
 

 

 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to Week 8. 
 

2021 SCHOOL CAPTAIN SELECTION 
School leadership is in sharp focus for the 16 nominees in the 2021 School Captain selection process.  These students are rising to the 
challenge of demonstrating leadership on the playground and in classrooms in the lead up to this week’s elections.   
 
Each year the selection process is an opportunity for students to deepen their  knowledge of democracy and 
political systems.  This years’ nominees and their supporters  are experiencing an intentional shift to mirror 
processes more closely with the world beyond school.   We are very grateful for the input of Krys Saclier, an 
electoral educator, as we implement a preferential voting system.  Krys’ new book Vote 4 Me has been a helpful 
guide.  
 
This week our senior classes will be narrowing the field of applicants through a first round of voting.  From this, 
8 candidates will appear on the voting slip and classes across the school will view their election speeches 
before making their vote count.  We anticipate an outcome by Friday and the announcement on Monday. 
 
Nominees for positions of House Captains will be delivering speeches on Thursday. 
 
I thank all involved for showcasing dispositions of kindness, responsibility and respect as leaders of Ainslie School. 
 

LITTLE PEOPLE’S BIG DAY OUT 
At Ainslie we know how music can bring communities together and this is always the case at this time of year.  Last week we enjoyed 
connecting with families and friends as we took the Little People’s Big Day Out music festival to Haig Park.   Performances by our Year 5 
and 6 IMP Brass, Strings and Ukulele ensembles engaged us in this beautiful place.  We thank Steph Martin, Faith Bentley, Seb Halme and 
Alison Heald for extending a routine that is fast becoming an end of term calendar highlight.  
 
Musical showcases will continue as singing, dancing and band performances feature in our 2020 Speech Day events, and we thank 
Judy Farrell for guiding much of this work throughout the semester.  You will find the Speech Day schedule later in this newsletter, with 
invitations making their way home soon.  
 

GREENING THE PRECINCT 
Students and staff at Ainslie benefit enormously from the abundance of special people and places within our neighbourhood.  As we guide 
the development of Ainslie’s young people as active and informed citizens, our students also bring much to our community.    
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 
Tuesday, 1 December   Baker Gardens transition visit @ 9.30am—11.30am 
        Year 1/2 Excursion to National Zoo & Aquarium @ 9.30am—2.30pm 
        Final Board Meeting @ 5.45pm (off site) 
Wednesday, 2 December   Masterplan Community Conversation:  Landscaping and 
         Rejuvenation @ 5.30pm (on line) 
        Ainslie Parent Forum: How to stay engaged at High School 
        @ 7—8pm (on line) 
Thursday, 3 December   Reid Preschool transition visit @ 9.30am—11.30am 
        2021 Kinder Information session & tour 5—6.30pm (Library) 
        Ainslie P&C Term 4 General Meeting @ 8pm (on line)     
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We are very proud of our Year 6 students for their engagement in a Design In Schools project through which they are driving a legacy of 
place management at Ainslie School.  On Wednesday afternoon, they will be presenting prototypes for a repeatable way of measuring how 
we value, care for and look after Ainslie School.   Sponsors and key stakeholders have received invitations to this tradeshow and if you 
would like to know a little more, please don’t hesitate to contact Ms Faith Bentley (faith.bentley@ed.act.edu.au) or the School Office team. 
 

Dr Sophie Lewis will be amongst our invited experts and we look forward to introducing our students and staff to Farmer Fred, of Majura 
Valley Eggs.  We are very grateful for their input and the insights they bring as we strengthen habits to care for our precious earth. 
 

Greening the precinct is an important and continuing focus of Ainslie’s P&C and Community Master Plan conversations.  All are welcome at 
our final meetings for 2020 this week.  Please let the Front Office team know if you would like to join us on line. 
 

TRANSITION ACTIVITY 
Parent engagement in learning is a strong determinant of a child’s success, and at Ainslie School we value relationships between teachers 
and carers enormously.  
 

The transition to a new class or setting can be as significant for the adults engaged in the learning partnership as it is for their children, with 
new faces to meet and communication channels to establish. 
 

This week, we invite parents and carers to an online forum to explore ways to engage at High School.  Ainslie and Campbell High School 
staff are looking forward to guiding this conversation on Wednesday evening from 7-8pm.  Please contact our office team if you’d like to join 
us. 
 

As conversations between Campbell High School staff and Ainslie’s teachers continue to support  our senior students, another transition 
experience is unfolding for our youngest learners. 
 

For several weeks, we have enjoyed meeting friends from Baker Gardens and Reid Preschools and some new faces from neighbouring 
Early Learning settings ahead of their entry to Ainslie School in 2021.  We thank Ainslie’s Early Years team for expertly guiding this 
important experience and our exceptionally friendly Kindergartners for hosting new friends with kindness, responsibility and confidence. 
 

We are enjoying sharing start-of-school tips with families through Preschool 2021 interviews and Kindergarten Information sessions. 
Demand has been strong, and in the interest of COVID safety, we have added a 3rd session to this week’s calendar. Please contact the 
office team if you would like to join in, or to set another time. 
 

2021 PLANNING 
Ainslie’s education team is well engaged in the careful consideration of arrangements that will support the wellbeing and academic success 
of our students next year.  We are currently analysing the benefits and merits of a range of models of class structures ahead of finalising 
our decisions.  Teaching teams are also being identified with staffing arrangements all but confirmed.  We will be sharing updates through 
the Altiora during the next two weeks. 
 

Planning of class structures and placements in the ACT’s system of Public Schools is a dynamic process with families moving into and from 
our community over the Summer holiday period.   Please remember to contact the front office team if your family is moving from our 
community next year, or if you are aware of others who may be joining us. 
 

We value your support as partners in your child’s learning, and as we design class structures, your confidence in Ainslie’s education team 
will enable our students to thrive.  Families are welcome to contribute to the process of determining class placements.  Please feel free to 
arrange a conversation through our school office team if you would like to share your thinking.  Alternatively, you may like to send an email 
to wendy.cave@ed.act.edu.au.   
 

KEEPING FAMILIES SAFE 
Last Wednesday marked the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and the commencement of 16 Days of 
Activism Against Gender-Based Violence . The campaign is being marked across social media until 10 December.  As community activity 
draws attention throughout the week, I encourage families to use the opportunity to reinforce the Protective Behaviours messages we share 
at Ainslie. 
 

• We all have the right to feel safe all the time. 

• Nothing is so awful we can’t talk about it with someone. 
 

We know that schools play an important role in shaping and influencing attitudes towards respectful relationships, and that our impact is 
strengthened by the work we do with parents as partners in the education of Ainslie’s children and young people. 
 

We thank you for all of your contributions. 
 

All the best for the week ahead. 
 

Wendy Cave 
Principal 

From our Principal continued ... 

mailto:faith.bentley@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism


 

 

THANK YOU … 
  

… to the Year 6 Graduation Dinner Committee for giving 
time, energy and creativity to planning for this event - in 
an extraordinary year!   

FOOD FOR THOUGHT ROAD TEST 
What an incredible week we have had. As part of road testing the ‘Food for Thought’ program, we worked with 3/4C to prepare fruit 
break, recess and lunch. We hear that watermelon and rockmelon were popular and there was high demand for the banana muffin 
recipe. During our menu development, we discussed the importance of having delicious muffins, but also nutritious. So we came up with 
mixing white and whole meal flour together to keep us satisfied for longer, using vegetable oil instead of butter and added Greek 
yoghurt to boost our calcium intake. We use bananas because they are yummy, have a natural sweetener and are packed with 
goodness. 
 

3/4C Banana muffin recipe (serves 12)  
Ingredients: 
3 ripe bananas 
1 cup white self-raising flour 
1 cup whole meal self raising flour 
¼ cup brown or white sugar 
1 tsp ground cinnamon 
1 tsp vanilla essence 
2 eggs lightly beaten 
¼ cup vegetable oil 
½ cup milk 
5 tbs Greek yoghurt 
 
Method: 
1. Preheat oven to 180°C. 
2. In a large bowl combine eggs, vanilla essence, oil and yoghurt. Put aside. 
3. In a separate bowl, combine the flours, sugar and cinnamon. 
4. Mash banana with a fork, or use a mini food processor. 
5. Add liquid to the flour mixture, then add the yoghurt and fold to combine. Do not over mix. 
6. Spoon into muffin tin. 
7. Bake for 30 minutes until cooked or brown on top. 
 
Note: For gluten free, egg and milk free, replace the flour with gluten free self-raising flour, substitute the milk with calcium fortified soy 
or oat milk and add vinegar to replace the egg. 

We acknowledge that our beloved canteen is operated on land, 
traditionally nurtured by the Ngunnawal people. Also connected to 
this land are the Gundungurra, Ngarigo, Yuin and the Wiradjuri 
peoples. We acknowledge their mothers, teachers and children. 
Their elders past, present and emerging. We bow to their superior 
knowledge of sustaining the land that sustains our life and 
recognise that sovereignty of this land was never ceded.  

AINSLIE PARENT FORUM 
How to stay engaged at High School 

 
Parents are invited to an online forum with Ainslie and 
Campbell High School staff on Wednesday, 2 December from 
7—8pm (on line).  Please contact the Front Office team if you 
would like to join us. 

SPEECH DAY SCHEDULE 
 

9.30am—10.30am  Tuesday, 8 December   Year 3/4 Speech Day Celebration 

9.30am—10.30am  Wednesday, 9 December  Year 1/2 Speech Day Celebration 

10am—11am   Thursday, 10 December   Year 5 Speech Day Celebration 

12pm—1pm    Thursday, 10 December   Year 6 Speech Day Celebration 

2.15pm—3pm   Friday, 11 December   Kindergarten Speech Day Celebration 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS … 
 
… to the following students who have received merit certificates. 
 
KM:  Excellence – Ollie & Forrest  
 
1/2AM: Excellence – Amos, Kindness – Finn, Community – 
Reuben & Anika  
 
1/2SB: Respect – George, Excellence – Emily, Kindness – 
Arthur, Community – Arthur, Responsibility — Matty 
 
1/2L: Respect – Orla, Excellence – Owen & Maisha, 
Responsibility — Orla, Saachi & Jacob 
 
1/2P: Respect – Nestor & Indi, Excellence – Evie, Community –  
Hugo, Responsibility —  Stella 
 
1/2Z:  Excellence – Louis, Kindness – Bruno, Community – 
Alexis  
 
3/4W:  Excellence – Jack, Community – Isabelle  
 
3/4J:  Kindness – Batool, Community – Cici 
 
3/4C:  Excellence – Aryan, Kindness – Hayden, Responsibility — 
Hailee 

3/4S:  Excellence – Lucy, Community – Cylus, Responsibility — 
Julian  
 
5/6B:  Respect – Tava & Evie, Excellence – Khani, Faheem & 
Leon, Responsibility — Noah 
 
5/6MR:  Excellence – Indiana & Abi, Community – Raahim, 
Ryan, Sacha, Mimi, Anh & Sina  

LITTLE PEOPLE’S BIG DAY OUT 
 
Last Tuesday, every student in Kinder—Year 4 took a walk to Haig 
Park to witness the 5/6s perform songs for the Term 4 Little 
People’s Big Day Out. There were three separate performances: 
one for brass, one for strings and one for ukulele. 
 
From what I have heard, there were 
mainly great responses to the 
performances. The audience was 
made up of mainly children but there 
were a few adults and younger 
children who stopped to have a 
listen. It was good weather for the 
5/6s to be playing in and for the 
audience to be listening. The park 
looked vibrant after the rain and 
provided a beautiful backdrop. 
 
Steph Martin organised to deliver 
instruments and chairs with her truck 
to Haig Park. She did 
several trips while the 
students carried their 
instruments and music 
stands on their way to Haig 
Park. 
 
I think the effort was worth it 
as it led to great responses 
to the performances and a 
c o m m u n i t y  m u s i c a l 
experience for everyone . 
Thank you to the 5/6 
teachers and the students 
for their efforts. 
 
By Ethan 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  Seva, 
Owen, Indiana, Liam, Jack and Asha. 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS   YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
 
Voluntary    All families   Contribution if possible 
  Contributions 
Curriculum Resources  All families   Contribution if possible 
Band     Year 5 & 6   Payment ASAP  

CONGRATULATIONS …. 
 
... to Anushka in 5/6B who was recognised for the 
difference she makes to the lives of others at the Fred 
Hollows Awards last week (picture left). 

AINSLIE OPEN — POSTPONED 
 
Due to circumstances beyond our control, the 
Ainslie Open has been postponed.  We look 
forward to holding this tennis challenge in 2021.   
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