
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to Week 9. 
 
As we head into the final weeks of term, I thank you for sustaining the effort to ensure Ainslie’s students, staff and families remain healthy 
and safe.  Careful hand hygiene, physical distancing and staying home when we are unwell are paying dividends at this time. 
 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
It was a pleasure to host Mr Ben Russell at Reid Preschool last week for part of the ACT Education Directorate’s quality assurance 
process.  As a member of  the ACESQA team, Ben has analysed our systems, structures and practice to ensure we meet the National 
Quality Standard for Early Years and Out of Hours Care. 
 
This aspect of the process concluded this afternoon with a conversation about governance at Ainslie School.  We look forward to Ben’s 
return to explore Baker Gardens and notification of the review outcomes in the weeks ahead. 
 
In other Preschool news, the ACT Government has officially released Set up for Success: An Early Childhood Strategy for the ACT. The 
Strategy provides a comprehensive, joined-up policy framework to guide the delivery of early childhood services and coordinate education, 
health and community service provision for young Canberrans. To read more please visit the Education Directorate website. 
 

CONNECTING WITH THE EMBASSY OF JAPAN 
It is always so nice to connect with friends from the Embassy of Japan and last week, Mr Ichiro Takahashi visited to explore emerging 
contexts for connection.  It was interesting to learn how education in Japan has been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, the confronting 
statistics about transmission and the measures the Ministry of Education is taking to ensure children are learning as much as possible, as 
safely from infection as possible. Consistent curriculum approaches and provision of resources are priorities we have in common. 
 
Preliminary conversations are setting the scene for some interesting engagement through our Japanese Languages program, including: 
 

• access to the Embassy’s Primary Online Speech Contest 2020; 

• visits to the Embassy gardens;  and 

• celebrating the landing of Hayabusa2 in Woomera SA, highlighting aerospace cooperation between Japan and Australia. 
 
https://www.au.emb-japan.go.jp/itprtop_ja/index.html  
 

A GALLERY OF CONTEMPORARY HISTORY 
Passers by are noticing a display of artwork along the Donaldson Street fence line.   We are very grateful to Ainslie’s Creative in Residence, 
Dr Naomi Zouwer for her work with our students on the Life with COVID:  Experiences of Remote Learning exhibition.  Its installation is what 
we hope to be the first of many outdoor exhibitions on the fence. The inaugural exhibition features the creative responses of our 
preschoolers and Year 3/4 students to the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 
Plans are underway for a COVID safe exhibition opening during Week 10.  We can’t wait to see the return of our preschool children for 
another authentic transition experience.   
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 

Thursday, 17 September  Year 3/4 @ Book Fair 
Friday, 18 September  Year 3/4 @ Birrigai 9am—3pm 
       Book Fair for K—2 and 5/6 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1620347/Early-Childhood-Strategy-for-the-ACT.pdf
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PROMOTING ONLINE SAFETY 
With additional pressures we are all living under, from pandemic isolation to the ongoing trauma of natural disasters, 2020 highlights the 
importance of child protection more than ever. National Child Protection Week brought online safety into focus for the Ainslie School Board 
and classes throughout the school last week.  
 

Technology has brought many benefits to support, sustain and build connection for learners and between communities.  It also brings 
challenges.  Promoting online safety and balancing forms of play are areas of ongoing interest for families and educators alike.   
 

As partners in the education of our community’s children, parents and educators play an important role in helping young people to know 
how to take care of themselves, whilst being sensitive to those around them . We know that generating the right conversation at the right 
time with the right person can be life changing.  
 

Staff at Ainslie are always available to assist with perspectives, resources and strategies to support you in navigating the place and impact 
of technology in our world. The resources of the ESafety commissioner are helpful as we empower students to learn about and manage 
their privacy and online safety.  You can find these and others at https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/how-to/balancing-time-online and 
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/act-home-learning/family-guides/esafety  
 

2021 ENROLMENTS 
We are currently calculating our anticipated enrolment for 2021.  The number of students enrolled in the school informs class structures 
and teacher allocation, and  accurate information, as early as possible helps us with this important process.  Please contact our office team 
if you know that your child will not be attending Ainslie School in 2021. 
 

We would also be grateful for information you may have about friends or neighbours who are intending to join us next year.  Please 
encourage them to contact our office team to ensure their enrolment process is in hand. 
 

Many thanks for your cooperation in this aspect of our school planning. 
 

MASTERPLAN UPDATE 
Last weeks’ Masterplan Community Conversation provided an opportunity to learn a little more about the broader context in which our 
development will occur.  The significant planning and design work of the City Renewal Authority brings rich possibilities and an abundance 
of food for thought. 
 

We enjoyed a conversation about the Haig Park Place Plan, the Braddon Place Plan, and the recently published Great Place Guide, which 
provides a high level overview of the City Renewal Authority’s approach and its underlying placemaking philosophy.  As an iterative 
collaborative process of creating places that people love and feel connected to, it aligns particularly well with our work so far.  This guide 
and associated Place Plans are available at https://www.act.gov.au/cityrenewal/documents  
 

Those in attendance were also provided with an update on the Heritage Conservation Management Plan, including current work on a 
section exploring issues and scope for solutions.  The feasibility of perimeter fencing and hedging is generating some interest at present, 
and is shaping up to be a  focus of future consultation. 
 

I thank our collaborators in placemaking, ED Masterplan Project lead, Chris Jacobi, Meetu Sharma of Hyperspace Contextual 
Urbanism, CRA’s Bronwyn Johnson, Design Managers Australia, Ainslie staff and P&C representatives for their input and investment in this 
work.  
 

SUSTAINABILITY FORUM 
I thank Ainslie’s P&C for hosting a conversation about sustainability at its General Meeting last Thursday evening.  Staff and parents 
reflected on the energy and initiatives that have been underway during the past 3 years, acknowledging the strong foundation from which it 
has occurred.  Ms Bentley’s sketch note is attached. 
 

Our journey since 2018 has involved: 
 

• a dive into the history and observation of the current state of environmentally sustainable habits at Ainslie School; 

• identifying an interest group and establishing a dialogue between staff, families and community organisations; 

• proposing a vision which encompasses our hopes and dreams as stewards of the Earth (Ainslie Towards Zero Footprint); 

• a focus on the use of the learning spaces beyond the school boundaries; 

• participation in Haig Park experiments and the development of initiatives in the park; 

• creation of the State of the Ainslie School Precinct Environment Report as a framework to focus activity; 

• the introduction of House Challenges promoting personal and collective action towards sustainability; 

• a trial working bee, and the development of guidelines for future activities beyond the school day;  and 

• the rejuvenation of classroom composting, courtesy of Year 1/2 students, staff and Mrs Helen Palethorpe.  
 

The next step will involve the design of a measurement framework to help us monitor the state of our precinct.  I have no doubt the legacy 
our senior students will leave this year will be profound! 
 

All the best for the week ahead. 
 

Wendy Cave, Principal 

From our Principal continued ... 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/how-to/balancing-time-online
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/act-home-learning/family-guides/esafety
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NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS   YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
Voluntary    All families   Payment when 
  Contributions letter        possible  
Birrigai — day trip   Year 3/4    Perm & payment ASAP 
NMA Excursion   Year 3/4    Perm & payment by  
           18/9 
IMP Band    IMP members  Payment when  
           possible 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Rikki, 
Mae, Louis, Irene, Courtney, Nardeen, 
Magnus, Atiicus, Luke and Ella. 

BOARD UPDATE 
 
At our last Board meeting for the term, Katrina Sheaves shared her 
reflections with us on the changes that she has seen take place at 
Ainslie since her time at the school last year. Not only have the 
students grown in all respects, but Katrina remarked on how well 
Ainslie has navigated through these unusual times and built 
connection with families. She also shared how enthusiastically 
students have taken up the recycling challenge between houses. 
Sustainability was one of the themes we saw in the staff report, 
which was a great insight into the many and varied areas of study 
that the students have been engaging in across the curriculum. 
The preschools are currently in the process of being assessed 
against the national quality framework, a process that takes place 
every 5 years. 
  
Finances are tracking well despite the reduction in income due to 
COVID, partly due to a reduction of expenses in a range of areas, 
also COVID related. Some minor maintenance work is planned for 
next term and this has been reflected in budget planning. The 
annual voluntary contributions letter would ordinarily have gone out 
to families by now but was temporarily suspended with the unusual 
circumstances surrounding this year. It has gone home to families 
today, with the understanding that not all are in a position to 
contribute this year, but those who can are encouraged to do so. 
  
Wishing you a safe and enjoyable school holidays. 
  
Sarah Reid, on behalf of the Ainslie School Board 

Tava, Alvanka, Clementine, Emily, Dylan, 
Asha, Ruby, Noah and Will in the garden! 

THE YOUNG THINKER 
 
The ACT Public Advocate and Children and Young People 
Commissioner would like to hear from children and young 
people about the issues they feel strongly about. Given 
recent events, children and young people who live in the 
ACT are encouraged to share how COVID-19 is impacting 
them. Families and educators can support children to 
share what they think and provide a submission through 
The Young Thinker forum. Children can submit a message 
or a story, create an artwork or comic strip, submit a video 
or audio recording, or write/record a song. 
 

For more information visit The ACT Human Rights 
Commission website. 

 

HAYABUSA2 

 

(Japanese: はやぶさ2, "Peregrine falcon 2") is an 

asteroid sample-return mission operated by the Japanese 
space agency, JAXA. It follows on from the Hayabusa 
mission which returned asteroid samples in 2010.[8] 
Hayabusa2 was launched on 3 December 2014 and 
rendezvoused with near-Earth asteroid 162173 Ryugu on 
27 June 2018.[9] It surveyed the asteroid for a year and a 
half and took samples. It left the asteroid in 
November 2019 and is expected to return to Earth on 
6 December 2020.[7] 
 
Hayabusa2 carries multiple science payloads for remote 
sensing, sampling, and four small rovers that investigated 
the asteroid surface to inform the environmental and 
geological context of the samples collected. 
 
(Wikipedia) 

Please 
welcome our 

UC 
observational  

preservice 
teachers who 
will be with us 
for 2 weeks 

(pictured 
left). 

https://hrc.act.gov.au/childrenyoungpeople/are-you-a-child-or-young-person-with-something-to-say-become-a-young-thinker-and-tell-us-what-you-think/?fbclid=IwAR1wnXGqlIBwLQLm0TbdXKtO3SlSbTsOBk0sHrjhNGg77-bfdFi1_XI4_1E
https://hrc.act.gov.au/childrenyoungpeople/are-you-a-child-or-young-person-with-something-to-say-become-a-young-thinker-and-tell-us-what-you-think/?fbclid=IwAR1wnXGqlIBwLQLm0TbdXKtO3SlSbTsOBk0sHrjhNGg77-bfdFi1_XI4_1E
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peregrine_falcon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asteroid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asteroid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sample-return_mission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asteroid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sample-return_mission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JAXA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hayabusa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hayabusa2#cite_note-Zukerman_2010-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_rendezvous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_rendezvous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Near-Earth_object
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_rendezvous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Near-Earth_object
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hayabusa2#cite_note-arrival-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hayabusa2#cite_note-Departure-7


 

 

REMINDERS 
UNIFORM 
Students at Ainslie School wear the uniform with great pride.  It is sun smart, fit for all school activities, and assists us with safety 
when we are outdoors. 
 
As the days become warmer, we find that layers of uniform tend to shed and our lost property collection grows by the day.  Please feel 
free to have a look if you are missing items of clothing. 
 
The new season brings an opportunity to replenish wardrobes of school uniform for growing students.  Our P&C Uniform Shop has 
new and very reasonably priced second hand uniform items for sale each Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8.45am—9.15am. 
 

ALLERGY AWARENESS 
The onset of Spring provides a real context for revisiting Medical Management Plans with children who have allergies.  As an Allergy 
Aware school, we encourage families to provide Medical Management plans to our office team.  We thank you for assisting us to 
support your child’s wellbeing. 
 

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY HIGHLIGHTS (photos below) 
Since 1967, International Literacy Day (ILD) celebrations have taken place annually around the world to remind the public of the 
importance of literacy as a matter of dignity and human rights, and to advance the literacy agenda towards a more literate and 
sustainable society.  More information can be found at:  https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/literacyday 
 
At Ainslie we marked International Literacy Day by Dropping Everything And Reading (DEAR) in  classrooms, enjoying the beautiful 
weather in and around the Ainslie School precinct and out and about in our community.    

https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/literacyday
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