
 

 

 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Welcome to Week 6.  I hope the Canberra Day long weekend brought a restful mid term break for you.  It seems that balloon spotting, 
camping expeditions and experiences of the Enlighten festival captured the imagination of many of our students. 
 

JAPANESE NEWS 
In a very special week on the Japanese calendar, students and staff enjoyed visits from teddies, toys and dolls, and spending time on the 
playground with friends from Girraween Lodge .  It was such a pleasure to see Margaret, Alison and Marga connecting with our children 
over lunch, a number of whom they had only met as pen pals last year.  They were treated to a tour of the 1/2 classrooms and their visit to 
the Goodwin Library has inspired possibilities for connecting over stories in the weeks to come. 
 

I thank our student hosts and the active participants in Dolls Day activities across the school.   
 

2021 marks the 10th Anniversary of the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami that devastated Tohoku and the northern Kanto region of 
Japan. Each year Canberrans, friends of Japan and members of the Japanese community gather at the Canberra Nara Peace Park to 
remember this occasion and to show the community’s on-going support for those still recovering from the after effects.  
 

On Saturday the Nara Park Peace Bell will ring to signify united hope for continued world peace. The memorial will include remarks from 
the Ambassador of Japan to Australia, representatives from the Australia Japan Society, Canberra Japan Club and Rotary Club Canberra 
Burley Griffin as well as a musical performance by the Canberra Japan Club Community Language School.  
 

You will find more information attached to this newsletter. 
 

SUPPORTING STUDENTS’ PASSIONS, GIFTS AND TALENTS 
Ainslie School’s programs are enriched by the contributions of many experts within our neighbourhood. Academic partners, sportspeople, 
designers, tradespeople and creatives are amongst those who collaborate with the education team in planning, co teaching and identifying 
and nurturing the many talents our students bring. 
 

This week we look forward to the return of Mathematics expert Dr Kirsten Verburg.  Kirsten, who is principal research scientist and Project 
Leader in CSIRO Agriculture and Food, will be working closely with Kindergarten and Year 3/4 classes during Semester 1.  We look 
forward to the challenges she has in store. 
 
You can find Dr Verburg’s profile at https://people.csiro.au/V/K/Kirsten-Verburg  
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2021 Dates to Remember 
 

Friday, 12 March    House Meetings:  Years 3—6 
        Assembly @ 12.15pm Hosted by 1/2AH & LC 
Saturday, 13 March    Memorial Service for the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake
        @ 4:00—5:00pm (Canberra Nara Peace Park) 
Wednesday, 17 March   Masterplan Community Conversation @ 5:30—6:00pm  
Thursday, 18 March    Swimming Carnival:  Years 3—6 @ 9.30am—3.00pm  
        (Dickson Pool) 
Friday, 19 March    National Ride2School Day 

https://people.csiro.au/V/K/Kirsten-Verburg


 

 

CARING FOR OUR PLACE 
How proud we were of our students during Friday’s Clean Up Australia Day 
activities.  Classes across the school demonstrated mindfulness with litter collection and 
sorting, along with their commitment to reducing our collective environmental footprint. 
 

Faith Bentley led the charge of Haig Park custodians with a Friday Frolic to this special place.  The photos above 
and right show highlights of their industrious efforts. 
 

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
NAPLAN is an annual assessment for students in Year 3, 5, 7 and 9.  It allows parents and teachers to see how 
our children are progressing, at a point in time against national standards in literacy and numeracy.   
 
The tests contribute to monitoring and evaluating our school’s performance in these fundamental 
capabilities.  Results provide additional information to support the professional judgements teachers make about 
their student’s performance. 
 

This year, NAPLAN will occur online between 11 and 21 May 2021.  NAPLAN Online adjusts questions to each student’s achievement 
level. It also delivers more precise results to schools and parents more quickly. 
 

Students participating for the first time will be supported to become familiar with the online tests. A practice window opens on 
22 March.  You can find interactive versions of the test and further information at www.nap.edu.au.  Ainslie’s NAPLAN Coordinators, 
Sarah-Jane Brown (Year 3) and Anne Westerman (Year 5) are also happy to assist and can be contacted through the school office. 
 

SENIOR PRIMARY SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
Ainslie’s 2021 Swimming Carnival will be held on Thursday, 18 March at Dickson Pool.  The day will feature novelty and competitive 
events for students from Years 3—6. With just over a week to go, our Senior House Captains will be busy preparing their teams in the 
lead up to the event. 
 

Goodwin (Light Blue) 
Alex Turner 
Finn Mitchell 
 

Gillard (Dark Blue) 
Mia Priddle 
Ellie-Mae Snape 
 

Rupert Smith (Red) 
Ruby Bormann 
Jack Dowling 
 

Griffith (Gold) 
Sophia Fox-0Randall  
Arlo Hawke 
 

This Friday’s House Meetings will provide an opportunity for introducing plans, exploring roles and responsibilities, and  rehearsing 
cheers and chants.  There will also be time for learning a little about the people we honour through the names of our houses. 
 
We thank carnival coordinators Steph Martin and our middle primary team, our house captains for their work in the lead up to next week’s 
event, and families for returning permission notes as soon as possible. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or our school office team if you require any further information. 
 

GALA DAYS 
Each year sporting organisations run competitions and gala days for ACT School students.  Gala days are social events, encouraging 
players to develop their skills and try new sports.  Competitive events allow teams to progress to finals events. 
 

Upcoming events this term are the: 
 

 Year 3/4 Netball Gala Day on Wednesday, 24 March and Year 5/6 Netball Gala Day on Thursday, 25 March  
 

You will find more information on class Seesaw pages, and permission notes for these events will be distributed to interested students 
this week.  Team nominations are due in advance, so their quick return is important. For further information, please contact Mel Cummins 
melanie.cummins@ed.act.edu.au or our school office team. 

From our Principal continued ... 

http://www.nap.edu.au/


 

 

THANK YOU … 
  

… for taking time to respond to the Term 1 School 
Climate and Satisfaction Survey. 
 

Link to Survey: 
https://forms.gle/5uDVLdauE9n6BuGR7 

From our Principal continued ... 

PARENT ENGAGEMENT IN LEARNING 
It has been said that schools are not simply buildings, curriculum timetables and meetings, but rather the relationships and 
interactions among people. 
 
With this in mind, I thank families for engaging in Parent/Teacher meetings during recent weeks, to support the important work 
of designing learning that is increasingly personalised, tailored and responsive to the needs of each student. 
 
While the education team at Ainslie brings depth of knowledge about the Australian Curriculum and child development, and skill in 
designing learning experiences, we are well aware of the funds of knowledge that parents bring as first and continuing teachers of 
their children.  We know that our practices and programs are all the richer for your input into their design and we welcome your 
feedback at any time. 
 
Please remember that our teachers may be contacted by email, or through the front office team.  Timely communication and 
respectful partnerships between significant adults are keys to the success of our children. 
 
All the best for the week ahead. 
 
Wendy Cave 
Principal 

 
  
NAPLAN Online will occur in our school between 
11 and 21 May 2021. 
  
NAPLAN Online is a more engaging assessment 
that adjusts questions to each student’s 
achievement level. It also delivers more precise 
results to schools and parents more quickly. 
  
NAPLAN provides valuable information to schools 
and parents about literacy and numeracy 
achievement. It supports school improvement 
processes by enabling teachers to monitor student 
progress over time and to identify areas of strength 
and development. 
  
All eligible students are encouraged and supported 
to participate in NAPLAN testing. Visit 
www.nap.edu.au to see interactive versions of the 
test and for more information. 
  

Last Wednesday we offered special Japanese dishes to celebrate Hinamatsuri 
Day. What a fun day it was. We received very positive feedback from students 
and staff. Some students requested that we make more mochies, one of the 
students' favourites on that day. 
 
Special thanks to Anna, Hea-Jin, Nali, Akiko and Grit who passionately supported 
us on the day; another great example of how a big task can be successful with 
many helping hands. What a great community we have at Ainslie School. 

https://forms.gle/5uDVLdauE9n6BuGR7
http://www.nap.edu.au


 

 

Community Notices 

NOTES HOME 
EVENT DETAILS   YR GROUP   DATE DUE BACK 
Swimming & Aquatic  Yrs 3—6    Payment ($13), perm &  
   Carnival         medical notes ASAP 
2021 Seesaw    All students   Perm note ASAP 
Medical Consent Form  All students   ASAP 
Health Checks   Kindergarten   ASAP 
PAT testing    Yrs 1—6    Perm note ASAP 
Prodigy Online 
   Mathematics   Yrs 3—6    Perm note ASAP 

SAFETY REMINDER 
 
Be COVID safe: 
 
• wash your hands; 
• remember physical distancing;  and 
• stay home if you are unwell. 

PLEASE WELCOME ... 
 
… the Khairulnizam family who joined us last Friday:  
Danish (1/2AH), Danial (3/4AH) and Eryna (5/6S), and Lara 
who has returned from Canada to join 5/6M. 

Did you know you could receive up to $500 in 
matched savings for your child's extracurricular 
activity costs? 
 
Here's a list of the most common activities our 
participants use their funds for: 
 

 Swimming or dancing lessons; 

 Instrument lessons like guitar or piano to 
name a few; 

 Sports club fees like netball or football 
registration; 

 School camps; 

 Tutoring classes; 

 Foreign language lessons;  and 

 Scout membership fees. 
 

Check if you're eligible to join by visiting 
www.saverplus.org.au  

Sidney Nolan's St Kilda: Memory and Modernism 

 
For Sidney Nolan, his boyhood home of the Melbourne Bayside 
suburb of St Kilda was ‘My kitsch heaven’. The memory of 
childhood experiences at the beach and out along the pier, 
cadging rides at Luna Park and absorbing all the free-wheeling 
possibilities of a community that didn’t quite follow the stricter 
conventions of the city, fuelled one of his most significant early 
series of paintings. 
 
CMAG manages the Nolan Collection on behalf of the Australian 
Government. 

 
Exhibition continues until 13 March 2021 

UNIFORM SHOP UPDATE 
 

We now have size 10 and 12 polos in stock and we expect to receive 
size 8 polos by the end of March (watch this space). We also have 
school bags back in stock. 
 

All items can be ordered through Flexischools and delivered to your 
child's classroom or you can drop by between 8.45am—9.15am on a 
Tuesday or Thursday in the Hall. 

http://www.saverplus.org.au
https://cmag.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75512a91a460620f564a86dbc&id=dbd1695f6a&e=36f5aa89f9

