
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 

 

SCHOOL REPORTS 
School Reports for children in Preschool — Year 6 will be sent home via email through our School Administration System (SAS) this 
Thursday afternoon.   Each child’s Semester One report  provides a summary of their achievements and progress in the year so far.   
 
As always, teachers welcome the opportunity to provide further information and can be contacted for mid year interviews by email or 
through our school office team.  We know that the quality of learning each child experiences is influenced by the connection between their 
families and teachers and encourage you to contact us at any time. 
 

CURRICULUM DELIVERY AT AINSLIE SCHOOL 
Ainslie’s School Board plays an important role in developing, maintaining and reviewing our curriculum.  During meetings a staff report 
features examples of the way the Australian Curriculum is brought to life for our students. 
 
While Seesaw pages provide insights into classrooms for our families, the Board summary helps us to see how curriculum is delivered as 
our young learners progress through primary school. You will find this term’s report attached to this newsletter, along with a document 
describing how systematic curriculum delivery evolves at Ainslie. 
 
We thank the many community experts who have contributed to the inquiries and development of our students this term. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY AT AINSLIE SCHOOL 
Human Dignity and Stewardship of the Earth are ideas that focus on the culture and curriculum at Ainslie.  Through lines of inquiry we 
guide, develop and nurture children’s understandings about how social, economic and environmental systems interact to support and 
maintain human life.  With an emphasis on sustainability, the Australian Curriculum ensures students develop the knowledge, skills, 
values and worldviews necessary to participate critically and act creatively in determining and applying more sustainable ways of living.  
 
Engagement with others at school and across the community supports children in developing appreciation and respect of the diversity of 
views and values that influence sustainable development.  
 
A group of interested adults and children brought their passion for the environment to form a special interest group at Ainslie two years 
ago. Their momentum has grown and friends and neighbours are invited to connect through the Ainslie Primary School Sustainability 
Group Facebook page.  
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2021 Dates to Remember 
 
Tuesday, 15 June  YouMove Parent Forum @ 5.30pm (Library) 
Thursday, 17 June  Year 1/2CM, 1/2H & 1/2C @ Tennis 10.30am—12.45pm (Braddon) 
      Year 5/6 @ High School Musical @ 9.05am—12.50pm (Lyneham High) 
Friday, 18 June   Year 1/2L, 1/2M & 1/2Z @ Tennis 10.30am—12.45pm (Braddon) 
Sunday, 20 June  Leaf Collection @ 10.30—11.30am (Ainslie School)  
Monday, 21 June  World Music Day 
      Year 3/4 @ Futsal @ 8.30am—3pm (Fadden) 
      Year 5/6B & 5/6M @ Excursion to NFSA 9.10am—12pm 
Tuesday, 22 June  Eats & Beats Pancake Breakfast from 8am 
      Little People’s Big Day Out — Music Rotations 8am—10.50am 
      (Ainslie School) 



 

 

MASTERPLAN COMMUNITY CONVERSATION 
Ainslie’s sustainability interest group is amongst the voices progressing the conversation about Ainslie School’s facilities with 
Masterplanning in sight. Last Wednesday evening we spoke with Andrew Parkinson, Executive Branch Manager, Infrastructure and 
Capital Works about the expansion of our priority enrolment area, the directorate’s interest in inclusive facilities design, opportunities for 
testing the community’s preparedness for increased active travel, and our heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems. 
 

We look forward to a visit from Ms Meghan Oldfield, Executive Group Manager, Business Services this week, to share Ainslie’s future 
focused strategy and practice as the conversation unfolds.  
 

LIMELIGHT ART EXHIBITION  
Step into the Limelight is the major annual arts showcase event for ACT public schools.  It has grown, over two decades, to become the 
largest youth Arts event in the ACT.  It is unique to the ACT, in that no other state has an arts showcase event which covers each of the 
five art forms of dance, drama, media, music and visual art. 
 

More than 2000 students from all sectors of our system participate in these events, spending the months prior working closely with their 
teachers, professional artists, tertiary institutions and arts organisations to develop outstanding artistic works for the events. 
 

Step into the Limelight comprises two events: an Art Exhibition and a Gala Showcase. 
 

Following it’s hiatus for COVID-19 management, we are pleased to share that the Limelight Art Exhibition will 
go ahead in 2021.  This year’s exhibition will be held at M16 Griffith from Thursday, 22 July — Sunday, 
8 August and we look forward to showcasing the creativity of Ainslie School students there. 
 

We’ll be unveiling a large-scale collaborative work Being and Belonging at the exhibition, featuring 
400 elements, created individually by each student during the term.  Please add this event to your family 
calendar! 
 

WORLD MUSIC DAY 
Communities around the world will celebrate the importance of music in their lives next week.  Next Tuesday, we look forward to the 
Term 2 Little People’s Big Day Out Music Festival.  This event has been a feature of our calendar for more than 2 years, and has become 
an important showcase of the work of our ensemble music groups (the IMP brass bands, ukulele and strings).  You’ll find detai ls attached 
to this newsletter.  
 

We know that there are many musicians amongst our Ainslie families.  Parents and relatives who would like to perform at school on the 
day are invited to contact the Front Office. 
 

ROSTRUM 2021 
We congratulate the 45 competitors from Year 3—6 classes on their participation in the Rostrum Public Speaking Competition at Ainslie 
last week and thank Anne Westerman, our competition coordinator, and judges Ms Claire Rummery, and Ainslie School Grandfriends, 
Ms Margaret Moore and Ms Ryl Hurley. 
 

This year’s model brought speakers, judges and guests to a series of lunch time sessions throughout the week.  Audiences of students, 
staff, families and friends enjoyed speeches about topics including glaciers, cars of the future, assistance animals and household 
chores.  The event  culminated in the announcement of winners at the whole school assembly last Friday. 
 

We congratulate Ainslie’s 2021 Rostrum Champion, Josie Scully-O’Shea and Runner Up, Evelyn Martin.   
 

All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

From our Principal continued ... 

BREAKFAST WITH THE MINISTER 

 
Ainslie Team (pictured right) at breakfast with the 
Minister, discussing equity, inclusion and setting 
students up for success. This year, Principal 
Wendy Cave and executive team members 
C a r o l y n  M a c l e o d ,  J a n e l l e  J a c k  a n d 
Stavroula Lourandos were joined by new educators 
Hannah Lutz, Claire Rummery and Thomas Hopkins - 
representing leaders of the future of education.  
Frank Keighley, of the Canberra Academy of 
Languages completed Ainslie School’s delegation. 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS … 
 
… to  Aiden (1/2Z) who won the Best Year 1 
(boy) in the 2021 ACT Junior Chess League 
Primary School Allegro, held recently at 
Campbell High (pictured right).   
 
… to the following students who received 
merit certificates last week. 
 
Year 5/6:  Team 3 from Camp Cooba 
5/6S:  Kindness—  Jasmine 
3/4H:  Excellence — Mrs Heald;  Kindness — Theo P & Flynn 
3/4L:  Community — Bruno 
1/2Z:  Kindness — Josh 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS   YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
Corin Forest    Year 6    Perm note & payment 
           ASAP 
Tennis     Year 1/2    Perm note ASAP 
High School Musical  5/6B & 5/6M   Perm note ASAP 
2021 Curriculum   All families   Voluntary contribution 
  Resources 

JOIN IN THE FUN COLLECTING AUTUMN 
GOLD 

 

The school is gathering up leaves to turn trash into treasure. 
When leaves get into our stormwater drains, they contribute to 
blue-green algae in our lake system. However, when we gather 
them up, they are absolute amber gold in the school’s compost 
system, soaking up the food scraps and speeding up the 
composting process, ready to go back into the garden. We had a 
great time gathering up leaves at our last get together. Come 
join us for an unbeleafably (sorry) satisfying activity that makes a 
useful contribution to the school’s garden.  
 

Time:  10.30 – 11.30am 
Date:  Sunday, 20 June 
Bring:  Any of the following: gloves, rakes, leaf gathering 
   stuff, kids, lawnmower, your best leaf puns 
 

Sarah Reid for the Ainslie Primary School Sustainability 
Group 

SCHOOL BOARD UPDATE 
 

The School Board met last week and had the opportunity to see 
the strategic work being undertaken within the school. Work has 
been done to bring together a picture of many of the different 
services that Ainslie offers our students and the connections 
between them. The school maintains a number of different 
partnerships beyond the school, such as with the Canberra 
Symphony Orchestra and the YouMove program. MOUs are 
being developed and reviewed to define the benefits of 
partnering for participants. The school is targeting maths and 
literacy support as part of its improvement agenda and this work 
is also being supported with external partners. 
 

The budget is tracking well and the school is managing staffing 
requirements within budget to ensure we are able to maintain 
smaller classes. There have also been more opportunities for 
students to work together across classes and relief 
arrangements are managed internally where possible. The Reid 
Preschool bathrooms have been upgraded and lead remediation 
work concluded at Reid and Ainslie School. 
 

The voluntary contribution letter will be sent out in Week 9 of this 
term, with a follow-up reminder early in Term 3. There will be a 
focus on improvements to the library and you will have the 
opportunity to support this work with your voluntary contribution. 
You can take advantage of your donation being tax deductible if 
you elect to contribute to the library fund and with the end of 
financial year approaching, this benefit can be promptly returned 
in this year’s tax return. The same applies to contributions to the 
Building Fund. Keep an eye on the Altiora to find out more about 
the library plan. 
 

A groundskeeper is being engaged to review the conditions of 
the grounds and this information will be used to inform future 
improvement work, including possible sustainability projects. 
 

Wellbeing data was reviewed and the small number of incidents 
was noted by the board. The Positive Behaviours for Learning 
advisor met with Steph Martin to explore the analysis tool to be 
trialled by the school. The interview process was tested with 
Year 3/4 students and after speaking with staff, the next stage 
will be to engage with families.  
 

The next meeting will be held at 7.30am on 29 July 2021. 
 

Sarah Reid on behalf of the Ainslie School Board 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS 
 

Christian Education is available as a curriculum option at Ainslie 
School because parents have requested it. This is based on 
provisions in the Education Act 2004.  The Christian Education In 
Schools (CEIS) project provides a coordinated service to fulfil 
such requests. This service includes four modern and interactive 
sessions each year (one per term and varied each year), 
prepared professionally and delivered by trained and endorsed 
volunteers. The one hour sessions are designed for groups of 
students to discuss and explore the topics outlined in the image. 
 

Parental permission is essential for children to participate in 
CEIS. If you would like to request this for your child/ren, please 
email info@ainslies.act.edu.au with your child/ren’s name and 
class details.  Thank you to those families who have returned a 
permission note.  Requests remain in effect while your child is at 
Ainslie School, but can be changed by contacting the Front 
Office.  The first session will be held at 9.15am on Friday, 
25 June 2021. 

mailto:info@ainslies.act.edu.au


 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  



 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
CONTINUED ... 

Campbell High School parents & friends are 
invited to a workshop on 

 

Dealing with your child’s anxiety 
 
Time:  7:00 - 8:30pm 
Date:  Thursday, 24 June 2021 
Venue:  Campbell High School – down the stairs to 
   the left of the main entrance 
Cost:  $20 (50% goes to a donation to Campbell 
   High School P&C) 
 
This workshop clarifies what anxiety is and how it 
affects you or your loved ones. At the end of the 
session you will come away with some strategies which 
could help your loved one/s and yourself. It will cover: 
 

 Key things which tend to increase anxiety and 
key elements of reducing anxiety. 

 

 Techniques for calming yourself and/or working 
with your loved one/s to calm. 

 

 Personal resources which can help. 
 

 Noticing your own needs and strategies. 
 
To book: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
dealing-with-your-childs-anxiety-tickets-
154119663061 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/dealing-with-your-childs-anxiety-tickets-154119663061
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/dealing-with-your-childs-anxiety-tickets-154119663061
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/dealing-with-your-childs-anxiety-tickets-154119663061

