
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Welcome to Week 8. 
 
The start of Spring is a great time to rekindle habits of active transport to and from school.   It was such a 
pleasure to ride to school this morning as we signal the start of Women’s Health Week.  I thank Hayden, 
Jake and Harry for servicing my bike and Faith Bentley, Beck Palethorpe and Wayde Margetts for 
providing company along the way. 
 

Physical fitness and wellbeing will be in focus this week as we welcome our latest cohort of University of Canberra student teachers.  This 
group will be drawing on world leading research to enrich the Health and PE programs for our Year 5/6 classes.  We look forward to working 
alongside this team each Wednesday afternoon. 
 

SUPPORTING AND LINKING TRADESWOMEN:  A MENTORING CONNECTION 
Last Wednesday’s SALT Workshop (pictured below) introduced 20 of our senior girls to the Supporting and Linking Tradeswomen group. 
Our visitors shared stories of their pathways into trades before guiding our students in a construction project. Our students ’ engagement, 
thought and collaboration was impressive and their reflections indicated the power of their experience.   We thank Fi Shewring of SALT for 
coordinating this experience and look forward to seeing more of these creative and talented women at Ainslie School. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING CITIZENSHIP 
We congratulate Ainslie School Captain Anushka Singh on her nomination for the 
Fred Hollows ACT Junior Ambassador Award. This acknowledges her consistent 
and prolific demonstrations of compassion, integrity and kindness.  Anushka’s 
service to the ACT community includes fundraising for breast cancer research and 
playing the piano for senior citizens in aged care.  While the COVID-19 pandemic 
has interrupted her visits, I understand Anushka’s grandfriends are enjoying the 
videos she shares with them.   
 

We wish her luck and eagerly await the announcement of winners at a ceremony 
later this month. 
 

PROMOTING  LITERACY 
Indigenous Literacy Day provided a time to celebrate Indigenous culture, stories, 
language and literacy.  We also paused to consider how access to high quality and 
inclusive literacy learning may be different for those living in remote communities.  
 

This year, teachers acknowledged the day by sharing favourite Indigenous texts 
with their classes and each other. We thank Ainslie School’s Cultural Integrity 
champions for creating the book display which took pride of place on the baby grand piano.  It provoked curiosity and conversation, 
generating even more momentum towards an ever strengthening climate of respect, kindness and community at Ainslie School.   
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2020 Dates to Remember 
 

Tuesday, 8 September  International Literacy Day:  Drop Everything & Read  
       @ 12.30pm 
       Board Meeting @ 5.30pm       
Wednesday, 9 September Masterplan Conversation: Putting our Plans in 
        Context:  Exploring City Renewal and the Braddon 
        Place Plan @ 5.30pm 
Thursday 10 September  P&C General Meeting:  Sustainability Action @ 
        Ainslie @ 8pm 
Monday, 14 September  Year 5 Combined Band Practice with Campbell 
        Primary 9.45am—11.30am 
Friday, 18 September  Year 3/4 @ Birrigai 9am—3pm 
       Book Fair (see attachment) 



 

 

If you would like to consider a donation to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation, the link can be found here: 
https://indigenousliteracyfoundation.secure.force.com/Donate/?_ga=2.66729319.839127880.1598840728-2065140378.1598840728 
 

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY 
Literacy is amongst the professional passions of teachers at Ainslie and each year, on 8 September we acknowledge International 
Literacy Day.  
 
Every day our students engage with rich and diverse literature at school and interact with texts across a variety of modes. Today’s readers 
make meaning from written, spoken and visual texts and combinations of all three.  
 
While the environment we inhabit is saturated with text in print and digital media, the benefits of reading with and to children are immense. 
Sharing quality literature helps children naturally acquire vocabulary and understanding about the way language works.  Even more 
importantly, it helps them build connections and empathy with the people they are reading with and about.  They learn much about the 
way the world works and how people navigate experiences that life throws their way.   
 
We remind families that reading to children, viewing with them, and reflecting on stories - in English and other first languages -  is 
important throughout their school experience.  Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher if you would like guidance on finding 
great books to share. 
 
Ainslie School benefits from membership of the Australian Literacy Educators Association http://www.alea.edu.au and contributes to 
learning and sharing with this professional community.   ALEA recognises the importance of parents as first teachers and promotes the 
many benefits of reading to children from birth.  You might like to explore the resources ALEA has created for parents at https://
www.alea.edu.au/publicresources/resources-for-parents-and-community/little-peoples-literacy-learning. 
 

EARLY YEARS NEWS 
During Term 1, Kindergarten students across the ACT participated in the BASE assessment program, which captures data about early 
reading, phonics and numeracy skills.  The assessment is designed to predict future performance and assists teachers to identify needs, 
strengths and actions to support each child’s next steps.   
 
The unusual circumstances surrounding COVID-19 delayed the distribution of reports this year and Kindergarten families received BASE 
baseline reports last week. Please don’t hesitate to contact our Kindergarten team (Wayde Margetts and Sue Corrigan) or Deputy 
Principal, Katrina Sheaves if you would like further information. 
 

END OF YEAR EVENTS  
Like many aspects of our lives in 2020, end of year celebrations will inevitably be different to what we’re used to. Last week the Chief 
Health Officer issued guidance which sets out considerations for all schools in planning end of year events.  Density and gathering 
restrictions for adults on site will apply and duration of ceremonies will be impacted.  Guidance on catering, hygiene and pick up and drop 
off arrangements has also been provided.  With this in mind, we are thinking about ways to create positive and unique COVID-safe end of 
year experiences.  
 
We look forward to working with students and families as we reimagine experiences that have become rites of passage for our students.  
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

From our Principal continued ... 

On behalf of the House 
C a p t a i n s ,  M a t t e a 
delivered the recyclables 
collected last week to 
Officeworks in Braddon.  
T h e  c h a l l e n g e 
continues ... 

https://indigenousliteracyfoundation.secure.force.com/Donate/?_ga=2.66729319.839127880.1598840728-2065140378.1598840728
http://www.alea.edu.au/
https://www.alea.edu.au/publicresources/resources-for-parents-and-community/little-peoples-literacy-learning
https://www.alea.edu.au/publicresources/resources-for-parents-and-community/little-peoples-literacy-learning


 

 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS  YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
NMA Excursion  Year 3/4    Perm & payment by 18/9 
Birrigai — day trip  Year 3/4    Perm & payment ASAP 
IMP Band   IMP members  Payment when possible 

P&C UPDATE 
 
You will all be pleased to hear that the Term 3 P&C General Meeting is only a couple of days away. This is not to be confused with the 
Annual General Meeting which isn’t due until next year. The highlight of any school term is scheduled for 8pm on Thursday, 
10 September. The P&C have heard loud and clear that Zoom meetings are not everyone’s cup of tea. We have taken this feedback on 
board and will be conducting the General Meeting via Google Meet. The theme of this GM will be sustainability and we are looking 
forward to an insightful discussion with Wendy and her team. We look forward to seeing you there. Unless you don’t want us to see you 
there, in which case you can just turn off the camera. 
 
Last week the roads around the school were visited by our friendly neighbourhood parking inspector. The P&C have heard your concerns 
and have written to Government to start a discussion around finding the balance between encouraging active streets and looking after the 
needs of parents, carers and most importantly our little ones. We will keep you updated on the progress of these discussions. 
 
The P&C has been examining ways to bring the school community together, whilst also keeping them apart. Our proposed solution is an 
online showing of the documentary 2040. More details will follow, along with some ideas on how we can all get together to watch this 
apart. 
 
You will all have seen the book fair poster that has gone out with the last three Altioras. I hope that you are all checking your homes to 
see what you can donate. On close inspection of my children’s rooms I have come to the somewhat obvious realisation that books don’t 
just organise themselves. They have a tendency to randomly stack themselves on shelves, launch themselves across the room, fall down 
behind beds and somewhat helpfully provide temporary tentage for “camping Barbie”. What’s the point? The P&C needs some volunteers 
to help organise the donated books and get ready for the book fair. You know you want to. 
 
Finally, I want to raise the two important issues of parent engagement with the school, and money. And then combine them into one.  The 
ACT Government has announced the 2020 Supporting Parent Engagement Grant Program which aims to: 
 

• assist P&Cs, through training or other opportunities, to run effective businesses such as Out of School Hours Care programs/
canteens etc; 

• strengthen family-school partnerships and a sense of belonging; 

• develop tools and resources to strengthen parent engagement to maximise the impact on children’s learning and wellbeing; and 

• support involvement of all parts of the school community including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families. 
 

If you have any excellent ideas on how we can improve parent engagement with or without a grant, the P&C would love to hear from you: 
info@ainsliepandc.com.au . 
 
Rob Harrison, P&C President 
president@ainsliepandc.com.au 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY … 
 

... to the following students who will 
celebrate a birthday this week:  
Alvanka, Oly, Pippa, Hamish, Mattia, 
Batool, Zac, Gabriele and Georgia. 

Dion, Mikie and Khani (pictured left) with their 
creations that are part of the Endeavour 
Exhibition at the National Museum of Australia. 

file:///C:/Users/Leesa_Frame/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/IU2R0806/meet.google.com/ivx-kzkg-voa
https://whatsyour2040.com/
mailto:info@ainsliepandc.com.au


 

 

Community Notices 


