
 

 

 
 

 
 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

What a pleasure it was to start the day with a walk to school last Friday.  A group of 20 people from the Ainslie School community met at 
Gorman House, while another large group set off from Corroboree Park.   
 

Harmony Day wardrobes added an element of high visibility to our processions. These continued throughout the day as many classes 
explored road safety and Active Streets markers on footpaths around the neighbourhood. 
 

We thank families for supporting Walk or Ride2School Day activities and promoting active travel. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS REFRESH  
Picking through the Altiora archives this weekend, it was with some awe that I re read the edition for Week 8 of Term 1, 2020.  It  signalled 
the start of the pupil free period that allowed teachers to test and transition to systems for remote learning.  Educators at Ainslie have 
sustained many of the approaches we used at that time to support personalised learning.   
 

One year on, we have commenced a review of the channels through which we facilitate connections between home and school.  This term’s 
user data is reflecting: 
 

• the strong place of Seesaw and Google platforms in the communications environment; 
 

• how interruptions to service and mindfulness of online privacy have led to a shift away from the Facebook page this term; 
 

• the ease and effectiveness of sharing just in time information through email and sms messaging;  and 
 

• the Altiora continues to provide a broad overview of happenings across the school and families would value a format that is readily 
accessible on a range of devices.  

 

We welcome feedback at any time regarding the effectiveness of our communication and thank families for your support of our continuous 
improvement in this area. 
 

As technology increasingly supports learning and communication at home and school, we encourage families to log onto our online e-Safety 
forum this Thursday evening at 7:00pm. The forum can be accessed by using the following link:  meet.google.com/mie-ysbr-xta 
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2021 Dates to Remember 
 
Wednesday, 24 March   Year 3/4 Netball Gala Day (Lyneham Indoor Netball Centre) 
Thursday, 25 March    Year 5/6 Netball Gala Day (Belconnen Netball Centre, 
        Charnwood) 
        E-Safety Forum @ 7pm  
        Link:  meet.google.com/mie-ysbr-xta 
Friday, 26 March    Ainslie Open Tennis Festival:  Kinder Day @ 9am—11am 
        Assembly hosted by Kindergarten @ 12.15pm (Hall) 
Monday, 29 March    North Gungahlin Regional Swimming Carnival 
        @ 8.30am—2.15pm (Stromlo Leisure Centre) 
Wednesday, 31 March   Pancake Breakfast supplied by the P&C @ 7.45am 
Thursday, 1 April    Special Assembly (Swimming Carnival Ribbon Presentation) 
        Hosted by House Captains @ 12.15pm 
        LAST DAY OF TERM 1 
 
Monday, 19 April    FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 
Monday, 26 April    ANZAC Day (public holiday—school closed) 

http://meet.google.com/mie-ysbr-xta
http://meet.google.com/mie-ysbr-xta


 

 

MASTERPLAN COMMUNITY CONVERSATION 
It was so nice to have Mr Andrew Parkinson, Senior Branch Manager of Infrastructure and Capital Works,  Mr Joseph Falsone, Director, 
Ainslie & Gorman Arts Centres and parent representatives with us for the first of this year’s community conversations about the future 
planning for Ainslie School.  
 

Andrew provided some insight into increasing enrolment trends across the ACT and the capital works projects that are supporting them, and 
Joseph shared the current operating landscape and future vision for Arts Ainslie and Gorman. 
 

Opportunities exist for the alignment of master plans for the Ainslie Arts Centre and Ainslie School, and we explored points of synergy and 
possibilities for enhancing facilities across the precinct. We look forward to continuing the conversation at our next meeting, early in 
Term 2.  Watch the Altiora for details. 
 

PROMOTING OUR POSITIVE LEARNING CULTURE 
Last week members of Ainslie’s student wellbeing team enjoyed a visit from Ms Bron Motion, the Director of the ACT Education 
Directorate’s Positive Behaviours for Learning team. Ms Motion’s visit was part of our review of the implementation of the Positive 
Behaviours for Learning framework at Ainslie. 
 

We  analysed  Ainslie's values framework, explicit expectations of our students, teaching approaches, and systems of monitoring and 
acknowledging behaviours.  We also shared our approach to supporting students when things go wrong for them.  
 

During the visit, we welcomed the opportunity to trial tools for the Directorate’s PBL team, designed to test how effectively its framework is 
embedded into the culture and practice of the ACT’s system of Public Schools.  We look forward to this input and sharing our findings. 
 

PHYSIOLOGY OF THE LEARNER 
At Ainslie we recognise the links between nutrition, movement, wellbeing and learning.  This term we have been fortunate to engage with 
some familiar and new advisors as we strengthen programs that meet the needs of the children and young people in our care. 
 

Preparations are underway for the pilot of our Fuel for Thought school lunches program which is set to commence in Week 9.  Our Year 3/4 
students will be putting systems and menus that were developed last year into action for a 5 week period, as we provide fruit break, morning 
tea and lunch for 2 days a week (Tuesday and Wednesday).  Information, including details of a voluntary contribution will be making its way 
to families this week.  We thank our Tasmanian colleague, Churchill Fellow Julie Dunbabin  for continuing to lend her expertise to this 
interesting work. 
 

We are in the planning stages of initiatives that will bring our University of Canberra partners to Ainslie in the months ahead.   Our Year 1/2 
teachers are set to engage with the Physical Education and Physical Literacy approach, under the guidance of Professor Dick Telford, 
Dr John Williams and the University of Canberra’s Research Institute for Sport and Exercise. 
 

UC partners are also engaging with teachers of our Year 5/6 classes, as we prepare for a trial of the You Move program.  Dr Sally Bromley’s 
work with us will focus on strengthening girls, with a spotlight on brain health, body health and social resilience.   
 

Our Kindergarten students will be initial starters for the Ainslie School Open Tennis Festival, this Friday at the Braddon Tennis Centre. More 
information about the event will be posted to our kindergarten families via Seesaw.  We thank Myles Emery for lending his enthusiasm and 
coaching prowess to an experience that has been several years in the pipeline.  Each of Ainslie’s cohorts will be part of this participation 
challenge throughout the year.  
 

We look forward to sharing plans and progress with you as these significant experiences unfold. 
 

PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS REMINDERS 
Events such as Walk and Ride2School Day are often times when families experience the mix of excitement and circumspection that comes 
with the increasing need for independence within our children. 
 

Communication is key as young people expand their physical and social horizons.  The Protective Behaviours messages we display and 
explore routinely at Ainslie School are 
 

We all have the right to feel safe. 
Nothing is so awful we can’t talk about it with someone. 

 

These messages also apply to parents, and education and administration teams are proud to be part of the network of support for our 
community.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us at any time should you require assistance. 
 

All the best for the week ahead. 
 

Wendy Cave 
Principal 
 

This week we have seen special effort from:  
Max   1/2CM   Using the split strategy in mathematics 
  

From our Principal continued ... 



 

 

Ainslie  School  is an 
 

ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
 

Avoiding all nuts CONGRATULATIONS ... 
 

… to our Year 3—6 Swimming Carnival 
participants. 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 
We now have size 8, 10 and 12 short sleeve polos 
back in stock. 
 

Opening hours 
 

Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 8.45am—9.15am 

FACEBOOK 
 

We are currently experiencing technical difficulties with the Ainslie School Facebook page.   
 

We will be staying in contact with families via email, the Altiora and your child’s Seesaw page. 

PLEASE WELCOME ... 
 

… Zoe who commenced at Reid Preschool last week 
and Bailee who joined Kindergarten today. 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS   YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
North Gungahlin Regional Selected students  $10 & perm note by  
  Swimming Carnival       26 March 
IMP—Loan of musical  Year 5 IMP students Agreement ASAP 
  Instrument 
Netball Gala Day   Yr 3/4     $8 & perm note ASAP 
Netball Gala Day   Yr 5/6    $8 & perm note ASAP 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
 
We are excited to bring back everyone’s favourite breakfast party!  Oishii will be hosting a 
complimentary pancake breakfast in Week 9, brought to you by the P&C. 

 
Time:  7:45am 
Date:  Wednesday, 31 March 
 
We will need a team of enthusiastic volunteers to help make it happen. Drop in or call 
the canteen to sign up.  If you are unable to volunteer, please consider donating any of 
the following:  eggs (free range only), pure maple syrup or lemons.  Please donate by 
Friday, Week 8.  
 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
 
On Thursday, 18 March students from Ainslie School went to Dickson Pool for the annual swimming carnival. 
 
In the morning some of the house captains arrived early to help set up the carnival; they helped set up flags, posters and 
house areas. Firstly Year 3/4 went to do their activities like waterpark, medium pool and beach volleyball while Year 5/6 did the 
proficiency test and races. The races included freestyle, backstroke, butterfly and more. 
 
Half way through the day everyone had a food break and then swapped. Basically Year 3/4 went on to do the proficiency test 
and races while Year 5/6 went to do their activities. 
 
At the end of the day 100 metre races were held along with the medley and the relay . After all the races were finished, we 
packed up, got dressed and cleaned our house areas. The tidiest house won extra  points! Then we left for school. 
 
By Arlo, Jack, Alex and Mia (House Captains)   



 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  



 

 

HAIG PARK 
VILLAGE 

MARKETS 
 

Canberra’s newest 
community farmers 
and food market is now up and running in 
Braddon’s beautiful Haig Park. 
 
With a growing list of quality local farmers and 
producers signed up to attend, the market is 
already hosting some of the region’s best 
stallholders.  
 
It’s a lovely place to enjoy a picnic while picking up 
some fresh produce for the week and there is 
usually live music, face painting and giant bubbles 
among other exciting sights for children and adults 
alike. 
 
The new markets run weekly from 8am—2pm each 
Sunday. 
 

For further information, you can visit the 
website:www.haigparkvillagemarkets.com.au or 

follow the market on social media: 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
CONTINUED ... 

http://www.haigparkvillagemarkets.com.au

