
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Reminder:  School Satisfaction and Climate Survey has been extended  
 
How nice it was to have a sunny weekend.  It seems the courts, ovals and parks within our neighbourhood were busy spaces 
for hundreds of Ainslie’s young people and their families.  We congratulate our students for taking teamwork skills and active 
lifestyle habits to the play spaces we are so lucky to have within and beyond the Ainslie School precinct.   
 
While local weekend sports are provided by external organisations, our school office team would be happy to assist you with 
contacts if you would like to know a little more about them. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS 

It was a privilege to connect Dr Sophie Lewis, Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment with Ainslie’s House 
Captains last week.  We reflected on recent initiatives in our effort to minimise our ecological footprint.  You will find information 
about the latest Ainslie School House Challenge later in this newsletter. 
 
During the meeting Asher, Lotti, Charlie and Ben reported on their preliminary draft State of the Ainslie School Environment 
Report.  This document is modelled on the ACT’s State of the Environment Report which provides our community and 
Government with commentary and analysis about the condition of the environment and progress towards sustainability.  Our 
own version will help us to connect initiatives and opportunities at Ainslie School. 
 
Guided by the official report, our Captains have identified elements of  the SoASE Report as: 
 
• Trees; 
• Indigenous knowledge; 
• Sustainability; 
• Circle economy; 
• Transport;  and 
• Water and electricity. 
 
We look forward to engagement with peers, families and neighbours as we build on this draft throughout the term and thank 
Dr Sophie for offering insight and inspiration. 
 
You can find more information about the Office of the Commissioner for Sustainability and Environment at  
https://www.envcomm.act.gov.au  

Office Hours 
Monday — Friday 
8.30am — 3.30pm 

From our Principal  

 
Ainslie School 

Donaldson Street 
Braddon   ACT    2612 

Tel 6142 3060 
Fax 6142 3062 

Board Chair           Sarah Reid                    0413 831 546 
 

P&C President   Rob Harrison   0411 111 566            

The Ainslie School Newsletter 
 

Monday, 31 August 2020 

2020 Dates to Remember 
 

Wednesday, 2 September Supporting and Linking Tradeswomen (SALT) 
       Workshop 9.30am –1.00pm (Year 5/6) 
Friday, 4 September   2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey closes 
        at midnight 
Monday, 7 September  Year 6 Combined Band Practice with North Ainslie 
       Primary School @ 9.45am 
Tuesday, 8 September  Board Meeting @ 5.30pm 
Friday, 18 September  Year 3/4 @ Birrigai 9am—3pm 
       Book Fair (see attachment) 

https://www.envcomm.act.gov.au/about/our_role


 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Opening hours: 
Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 8.45am—9.15am 

PRECINCT CONNECTIONS 
Students at Ainslie School experience the richness of an education that prioritises creativity.  This focus supports the 
development of critical thought and empathy, along with literacy, numeracy and intercultural understanding.  The Arts have 
become a fundamental driver of continuous improvement, as we connect people, places and priorities within our community. 
 
It is always interesting to visit the Ainslie Arts Centre which is located in the original Ainslie School building adjacent to the 
oval on the west side of our playground.  These facilities and the activities they support foster innovation in the arts; provide 
opportunities for artists and others to participate in the arts, and nurture community cultural development. The historic building 
is also reflected in Ainslie School’s Heritage Conservation Management Plan. 
 
This week we met to explore points of alignment between Ainslie School’s intent and that of Arts Ainslie and Gorman Centres, 
along with our connection to a shared heritage of the precinct. We look forward to continuing the discussion and future 
collaboration as we collectively cultivate inspiring places for creative encounters to happen. 
 

CREATIVE SCHOOLS - VALE SIR KEN ROBINSON 

Last weekend we heard of the passing of Sir Ken Robinson. Sir Ken has been one of the most influential voices in education 
for well over a decade. His compelling vision of schools as places for all young people to flourish, as places where the diverse 
talents of all our children are nurtured, of rigorous, personalised, creative schools is part of the ACT’s Future of Education 
Strategy.  
 
While Sir Ken will be sadly missed, I know his legacy will live on in educators of quality. I encourage you to watch Sir Ken’s 
TED talks, “Do Schools Kill Creativity?” and “Bring on the Learning Revolution” and test how his ideas resonate with your 
experience of Ainslie School. 
 
Wishing you all the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 
 

From our Principal continued ... 

PLEASE WELCOME … 
 

…  Charlotte (Preschool) and her family to 
Ainslie School. 

Ainslie  School  is an 
 

ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
 

Avoiding all nuts 

MEDICATION MANAGEMENT 
 

In the interests of keeping all students safe, medication that your child requires during the school day must be stored in the 
office.  Ainslie’s school office team manages first aid, emergency medical plans and medications for students.  Please contact 
Sarah Sparks or Leesa Frame if you would like further information about our practices for supporting students with medical 
treatment plans. 

DID YOU KNOW … 
 

In keeping with previous reports, the ACT’s ecological footprint has been 
calculated: servicing the total ACT footprint, as estimated in 2017–18, 
would require an area of land nine times the size of the territory. Our per 
capita footprint is 5.24 hectares, which is comparable to the footprint of 
the average Australian. Since 2009–10, there has been a decrease of 
11% in the ACT’s total footprint and a decrease of 20% in our carbon 
footprint. Despite this, the ACT’s ecological footprint continues to test 
our resolve to live more sustainable lives. 
 
Source:  ACT  State of the Environment Report 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/future-of-education
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/future-of-education
https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_do_schools_kill_creativity
https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_bring_on_the_learning_revolution


 

 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS  YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
NMA Excursion  5/6B and selected  Perm & payment ASAP 
     Students 
Birrigai — day trip  Year 3/4    Perm & payment by 3/9 

We know it’s still cold, but tomorrow is officially Spring. We are excited for warmer months ahead; this means 
that it’s a good time to think about what to plant and start preparing the garden beds. We can start sowing 
eggplants, tomatoes, capsicum, zucchini and pumpkin early but because they are frost sensitive seeds, it’s a 
good idea to place them in a warm and sunny area indoors, such as in the kitchen window where the whole 
family can watch the seeds grow. Have fun in the garden. 
 
 
 

QUICK AND EASY MEALS COOKBOOK 
Recently, our friends at ACT Nutrition Support Service launched a recipe booklet entitled Quick and Easy Meals. They worked in 
partnership with Canberra Relief Network (CRN), a collaboration of community organisations in the ACT supported by the ACT 
Government in response to an increase in demand for food relief and non perishable household essential items that occurred following 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The recipe booklet was developed to supplement the emergency food hampers that many members of the community receive every 
week. It includes easy recipes for low cost nourishing meals and designed to use minimal kitchen equipment. There are only three 
items you will need: a frying pan, a microwave and a kettle. You can find the recipe booklet at the Oishii Canteen or via this link: https://
nutritionaustralia.org/app/uploads/2020/08/Quick-and-Easy-Meals-cookbook.pdf  

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on 
land, traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also 
connected to this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin 
and the Wiradjuri peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, 
teachers and children. Their elders past, present and 
emerging. We bow to their superior knowledge of sustaining 
the land that sustains our life and recognise that sovereignty 
of this land was never ceded.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  
Annabella, Sofia, Tilly, Hugo, Frances 
& Lizzie. 

Thank you for completing the 2020 School 
Satisfaction Survey. 

 
The survey has been extended until 
midnight on Friday, 4 September. 
https://tinyurl.com/y6y8owmj    

https://nutritionaustralia.org/app/uploads/2020/08/Quick-and-Easy-Meals-cookbook.pdf
https://nutritionaustralia.org/app/uploads/2020/08/Quick-and-Easy-Meals-cookbook.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/y6y8owmj


 

 

Community Notices 

KINDERGARTEN HEALTH CHECKS 
 

Canberra Health Services is offering a targeted kindergarten health check concentrating on vision and hearing.  
These health checks are performed in clinics at the City Health Centre Mondays and Fridays and there will be ap-
pointments most days in the school holidays. 
 

An appointment can be made by phoning the Central Intake Line on 5124 9977. 


