
 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
It was nice to see so many of you during the Early Years online forums last Thursday evening.  Forums  continue with 3/4 teams on 
Monday evening, Year 5/6 on Tuesday and 1/2 on Thursday.  I thank you for engaging with the education team in these conversations as 
we set the scene for the year. 
 
Our online forums complement Term Letters, providing a snapshot of plans and key information to support the transition process. This 
information touches on the approaches that teachers take to guide students through the Australian Curriculum.  This is the framework 
that ensures consistency of expectations of students across the country, describing essential content and general capabilities that enable 
them to grow as: 
 

• successful learners; 
 

• confident and creative individuals; and 
 

• active and informed members of the community. 
 
You can find the Australian Curriculum by following the link www.acara.  Stories of its implementation at Ainslie are shared through the 
Seesaw platform, open classroom events throughout the year, assemblies and our weekly newsletter, the Altiora. 
 

PARENT / TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
The next step in Ainslie School’s start up routine is the opportunity to consider goals for your child for the year ahead.  This rests with the 
principle that no two learners are exactly the same, as each student brings a unique background and combination of strengths, talents, 
and learning preferences.  Personalising the school experience is an area of ongoing interest for teachers and Term 1 interviews are an 
important time for parents to contribute to this process.  Teachers aim to do more listening than talking during these meetings, to help us 
learn more about each learner’s interests, family context and the aspirations you bring. 
 
While there is a strong focus on parent/teacher communication at this time of year, we are always happy to talk about your child’s 
learning and social success.  Teachers look forward to an ongoing connection with you, and can be contacted  through the school office 
team or by email. 
 

CHESS 
Last week we saw the welcome return of Ainslie’s Chess Master, Mr Endre Ambrus.  Endre will join us every Friday, spending each term 
teaching Chess to classes across the school and overseeing Ainslie School’s Open Chess Tournament.   
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2021 Dates to Remember 
 
Monday, 15 February Bringing the Term Letter to Life: 3/4 Family Forum — online @ 7.30pm 
Tuesday, 16 February Bringing the Term Letter to Life: 5/6 Family Forum — online @ 7.30pm 
Thursday, 18 February Bringing the Term Letter to Life: 1/2 Family Forum — online @ 7.30pm 
Thursday, 25 February Volunteers morning tea @ 10.30am (Deck) 
Weeks 3 — 5    Parent / Teacher Meetings:  Aspirations & Goals 

http://www.acara


 

 

Chess has been a part of the Ainslie School experience for many decades and lessons continue to hold an important place for us in the 
delivery of high quality contemporary education.  As a game that requires and builds memory, focus and imagination, we recognise the 
many benefits it brings to our learners. 
 
Endre’s Term 1  focus will be with Year 1/2 classes and Chess Club, which is open to all students and takes place in the library during 
lunchtime each Friday. 
 

AINSLIE SCHOOL MASTERPLAN:  2021 FOCUS  
Canberra’s growth and development is bringing interesting opportunities to the education landscape for Ainslie.  Enrolment projections 
and facilities upgrade schedules are setting the scene for planning. 
 
The Masterplan team for Ainslie comprises experts in education, design, architecture, horticulture, wellbeing, community partnerships, 
governance and heritage conservation. Mr Chris Jacobi, of the ACT Education Directorate’s Major Projects team and Meetu Sharma 
(Heritage Conservation Architect) have assisted us enormously in exploring possibilities and taking action throughout the past 2 years.   
 
During 2020, engagement with the team of Ainslie and Gorman Arts Centres brought a further dimension to our plans, as we focused on 
shared spaces, vision and points of potential collaboration. Our commitment to sustainability remained in sharp focus with a call to action 
from students who developed a framework to support a lighter environmental footprint. 
 
Greening the Precinct will be a focus for us this year and we look forward to continuing the conversation with our families and 
friends.  Watch the newsletter for details of Masterplan Community Conversations.  
 

2021 VOLUNTEERS 
Students at Ainslie benefit from a strong tradition of volunteer support.  The way in which parents, grandparents, preservice teachers and 
community partners support our school is varied and wide ranging.  Volunteer support can involve a routine commitment, such as 
supporting our reading programs, or intermittent involvement, such as sharing a skill or passion you may have with one of our 
classes.  As teachers guide the personalised inquiries of their students, volunteers are always welcome to provide mentor support to 
individuals or groups. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact our office team by email Sarah.Sparks@ed.act.edu.au or phone 6142 3060.  Being 
added to our School Volunteers Register will ensure you are able to access programs and information to support you in this important 
role. 
 
You may also like to join us for morning tea at 10.30am on Thursday, 25 February to explore volunteering possibilities with our 
coordinator, Sarah Sparks. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 
 
This week we have seen special effort from: 
Ainslie’s School Captains  Who coordinated and hosted our first assembly last 
        Friday (pictured right). 
 

From our Principal continued ... 

INTERPRETER SERVICES 
With families from around the world, Ainslie School is 
proudly multicultural.  We happily assist families, for 
whom English is an additional language, with access to 
interpreter services to enhance communication 
between home and school.  Families who would like to 
know more about these services are encouraged to 
contact the Ainslie School Office Team. 

SUPPORTING STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 
 
Ainslie School students are provided with many opportunities throughout the 
year that enhance our curriculum.  These activities include excursions, visits 
from performing artists and camps.  With our strong philosophy of inclusion, it 
is our aim to enable all students to have access to these events.   If you 
require financial assistance for your child’s participation at school, please 
contact our Principal, Wendy Cave through the front office team. 

MANAGING STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
 
Please remember to communicate with us when your child is 
absent.  We ask parents to make contact with the office team by 
phone or email on the day of the absence. 

PLEASE WELCOME ... 
 
… UC Creative Arts students Reade, Bridget, 
Lily and Taylor who are here for an 
immersion experience at Ainslie School. 



 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
 

Please let the Front Office know, as soon as 
possible, if your contact details change 

(home address and/or telephone numbers).  

 
 
 
 
 

FRI-YAY 
We love Fridays and we know you do too because for so many, Friday is lunch order day! Did you know that on Fridays we make up to 
FIVE TIMES as many orders as other days? That’s over one hundred lunches! So far this year Fridays have been extra challenging 
because Flexischools has had technical problems. We thank you for your patience when ordering online. Hopefully this is just speed 
bump as we get into a flow for the year and next Friday will be all systems go! Please double check that your child’s class l isting on 
flexischools is updated. 
 

LET’S TALK ABOUT LUNCH 
At Oishii we are dedicated to offering healthy and delicious food every day. When students aren’t getting their lunch order from us, we 
know it is you, dear families, who are facing the challenge of filling a lunchbox! It can be so hard to create foods that are healthy and 
also exciting! We reckon you can’t beat a bit of veggie smuggling and right now zucchini season is booming! So here is a chocolate 
brownie recipe for a veggie-packed lunchbox treat. Come and talk to us any time for more healthy lunchbox ideas. 
 
(zucchini) Chocolate Brownies 
1 cup brown sugar 
1/2 cup olive oil 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla bean paste 
2 cups finely grated zucchini 
2 cups self-raising flour 
1/2 cup raw cacao powder, plus extra to sprinkle 
100g no-added sugar chocolate chopped (or use chips) 
 
Method: 
 
1. Preheat oven to 180°C or 160°C fan-force. Grease and line a 20cm x 30cm lamington pan. 
2. Whisk sugar, oil, eggs and vanilla bean paste in a large bowl until combined. Stir through zucchini (no need to squeeze moisture from 
zucchini) until combined.  
3. Sift flour, cacao and salt over zucchini mixture. Stir until combined, then fold chocolate through. Spoon into prepared pan. Level 
surface with a spatula.  
4. Bake for 20-25 minutes and cool in the pan on a wire rack. Cut into 20 pieces and sprinkle with extra cacao. 

Contact your child’s teacher or the 
Front Office team to book your 

parent/teacher interview. 

PROMOTING ONLINE SAFETY 
 
Ainslie’s middle primary students marked National e Safety day on Friday as participants in the ACTED’s Fake News Real Harm webinar. 
This virtual classroom event tested our students’ ability to detect fake news and explore the impact of misinformation online. Supporting 
our children to find trusted and safe sources of information online and to know where to go for help when things go wrong are 
responsibilities we share with families. 
 
Some key highlights were: 
 

• don’t click on links which you are unsure about; 

• if you don’t know if something is true, ask a trusted adult; 

• if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is; 

• check the spelling and grammar before you click on something.  Scammers often rush and use poor spelling and grammar;  and 

• don’t give out your personal information on websites.  Check with an adult first. 
 

For further information, you may find resources of the eSafety Commissioner at www.esafety.gov.au 

https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/zucchini-recipes


 

 

Community Notices 


