for using our Kiss and Drop spot at the front 
of the school. 
 
Please remember that walking part way is a great way for 
students and families to begin their day.  Consider finding a 
drop off point.  You’ll find plenty of parking available up until 
9:00am on the streets a block or two away from Ainslie 
School.  Active Streets logos indicate reasonable 
distances for growing legs and direct routes to 
school. 
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https://www.ted.com/talks/anita_collins_how_playing_an_instrument_benefits_your_brain?language=en


 

 

PLEASE WELCOME … 
 

… Jeremy who commenced at Preschool this week. 

Chris Wells 

AINSLIE STAFF FUN FACT 
 
Which staff member was a DJ for weddings 
back in 2008—2009? 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who 
will celebrate a birthday this week:       
Angus, Lottie, Lachlan, and 
Bentley & Charli. 

Volunteer with us 
At Oishii, we make our food fresh from scratch every day; from making pikelets, baking pizza bread to kneading pizza dough. This 
means that we need to do a lot of washing up. We are looking for volunteers who can help with cleaning up between 1pm—3pm each 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. If you have fifteen minutes, please be our magical cleaning fairy. 
 
We are also looking for volunteers to take our soft plastic recycling to Coles or Woolworths every fortnight. As part of our commitment 
to reducing waste going to landfill, we have been recycling our soft plastics for more than two years. Did you know that the RED Cycle 
Program recovers and recycles over 4 million pieces of soft plastic every week? The recycled plastics are then sent to their 
manufacturing partners in Australia to turn them into products such as outdoor furniture, fitness circuits, bollards and signage. Learn 
more at https://www.redcycle.net.au/ 
 

Vegetable of the week 
Named after the city where it was grown centuries ago, Romanesco was originally grown in Rome, Italy. 
Romanesco is in the same family as cauliflower, broccoli, cabbage and brussel sprouts. Currently in season, you 
can find them at the markets. Romanesco tastes like cauliflower but with a slightly nuttier and earthier flavour. 
Loaded with vitamin A (good for eyes), high in vitamin C and Zinc (immune system), rich in iron (improve 
circulation) and fibre. 
 

 
Did you know that the pattern of Romanesco is a perfect example of the Fibonacci sequence? 
1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34. 
 
Have you tried Romanesco? Please tell us what you think and if you have ideas on how to cook it, please 
let us know. 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on 
land, traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also 
connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin 
and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, 
teachers and children. Their elders past, present and 
emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of sustaining 
the land that sustains our life and recognise that sovereignty 
of this land was never ceded.  

BOARD UPDATE 
 

Hopefully everyone has settled into the routine of being back at school and are going well. The Board met for the first time since 
students returned to school. We welcomed Simone Hobday onto the board as a staff rep, sitting in for Clair Shute who is on 
maternity leave. Teacher rep, Janelle Jack, showed us some great examples of work that students have done while home 
schooling and explained ways this work can be incorporated back into the classroom. The digital platforms used in this time have 
also encouraged engagement with families and will inform ongoing improvements. We spoke about the impact the shutdown has 
had on finances, with a reduction in income but also a reduction in costs. Some extra costs were incurred as a result of flooding 
damage in the music room and maintenance in the Yerra building for the Kindergarten classes. We also discussed the voluntary 
contributions letter and agreed to send it later this year than usual, acknowledging families may be in changed financial 
circumstances. With regards to master planning, we have begun conversations about the possibility of installing increased battery 
and solar panel coverage for the school using different financing models and will be having further discussions on this. 
 

Sarah Reid, Board Chair 

Figure 1: 
Fibonacci sequence 

https://www.redcycle.net.au/

